
According to the Way 
(Recapitulated) 

  
Introduction-  I am a Lutheran  
 When my faith was confirmed by my own mouth on May 24, 1970, my parents gave me 
a little medallion to wear around my neck.  On one side was Luther’s Rose.  On the other side it 
said, “I am a Lutheran.”  I cannot say I knew what that meant, but I was proud to be a Lutheran, 
and I wore that thing until the words could no longer be read.   
 There was a time, later, when my ecumenical sensibilities kicked in, that I thought the 
Gospel’s goal would be better achieved by confessing that I was a Christian.  I understood that 
the term “Christian” covered a lot of territory, and that I would be lumped in with people that 
held beliefs that were no where near mine.  But, Christian sounded more biblical than Lutheran, 
and although it is difficult to recall now, there were times and places in America where it was 
cool to be a Christian.  I desperately needed help in the cool category.   
 Alas, the coolness abated.  I would realize that if I said I confessed the Christian faith 
according to the Bible, I had not really said much.  Roman Catholics, Anabaptists, Reformed, 
Pentecostals, (even snake handlers) claim to be Biblical Christians.  But, I wondered, how could I 
say more than the Bible?  This erroneous, “more than” approach to the Lutheran Confessions 
created some problems for me, but as winding paths go, it eventually merged into orthodox 
way.  The Lutheran Confessions do not achieve confessional status by way of adding to the 
Bible, but rather by exposing the true doctrine of the Scripture.  
 Fast-forward some 52 years and I find myself wondering where I could acquire an “I Am 
a Lutheran” medallion.  This yearning, I think, is not just an old man’s nostalgic, but frail desire 
for the mis-remembered past.  As worldly pressures on Christians rise it will become more 
significant for us to know precisely what we confess.  
 The future of the Church is found in its confession.  Even the longest tenured Pastor is 
going to have trouble teaching the doctrine of the Church via a Sunday morning verse by verse 
inquiry of the Scripture.  If, for the sake of enduring the coming persecution, our people need to 
know the doctrine of the Church, and I think they do, then the future of the Church lies in    
confession.  The Church expects us, as leaders, to lead the way in teaching what it means to say, 
“I am a Lutheran.”  
 
I. Confusion in Confession 
 
 A. Ignorance  
  1. Most Lutherans will probably be more familiar with the confession of sins than  
       they are with the confession of the faith.  If they have thought about it at all  
       they may wonder how the word can be used in both cases.  Have they been  
       taught that confession means to say the same thing?   
 

2. Use of the term “Confession” in popular English literature 1800-2019. 



 
  
  3. Very few members of LCMS congregations will have read much more of the  
  Confessions than Luther’s Small catechism.  That is because the rite of accepting  
  an adult convert still calls for them to acknowledge the confession of the Church  
  as they have learned to know it in Luther’s Small Catechism.  One wonders how  
  many Pastors are still using the catechism as the textbook for their adult   
  instruction. 
 

B. Fear  (Pastors) 
 1. Some fear that we will allow the Confessions will dominate the Scripture.   This 

  is not a difficult charge to answer.  “No, we don’t.” The Scripture is the Word of  
  God.  The Confessions summarize the doctrine from the Word of God. We may  
  also answer that our use of the Confessions is not different than their use of  
  theirs, even for those  who claim not to have a confession.  They use their  
  confession to help them teach their doctrine.  

 
 2. Others fear that a subscription to the Confessions of the Lutheran Church will  
 restrict the personal confession of a Pastor.  Afterall, Luther freed people to have 

  their own interpretation of Scripture.  “By refusing to subscribe to a confession, I 
  am being a true Lutheran.”  A difficult floor routine of mental gymnastics is often 
  used to respond to this fear.  I have heard people say, “No, the Confessions do  
  not restrict the personal confession of a Pastor.  They actually free him.”  This is  
  silly.  Of course, the Confessions restrict our personal confession.  In our Synod,  
  this is what we believe teach and confess, and this is what we reject.  It would be 
  healthy for our confession if we were to respond, “If your confession is not  
  congruent with the Lutheran Confessions (that is, by a quia subscription), then  
  kindly have the integrity to find the denomination that makes a confession  
  congruent with your personal interpretation of the Scriptures.”  

