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 Students who were seniors in the spring of 2020 

suffered enormous losses. Many of them had no 

opportunity to say a proper goodbye to friends; no 

sports, no prom, no graduation, no parties.  The end 

of the year was one big gaping hole of loss.  You may 

feel that way about 2020, the year that was lost. 

  In Philippians 3:7-8 Paul uses the word “loss” 

three times, loss, loss, loss.  We can all tally up a long 

list of personal losses.  Some of you have lost your 

health.  Others have lost jobs.  Most of us have lost 

friends and loved ones.  You may now be thinking 

about lost money, time or reputation. The list could 

go on. Each loss takes a little something out of our 

lives.  

  Unfortunately, we like to remember and 

rehearse our losses.  We run the loop of losses over 

and over in our heads. We focus so much on the little 

pile of our losses that we lose sight of the huge 

mountain of God’s gifts.  When loss becomes the 

focus of our lives, joy disappears.  Then we become 

angry and bitter.   

 The losses Paul addresses in this letter are a little 

different.  He is talking about what he lost when he 

became a follower of Christ.  Indeed, he would have 

lost his family, his church, his job, and most of all, his 

identity as righteous before the law. (3:6) Yet, he 

considers all these as rubbish for the sake of knowing 

Jesus.   

 You may find little comfort in these words of Paul 

because you think you could never be as good as 

him.  You think you could never count everything as 

loss.  You would be wrong!  This text is not about 

what Paul did or about what you might do.  It is 

about what Jesus has already done.  He has made 

you His own.  (3:12) God works in His children to 

help us consider Jesus as the highest good.  

 What we are really good at remembering, Jesus is 

good at forgetting.  He forgets all our worldly gains, 

and replaces them with Himself.  He heals our 

worldly losses and replaces them with Himself. He 

forgives and forgets all our sin and replaces it with 

His righteousness.  By the forgiveness of our sin Jesus 

is at work to help us focus on the good of our 

salvation.  This is one reason you attend the Divine 

Service, so that you can rehearse Jesus instead of 

your losses.  

 One technique for focusing on this good, is to 

forget what is behind. (3:13) It is a great blessing to 

forget about past losses.  We know that all worldly 

gains, accolades awards, recognitions, pleasures, and 

possessions will someday disappear.  Their transient 

nature is one reason Paul calls these thing rubbish. 

(3:8) More importantly, he considers them trash 

because of their tendency to derail our spiritual lives.  

 Forgetting what lies behind the people of God 

strain forward to what lies ahead, trusting our 

Heavenly Father to take care of us and bless us, 

through gains and losses, until that day when He 

fulfills the upward call in Christ Jesus.  Until then, 

dear brothers and sisters, “What have we got to 

lose?” 

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 

Loss 
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District President’s Calendar 

Oct 4: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Oct 12: BOD, District Office, Billings 

Oct  All Church Worker’s  

15-16: Conference, The Church at  

   Creston, Lutheran 

Oct 18: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Nov 8: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

   Rev. Christopher Brandt   

   Installation: Mount Olive   

   Lutheran Church, Billings, at 2pm 

Nov   Council of Presidents Meeting,  

13-19: Florida/St. Louis 

Nov 19: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Nov 29: Rev. Reinke Installation: Peace  

   Lutheran Church, Great Falls, at 

   4pm 

Around the District 

Rev. Joshua Reinke of Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

McGregor, and St. John Lutheran Church, Wright, 

MN, has accepted the Call to Peace Lutheran 

Church and Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf, 

Great Falls.  He will be installed on November 29 

at 4pm.  Pastor Wade Harr will continue to serve 

the vacancy until Pastor Reinke is installed. 

Rev. Paul Hemenway of Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Springfield, IL, has returned the Call to Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Kalispell.  Pastor Kevin 

Bueltmann continues to serve the vacancy. 

St. John, Deer Lodge, is in the call process.  Pastor 

James Pierce continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney and St. John, 

Fairview are in the Call process.  Rev. Dr. Mark 

Nicolaus serves the vacancy at Trinity, and Rev. 

David Behm serves the vacancy for St. John. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls, is in the Call 

process.  Pastor Bruce Zagel (Emeritus) serves as 

the vacancy pastor. 

