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“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:7
The world appears to be unraveling. Covid is constantly lurking in the background of our minds if not in the
headlines. Millions are unemployed. Racial injustice is stirring up unrest and violence. Partisan politics infuse the
lot of it. We are devoting so much energy to managing one crisis or another that we have very little energy left over
to care for each other. Congregations, yes congregations in the Montana District are rift by the divisions evident in
the unbelieving world. On the one side there are people saying, “If you make us wear masks, you don’t trust God.”
On the other side are those who say, “If you refuse to wear a mask, you don’t love your neighbor.” The tension is
thick, the conflict unhealthy.
Dear brothers and sisters, may I be so bold as to plead with you not to participate in this divisive activity. It serves
no one but satan. he is interested in using this, or any crisis to divide the Church. The world needs Jesus now more
than ever. How will we proclaim the truth of His love if we are at each other’s throats?
While the way forward is clearly found in a balance of loving God and loving our neighbor, the details of how to
demonstrate that love are not clearly given in His Word. To the one loving our neighbor means being fully in his
presence, and loving God means trusting Him to protect. To the other loving our neighbor means protecting him
from the danger of our presence and loving God means trusting Him to get us through this crisis. Each should be
fully convinced in his own mind, without the need to cast aspersions on another believer.
When the specific answer of how to handle an issue is not clear the pre-school answer is always the correct one“Jesus!” He promises to carry us through the difficult times of our lives. More than that He promises us peace, and
absolute confidence that He is in control.
“The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:7 This text is used by many Pastors at the close of their sermons. Unfortunately, it is often,
(inadvertently) turned into a fond wish. That is, some say something like, “Now may the peace of God…” Please
note that this is not a fond wish. It is a promise. In the Greek the verb “to keep” is a simple future. The above
translation conveys the promise properly. The peace of God will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
This promise should be of a great comfort to you during these divisive times. It is a nothing less than a miraculous
gift. God gives you a peace in the midst of turmoil. The clause, translated here, “which surpasses all understanding”
could also be rendered, “which is beyond every mind.” It means that while our minds cannot capture how this
peace can exist, our hearts and our minds can benefit from it. God gives us peace iduring turbulent times so that we
stay with Jesus.
Now is not a time to cower in fear. It is not a time to charge each other with a lack of faith. Now is the time to
laugh in the face of satan, to bid him to depart, and rest in the peace of God, so that the Church can boldly proclaim,
Jesus is Lord and invite everyone to be known by Him.
Rev. Terry Forke
Montana District President

Around the District

District President’s Calendar
Sept 6:

Installation of Rev. Dr. Gerald Paul as
missionary to Cayman Islands, Trinity
Lutheran Church, Great Falls

Rev. Daniel Merz was installed as pastor to
Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber and
Livingston, on August 23rd at 5PM .

Sept 13

Trinity, Harlowton

Rev. Aaron Chittick of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Coldwater, MI, has returned the Call to Peace
Lutheran Church and Christ Lutheran Church for
the Deaf, Great Falls. The congregations have
called Rev. Joshua Reinke of Our Savior
Lutheran Church, McGregor, and St. John
Lutheran Church, Wright, MN. Pastor Wade
Harr continues to serve the vacancy.

St. Paul, Roundup
Sept
20-22:

Conference, Zion Lutheran
Church, Ainsworth, NE

Sept 27:

Trinity, Harlowton

St. Paul, Roundup
Oct 4:

Trinity, Harlowton

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, has called
Rev. Paul Hemenway of Trinity Lutheran Church,
Springfield, IL, as a senior pastor. Please keep
Pastor Hemenway in your prayers as he
prayerfully considers the Call. Pastor Kevin
Bueltmann continues to serve the vacancy.

St. Paul, Roundup
Oct 12:

BOD, District Office, Billings

Oct
15-16

All Church Worker’s Conference,
The Church at Creston, Lutheran

Oct 18

Trinity, Harlowton

St. John, Deer Lodge is in the call process.
Pastor James Pierce continues to serve as the
vacancy pastor.

