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 “Whoever Has the Son Has Life”  

 The question of the nature of  life has been tantalizing human beings since the day we forgot the answer.  Asked 
and answered in many ways  it engages every sector of human endeavor.    

 The evolutionists, for example say that life is nothing more than a colossal series of accidents that led to a rather 
meaningless existence that may be mutated out of existence tomorrow.  The materialists, on the other hand say 
that life is purely mechanical.  There is no mind, only brain.  There is no spirit or soul, only body.  What we think 
of as life is just composite of physical and chemical reactions.   Then we have the panpsychists, who argue that 
life consists of self-awareness and it is shared by everything.  According to them, everything in the world shares 
in a wide spectrum of consciousness.  Animals, plants, rocks, and humans all share some sense of self-
awareness.   

 These three answers have no reason to proclaim life because there is little purpose to it.  But you, dear people 
of God, love and proclaim life as a gift given by Him.  

 Life is not an accident, a chemical reaction, or a sharing of self.  It is a wonderful creation of God who spoke it 
into existence.  All life belongs to God because He is its creator.  Therefore, there is more to life than the 
material.  There is a spiritual element to life because God created us to be alive spiritually as well as physically.  
“Whoever has the Son, has life,” John writes in his first epistle. (I John 5:12)  God gives life through His Son, Jesus.   

 We poor sinners are marvelously adept at squandering the gift of life.  In the first place we don’t always receive 
life as a gift of God.  We make most decisions based on the faulty theory that life is our possession.  “It’s my life.  
I can do what I want with it.”  Worse we reduce the question of life to, “What makes me happy?”  We are 
convinced that life is merely a pursuit of pleasure.  The end of this thought is silly sayings like: “Football is my 
life,” or “Life is about your next vacation.”  It gets worse yet.  If life is nothing more than a pursuit of pleasure, 
and for whatever reason we find no pleasure, then we are free to escape life completely.  Are you aware that 
Montana regularly leads the nation in the rate of suicide? If life is an accident of monumental proportions, or a 
chemical reaction of minute proportions, or if human life has the same value as that of a rock, then why 
maintain it when it is not fun? 

 Life is much more than the pursuit of pleasure.  It is a gift given by God through Jesus.  Our sin would have 
captured us in eternal death had not Jesus come.  But Jesus came, “that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery.”  (Heb 2:14–15)  Jesus came to conquer death and to deliver life.  Here you are, little old you, in 
the middle of nowhere Montana.  It did not matter to Him how, where, or how long we would live, He came to 
give us life.  You have life because you believe in Jesus.  “Whoever has the Son, has life.”  

 There are many scientists and philosophers in our world who have various unsatisfactory, even depressing, 
answers concerning the question of life.  But you, dear people of God, you have life in Jesus and you live it. 

 

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 
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District President’s Calendar 

Jan 1: Happy New Year 

Jan 9: 10th Anniversary service & celebration:  Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Thompson Falls 

Jan 23: Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 24: Board of Directors Meeting: District Office, Billings 

Feb 13: Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 21-25: Council of Presidents’ Meeting, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Feb 27: Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Around the District 

Rev. Robert Mitchell, emeritus, was called to glory on December 11, 2021.  Please keep his wife, Michele, and 

children in your prayers. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney and St. John, Fairview have called Pastor Garen Pay, Hope Lutheran Church, Idaho 

Falls.  Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve the vacancy at Trinity, and Rev. David Behm, the vacancy for St. 

John. 

St. John Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge, has called Pastor Tim Brisbois (candidate) of Nebraska.  Pastor James Pierce 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Pastor Kyle Winter, The Church at Creston-Lutheran, has returned the Call to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 

Munising, MI.  He continues to serve as sole pastor to The Church at Creston-Lutheran.  

Pastor Kevin Bueltmann, associate pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, and camp director of Trinity 

Lutheran Camp, Big Fork will retire as of February 6, 2022.  Thank you for your dedicated service to your 

congregation and to the district! 

Ms. Alyssa Renken, former teacher at Trinity Lutheran School, Kalispell, was removed from the roster as of 
November 30, 2021 for failure complete required paperwork; attempts to contact Ms. Renken were unsuccessful. 

