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Unquenchable Fire 

 “It’s as hot as hell,” sighed a fellow Wal-Mart-ian, as we exited the coolness of the store onto the cast iron 

frying pan that passes for a parking lot, on yet another triple-digit day in Billings.  I did not ask about his personal 

experience in hell, but it got me thinking about heat and fires.  The Bible doesn’t say that hell is hot.  Heat is an 

implication of the fact that the fires in hell are “unquenchable.”  “It is better for you to enter life crippled than with 

two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire.” (Mark 9:43)   

 Fire is certainly something we have endured in Montana this summer.  Unfortunately, our experience has 

been blunted by rational explanations, and by a stubborn refusal to repent.  When something as forceful and 

fearful as this year’s fires dominates our lives, it is a good spiritual practice to ask what it might mean.  It is easy to 

be satisfied with the rational explanations that fill our headlines.  These fires are the result of: “bad forest policy of 

fire suppression,” “climate change,” “big corporations that abuse nature,” “ongoing drought,” “stupid people who 

play with fire.”  These physical causes may provide and excuse to avoid asking about spiritual meaning.  

 Since fire is such a common means of expressing the sufferings of hell, (e.g. in the Gospel of Matthew alone: 

3:10, 3:12, 5:22, 7:19, 13:40, 18:8, 25:41), one might hope that Christians would be prepared to “interpret the signs 

of the times.”  (Mt 16:3)  My point is that the seemingly unquenchable fires of 2021 could be used to direct our 

minds to the reality of the fires of hell. Even the most biblically illiterate Wal-Mart shoppers know that hell is hot, 

but does it make any difference in their lives, or ours?   

 “Look, the hills are on fire. Run!”  (Some of you may have actually had to do that.)  Here is a lesson in 

repentance.  It is time for a change in direction.  So much is occurring in our nation right now, clearly 

demonstrating that neither we, nor even the most learned scientists, are in control.  It will not do to say that the 

nation, or someone else should repent.  “It is time for judgment to begin at the Household of God.”  (I Peter 4:17)  

If we were to recognize these fires a parable pointing to the fires of hell, we would be reminded to ask for 

forgiveness and trust in Jesus alone.  In this way we testify to the world, that Jesus is the only way of salvation.  

 Dearly beloved, the fires of hell are not for you.  No, you have not been able to construct a defensible space 

around your life.  You do have a shield and defender.  Through His holy life, His death, His resurrection, Jesus has 

quenched the unquenchable.  The fires of hell cannot reach you, because Jesus already endured that fire for you.  

Having been drenched in the waters of baptism, that create faith in Jesus, you will live.  

 Imagine how we will rejoice this fall, if and when the wildland fires are out.  How much more should we 

rejoice in Jesus, who has rescued us? We will never know what, “as hot as hell” might mean.  These fires may 

remind us that the fire of hell is real, but even more so they drive us to know Jesus as our only Savior.   

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 
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Around the District 

Rev. Dr. David Preus, serving as missionary 

to the Dominican Republic, has returned 

the Call to Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney 

and St. John, Fairview.   Rev. Dr. Mark 

Nicolaus continues to serve the vacancy 

at Trinity, and Rev. David Behm, the 

vacancy for St. John. 

St. John Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge has 

called Rev. Troy Slater of Faith Lutheran 

Church, Richmond, MO. Pastor James 

Pierce continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor. 

Pastor Kyle Winter, The Church at Creston

-Lutheran, has declined the Call to  St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Wenatchee.  

Blessings as you continue to serve in 

Montana!  

District President’s Calendar 

Aug 1: Rev. Mark Grunst retirement  

   celebration, Mt. Olive Lutheran 

   Church, Billings 

Aug 6: Hilda Huber Memorial Service,  

   Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings 

Aug 8: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Aug 9: Board of Directors Meeting,  

   District Office, Billings 

Aug 15: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Sept 8-11:   Council of Presidents Meeting,  

         St. Louis, MO 

Sept 19: Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney 

   St. John Lutheran Church, Fairview 

Sept 12: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Sept 26: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Fall Pastors’ Conference 

Greetings, Pastors of the Montana District. The Dates and Place of our Fall Conference have been 

set. The Conference will be held October 12-14 at St. Paul in Lewistown, MT. I was recently made 

aware that the Hotel/Motel accommodations in Lewistown are somewhat slim, so if you plan to 

attend--and you ought to, it will be a great Conference--I recommend you make your reservations 

sooner rather than later. If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Fall Conference 

President, Marcus Williams. 

 7I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.  8 I 
have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not 
be shaken.  9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh 
also dwells secure. 

~Psalm 16:7-9 (ESV) 
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Pastor Brian Lee’s installation, Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell 

Pictured L to R: Rev. Kevin Bueltmann, Rev. Richard Schneider, Rev. 
Kyle Winter, Rev. Timothy Christenson, Rev. Jonathan Schultz, Rev. 
Bruce Zagel, Rev. Darold Reiner, Rev. Steven Thomas, Rev. Kyle Whaley 

Installations 

Welcome to the Montana District, Pastor Jonathan Schultz and Pastor Brian Lee! 

