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The Magicians Did the Same 

 Last night Angel was riding her little strider bike 

around in our driveway.  She is determined to prove she 

is the King of the world, so she set a course for the road 

just beyond.  I could see that she wasn’t going to stop, so 

I rushed over and grabbed her by the collar and turned 

her around.  She was mad, and perhaps hurt.  She 

wailed.  Sometimes fathers are willing to use violent 

means to get their children to turn around.  

 God also is willing to invest, extensively, in bringing 

people to repentance.  The Scripture is replete with 

fantastic, creative, even somewhat humorous Divine 

interventions to drive men to repent.  A fascinating 

example is what happened in Egypt prompting the 

Exodus of the people of Israel. You will recall that God 

sent 10 plagues on the people of Egypt in order to 

convince the Pharaoh, (King) to let the people of Israel 

out of their slavery in order to return to the promise 

land.   The plagues had devastating impacts on the 

nation and its people.  But the Pharaoh was intransient.  

He refused to repent.   

 One of the reasons he refused to repent is the ability 

of his servants to mimic the plagues.  In at least three of 

the cases, after God sent a plague, the Bible says,  “…the 

magicians of Egypt also did the same by their secret 

arts.” (Exodus 7:11, 22, 8:7)  It appeared to the Pharaoh, 

if not to the people, that there was an explanation for 

what was happening.  If there was an explanation then it 

didn’t seem so bad and there was no need to repent. 

The magicians explained away God’s acts of judgment by 

their sciences.  

 Today science explains away whatever might 

formerly have been thought of as an act of God designed 

to bring us to repentance.  From fires to floods, from 

earthquakes to Ebola, from climate change to Corona, 

we modern humans, no longer attracted to magic, have 

come to find solace in science.  We have such a degree 

of faith in the scientific community to solve our 

problems that afflictions rarely pierce our souls.  God 

may go to great lengths to get us to repent, but we are 

listening to the latest studies.  The Corona virus stirred 

incomparable scientific action but very little spiritual.  

Few saw the need to repent because their faith in the 

scientific community’s capacity to save them was 

indefatigable. “When the vaccine takes hold, everything 

will get back to normal.” 

 In general, “normal” means the same measure of 

debauchery as prior to the pandemic.  “No repentance, 

for us, thank you very much  We’re going to live how we 

want to live.”  Such an attitude does not take into 

consideration that the magicians did not succeed.  God 

had His way with Pharaoh and the people of Egypt.  In 

fact, if we don’t turn and head in the direction God is 

heading, destruction lies in wait.  “Unless you too 

repent, you also will all perish,” says Jesus in Luke 13.  

This is repentance, to turn from our sinful ways, to the 

way of God in Christ Jesus.  Repentance is not optional. 

 God may go to great lengths to get us to repent, but 

that is not the goal.  He calls us to repentance for the 

sake of forgiveness.  Here is something the magicians 

cannot conjure.  Here is something the scientists cannot 

duplicate in the lab.  Only Jesus can offer forgiveness.  

Magic has lost its moxie.  Science cannot save us.  Jesus 

loves, forgives and takes us from this decaying world to 

be with Him. 

Montana District President 

Rev. Terry Forke 
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Around the District 

Rev. Glenn Fluegge, a professor of Theology at 

Concordia University, Irvine, has returned the Call 

to Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell.  Pastor Kevin 

Bueltmann continues to serve the vacancy. 

Pastor Joseph Ostafinski, sole pastor of Heritage 

Lutheran Church, Valparaiso, IN has declined the 

Call to St. John, Deer Lodge.  The congregation has 

called Pastor Bruce Lesemann of St. John Lutheran 

Church, Storm Lake, IA.  Pastor James Pierce 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney and St. John, 

Fairview, have called Rev. Mark Chepulis of Our 

Savior Lutheran Church, Cavalier, Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, Langdon and St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, St. Thomas, ND.  Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus 

continues to serve the vacancy at Trinity, and Rev. 

David Behm, the vacancy for St. John. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls, has called Rev. 

Jonathan Schulz of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 

Estes Park, CO.  Pastor Bruce Zagel (Emeritus) 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Ms. Kianna Ogilvie and Ms. Erin Johnson, graduates 

of Concordia University, Nebraska, and Dr. Sarah 

Elliot, Faith Lutheran School, Lacey WA, and have 

accepted the Call to teach at Trinity Lutheran, 

Kalispell.  Welcome Kianna, Erin and Sarah! 

Roger and Judy Van Andel, Emeriti Commissioned 

Workers, have transferred to  the Minnesota South 

District.  Thank you for your faithful service, and 

continue blessings in your new home! 

