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Is Christ Divided? 
 
 “I shed no tears when I left that church.  I had been a member for years, but I finally got 
fed up with the politics.  There were three distinct factions, always at each other’s throats, 
always playing to win, always recruiting.  The Pastor was in the fray, pitting one party against 
the others.  It was no different than the nightly news.  In fact, it was worse.  Nobody fact-checks 
what Christians say about each other.”   
 I am sure you have heard something like this, maybe even about the LCMS.  The 
sentiment is realistic…and damning.   Yet, God works in mysterious ways.  In view of the fact 
that we have undertaken this study, perhaps He has brought this specific group of leaders 
together to question the health of our political culture.  Maybe it is time for us, as leaders to 
take a second look at certain behaviors to which we have grown accustomed.   

Changing ingrained habits is no task for the faint of heart.  Still, the Word of God will 
have its way among us.  God may use us to nudge the LCMS in a new direction regarding how 
we speak and behave toward one another in the politics  of our Synod.  
 Politics1 are necessary and profitable in any human system that desires to do good for 
others.  It is not possible, nor would it be healthy in a sinful world for everyone to have the 
same opinion.  Differences of opinion help shed the light of composite human reason on a 
particular decision.  Our time together on this issue is, therefore, not focused on the existence 
of varying opinions about how the Synod should conduct its business, but on how we go about 
expressing those opinions.   
 The members of the Corinthian congregation had broken up into factions in such an 
unhealthy manner that it led Paul to ask, “Is Christ divided?”  That question reveals a truth 
about partisan politics in the Church.  The issue is not only about the break down of inter-
personal relations, that is, Christians being mad and disliking each other (as if that were not bad 
enough).  Schisms in the Church can reach a point where it may appear to the casual observer, 
believer and unbeliever alike, that Jesus is divided.  We may allow our divisions to run so deep 
that we condone the fracturing of the blessed Word to our individual use, to advance our 
personal cause, to further strengthen the position of our party.  Allowing divisions to be 
practiced in unhealthy ways will inevitably have a negative impact on the proclamation of the 
Gospel.   
 The congregation in Ephesus also struggled with living out the unity of the faith.  It 
appears that a “dividing wall of hostility” (2:14) had been allowed to flourish between those 
called “the uncircumcision” by “the circumcision” party. (2:11)  Such titles are what is behind 
Paul’s reminder that Christ had created “one new man in place of the two, so making peace.” 
(2:15)  In Chapter 4 Paul offers a very practical manner in which this separation might be 
addressed. 
 
 So, let’s spend a few minutes together under the Word of God to the Corinthian and 
Ephesian congregations to focus on how we speak and behave in the political realm in The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  
                                                           
1 Politics is the set of activities that are associated with making decisions in groups, or other forms of power 
relations between individuals, such as the distribution of resources or status. 
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CORINTH 
 Paul begins his first letter to the Corinthians gently.  He opens by reminding them of the 
blessings of God’s gifts, especially of speech and knowledge, and assures them that God is 
faithful and that He will sustain them to the end.  By the time he gets to 1:10 he is addressing 
the factions that have developed, but in a positive way, calling them back to a unity of 
judgment.   
 Paul then veers away from direct discourse about factions to focus on the power and 
wisdom of the cross of Christ, the very unifying power they need.  For a chapter and a half Paul 
builds the case that the power and wisdom of the world is divisive and destructive, while the 
power and wisdom of the cross builds and unifies.   
 On this foundation Paul is ready, in chapter three, to reveal his very harsh conclusion 
that the Corinthian congregation is not spiritual, but fleshly.  His primary evidence is that they 
have allowed divisions, built on specific personalities, to prosper in the Church.  His preferred 
solution is a vibrant faith that trusts God to build the Church.  This faith is the godly answer to 
the unhealthy belief that our individual plans, or the methods adopted by our faction are 
essential to the Church’s survival.  
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10–17 (UBS4)  