 
 C. Abuse. (Lay people) 
  1. “Confessional” has become a shibboleth to determine whether a person is a  
  true Lutheran.  Such a weaponization of the Confessions distorts a proper  
  understanding their role in our life.  For the sake of such divisions, this method  
  leads to adding to the Confessions what is not actually there.  There are pockets  
  in the LCMS where I would not be considered confessional because I do not wear 
  the correct liturgical garb, genuflect and chant the verba.  When lay people  
  observe the Confessions used to create division they are not impressed.  
 
  2. Using the confessions to avoid the truths of Scripture.  



  e.g.  On the basis of a text from the Large Catechism some have said that  
“Matthew 18 does not apply in this case.”  This has been used to avoid the  
Biblical prescription to talk with someone who has sinned.  
When lay people observe the Confessions used to defend ignoring the Scripture 

 you may well imagine their taste of the Confessions is made bitter.  
 

II. Confession in Scripture 
 
 A. Confession as an act of faith.     
 
1. “…because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”  (Ro 10:8–10)  
 
 B. Confession as proclamation   
 
1.  “having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. But we have renounced 
disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, 
but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience 
in the sight of God.” (2 Co 4:1–2) 
 
 C. Confession as an articulation of doctrine.  
 
1.  “But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the 
heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed.”   (Ro 6:17) 
 
 
2.  “This I confess to you, according to the Way, which they call a sect (heresy), I worship the 
God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets…” 
Acts 24:14   
 
 
3.  “He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.” (Tt 1:9). 

 
 Conclusion:   
 The future of the Christian Church and specifically of the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod is found in its willingness to clearly articulate its confession, according to the way of the 
Lutheran Confessions.  Wading into the world without a clear understanding of our confession 
may make more of a mess than staying out of the world entirely.  



 A quatenus subscription, (Brian Saunders’ presentation), is no confession at all.  It 
results in an entirely subjective and eclectic confession.   
 A quia subscription presents the Lutheran Confessions as a true exposition of Scripture.  
We have all pledged ourselves to that. (Steve Turner’s presentation) 
 
 Elephant in the room 
 The so-called confessional – missional divide is an artificial and unhealthy methodology.  
It is not born of a proper understanding of the role of the Confessions in our lives.  We cannot 
entertain the delusion that the 16th century Confessors said to one of the most powerful men in 
the world, “Before we give up our confession of the faith you can lop off our heads” because 
they were interested in the maintenance of the status quo.  They clearly understood that false 
doctrine was leading people to eternal death.  They wanted the Gospel to be proclaimed in its 
truth and purity for the sake of the salvation of souls.   
 
 Now it is time for us to take up our heritage and faithfully, and boldly deliver a true 
exposition of the Scripture, of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world that is steeped in falsehood, 
deception, lies and death.   
 Now is the time for us stand in the shadow of those Confessors and speak before kings, 
and governors, before angry mobs that have labeled us as haters, before those who say that we 
have no right to speak because we are only interested in maintaining our privileged positions, 
before those who, in the not too distant future, may be calling for our lives.  If we are not 
confirmed in this confession, to suffer all, even death rather than fall away from it, then we may 
just fall.  Not that the Church may fall, but we may.  God forbid it for the sake of Christ.  Keep us 
faithful Lord until the end.  Amen. 
 
The last time I stood before you we spent far more time dealing with the emotions impressed 
on us that day by other duties, than we did on the actual study of the Scripture.  So I ask you 
one more time to take a look at this text. “He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, 
so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who 
contradict it.” Titus 1:9.  The concept of the faithful Word is qualified by the words, “as taught.”  
This text, among others, supports a proper understanding of the Confessions.  The Confessions 
expose the teaching, the doctrine of the Scripture.  We teach the doctrine of Scripture 
according to the way of the Lutheran Confessions.  The Confessions do help us to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and they do help us rebuke those who contradict.  This text is the 
basis for the unique form of our Lutheran Confessions, that is, “This is what we believe teach 
and confess and this is what we reject.”   
 

1. Discuss whether you can agree with this statement.  
“A clear articulation of our confession necessary to the 
future of the Church.” 
 



2. What is the chief obstacle to the study of the 
Lutheran Confessions in your circles? 
 
3. What can you do to encourage the clear articulation 
of a Lutheran confession among Church workers and lay 
people of your district? 
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