Annual Reporting Forms 

Annual Reporting Forms have been mailed out.  Completion and return of this information, by January 31, 2022, 

is required for all Emeriti and Candidate members of the Roster of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod if they 

wish to remain on the Roster.  Please contact this District office 406-259-2908 or office@mtdistlcms.org if you 

have any questions. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  

~Psalm 119:105 (ESV) 
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Dear Congregations, 

In November a letter was sent out calling for nominations for President and First Vice President of the 

District.  You have the privilege of nominating up to two men from Synod's "Ministers of Religion--Ordained" 

roster for this position. 

 

I would encourage you to schedule a meeting to accomplish this at your earliest convenience.  As of this writing, 

I have only received letters of nomination from a small fraction of the congregations of the District. 

I need to receive your letter of nomination at 102 N. Weaver, Belgrade, MT 59714 by February 13th. 

A blessed Epiphany to you all! 

Rev. Charles R. Lehmann 

Pastor, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Three Forks, MT 

Pastor, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Belgrade, MT 

Secretary, Montana District of the LCMS 

2022 District Convention Announcements 

Convention Registration Due 

Please submit your convention registrations to the district office before February 1, 2022.  Registration forms are 

found at: https://mtdistlcms.org/conventions/   

A few things to keep in mind 

• All nonvoting ordained and commissioned rostered members of the Montana District are required to attend 

the convention as advisory members.  

•   Registration is due back to the district office by February 1, 2022 

• If you are unable to attend, please email an excusal request to: office@mtdistlcms.org by February 1, 2022 

• The registration form must be signed by two congregational officers (Voting/Multi-Parish only) 

• Please remember to fill in the back of the form, which asks for hotel, dinner and floor committee information  

35th MT District Convention 

June 13-16, 2022 

Trinity Lutheran School, Billings MT 

“Your Word” 

(Psalm 119:105) 

https://mtdistlcms.org/conventions/
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Excerpt from: Serving the Lord in the Cayman Islands 

News from Gerald and Heidi Paul, January 2022 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! 

Christmas Eve on the Beach! 

After the island’s total lockdown had finally been lifted and 

regulations relaxed, Safe Harbour once again was able to 

offer a Christmas Eve service on the beach at Sunset Cove - 

an ideal location surrounded by beachfront apartments 

where many people were able to walk up and join us or 

listen from their balconies. It was advertised on radio and 

social media. Flyers were also circulated at the venue 

leading up to the evening. We handed out bulletins and 

little finger lights so participants could read and sing along. 

The Old Testament prophecies for the coming Messiah and then Gospel fulfilments interspersed meaningful 

carols matching the readings. Some chickens came strutting and scratching among us and thankfully the 

mosquitoes left us in peace to bring praise to the newborn King! 

 Christmas Day Service 

The next morning, we “set up church” for the Christmas Day celebration of the Nativity of our Lord, at our usual 

Sunday morning place of worship at the Chamber of Commerce.  We were treated to live music by the very 

talented Burns family from Texas, who are planning to move here permanently in June.  Their rendition of “Mary 

did you know” was beautiful! After the service we were glad to not need to break everything down and transport 

back to the house – we could simply leave it all there till the next day, the First Sunday after Christmas! 

Open House at the new Parsonage 

We hosted our first Christmas open house the Sunday before Christmas. We were delighted to have many come 

and enjoy the snacks and fellowship. Many enjoyed taking a tour through the new home. 

New Year’s Eve Evening Prayer 

We held the service of Evening Prayer at our home to give thanks for God’s 

guidance through 2021 and ask for His protection in 2022. Not many attended since 

it had never been done before, but it was a good start. 

Please Pray for:  

• Outreach efforts in the new year  

• More to return to church  

• People’s hearts to be opened to the invitation to attend 
bible study and bring their kids to Sunday school.  
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Excerpt from: The Preus Family Dominican Republic 

Winter 2021 Newsletter 
Mission work updates 

In many ways, these last few months of life in the Dominican 

Republic have been missionary life as usual, except, it seems, more 

of it. In this final semester serving on the faculty of our seminary, I 

have been teaching three classes, and we are just now finishing up 

our final week of exams. Grading should be done before Christmas. I 

am so proud of these young men. They are receiving a good 

theological education at this seminary. How wonderful it has been to 

watch them grow in knowledge and maturity. I pray that God 

continues to bless them on their way and make them into faithful 

pastors.   