10 Παρακαλῶ δὲ ὑμᾶς, ἀδελφοί, διὰ τοῦ ὀνόματος τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ἵνα 
τὸ αὐτὸ λέγητε πάντες καὶ μὴ ᾖ ἐν ὑμῖν σχίσματα, ἦτε δὲ κατηρτισμένοι ἐν τῷ αὐτῷ νοῒ καὶ 
ἐν τῇ αὐτῇ γνώμῃ. 11 ἐδηλώθη γάρ μοι περὶ ὑμῶν, ἀδελφοί μου, ὑπὸ τῶν Χλόης ὅτι ἔριδες 
ἐν ὑμῖν εἰσιν. 12 λέγω δὲ τοῦτο ὅτι ἕκαστος ὑμῶν λέγει, Ἐγὼ μέν εἰμι Παύλου, Ἐγὼ δὲ 
Ἀπολλῶ, Ἐγὼ δὲ Κηφᾶ, Ἐγὼ δὲ Χριστοῦ. 13 μεμέρισται ὁ Χριστός; μὴ Παῦλος ἐσταυρώθη 
ὑπὲρ ὑμῶν, ἢ εἰς τὸ ὄνομα Παύλου ἐβαπτίσθητε; 14 εὐχαριστῶ [τῷ θεῷ] ὅτι οὐδένα ὑμῶν 
ἐβάπτισα εἰ μὴ Κρίσπον καὶ Γάϊον, 15 ἵνα μή τις εἴπῃ ὅτι εἰς τὸ ἐμὸν ὄνομα ἐβαπτίσθητε. 16 
ἐβάπτισα δὲ καὶ τὸν Στεφανᾶ οἶκον, λοιπὸν οὐκ οἶδα εἴ τινα ἄλλον ἐβάπτισα. 17 οὐ γὰρ 
ἀπέστειλέν με Χριστὸς βαπτίζειν ἀλλὰ εὐαγγελίζεσθαι, οὐκ ἐν σοφίᾳ λόγου, ἵνα μὴ κενωθῇ 
ὁ σταυρὸς τοῦ Χριστοῦ.  
 
1 Corinthians 1:10–17 (ESV)  
10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among 
you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow 
Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did 
baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 
anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with 
words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  
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QUESTIONS 
 
1. Discuss the differences between an anthropocentric and a Christocentric unity in terms of: 
source, effects, and application to our lives. V10 
 
2. What does it mean to “all say the same thing?”  What would it mean if “that there may not 
be schisms among you” was understood to stand in apposition to the previous phrase?  What 
makes a schism a schism?  V10 
 
3. What evidence do you see of such prohibited schisms, factions, parties in the LCMS?  V12 
 
4. Carefully, and objectively describe the positions of the various parties at work in the LCMS 
today.   
 
5. What results of divisive behavior do you see upon the LCMS today?  Is Christ divided?  V13 
 
1 Corinthians 3:1–11 (UBS4)  
Κἀγώ, ἀδελφοί, οὐκ ἠδυνήθην λαλῆσαι ὑμῖν ὡς πνευματικοῖς ἀλλʼ ὡς σαρκίνοις, ὡς νηπίοις 
ἐν Χριστῷ. 2 γάλα ὑμᾶς ἐπότισα, οὐ βρῶμα· οὔπω γὰρ ἐδύνασθε. ἀλλʼ οὐδὲ ἔτι νῦν 
δύνασθε, 3 ἔτι γὰρ σαρκικοί ἐστε. ὅπου γὰρ ἐν ὑμῖν ζῆλος καὶ ἔρις, οὐχὶ σαρκικοί ἐστε καὶ 
κατὰ ἄνθρωπον περιπατεῖτε; 4 ὅταν γὰρ λέγῃ τις, Ἐγὼ μέν εἰμι Παύλου, ἕτερος δέ, Ἐγὼ 
Ἀπολλῶ, οὐκ ἄνθρωποί ἐστε; 5 τί οὖν ἐστιν Ἀπολλῶς; τί δέ ἐστιν Παῦλος; διάκονοι διʼ ὧν 
ἐπιστεύσατε, καὶ ἑκάστῳ ὡς ὁ κύριος ἔδωκεν. 6 ἐγὼ ἐφύτευσα, Ἀπολλῶς ἐπότισεν, ἀλλὰ ὁ 
θεὸς ηὔξανεν· 7 ὥστε οὔτε ὁ φυτεύων ἐστίν τι οὔτε ὁ ποτίζων ἀλλʼ ὁ αὐξάνων θεός. 8 ὁ 
φυτεύων δὲ καὶ ὁ ποτίζων ἕν εἰσιν, ἕκαστος δὲ τὸν ἴδιον μισθὸν λήμψεται κατὰ τὸν ἴδιον 
κόπον· 9 θεοῦ γάρ ἐσμεν συνεργοί, θεοῦ γεώργιον, θεοῦ οἰκοδομή ἐστε.  