St. Paul, Roundup

Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney and St. John,
Fairview are in the Call process. Rev. Rolf Preus
has retired and transferred to the Minnesota
North District. Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus is serving
as the vacancy pastor.

Calls
Rev. Ryan Wendt has received a Call to Hope
Lutheran Church in Shawnee, Kansas.

Rev. Gerald Paul, Trinity Lutheran Church,
Great Falls, has accepted the Call to serve as a
missionary to the Cayman Islands. He will be
installed on September 6th. Please support
Pastor Paul and his wife, Heidi, in prayer as they
make this transition, and the congregation of
Trinity Lutheran Church, as they begin the Call
process. Pastor Bruce Zagel (Emeritus) will be
serving as the vacancy pastor.

Called to Glory
Rev. Thomas Van der Bloemen was called to glory
on August 3, 2020. He served as pastor of First
Lutheran Church, Helena, and concluded his
ministry at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Wichita,
Kansas. His obituary can be found at: https://
www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/wichita-ks/
thomas-van-der-bloemen-9297225
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Around the District

On Sunday, August 23rd, Rev. Daniel Merz was installed as sole pastor of Emmaus Lutheran
Mission, Big Timber and Livingston. Pastor Merz will be shepherding the congregations, which
were establish in 2013 under the guidance of Rev. Chad Schopp, until his Call to Bethlehem and
St. John Lutheran Church, Edgar, WI in June 2019. Pastor Arlo Pullmann and Vicar Stoever served
the vacancy in the interim. Welcome to Pastor Merz, his wife, Deanna, and children, Axel, Titus
and Cecilia!

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 2Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with
singing! 3Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the
sheep of his pasture.
~Psalm 100:1-3 (ESV)
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett
More COVID-19 Challenges

Serving in Ethiopia

Addis Ababa— It has been a couple months since our last
newsletter. I do apologize for that, but among other challenges,
the internet in Ethiopia was turned off at the end of June through
most of July due to unrest in the country. I don’t want to spend
time on the details of that, but if you are interested, you can find a
few articles about it on the BBC. I will simply say, the
government acted quickly to get things under control and we have
been safe the entire time.
Through it all, we have been busy trying to finish up the school
year (see last newsletter) and just this week, we have finally been
able to collect all the assignments and tests from our graduating
Pastor Sinnett with the kids on Father’s Day
students, hold thesis defenses and give final grades.
We do not have a final decision from the government, but the hints they are giving have made our Seminary
President, Dr. Bruk, confident that we will be al-lowed to open the campus for fall classes and we are
preparing to do so. We will probably have to start late, maybe the end of September or as late as midOctober. I don’t know what the school calendar will look like, but as Dr. Bruk put it, “Once we are able to
start, we will have to be 100% on, full-time, for the year.” I expect it to be a very busy year, but also very
rewarding.

