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“Filled with Wisdom” 

 Perhaps you know someone who is really, really smart, but just cannot seem to make it in life.  Such a person 

might be an illustration of the difference between knowledge and wisdom.  Having knowledge means to possess 

large quantities of information.  Wisdom is the beneficial application of knowledge.  It is possible to possess much 

knowledge without being wise.  It is possible to be wise while possessing little knowledge.   

 The Bible has much to say about wisdom.  One of the most fascinating texts is the account of the 12-year-old 

Jesus who was found discussing the Word of God in the temple.  (Luke 2:40-52)  A quick glance at the text reveals 

that on either side of the story Luke makes a comment about the wisdom of Jesus.  “And the child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom.” (v 40)  “Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.” (v52)  

By placing these borders around this story the Bible is probably trying to tell us that the story is really about wisdom, 

and not about a pre-teenager’s disobedience to His parents.   

 The audience at the temple is amazed at the wisdom of Jesus, (v47) but his parents seem to miss the point.  They 

are focused solely on the impact the missing Jesus had on them.  Mary whines, “Why did you do this to us?” We can 

only hope that later, when Mary treasured these things up in her heart, the incident became a reminder the wisdom 

of Jesus.  

 Our lectionary system pairs the event with the account of Solomon’s prayer for wisdom.  While Solomon became 

known as a wise guy, he did not combine his wisdom with a keeping of the commandments as God had instructed 

him.  For that reason, the wisdom of Solomon should be understood only as a foreshadowing of a greater wisdom 

that was to come, that is, the wisdom of Jesus.  The wisdom of Jesus is God’s gift to more than the people of Israel. It 

is for the whole world.  

 Unfortunately, wisdom is not valued much in our day.  We like to acquire, or to know how to acquire knowledge.  

We highly value knowledge that can be used to make us wealthy, but we rarely acknowledge the wisdom the 

benefits us spiritually.  How often do you pray for the wisdom to apply God’s Word to your life and to the lives of 

others?  

 As seen in this text, God does value wisdom; so much so that He sent Jesus to be wisdom for our salvation.  

Certainly, Jesus has wisdom.  He is filled with it according to verse 40.  In fact, Paul tells the Colossian congregation 

that in Jesus “are all the hidden treasures of wisdom…”  (2:3)   This wisdom was evident even to unbelievers.  When 

Jesus visited Nazareth, (where He was rejected) they asked, “Where did this man get this wisdom?” (Mt 13:54) 

(cont. pg 2) 
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“Filled with Wisdom” 

 Not only does Jesus have wisdom, He is wisdom.  “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly 

to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 

Co 1:23–24) Again in verse 30 Paul writes, “And, because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 

from God…” (1 Co 1:30).  

 The difference between having wisdom and being wisdom is revealed in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  

He alone is the very Word of God applied to our poor sinful lives for the sake of our salvation.  It is one thing to 

know the Word of God.  The pharisees did that well enough.  It is another thing to live that Word.  That is what Jesus 

did for us so that we, who would not live the Word, could be saved through faith in Jesus.  

 Now, you too share in the wisdom of Jesus.  He has granted you the wisdom of faith so that the knowledge of 

Jesus could be applied to your life by believing in Him.  You don’t just know about Jesus.  You believe in Him.  He is 

the Wisdom that saves you.   

Rev. Terry Forke  

Montana District President 

District President’s Calendar 

Jan 1:  Happy New Year! 

Jan 10: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 24: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 25: Board of Directors: Montana 

   District Office, Billings 

Feb 7:  Trinity Lutheran Church,  

   Great  Falls 

Feb 8-11:    COP meetings via Zoom 

Feb 14: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 21: LFL showing “Unplanned” at 

   1:30pm at Mt. Olive, Billings 

Feb 28: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Comforting Words from the God of Solace 

Do you find yourself frustrated, confounded, 

frightened, or lost as a result of the COVID crisis and 

the social and political unrest that have engulfed our 

nation?  A parishioner in our district wanted to 

encourage you all with the following verses that 

have brought her peace.   

Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 3:5; Psalm 37; Psalm 46; 

Psalm 139; John 3:16-17; 2 Peter 3:9 

If you have not already done so, please 

submit your Annual Reporting Forms to the 

District Office as soon as possible.  Thank 

you! 
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Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, is in the call process.  Pastor Kevin Bueltmann continues to serve 

the vacancy. 

St. John, Deer Lodge, is in the call process.  Pastor James Pierce continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor. 

Rev. Matthew Nelson, of Our Redeemer, Columbia Falls, has returned the Call to Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Sidney and St. John, Fairview.  Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve the vacancy at 

Trinity, and Rev. David Behm, the vacancy for St. John. 