10 Κατὰ τὴν χάριν τοῦ θεοῦ τὴν δοθεῖσάν μοι ὡς σοφὸς ἀρχιτέκτων θεμέλιον ἔθηκα, 
ἄλλος δὲ ἐποικοδομεῖ. ἕκαστος δὲ βλεπέτω πῶς ἐποικοδομεῖ. 11 θεμέλιον γὰρ ἄλλον οὐδεὶς 
δύναται θεῖναι παρὰ τὸν κείμενον, ὅς ἐστιν Ἰησοῦς Χριστός.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:1–11 (ESV)  
3 1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even 
now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I 
follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?  
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and 
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he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are 
God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.  
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no 
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.   
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. How would Paul assess the current political behaviors at play in the LCMS? V3 
 
2. What word does Paul suggest we use when we think about those who are leaders in the 
Church?  V5 
 
3. How do leaders become leaders?  V5 What might that mean about how we conduct political 
campaigns in the LCMS?  
 
4. How does Paul assess the leaders who plant and water?  V7 
 
5. How should confessing that Jesus is the only foundation of the Church impact political 
behaviors? V11 
 
EPHESUS 
 In Ephesians chapter 4 Paul picks up close to where he left off in I Corinthians 3.  Having 
discussed the “unsearchable riches of Christ,” he takes up the issue of unity.  That there is “one 
God and Father who is over all and through all and in all” reveals the source of our unity.  
Throughout this chapter Paul supplies key insights that may help with living out the unity of the 
Spirit in a political world.  
 
Ephesians 4:1–6 (UBS4)  
Παρακαλῶ οὖν ὑμᾶς ἐγὼ ὁ δέσμιος ἐν κυρίῳ ἀξίως περιπατῆσαι τῆς κλήσεως ἧς ἐκλήθητε, 
2 μετὰ πάσης ταπεινοφροσύνης καὶ πραΰτητος, μετὰ μακροθυμίας, ἀνεχόμενοι ἀλλήλων ἐν 
ἀγάπῃ, 3 σπουδάζοντες τηρεῖν τὴν ἑνότητα τοῦ πνεύματος ἐν τῷ συνδέσμῳ τῆς εἰρήνης· 4 
ἓν σῶμα καὶ ἓν πνεῦμα, καθὼς καὶ ἐκλήθητε ἐν μιᾷ ἐλπίδι τῆς κλήσεως ὑμῶν· 5 εἷς κύριος, 
μία πίστις, ἓν βάπτισμα, 6 εἷς θεὸς καὶ πατὴρ πάντων, ὁ ἐπὶ πάντων καὶ διὰ πάντων καὶ ἐν 
πᾶσιν.  
 
Ephesians 4:1–6 (ESV) 
4 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one 
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 
all. 
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QUESTIONS 
 
1. What would it look like to endure, be patient with, someone with whom you disagree in the 
political sphere, or someone who is a member of a different party of the Synod?  V2  (Excluding 
teaching of false doctrine) 
 
2. What specific behaviors give evidence of an eagerness to maintain the unity of the Spirit?  V3  
Would passing a resolution qualify?   
 