Pastor Jonathan Schultz’s installation, Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV) 

Pictured L to R: Rev. Scott Kerns, Rev. Charles Lehmann, 

Rev. Chris Tabbert, Rev. Jonathan Schultz, Rev. Mark 

Wiegert, Rev. Joshua Reinke, Rev. Glenn Schultz, and 

Rev. Marcus Williams 

Top Row L-R: Joshua, Amy, 
Pastor Schultz 

Bottom Row L-R: Hannah, 
Rachel, Samuel, Isaac 
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Excerpt from: Serving the Lord in the Cayman Islands 
News from Gerald and Heidi Paul, August 2021 

Help needed with banner-making! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three sets of eights designs (not to scale) that Heidi has created and would like appliqued. However, she 
faces challenges unique to island life preventing her from doing it herself.  
 
Calling banner-makers!  
 We believe banners would help transform the rented conference room, that has to be set up every 
Sunday, into a sacred worship space. Heidi has made designs for banners of every liturgical color and 
festival and now needs help in making them.   
Thrivent Action Team Grants 
Heidi wanted to use her two Action Team grants for the supplies, but those cannot be sent to/used on the 
island, only in the USA.   
USA Coordinator needed 
Heidi needs someone in the USA to spearhead this operation to coordinate with other volunteers on the 
banner-making team to use Heidi’s and/or their Action Team grants to buy supplies and create these 
banners. Heidi has written up specs and construction ideas to go with the designs. If you feel called to be 
this coordinator, or if you want to join our banner-making team, please contact us for more info. Thank 
you! We look forward to getting this project started and working with you! (gerald.paul@lcms.org) 

Please Pray for: 

• A solution to our housing situation, to accommodate us, as well as the church office and the church’s 
things 

• More to return to church  

• The unbaptized children and grandchildren of members to be baptized. 

• People’s hearts to be opened to the invitation to attend bible study and bring their kids to Sunday school. 

Give thanks for: 

• Our supportive church family 

• Every Sunday revealing more members returning to church 

• The faithful few regularly attending the Divine Services 

Praise God for: 

• The many congregations and individuals who encourage support and pray for us and the mission. 

• We thank YOU personally for all of YOUR support, prayers and encouragement. We LOVE receiving your 
notes, messages and emails! 
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett 

Serving in Ethiopia 

God Sustains His People and His Word   

Addis Ababa— Greetings in Christ from Ethiopia. Exams are finished, 
theses have been defended and the summer semester is about to end and 
new intake of students will take place in a few weeks. I was talking to a 
few people about daily life outside of Addis Ababa, and learned some 
interesting things that we wouldn't see in our country. Many of the 
students attend school barefoot and often without breakfast. With the 
many troubles that have afflicted Ethiopia this last year, many people are 
now eating only one (sometimes two) meals/day. The cost of groceries 
have almost doubled in the last two months. The people eat meat only 
once or twice per year at the highest festivals only. Girls, if they get the 
chance to go to school, often stop going to school in 8th or 9th grade since 
they are often married by that time and having children.  

Yet, through these hardships and when many to the north and south don’t know where their next 
meal is coming from, the Lord continues to provide students for training. They give up a lot. They 
often don’t see their families for months at a time. There is no longer housing for families on 
campus, so they come alone and their wives try to run the household and do small jobs to keep 
their children fed. They are recognizing that in order for their tribes to hear the Word of God, they 
must sacrifice to make that hap-pen. Please keep them in your prayers, for perseverance, for food 
and for the well-being of their families while they are away. I thank God and you that we are here.  

Feeding the Poor  
In Ethiopia, it is almost unheard of to just make food for yourself, eat and clean up your dishes. If 
food is prepared, people will actively seek others out to share with and will often feel guilty if there 
is no one. This picture is showing a local church preparing food for the poor for a local area here in 
Addis that needs help.  

   Christ Academy 
The 22nd annual Christ Academy: Timothy and Phoebe School was held at 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, from June 20– July 3, 2021.  
Along with 39 young men and 25 other young women, Rachel attended this 
two week program.  Created to support high schoolers interested in theology 
and vocation in the church, 
students are immerse in 
seminary activities, including 
classes taught by 14 
professors, one guest 
lecturer, and local pastors and 
deaconesses.  They worship 

together in Kramer Chapel, participate in service 
projects on campus and in the community, and 
enjoy a variety of group activities in their free time.   
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Sunday August 15 Faith Lutheran in Boulder had its annual church service and picnic at a members 

home in the mountains north of Boulder.  It was a great service and picnic to the glory of God in His 

creation!  Also Pastor Linderman's 45th Anniversary in the ministry was celebrated as well as Lois 

and his 50th Wedding Anniversary.  Thanks be to God Almighty for 

His generous blessings at Faith Lutheran physically and spiritually!! 