In the meantime, we keep busy, making good use of the opportunities opening before us, such as recording
television shows for Mekane Yesus TV. It has proved to be an excellent way to reach a great number of
people. As gatherings have been restricted, including churches, and social opportunities are limited, people
are spending a lot of time on their televisions. The EECMY has a TV station that reaches 20-30 million
viewers and we have been working with them to record shows teaching the basic truths of the Bible – Grace,
Faith, understanding the Bible as the perfect the Word of God, etc. Based on the feedback we have gotten, it
has been a great way to fill the time I would have had in the classroom and is reaching many, many more
people. We truly thank and praise our Lord for this opportunity. We also thank you. We know things are
difficult and uncertain where you are. Thank you for your care and support, even in the midst of your own
challenges. We are praying for all of you also.
Our oldest daughter, Rachael was confirmed in the living room of our
missionary partners, Rev. Dr. Mark and Stefanie Rabe. We had hoped to be
home in the United States and be with family and friends for this special
occasion, but as with all things related to Covid, those plans changed. We
were so thankful to hear her confession of the Lutheran faith articulated so
clearly and pray that God grants her growth in her faith all her life long.
Thanks be to God.
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Except from: God’s Reign in Spain: The Missionary Journey of
Rev. David & Shelee Warner
On the Road Again!
First stop: Sevilla--Open for Worship
We joined with Pastor Lehman, his family, and the San Pablo
congregation as they opened for worship amidst CV-19.
Everyone is slowly adjusting to the new norms of masks, hand
sanitizer, no singing and space between families. We are
thankful for recorded hymns with voices so that we can still
enjoy meditating on the Biblical lyrics even though we can't sing
along. After 4 months of CV-19 isolation, it was great to
reconnect with our other LCMS Missionaries on the field here in
Spain. Our friendship, regular zoom calls and time spent
together strengthen us for the work God has called us to here.
Friendship and fellowship with other Christians is a gift, a blessing, and a necessity for the body of Christ.
Saying Good-bye to Kayla Hoem, our short-term (GEO) Missionary. She was finally able to fly home to the
USA on July 1 so we celebrated with her and sent her off with a blessing and gifts, and a meal together at
the Lehman's home.

Next Stop:
Granada -- Divine Service
Granada lies between Sevilla and Cartagena so it is an easy
stop to make and always a joy to worship with our friends
there! Between the host family and what David brings
along, we set up an altar usually at the dining table and
gather around for the Divine Service. We enjoyed
conversation over lunch together afterwards, then headed
home to Cartagena.

I was glad when they said to me “Let us go to the house of
the Lord!”
--Psalm 122:1
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2020 LWML Convention
Praise God with me as we celebrate His blessings on our convention in July. The convention and all
activities are now posted on the LWML Montana District website! Individual presentations, as well as a
video of all activities, are available. Go to www.mtdistrictlwml.org. On the home page to the right
immediately above the calendar is a button titled "2020 Victory Celebration." Click on that and it will take
you to the convention page. You will see the convention manual first, and then activities and
presentations as they happened during our two days. Be prepared to see us socially distanced and
wearing our masks (speakers were allowed to not have a mask)! See the upcoming Missive for more
information about the convention celebration.
Thanks to Kammy Perdew from Trinity, Billings, who taped the sessions and to Webmaster Stephanie
Edgar for getting it all posted and arranged. Thanks, also, to the Convention Host Committee for their
planning, Host Committee Co-Chairmen Pam Kercher and Myrt White, and to Trinity Lutheran for the use
of their building.
Use all or portions of the activities at your next LWML get-together, or better yet, have a "watch party"
with your fellow LWML sisters in Christ, and attend the convention virtually. Share this information with
those from your church that weren't able to attend (I did not have emails for everyone). Everyone who
registered should have received a bag with all the convention materials. Follow along in the manual as
you watch the convention. (If you did not receive a bag and were registered, check with your Zone
President or someone who attended from your church.)
I am so glad we could make this available to you, especially if you could not join us. It has been an honor
and privilege to serve as your District President. I look forward to working with our newly elected District
President, Pam Kercher. God's continued blessings and abundant grace to each of you!
In Christ's joyful service,
Shari Miller
LWML Montana District 2016-2020

Montana District Lutheran Student School Scholarship Fund
The Montana District Lutheran Student School Scholarship Fund was created at the 2018 Montana District
Convention to financially support students of our district who attend our Lutheran Pre K-8th grade schools.
The scholarship is applied for by the school, who determined its distribution. This year, Trinity (Billings),
Trinity (Kalispell), and Mt. Olive (Billings) received scholarship funds to help families in need.
Please prayerfully consider donating to this fund. Donations are received through the District office, with
the designation “Montana District Lutheran Student Scholarship Fund” in the memo line.
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Around the District
Rev. Gerald Paul was installed as
missionary to the Cayman
Islands on September 6th. Thank
you to Pastor Paul and his wife,
Heidi, for 9 years of faithful
service in the Montana District.
To learn more about the Lord’s
work in the Cayman Islands,
visit: https://
international.lcms.org/a-pastorfor-the-cayman-islands/
Pictured above L-R: Rev. Dr. Gerald
Paul, Rev. Terry Forke
Pictured to the right L-R: Heidi
Paul, Pastor Paul, Mattias Paul