3. What does a unity of doctrine and practice entail? 
 
4. What is Paul trying to convey by using the word “one” seven times in a row?  V4&5 Is Christ 
divided? 
 
Ephesians 4:13–16 (UBS4)  
13 μέχρι καταντήσωμεν οἱ πάντες εἰς τὴν ἑνότητα τῆς πίστεως καὶ τῆς ἐπιγνώσεως τοῦ 
υἱοῦ τοῦ θεοῦ, εἰς ἄνδρα τέλειον, εἰς μέτρον ἡλικίας τοῦ πληρώματος τοῦ Χριστοῦ,  
14 ἵνα μηκέτι ὦμεν νήπιοι, κλυδωνιζόμενοι καὶ περιφερόμενοι παντὶ ἀνέμῳ τῆς 
διδασκαλίας ἐν τῇ κυβείᾳ τῶν ἀνθρώπων, ἐν πανουργίᾳ πρὸς τὴν μεθοδείαν τῆς πλάνης, 
15 ἀληθεύοντες δὲ ἐν ἀγάπῃ αὐξήσωμεν εἰς αὐτὸν τὰ πάντα, ὅς ἐστιν ἡ κεφαλή, Χριστός, 
16 ἐξ οὗ πᾶν τὸ σῶμα συναρμολογούμενον καὶ συμβιβαζόμενον διὰ πάσης ἁφῆς τῆς 
ἐπιχορηγίας κατʼ ἐνέργειαν ἐν μέτρῳ ἑνὸς ἑκάστου μέρους τὴν αὔξησιν τοῦ σώματος 
ποιεῖται εἰς οἰκοδομὴν ἑαυτοῦ ἐν ἀγάπῃ.  
 
Ephesians 4:13–16 (ESV)  
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. What is the vaccine against being tossed to and fro by human cunning and deceitful 
schemes?  V13    
 
2. While we are at work in political maneuvers, who might be at work by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes?  V14  How might this reality impact our behavior? 
 
3. What specific behaviors would you be looking for if the LCMS were to adopt a political 
scenario where the body was building itself up in love?  V16 
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Ephesians 4:29–32 (UBS4)  
29 πᾶς λόγος σαπρὸς ἐκ τοῦ στόματος ὑμῶν μὴ ἐκπορευέσθω, ἀλλὰ εἴ τις ἀγαθὸς πρὸς 
οἰκοδομὴν τῆς χρείας, ἵνα δῷ χάριν τοῖς ἀκούουσιν. 30 καὶ μὴ λυπεῖτε τὸ πνεῦμα τὸ ἅγιον 
τοῦ θεοῦ, ἐν ᾧ ἐσφραγίσθητε εἰς ἡμέραν ἀπολυτρώσεως. 31 πᾶσα πικρία καὶ θυμὸς καὶ 
ὀργὴ καὶ κραυγὴ καὶ βλασφημία ἀρθήτω ἀφʼ ὑμῶν σὺν πάσῃ κακίᾳ. 32 γίνεσθε [δὲ] εἰς 
ἀλλήλους χρηστοί, εὔσπλαγχνοι, χαριζόμενοι ἑαυτοῖς, καθὼς καὶ ὁ θεὸς ἐν Χριστῷ 
ἐχαρίσατο ὑμῖν.  
 
Ephesians 4:29–32 (ESV)  
29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as 
fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. What does “corrupting” talk do to the person who is not in your party?  V29 What does “good 
toward building up” talk accomplish?  V29 
 
2. What might the passive imperative form of the verb “to take away” suggest about who is 
actually doing the work when we curb our anger? V31 
 
3. The grace of kindness and compassion has only one source.  In what ways can the grace of 
God in Christ Jesus be put to work in the political arena of the LCMS? V32 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ has built a magnificent Church.  Though it is 
comprised of sinful human beings with varying personalities and opinions, the Church is united 
by none other than Christ Himself.  To answer Paul’s question, “No, Christ is not divided.”  
Neither are we…unless we sinfully force the world’s ways into our relationships.   
 We must allow for open conversation among the brothers.  This is healthy.  We also 
desire that conversation to be centered in the Gospel so that Christ is upheld, and His Word is 
honored.  Dear Lord, make this so, for the sake of Christ and His Holy Church.  
 We have wrung our hands about politics and electioneering in our Synod for many years.  
We may have even concluded that there is nothing we can do.  However, if we are astute enough 
to recognize something is amiss, we may be bold enough to believe that the Word of God can do 
something when we cannot.  At the very least we can pray that God will work His Word and His 
will in our lives in such a way that we model for the Synod, a better way.  
 
 *If some Word of God we have worked on today has convinced or convicted you, please 
consider doing what Jesus has told you to do.  Go to the brother, confess your sin and receive the 
blessed absolution so that together you may rejoice in the unity Christ has won for His Church.* 