Rev. Christopher Brandt will be installed as an 

associate pastor of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 

Billings on November 8 at 2pm. 

Each year at Zion in Chinook, first year confirmation students are presented with a copy of Luther’s 

small catechism (L-R: Henry Miller, Lorie Mord, Pastor Williams).  
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

October 12, 2020 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, October 12th, at the District office 
and via Zoom, for the quarterly board meeting.   

Synodical President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, First Vice President Rev. Peter Lange and Fifth Vice 
President Rev. Nabil Nour, presented at the beginning of the meeting via Zoom, and concluded their 
session with an opportunity for the BOD to ask questions. 

Fiscal items included reviewing the 3rd quarter financial statements, the 2021 budget proposal, a 
review of the subsidy requests, amending the Student Loan Repayment Program, awarding the 
2020 Student Loan Repayment Grants, and resolving to assign the reminder of the LCEF Operating 
Funds, which were used for student loan repayment, to the Mission and Ministry Fund.  A bequest 
from Hilda Huber was also discussed (see below). 

The Education and Campus Ministry Committee created and provided a young adult Q & A booklet, 
titled “Abide In Me,” to our congregations.  The booklet contains 17 questions that are answered by 
the pastors of our district on including topics such as evangelism, finding truth in today’s culture, 
and establishing Godly relationships. 

 The Constitution and Bylaw Committee reviewed and approved constitution revisions from 
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon, and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan.  

During the past quarter, President Forke continued to make contact with rostered workers of the 
Montana District, providing truth and encouragement through God’s Word.  He shared that all of 
our schools are meeting in person and that Trinity Lutheran Classical School’s (Miles City) 
enrollment has doubled this year. 

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, Monday, January 25th at the District office in 
Billings.   

Bequest to the Montana District 

Mrs. Hilda Huber, wife of former Montana District President Harold Huber, was called to glory on 
July 8, 2020.  Upon her death, she very generously bequeathed the Montana District $10,000, 
without designation.  The members of the Montana District Board of Directors proposed and 
approved to assign these funds to the Mission and Ministry fund, to be used to support the mission 
congregations of the district.  These congregations currently include: Emmaus Lutheran Church (Big 
Timber/Livingston), Redeemer Lutheran Church (Anaconda), Circle of Life Lutheran Church (Lame 
Deer), and Crow Lutheran Ministry (Crow Agency). 

 35th Montana District Convention 

The 35th Montana District Convention will be held on June 14-17, 2021 in Billings.  Each 
congregation or multi-parish congregations will be represented by one Pastoral and one Lay 
delegate.  More information will be coming soon. 
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Except from: God’s Reign in Spain: The Missionary Journey of  

Rev. David & Shelee Warner 

"I planted, 
Apollos watered, 

but God gave the growth" 

                                            --1 Corinthians 3:6 
Dear Friends and Family in Christ, 

     A quick email to update you on a big change.  We had wanted to let you know about this some time ago, but for 

a number of reasons, we have been delayed in communicating with you.  

    To serve in the LCMS Mission in Spain has been remarkable, a true privilege to be called by the church, to be 

"sent" by you.  We rejoice in the growth that the Lord, working through all of us together, has granted to His 

mission.  So it is with joy and sadness that Shelee and I write to inform you that our time of service as LCMS 

missionaries in Spain is drawing to a close.   We are returning to the U.S., primarily in order to be closer to our 

growing family.      

    We are thankful to the Lord for so many things, including your faithful support through prayer, words of 

encouragement and financial gifts.  Most of all we are thankful for the opportunity we have had to contribute to 

the growth of the Spanish Lutheran Church, including the privilege of bringing new members into the Church, and 

assisting in the formation of new pastors and servants.  

   Preaching, teaching, celebrating the Lord´s Supper and Baptizing: what joy to have participated in these 

blessings, which flow from the wounds of Christ.  We have been blessed to see the Lutheran Church in Spain grow 

from having just one pastor to six, with more men in formation, and almost doubling in membership.  We look 

forward to seeing what the Spirit has in store for the coming years.  Alleluia!  

     As we end our international missionary service, we are exploring opportunities to continue in Spanish 

language ministry within the U.S.   

     Wherever the Lord leads us, we will be sure to let you know.  Perhaps we may even have the chance to 

continue as partners in mission.  In any case, we know that you will continue to support Lutheran missions with 

your prayers, encouragement and financial resources.   