Sunday August 16 Faith Lutheran in Boulder held their worship
service in the great outdoors at Elkhorn Picnic grounds. It was
followed by their annual picnic and fellowship time. What a
privilege to worship our Savior in His great creation. To Him all
glory!
Jesus Christ is the Only answer!
~Pastor Bruce Linderman

Board of Directors Meeting Summary
July 27, 2020
The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, July 27 th, at the District office and via
Zoom, for the quarterly board meeting. Items included the 2nd quarter financial statements, including the
volatility of the market related to the pandemic, a review of the audit report, review and granting of the
Lutheran Student Scholarships, and the adoption of the amended 2021 Compensation guidelines. Pastor
Wendt also gave a report of his spring trip to Uganda.
During the past quarter, President Forke continued to make contact with rostered workers of the Montana
District, providing truth and encouragement through God’s Word.
The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, Monday, October 12th at the District office in Billings. A in
person, Synodical visitation from Vice Presidents Rev. Peter Lange and Rev. Nabil Nour was originally
schedule for this meeting; however, they will now attend via Zoom.
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If It Is You
When I was a teenager, helping out on my grandfather’s farm, I went with the local Lutheran Church
youth group on an outing to swim at a farm pond. Most of the kids did not know how to swim, so it was
a bit scary. At one point another young man got in real trouble and was flapping around and going
under. I swam over to assure him that I could help, and he wrapped both of his arms around my head
and hung for dear life. When you think you are drowning you are ready to hold on to whatever you
think may save you.
We don’t know why Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and begin crossing the Sea of Galilee
while He stayed on shore and prayed. (Matthew 14:22–33) We don’t know why Jesus decided to walk
closely enough to the boat, as He walked across the Sea later that night, that the disciples could see
Him. We don’t know why Jesus decided to allow Peter to walk on the water. Perhaps Jesus constructed
all these events just to show His disciples, and you, that He is always present to save us.
We do know that right after Jesus attempted to calm the disciples by saying, “Take heart; it is I,” Peter
said, “If it is you…” (v28) Those precise words are used four other times in the New Testament, always
by unbelievers, and always challenging the identity of Jesus. So also, with Peter; if it is you prove it by
letting me walk on water.
Centuries later we believers are still stuck challenging the identity of Jesus. Perhaps you have caught
yourself saying to Jesus, “If it is you, give me the power to walk on water, to conquer this problem, to
win this conflict, to get out of this jam, to heal from this disease.” “If it is You, Jesus,” we cry, “if Your
Word works the way You say, then do what I want.”
Peter got scared. He saw the waves and he began to sink. We might expect Jesus to have let Peter
suffer for his doubts, but the text says, “Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him…”
There was no need for Peter to wrap his arms around Jesus. Peter knew he needed saving, but Jesus did
the saving.
I know there are times when you believe, but you are too scared to believe. The waves are going over
your head. Maybe now is such a time. This text is a great comfort to you. Jesus comes to save you even
when you are too scared to believe that it is Him. He gave His life in this world, and on the cross, and in
eternity for us. When we were sinking down, just as He did for Peter, Jesus got us into the boat of
salvation, through His actions.
Nebraska farm ponds are not the sea of Galilee, but they still may teach us something. Fortunately, I
had had life-saving lessons so I knew to sink down into the water, which made him let go. Then, still
under water, I spun him around and pushed him to safety.
Even though He could walk on water, Jesus sank down into our world of sin, spun us around from
ourselves, from sin and death, and saved us. Jesus wants you to know that He is always present to save
you. He says to you today, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”
Rev. Terry Forke
Montana District President
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