To Him be all the Glory! ~Pastor Bruce Linderman   

Fire-Service 

 As of today, 482,000 acres have burned across the state of Montana.  These fires have devasted 

many lives through loss of home, property, livelihood, and hope.  It is at times like these when 

Christians look for ways to be of service to our neighbors.  There are a number of service 

organizations that will be assisting those who have been harmed.  Now might be a good time to 

consider giving to those organizations.  If you are looking to get your hands a little dirty, you might 

consider helping out at temporary shelters, or places that are distributing needed items like food 

and water.  Even dirtier you say.  Farmers and ranchers will have lost a lot of fencing.  Someone you 

know might need some help putting up fence.  Perhaps a congregation or two in hard-hit 

communities could work together on bigger projects.  If you or your congregation have a project in 

mind, please contact the District office to see if we might be able to help.   

 We don’t get involved to make ourselves feel good, or to be seen.  It is the love of Christ that 

compels us to love our neighbor.  Because He loves us we can love our neighbor.  On top of that, we 

know that our loving Father may use such acts of service to create an opportunity for the Gospel to 

be spoken and heard.  We might be tempted to whine about the fires, but we can remind ourselves 

that behind every fire there is an opportunity for service.  

~Pastor Terry Forke 

Around the District 
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

August 9, 2021 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, August 9th, at the District 

office and via Zoom, for the quarterly board meeting.  Items included the 2nd quarter financial 

statements indicating that the district is in  a good financial position, presentation of the final 

audit report by Mangis Accounting, no adjustments were need, review and approval of 

Constitutions and Bylaws from First Lutheran Church (Helena), First Lutheran Church 

(Missoula), and Holy Cross Lutheran Church (Eureka), the review and awarding of the Church 

Work Scholarship Grants and School Grants, discussion of in person attendance of Board of 

Directors meetings, review and approval of the 2022 Pastoral Salary Guidelines, review and 

approval of a Mercy Fund request, and review and amendment to the Student Loan 

Repayment Policy.  A Church Work Scholarship was awarded to William Harr  of Great Falls 

(son of Pastor Wade Harr, formerly shepherded First Lutheran Church, Fort Benton).  He is 

currently attending Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne.  School Grants were awarded 

to King’s Kids Preschool (Columbia Falls) for outdoor play equipment and communication 

devices, and the Trinity Lutheran School (Billings) for literary resources such as literary 

manipulatives (magnetic letters, alphabet stamps, and sentence strip builders) and listening 

center equipment.  Our Savior Lutheran Preschool was also granted funds for air purifiers.  

Four schools (Trinity, Billings/Mt. Olive, Billings/Trinity, Kalispell/Trinity, Miles City) received 

$1000 each from the Montana District Lutheran School Scholarship Fund to help financially 

support attendance to their school.  LCEF has reimbursed the Montana District for the 

purchase of God Made Boys and Girls by Marty Machowski.  A copy was purchased for each 

pastor, commissioned worker and congregation of our district.  They will be distributed at the 

Fall Pastors’ Conference and shipped to commissioned workers. 

During the past quarter, President Forke continued to make contact with rostered workers of 

the Montana District, providing truth and encouragement through God’s Word.  

The meeting concluded with a tour of the construction cite of Christ the King Lutheran Church, 

with on site district offices.  The building project is projected to be completed within the 

coming year.  

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, Monday, October 11th at the District office in 

Billings.   
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Traveling VBS 

‘Come meet Jesus’, ‘Jesus loves you’, and ‘Jesus is 

with you’ are just a few Bible truths that were 

heard in the yard at St John Lutheran Church 

Deer Lodge this summer.  Our Montana Traveling 

VBS team spent July 11-14 this summer sharing 

the Good News.  The theme for the week was 

‘Come Walk with Jesus, our Shepherd’.  The VBS 

team along with volunteers from the 

congregation worked together reaching out into 

the Deer Lodge community.  Each day the 

children would ‘travel’ to various places to meet 

and hear various Bible stories.  Some of the 

stories included meeting a shepherd who lost a 

sheep, finding Zacchaeus in a tree, riding a boat on the Sea of Galilee and celebrating Christmas.  The last day was a 

celebration and dinner for the children, congregation and community. 

Confirmation 

Noah and Kayla Hollatz renewed their Baptismal Vows in the Rite of 

Confirmation as they were brought into Communicant Membership at 

Faith Lutheran Boulder, MT  May God continue to be with them in 

their walk with Christ Jesus and may their faith grow stronger every 

day.  "Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life."  

Earlier this month, Pastor Arlo Pullmann (St. John Lutheran Church, 

Laurel) and his wife, Nanette, and were visiting their son, Gideon, who is 

pastor of Zion Lutheran Church of Tobias, NE. While there, he took them 

Daykin to show them the church building where he serves as vacancy 

pastor. The two congregations may eventually become a dual parish. 

Pastor and Nanette came across a board of photographs of previous 

pastors.  Upon closer inspection, they noticed a picture of Pastor Kent 

Stenzel (emeritus), who previously served  as pastor to Trinity and St. 

John Lutheran Church (Sidney/Fairview) and Trinity Lutheran Church 

(Great Falls)! 