My last day serving as pastor of the church in Palmar was Sunday, 

November 28th. I can’t tell you how much I am going to miss these folks. As these dear brothers and sisters in 

Christ continue to grow in grace, I also pray for my dear brother, Pastor Idjon Fritz, who will now pastor them 

alone. This has been a particularly emotional farewell. I love these people very much. I’ve baptized nearly forty 

people in this community and in La Piedra, and so much work remains to be done. I thank God for Vicar 

Jeancarlos Ramírez and the seminarians, who are still carrying on visitations, classes, and Bible studies in La 

Piedra. I am comforted to know that Christ himself is their Shepherd, and as long as he remains their Shepherd, 

nobody will be able to snatch them from the hands of their heavenly Father. 

Besides classes and pastoral duties, these last months have been packed with all sorts of “last times.” The 

chaplain’s assistant scheduled me to preach in the seminary chapel as often as possible, and I gave a few last 

presentations to the faculty - one was a study on marriage and family to missionary pastors at a retreat in the 

mountain village of Jarabacoa. And there were, of course, a few final visits to church members and prospective 

members from the community. One of the most joyful times I’ve had was the opportunity to preach at the 

wedding of Pastor Idjon and his wife, Beatrice, in November. What a beautiful service and celebration we had. 

May God bless their marriage!... 

This missionary life is like the life of every Christian: we are always looking back with thankful hearts at the 

blessings God has graciously bestowed, and we are always looking forward with hope to the life he has 

promised us. May God continue to preserve and increase his Church in Latin America, and may he raise up new 

and strong churches in Eurasia to his eternal glory. And may he use us, all of us, unworthy as we are, to that 

blessed end! 

Dear friends and supporters, 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for our work. It encourages us that you follow our journey 

among the people of Latin America and on our transition and new beginnings in Eurasia during 2022. The Lord 

bless and keep you this Advent and Christmas season and into the New Year. 
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Around the District 

Called to Glory Martha Wollenburg, wife of former Montana District President George Wollenburg, was called 

to glory on Christmas Day, December 25, 2021.  Martha’s love and dedication to Christ 

was abundantly evident as she served her family and the church through LWML, Altar 

Guild, church music, Sunday school and Vacation Bible School teaching, while raising 

seven children. 

Her funeral was held at Trinity Lutheran Church on January 3, 2022. 

Martha’s full obituary can be found at: https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/

billingsgazette/name/martha-wollenburg-obituary?id=32036156 

I need Thy Presence every passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power? 

Who like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.  

(“Abide with Me” words by Henry F. Lyte, music by William H. Monk –Public Domain.) 

Called to Glory  Jerry Schreck, long-time lay-minister at Trinity, Kalispell died on Dec 16th with a Memorial Service at 

Trinity on Dec 28th and burial at Trinity Lutheran Cemetery. Jerry served His Lord faithfully 

at Trinity Lutheran Church in Kalispell from 1991 to his retirement 17 years later.  Prior to 

his serving Trinity as a Lay Minister, Jerry had attended Concordia University, Mequon, 

Wisconsin, for two years to acquire certification to serve in that capacity.   Jerry was 

preceded in death by his wife, Helen, in 2005.  Jerry spent the later part of his life at the 

Hidden Meadow Care Center between Whitefish and Columbia Falls.  Pastor Brian Lee, 

Pastor at Trinity Lutheran, officiated the Memorial Service & Internment. 

His full obituary can be found at: https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2021/dec/24/gerald-d-
jerry-schreck-82/ 

Called to Glory  Rev. Robert Mitchell was called to glory on December 11, 2021.  Pastor Mitchell taught and served 

as a Director of Christian Education, before becoming a pastor and serving his first call at 

First Lutheran Church, Bozeman.  He then served St. John Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge for 

10 years before retiring in 2020.  Pastor Mitchell is survived by his wife, Michele, three 

daughters, Genelle, Kathryn, Keren and son, Matthew.    