Rev. Mark Chepulis of Redeemer Lutheran Church (Langdon, ND), Our Savior Lutheran Church 

(Cavalier, ND), and St. Paul Lutheran Church (St. Thomas, ND) has returned the Call to Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Great Falls  Pastor Bruce Zagel (Emeritus) continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Rev. Samuel Grayl, of First Lutheran Church-Bozeman, has received a Call from Lord of Life Lutheran 

Church in Leewood, Kansas. 

Pastor Kyle Whaley, of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Polson and Zion Lutheran Church, St. 

Ignatius, has returned a Call to Zion and  Trinity Lutheran Church, Sheldon, Wisconsin. 

Pastor Scot Kerns has been elected to House District 23, Great falls.  He continues to serve as the 

vacancy pastor to Zion Lutheran Church, Power, and St. John Lutheran Church, Fairfield. 

 

Congratulations!! 

Julia Elizabeth was born January 28 at 6:12 pm to 
Rev. Marcus & Jill Williams (Zion, Chinook/St. Paul, 
Havre).  She weighed in at 7lbs, 7oz.  Julia and her 
mom are healthy and doing well.  She joins big 
brothers, Ephraim and Patrick, and big sister, 
Joanna.  Julia will be baptized on February 7th. 

Talitha Lucia (pictured left) was born 

January 11 at 2:59pm to Rev. Joshua & 

Tristin Reinke (Peace & Christ Lutheran for 

the Deaf, Great Falls).  She weighed in at  

7lbs, 7oz. Tristin and Talitha are doing 

great.  She joins big sister, Aquilla.   
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Enrollment Time 
Many of our district schools are currently enrolling students for the 2021-2022 school year.  For more 
information, please contact the LCMS school in your area. 

Southern Circuit 

• Mount Olive Lutheran School Classical Academy (PreK-8), Billings 

 https://mountoliveschool.org/  

 406-656-2635 

• Trinity Lutheran School (PreK-8), Billings 

 https://www.trinitybillings.org/  

 406-656-1021 

• St. Paul Lutheran Preschool, Park City 

 406-633-2356 

Western Circuit 

• Grace Lutheran Learning Center, Hamilton 

 http://www.gracelutheranhamilton.com/learning-center.html  

 406-363-1924 

• First Lutheran Classical School (PreK-9), Missoula 

 https://www.flcschool.org/ 

 406-549-3311 

• Messiah Lutheran Preschool, Missoula 

 406-543-4845/406-549-9222 

• Our Savior Lutheran Preschool, Stevensville 

 406-777-5625 

Eastern Circuit 

• Our Savior Promises Preschool, Glendive 

 406-377-1190 

• Trinity Lutheran Classical School (PS-8), Miles City 

 https://trinitylutheranchurch.360unite.com/trinity-lutheran-classical-school 

Students at Trinity Lutheran 

School, Billings, participated in the 

annual Geography Bee on January 

13th.  Congratulations to winner,  

fifth grader Christian Reck! 

https://mountoliveschool.org/
https://www.trinitybillings.org/
http://www.gracelutheranhamilton.com/learning-center.html
https://www.flcschool.org/
https://trinitylutheranchurch.360unite.com/trinity-lutheran-classical-school
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Rev. Dr. Gerald and Heidi Paul:  Missionaries to the Cayman Islands 

Rev. Dr. Gerald and Heidi Paul are gathering support and 

preparing for their service as missionaries to the Cayman 

Islands.  For information and updates, or to support them 

financially, please visit: 

https://www.lcms.org/gerald.paul 

https://www.lcms.org/givenow/gerald.paul 

https://missioncentral.us/paul-gerald/  

Enrollment Time 

Central Circuit 

• Wee Disciples Lutheran School and Childcare Center, Great Falls 

 https://trinity-mt.org/wee-disciples 

 406-285-6865 

 

Divide Circuit 

• First Lutheran School (PreK-6), Helena 

 https://firstlutheranhelena.org/our-school/ 

 406-442-6913 

• Grace Lutheran Preschool, Three Forks 

 http://www.gracethreeforks.org/preschool.html 

 

Flathead Circuit 

• King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia Falls 

 https://ourredeemerlc.org/kingskids/ 

 406-892-0070 

• Trinity Lutheran School (PreK-8), Kalispell 

 https://www.trinityed.org/ 

 406-257-6716 

• Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool, Polson 

 406-883-4041 

• Little Lambs Preschool, Ronan 

 406-676-8283 

• Shepherd of the Valley Preschool, Salmon, ID 

 208-756-4429 

https://www.lcms.org/gerald.paul
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/gerald.paul
https://missioncentral.us/paul-gerald/
https://trinity-mt.org/wee-disciples
https://firstlutheranhelena.org/our-school/
http://www.gracethreeforks.org/preschool.html
https://ourredeemerlc.org/kingskids/
https://www.trinityed.org/


6 

Baptism Rock 

Several months ago, Trinity Lutheran Church in Kalispell, Montana, started a new tradition to help 

children remember their baptism, especially when they get confirmed.  When an infant or child is 

baptized, a rock is placed in the baptismal font with their name and the year that they were 

baptized engraved on it.  Years later, these children will take their own rock out of the baptismal 

font on their Confirmation Sunday to show the connection to baptism.  In the meantime, they can 

enjoy finding their name on their baptism rock every time they walk by the baptismal font. 