District President’s Calendar 

Apr 1: Good Friday Service, St. Paul,  

 Roundup 

Apr 2: Good Friday Service, Trinity,  

 Harlowton 

Apr 4: Easter Sunday Trinity, Harlowton 

Apr 11: Trinity Lutheran Church,  Great Falls 

Apr 18: Christ the King, Billings Church 

 Groundbreaking at 1pm 

Apr 24-26, 30:  COP meetings via Zoom 

Apr 25: Trinity, Harlowton 

 St. Paul, Roundup 

May 2 LFL presentation: Unplanned  

 Christ the King, Billings 

May 2 Rev. Dr. David Preus presentation-

 Missionary to the Dominican 

 Republic Mount Olive, Billings at 5pm  

May 3 Board of Directors Meeting,  

 Billings 

May 9: Trinity, Harlowton 

 St. Paul, Roundup 

May 14: Big Horn Invitational Speech Meet, 

 Sheridan, WY 

May 16: Official Visit: Trinity Lutheran Church, 

 Kalispell 

May 18-20:  Dual Circuit Conference, Mount  

  Olive Lutheran Church, Billings 

May 23: Trinity, Harlowton 

 St. Paul, Roundup 
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Welcome! 

Dale Krienke, seminarian from Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, has been 

assigned as a Vicar to St. John's Evangelical 

Lutheran Church - Laurel, MT. 

Last weekend (April 18-19) was Beautification Days in Thompson Falls, and our church adopted the 

TF Senior Center for our project.  16 Volunteers turned out to spruce things up and generate sore 

muscles.  A good time was had by all. 

Dual Circuit Conference 

Pastors of the Southern and Eastern Circuits are invited to attended the Dual Circuit Conference, 

held at Mount Olive Lutheran Church (2336 St Johns Ave, Billings), Tuesday, May  11 through 

Thursday, May 13.  The theme of this year’s conference is, “Faith in the Shadow of a Pandemic,” 

and speakers include Dr.  John Pless of Concordia Theological Seminary, and Dr. Jacob Corzine of 

Concordia University, Chicago.  Please contact your circuit visitor if you are unable to attend. 

Around the District 
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Excerpt from: Serving the Lord in the Cayman Islands 

News from Gerald and Heidi Paul, April 2021 

First ever All-Online Installation (March 21, 2021) 
It’s not ideal. In-person is always better. But what do you do when you’re on a 
small island with travel restrictions preventing officiants from arriving for the 
occasion? You do the installation online via ZOOM, of course! Thank God for 
modern technology!  That way, Rev. St.Onge could do the installation out of his 
regular Divine Service in Montreal, Canada, Rev. Krey could assist from Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, and Gerald could be installed as pastor of Safe 
Harbour Lutheran Church in his home in George Town, Grand Cayman, while 
still serving a mandatory post-arrival quarantine! The local parishioners could 
zoom in along with our family and friends in the USA, Germany and South 
Africa! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021:  First Divine Service in Over a Year! 

This faithful little group, whose faith the Lord had sustained this past year, were overjoyed at once more 

being able to receive the Lord’s gifts. We heard comments like, “Finally!”, “Finally we can receive Christ’s 

Body and Blood!”, “So thankful to be here!”, and “So good to be here!”, the latter two being well-liked 

island sayings. Just look at all the smiles! It sure is good to be here! 
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To support the LCMS through the work of Gerald and Heidi Paul, you may send a tax deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks “Support of Gerald Paul.” Gifts 
can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on his online giving page at lcms.org/
gerald.paul. 

Excerpt from: Serving the Lord in the Cayman Islands 

News from Gerald and Heidi Paul, May 2021 
 

“How long will you be here?”  

This question, asked with bated breath, clearly illustrates how hard it had 

been for them to have short-term pastors for so long. The audible release 

of air upon hearing “at least seven years – the length of the work permit”, 

shows their relief at having a pastor committed to the long term.  

Still looking for a worship space  

We still gather for worship at the parsonage in Snug Harbour because the 

Community Center, that had previously been used for worship, is still 

being used as a COVID testing site. We are thankful for the parsonage’s 

screened-in porch that keeps mosquitoes out and can seat about twenty people for worship. 

However, it already is at its maximum capacity and could not fit many more people, especially when 

more families with children start attending. Moreover, the hot and humid summer months are 

starting. This will make worshiping outside a sticky mess. Also, members mentioned that potential 

members would not necessarily want to worship in a private home. The challenge is to find a budget

-friendly space that we can rent long-term. All members are actively helping to find a new place. 