      So many of you have been so generous to support the work in Spain.  Thank You.  You can rest assured that the 

funds that remain in our designated mission account (NSM) will be used to continue to share the Gospel in Spain 

and other similar fields.   

     As we leave Spain and transition to life back in the USA, we treasure your prayers, and look forward to seeing 

you, our family in Christ, around the Synod. We will be in contact with you via mail chimp, and you can look for a 

letter from Synod as well.  We await the Lord´s direction for our next adventure, in Him.  

Peace in Christ to you and yours,  

Pastor David & Shelee Warner  

LCMS Missionaries to Spain  

 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God 

and to the steadfastness of Christ.  --2 Thessalonians 3:5  
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett 

Serving in Ethiopia 

Classes are Resuming at Seminary 
Addis Ababa— Last month I said that we were expecting to have a fall 

semester, but did not know what it would look like or when it would 

start. We still do not have all the answers regarding how we will manage 

classes, but we do know that we are starting classes by mid-October.  

The government has announced that they are allowing our school to 

open. We will still need to practice reasonable precautions, such as 

masks, handwashing, social-distancing, etc. That will present some 

challenges for us. Our class-rooms are not large enough to social 

distance with all students present, so we many need to break our 

classes into two or three sections, doubling or tripling in-class lecture time for teachers… 

As the fall semester is starting in the next few weeks, I am preparing for four courses. I will teach 

classes on preaching (focusing on clear Gospel presentation) and the sacraments (taking a deep 

look at God’s grace in Baptism and The Lord’s Supper) to second-year MA students. I will teach a 

class on personal development and the pastor’s devotional life to first-year MA students. I enjoy 

this class, and use it to start challenging the way our new MA students think theologically as 

Lutherans. Finally, I will teach a class on biblical interpretation and understanding to our new Post-

Graduate Diploma (a one year program for second career students) class. While I don’t know all 

the details of how the semester’s teaching will look, I am excited to get the new school year 

started. I am looking forward to having student on campus again and interacting with them. It is 

always very rewarding to see their hunger and excitement for God’s truth as they study His Word. I 

praise and thank our Lord that He is allowing this to happen. It is a true blessing.  

 

Luke and Levi on the first leg of our trip up Mt. 

Hudet outside of Lalibela Earlier this month we visited these carved, 
monolithic churches in the mountainous Amhara 
region in Ethiopia. These 12th and 13th century 
churches were built by King Lalibela and are 
UNESCO world heritage sites. Still used daily, these 
are a must-see item and are amazing!  
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Discontinuation of Laborers For Christ 

In a September 2020 press release, Senior Vice President of Ministry Support, Ryan McIvor, 

announced that, LCEF funded, Laborers For Christ will discontinue operations on June 30, 2021.  

Started in 1980, in the Rocky Mountain District, LFC has served the congregations and schools of 

our Synod through construction and renovation projects.  Over the last 40 years, volunteers have 

complete over 800 projects.  Our Redeemed Lutheran Church, Columbia Falls,  built their current 

sanctuary and fellowship hall with the help of Laborers for Christ during 1997-1998, and Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Miles City, completed a  school classrooms addition to their church in 2003 with 

the support of LFC. 

This difficult decision was made following an 18 month review of operations, concluding that the 

decrease in opportunities to serve, and the increase in logistical and regulatory challenges, 

deemed it necessary to end Laborers For Christ, and shift the resources being used to fund this 

ministry.  All contracted projects will be completed. 

Montana District All Church Worker’s Conference 

The Church at Creston—Lutheran hosted the All Church Worker’s Conference on October 15-16, 

2020.  Over two days, pastors and commissioned ministers gathered for fellowship and 

presentations by Deaconess Mary Moerbe on “Family Vocation.”  Devotions were provided by 

representatives of our six circuits, and the conference concluded with meetings with President 

Forke, via Zoom, and the election of new officers to the Pastors and Commissioned Workers 

Conference Committees. 

The convention offering was unanimously voted to be given to Rev. Gerald Paul for his mission to 

the Cayman Islands. 

A huge “Thank You!” to The Church at Creston—Lutheran for their gracious hosting and generosity 

in providing delicious meals to those attending, and to the members of the Pastors and 

Commissioned Workers Conference Committees for their dedication to providing a meaningful and 

thoughtful conference. 