His funeral was held at St. John Lutheran Church on January 2, 2022. 

Pastor Mitchell’s full obituary can be found at: https://www.tributearchive.com/
obituaries/23402414/rev-robert-mitchell 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/billingsgazette/name/martha-wollenburg-obituary?id=32036156
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/billingsgazette/name/martha-wollenburg-obituary?id=32036156
https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2021/dec/24/gerald-d-jerry-schreck-82/
https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2021/dec/24/gerald-d-jerry-schreck-82/
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/23402414/rev-robert-mitchell
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/23402414/rev-robert-mitchell
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Thompson Falls 10th Anniversary Celebration 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson Falls celebrated their 10th anniversary with a service of 

thanksgiving and dinner, on January 9, 2022.  Pastor Terry Forke served as guest preacher, while the pastors of 

the Western Circuit served as liturgists. 

The  congregation of Thompson Falls was established as a church start on January 31, 2010, and  entered as a 

congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod on February 12, 2012.  It started in 2009 when, after 

conversations with people from the Thompson Falls area, the District’s Missions Committee began work on 

establishing a mission plant in the area.  In January of 2010, Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus was called to serve as the 

missionary-at large.  Rev. Duane Simonson was installed as the vacancy pastor in August of 2012, followed by 

sole pastor, Rev. Erich Kaelberer in May at 2013.  Prior to Pastor Kaelberer’s arrival, the congregation dedicated 

its current building at a service on January 6, 2013.  Pastor Jonathan Bonine was installed in January 2016, and 

after a vacancy, severed by Pastor Raymond Larson, current pastor, Jakob Berger was installed on December 1, 

2019. 

The members of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, joyfully celebrated God’s faithfulness and provision 

over the last 10 years.  May this steadfast congregation worship in His grace and love for many more years to 

come. 

Thanksgiving: O Lord of the church, we praise you on this day for the opportunity to celebrate your 

blessing upon us as a congregation of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church.  We beseech you, 

therefore, that as you have promised, your word will go out into our valley, not returning empty, but 

accomplishing that which you propose, and succeed in the thing for which you send it: bringing sinners 

to repentance, life to the believers, and hope for all.  Through the same incarnate word, your Son, our 

savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Pictures L to R: Pastor Andrew Eckert, Pastor Terry Forke, Pastor Jakob Berger, Pastor Russell Fitch, 

and Pastor Vernon Sandersfeld 
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Received into membership at Faith Lutheran in Boulder were Isaiah, Evelyn, Ethan, Jaimie Hollatz and Letty and 

Scott Miller.  May God bless them at Faith as we know they will be a blessing to us.  Welcome New Members! 

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, 
“children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.”  Then you will shine among 
them like stars in the sky. 

Philippians 2:14-15 (ESV) 

2022 KALEIDOSCOPE FUND 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is always looking for opportunities to support the Church in fulfilling its 
mission of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is why in 2016, we established the Kaleidoscope Fund. 

In the last six years, over $3 million in grants have been given to 57 Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
ministries. 

We are excited to announce that this year we will be doing another grant cycle: 

• Eligibility is limited to LCMS K-8 elementary schools. Schools that are Recognized Service Organizations (RSOs) 
are not eligible.* 

• Funds will be granted in amounts between $10,000 to $40,000. 

This year, we’re inviting Lutheran schools to dream about programs and projects that improve and expand the 
reach of their school through four categories:  
• Faculty wellness  
• Curriculum development  
• Technology  
• Student engagement/outreach 

The 2022 grant process opens on January 15, 2022 and closes on June 1, 2022.  

Visit lcef.org/kaleidoscope for full details.  

*Note: LCEF Articles of Incorporation and Synod Bylaws prohibit LCEF from distributing net operating results to 

Auxiliaries, RSOs, seminaries, colleges or universities of the Synod. 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Kalispell, MT is looking for a Child Care Director 
If you or someone you know would be interested in this position or would like more information and a job 
description please contact: 

   Suzanne Rasmussen 
   406-260-3770 
   no1teacher@hotmail.com 

mailto:no1teacher@hotmail.com