Building Relationships Gerald has been looking up individuals that had attended before to introduce 

himself and invite them back to church. We have also been invited by current members to their 

homes. We are thankful for all opportunities to build relationships.  
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Christine Kaye (Kaul) Wallace 

February 22, 1952-May 6, 2021 

Christine Kaye (Kaul) Wallace went to live with her Savior Jesus on May 6, 2021. Surrounded by loved ones 

at home, Chris stepped into her new adventure with the same grace, positivity, and humor that epitomized 

her adventure in this world. 

Chris was born to Albert and Helen Kaul on February 22nd 1952 and baptized in Sheridan, Wyoming. Soon 

after, the family moved to Minot, ND. There she grew up with three younger siblings: Nancy, Mary, and 

brother Allen. She attended St. Mark's Lutheran Church and was confirmed into her Lutheran Faith. She 

grew in her faith throughout her life and into her death. 

Chris had amazing faith, was a talented musician, and very active in the church and her community. She 

started playing the organ early and often, all through high school. She was active in her high school band, 

choir and orchestra, playing the piano, violin, viola, clarinet, and sang alto. She received her Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Music Education from Minot State University. 

She met her best friend and love of her life Steve Wallace on a summer vacation trip in 1971. The two were 

married in June of 1974 at Messiah Lutheran Church in Missoula, Montana. Steve's work had him traveling 

all over the state doing forestry and Chris was very happy to tag along. They moved several times in those 

first years and finally settled in the Greenough area of western Montana. They began raising a family at the 

Clearwater Unit, Montana State Forest, and were only going to be there a "few years", which turned into 

two decades. She relished the weekly trips to Missoula: Sunday's for church where she played the organ 

and lead the choir and Thursday nights for the Missoula Symphony where she played viola. Chris also 

traveled to orchestras in Great Falls, Kalispell, Helena, and Butte to play with those orchestras. 

She was a pillar in the small community and touched many lives. She loved watching summer thunder 

storms and even worked as a dispatcher at the unit for wildland firefighting. In 1994 the family moved to 

Missoula where she was in her element, teaching hundreds of Missoula youth as a middle school orchestra 

teacher. She retired from teaching music in 2008. Her passion for music didn't end and she would stay 

involved in music, subbing, accompanying, playing clarinet in the city band, organ for Church, and viola in 

the Missoula Symphony. She would spend a total of 47 years with the Missoula Symphony. 

Chris was a lifelong servant of her Lord Jesus. She joined Walther League as a high school kid and then the 

Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML). Chris was as active as anyone could imagine, using her 

musical and leadership talents to serve her Savior and others. She held multiple servant leadership 

positions at the local, state, and national level. Her talents really shone at the organ and as a humorous 

interrupter. 

She and Steve spent years traveling and adventuring, through the growth of their three kids and soon 

enough were busy with two granddaughters. 
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Chris was diagnosed with Stage 3B Ovarian cancer in February of 2016. This aggressive cancer was a 

constant presence the rest of her life. She went through many surgeries, chemo, radiation, and countless 

hours of doctor visits, consultations, and even a clinical trial. She took each challenge in stride with grace 

relying on her friends, family, and faith to battle the cancer and she never gave up. She made the most of 

the 5+ years she lived with this horrible disease and as the cancer eventually progressed Chris and Steve 

continued to adventure, even going on her first snowmobile ride a few weeks before she died. 

Chris was a blessing to all she met. She was tough and no-nonsense and her love for her family and friends 

was evident in everything she did. She had her share of struggles and always learned from them and would 

then use her learnings to teach and bless others. She was a staunch supporter of the arts, especially music 

education. 

Chris was preceded in death by her dad, Albert Kaul and step-dad, Elmer Huber. She is survived by her 

mom Helen, husband Steve, children Cindy (husband Dan), Becca, and Court (wife Sara) granddaughters 

Taylor and Abby, and her siblings Nancy (husband Dick), Mary (husband Stew), Allen (wife Ahn) and 

stepsister Kathy (husband Chris) Rooke. 

In lieu of flowers, she asked people donate to the Messiah Lutheran Women's Missionary League or 

a charity of your choice. She lived and loved well and asked we do the same. Soli Deo Gloria, for Glory to 

God alone. 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/missoulian/name/christine-wallace-obituary?pid=198602210 

LWML Zone Rally 

Saturday, April 24th, Zion LWML held the Spring Central Zone rally in Chinook.  The day started with coffee 

and rolls at 9 o’clock.  Because of illness, Bible study was replaced with a sing along of requested hymns 

from our hymnal.   