New Officers to the Pastors and Commissioned Workers Conference Committees 

President:   Rev. Marcus Williams Mrs. Laura McCoy 

Vice President: Rev. Richard Schneider Mrs. Susan Eberhard 

Secretary:  Rev. Kyle Whaley   

At Large:  Rev. Daniel Merz  Mr. Nicolas Harding 
   Rev. Russel Fitch         
   Rev. Kyle Winter 
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Politics and Religion 

 You have heard the old adage that it is not good to mix politics and religion.  That is not a 

biblical perspective.  Our faith should inform our political positions, as well as the manner in which 

we engage in politics.  We are always the children of God, even when we consider our political 

opponents to be evil. 

 This timely reminder was brought to my attention by a number of recent articles suggesting 

that there is a high expectation of violence following next month’s election.  

“In September, 44 percent of Republicans and 41 percent of Democrats said there would 

be at least ‘a little’ justification for violence if the other party’s nominee wins the 

election. Those figures are both up from June, when 35 percent of Republicans and 37 

percent of Democrats expressed the same sentiment… These numbers are even higher 

among the most ideological partisans. Of Democrats who identify as ‘very liberal,’ 26 

percent said there would be ‘a great deal’ of justification for violence if their candidate 

loses the presidency. Of Republicans who identify as ‘very conservative,’ 16 percent said 

they believe there would be ‘a great deal’ of justification for violence if the GOP 

candidate loses.” 1 

 While I am in the vanguard of encouraging Christians to exercise their faith through their 

vocation as citizens, I am concerned that this tendency toward violence betrays an idolatry of 

political power, and perhaps of specific men whom we believe will save our country.  The Bible 

cautions against such attitudes. “Thus, says the LORD: ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in man and 

makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD’” (Jeremiah 17:5).  Again, “Put 

not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation” (Psalm 146:3). 

 No man can save our nation, our state, our county, our city.  Only our Heavenly Father can 

save us.  He can use any man He chooses to do that.  We should be careful from presuming that He 

cannot use the election system to have His way.   

 We can, with absolute confidence, trust God to guide us as we vote.  Having acted as good 

citizens, we can have the same confidence that God will take care of us, no matter the results of 

the election.  Here is a godly mixture of politics and religion: as citizens of the kingdom of God we 

can encourage the citizens of this nation to renounce violence as a means to gain political power.  

   
1LARRY DIAMOND, LEE DRUTMAN, TOD LINDBERG, NATHAN P. KALMOE and LILLIANA MASON 
“Americans Increasingly Believe Violence is Justified if the Other Side Wins” Politico, 10/01/2020 
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Lutherans For Life 

2021 Montana 

Essay Contest 

Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents 

For students in Grades 6 through 12 

Any Lutheran student in a Lutheran school or church is eligible. Lutheran students may also enter through a home 

school or congregation e.g. confirmation class, youth group when validated by a pastor or teacher. 

Contest Guidelines 

Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the theme: God Chose You with the bible verse: “You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit”. (John 15:16) 

1. Not incorporating the theme and verse in the essay will disqualify the entry. 

2. Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but not limited to: abortion, the handicapped, adoption or 

foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem cell research, physician assisted suicide or euthanasia etc. 

3. Essays should include student’s name, grade (Identify school or church) and email address.  All entries 

submitted by a teacher or pastor, should include their name and email address. This information should be 

submitted on the rubric page used in grading the essay.  

4. All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then included in 

a bibliography at the end. 

Grades 6 - 8 should submit essays up to 400 words 

Grades 9 - 12 should submit essays up to 750 words 

5. Entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word or Google Docs to   rstulc@bresnan.net by April 1, 

2021. 

6. There will be a $100 first place award and $50 second place award for each of the two. The two first place 

category winners will advance to the national contest. Email  rstulc@bresnan.net with any questions. 

7. Grand Prize for the national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference registration to a 2021 

Regional Conference and one night stay at the conference hotel. 

8. All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life.                                                

For questions or resources on the sanctity of life, see: www.lutheransforlife.org  

mailto:rstulc@bresnan.net
mailto:rstulc@bresnan.net
http://www.lutheransforlife.org