On January 31, 2021 Dave, Sara and Micah 

Miller were accepted into membership at 

Faith Lutheran in Boulder, MT by Profession 

of Faith.  We welcome them and pray that 

Faith will be a blessing to them as we know 

they will be to Faith.   

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  6 In all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear 

the Lord, and turn away from evil.  8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.  

Proverbs 3:5-8 (ESV) 
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

January 25, 2021 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, January 25th, at the District office 

and via Zoom, for the quarterly board meeting.  Items included the 4thquarter financial statements, 

indicating that, entering 2021, the District is in a financially strong position, a review and approval of 

St. John Lutheran Church’s Constitution and Bylaws, the appointment of Mrs. Sue Eberhard to the 

Montana District Nominations and Elections Committee, approval to withdrawal LCMS Foundation 

Mission and Ministry funds to support Emmaus Lutheran Church (Big Timber/Livingston), Redeemer 

Lutheran Church (Anaconda), and Montana District pastors called to the international mission field 

(currently Rev. David Preus-Dominican Republic, and Rev. Dr. Gerald Paul-Cayman Islands), and the 

approval of Mercy funds for Rev. Erich Kaelberer. Jeff Snyder provided an annual LCEF report, via 

email, which detailed his work with various congregations for strategic planning assistance 

(demographic studies, Ministry Support and Planning), to further building and parsonage updates, 

and to provide health and safety support through the distribution of hand sanitizers to Trinity 

Lutheran School, Kalispell and at the Pastors’ Conference in Creston. 

During the past quarter, President Forke continued to make contact with rostered workers of the 

Montana District, providing truth and encouragement through God’s Word.  

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, Monday, May 3rd at the District office in Billings.   

Quad Circuit Conference 

The pastors of the Quad Circuits (Flathead, Western, Central and Divide) met January 26-28 at 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula, for fellowship and study of God’s word.  Rev. Arlo Pullmann, St. 

John Lutheran Church-Laurel,  presented  on “Hope and the Bringer of Hope,” and Pastors Berger 

(Thompson Falls), Eckert (Stevensville), Iverson (Condon/Seeley Lake), Johnson (Missoula), 

Musegades (Salmon) and Sandersfeld (Hamilton) provided opening and closing devotions. 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.   

2 Peter 3:9 (ESV) 
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Free Spanish resources for sharing the Gospel:  Great news! The Lutheran Heritage Foundation (a 

recognized service organization of the LCMS) has a variety of FREE new resources available in the Spanish language, 

including Luther’s Small Catechism, The Bible with Small Catechism (combined volume), A Child’s Garden of Bible 

Stories, and “Jesus Never Fails” devotional tract. These materials are available to any LCMS church, mission or 

individual who wants to share the Good News with their Spanish-speaking neighbors. To order, send an email to 

info@LHFmissions.org or call the LHF office at (800)554-0723. 

“Abortion is a lie.  We shall be the conscience of the nation, which, through its culture of death, 

exports abortion around the globe. … We shall joyfully provide care for the least, the last, the 

lonely, the littlest — in short, for those most vulnerable to the lie.”  

Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison 

March for Life ,“Moving the Movement Tour,” 

January 16, 2021 

Full article found at: https://blogs.lcms.org/2021/march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-wayne/?

utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-

wayne 

LCMS LIFE CONFERENCE 

Making Disciples-Valuing Life 

March 19-20, 2021 

Registration is now open for the LCMS Life Conference at: https://www.lcms-life.org/ 

This virtual conference will include video presentations from our Synodical President, Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison,  

Focus on the Family Vice President of External and Government Relations, Mr. Timothy Goeglein, and Director of 

LCMS Life Ministry, Deaconess Tiffany Manor.  Group and individual pricing is available. 

mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
https://blogs.lcms.org/2021/march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-wayne/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-wayne
https://blogs.lcms.org/2021/march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-wayne/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-wayne
https://blogs.lcms.org/2021/march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-wayne/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=march-for-life-moving-the-movement-tour-stops-in-fort-wayne
https://www.lcms-life.org/?r_done=1