Afterward, an Orphan Grain Train driver brought us up to date on the purpose and accomplishments of the 

group.  We were able to provide items to fill half his trailer.  Attendees were asked to bring a nonperishable 

item for our local food bank (152 lbs was collected), and it was delivered the next week.  President Pam 

Kercher gave us an update on the National Convention that will be held in Louisville, KY, on June 24-27, 

2021.  She then challenged us to a quiz about Louisville which brought many laughs and groans as to our 

lack of knowledge of the city.  A group picture was taken following the business meeting.  A salad luncheon 

followed with everyone getting an early start for home.  Twenty people attended from five cities.  

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/missoulian/name/christine-wallace-obituary?pid=198602210
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“We Have an Altar” 

 “Emergency knows no rule.”  Perhaps you have heard this aphorism as a defense for doing 
away with all rules.  On the other hand, from time to time, emergency may be used as a means to 
introduce new rules.  If that occurs in the Church, faithful believers ought to take care to evaluate 
the new rules lest they harm the confession of the Church.  This is all the more significant when 
emergency rules are put in place quickly and may not have been properly evaluated.   

 Such may be the case in the Church following the many changes that were invited into the 
Church as a result of the COVID restrictions.  I wish, in this brief essay to address one instance that 
may be an unintended consequence of adopting new rules regarding COVID.  In some congregations 
the altar has been abandoned in two specific ways.  If your congregation has adopted these 
practices I would encourage you to consider making a plan to reclaim the altar as a focal point for 
worship.   

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  Do not be led 
away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be 
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those 
devoted to them.  We have an altar from which those who serve the tent 
have no right to eat.”  (Heb 13:8–11)   

In this text the writer to the Hebrews seems to suggest that Jesus Himself is the altar from which He 
feeds us the grace necessary to strengthen our faith.  While much in the world changes, Jesus stays 
the same.  

 In some of our congregations the manner of receiving the offering did not stay the same.  Fear 
of passing the plate from hand to hand led some to place the offering plate at the entrance to the 
Church.  There it stays throughout the service.  To the uninitiated this may be interpreted as some 
sort of entrance fee.  Pre-pandemic, the offering plates were most often brought forward and placed 
on the altar.  This simple act symbolized the offering of not only the goods of our hands, but our 
very selves, as an acceptable sacrifice through the Lord Jesus Christ.  The loss of this act, which the 
Church has used for centuries, ought not fall away without evaluation.  

 In some of our congregations the people of God no longer gather around the altar to receive 
the gift of God, the food to eternal life, the body and blood of Jesus.  Instead, out of respect for a 
virus, many receive the body and blood of Jesus in a walk-by manner that maintains social distance.  
What becomes the focal point in this method of distribution?  “The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice…” 
we are taught in the hymn, Built on the Rock.  The symbolism of the altar as the sacrifice of Christ, 
who gives His life for our life, should not be too easily abandoned.  

 To be sure, there is no Biblical text that delineates the manner of taking an offering or of 
distributing the Lord’s Supper.  I am not here condemning any congregation that, for love of 
neighbor, has changed practices in the hope of providing safety.  I am requesting, now that the 
emergency may have passed, that new practices be at the very least evaluated to determine if they 
teach what the congregation wants to teach.  If they do not, an immediate reversal may not be wise, 
but a plan to reclaim the altar may be a valuable way of teaching that not all changes need to, and 
perhaps should not, last forever.   

Rev. Terry Forke 
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Saint Paul Lutheran High School 

Preparing Leaders to Declare Christ 

Scholarship Opportunity 

Saint Paul Lutheran High School, located in Concordia, Missouri, began as a “pro-gymnasium” in 

1883 (equivalent of 4 years of high school).   In 1903 it became a junior college, until 1986, when 

the college department was closed, leaving St. Paul as the only remaining LCMS boarding high 

school.  Today the high school serves approximately 200 students, representing 20 countries, with 

about half of the students living at the school.   

The mission of Saint Paul is to provide curricular and co-curricular experiences in a 

Christian environment that equip students for joyful, faithful service to Christ and His 

world.  (https://splhs.org/welcome) 

Through their, Preparing Leaders to Declare Christ program, St. Paul Lutheran High School is offering 

one student from each LCMS District the opportunity to attend at a greatly reduced tuition.  They 

anticipate this scholarship be awarded to a motived student, whose intention is to go into 

professional church work, and has a financial need that would make attendance otherwise difficult.   

For more information about St. Paul, please visit their website: https://splhs.org/  If you are 

interested in an application for the scholarship, please contact the district office at: 

office@mtdistlcms.org   

I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have 

placed in God's hands, that I still possess.  

~Martin Luther 

Whoever gives thought to the word will discover good, and blessed is he who trusts in 

the Lord. 

~Proverbs 16:20 (ESV) 

https://splhs.org/welcome
https://splhs.org/
mailto:office@mtdistlcms.org
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Groundbreaking 

 On April 18th, 2021, Christ the King Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Billings held their official 

groundbreaking for a new church complex. The new 

facility will replace the existing building on the 

current site and will be constructed while the 

congregation continues to use their existing 

building. The congregation hopes to occupy the new 

space before the end of 2021 although the full 

parking lot, landscaping, and demolition of the current building will not be completed until 

sometime in 2022.  

 

The finished size of the new complex will be just over 12,000 

sq. ft. with a nave that seats approximately 225 people. The 

Montana District will have office space in the new facility and 

share a conference room.  

 

The second phase of the building project will include the 

completion of a cemetery on the adjoining two acres to 

the immediate East of the church.  

 Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 

was established in 1966, holding their first Divine Service 

on August 21st of the same year. Many things have 

changed since that first service but the Lord has 

continued to bless the proclamation of His Word from 

this congregation.  

 Pastor Wendt and the members of Christ the King ask that you share in their joy and .excitement 

and also desire to thank you for your encouragement and prayers during this next chapter in the life 

of the congregation.  
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New free resource for sharing the Gospel: “Jesus Never Fails” 

During these turbulent times, a central message that everyone needs to hear is 

“Jesus Never Fails!” And now, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (a recognized 

service organization of the LCMS) has this short devotional booklet available at 

no cost to you in a variety of languages, for outreach to immigrants in your 

community or for short-term mission trips. To read the English edition (great for 

shut-ins and hospital visits), click here: https://media.lhfmissions.org/file/lhf-

missions/pdfs/English-LHF-Jesus-Never-Fails-booklet-1.pdf. This booklet is also 

available in languages like Haitian Creole, Spanish, French, Swahili, Russian and 

Vietnamese. PDFs are available at LHFmissions.org/publications; email your order 

for printed copies to info@LHFmissions.org. 

Board of Directors Meeting 

May 3, 2021 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, May 3rd, at the District office and via 

Zoom, for the quarterly board meeting.  Items included reviewing the 1stquarter financial statements, 

which reported that the District is in a strong financial position.  The quarterly financial report is online on 

the District website, under the “Treasurer” tab.  Jeff Snyder, LCEF, visited in person to review current 

collaborations between LCEF and the district.  The Education committee reported that they will conduct a 

Vacation Bible School this summer at St. John Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge, and President Forke reported 

that registration is being collected for family and church workers’ camps at Red Lodge.   

During the past quarter, President Forke continued to serve Trinity Lutheran Church, Harlowton and St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Roundup, and make contact with congregations, and rostered workers of the 

Montana District, providing truth and encouragement through God’s Word.  Working through Lutherans 

for Life, he has also conducted memorial services and presentations of the movie, Unplanned, at churches 

in the Southern Circuit.    

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, July 26th  at the District office in Billings.   

Church Workers’ Camp 

This summer’s Church Workers’ Camp is at the Lion’s Club Camp in Red Lodge on July 23-25.  This is an 

opportunity for ordained and commissioned workers to come together for Bible study and fellowship.  

Please contact the District office  for registration information . 

https://media.lhfmissions.org/file/lhf-missions/pdfs/English-LHF-Jesus-Never-Fails-booklet-1.pdf
https://media.lhfmissions.org/file/lhf-missions/pdfs/English-LHF-Jesus-Never-Fails-booklet-1.pdf
mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
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Montana District Camp  
Red Lodge 2021 

Family Camp (Session 1): June 25th-27th  
Family Camp (Session 2): June 29th-July 1st 

“Not to be Served but to Serve” 

(Matthew 20:28) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Join us for Bible study, devotions, hiking, crafts, campfires and more! 

The registration fee is $100 per family. Please register by June 1st  

Registration information can be found at: https://mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/district-youth/ 

 

 

Registration is now open! 

 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•   

• Because of generous support from our donors, we never turn down anyone with financial need! 

 

For camp dates and rates go to:  www.trinitylutherancamp.org/summer  

Questions? Contact: camptrinity@gmail.com  

https://mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/district-youth/
http://www.trinitylutherancamp.org/summer
mailto:camptrinity@gmail.com

