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 “My advice is to take the flight to Chicago, and let them help you figure out how to get home.”  Our Saturday 
afternoon flight had been canceled.  Our rebooked flight, on Sunday morning, had been canceled.  Now we were 
being advised to fly to Chicago which was, itself, under threat of a major winter storm.  So, I asked for a refund, and 
rented a car to drive home from Omaha.  What I didn’t know was that the sister storm had stalled out over 
Nebraska.  We spent the next seven hours driving on icy roads at 25-30 miles an hour, detouring around one closed 
interstate, and idling away a long night in North Platte.  Thus, 48 hours after we were supposed to arrive, we closed 
the garage door and were home.  2019 ended on an ugly note.  

 Travel terrors are the unattractive underbelly of the holiday season.  We have all had them, they can tarnish our 
memories of family events, and lead us into all sorts if ugliness.  (I can tell you there were plenty of unpleasant 
people at the United desk Sunday morning).  How are Christians to handle such common, but unsightly events?  One 
of the great benefits of the faith is that God’s Word has much to say about managing the unappealing circumstances 
of daily life in a sinful world.  

 When Solomon, the king of unparalleled wisdom, summarized his findings about the toils of humans in a sinful 
world he concluded, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”  (Ecclesiastes 
3:1) He then lists some occurrences we might think are good and some we might think are bad.  (“a time to kill, and 
a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up…” etc.)  He doesn’t specifically mention cancelled 
flights, but they fit in there somewhere.  Then, as if learning that every event under heaven has its time isn’t bad 
enough, Solomon makes this bold, and ultimately freeing statement, “He has made everything beautiful in its 
time.”  (3:11)   

 “Beautiful.”  What could possibly be beautiful about being terrified of joining the scores of cars in the ditch along 
interstate 80 in the middle of nowhere Nebraska?  Still, we have this Word from God, and we are bound not to 
ignore it.  There is a saying in English, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”  The point is, apparently, that it all 
depends on your perspective.  This may be a solution from a human point of view, change your perspective.  But 
that is not what the text says.  What it says is that beauty actually exists, that God has made it that way.  Further, 
the word translated beauty, (Yapeh in Hebrew) is used 42 times and is always translated as having something to do 
with a pleasant appearance, (of cows, of the church, of women, etc.) 

 “He has made everything beautiful in its time.”  There is a specific answer as to how God has done this.  
Everything was good, perfect, beautiful when God created it.  Ugliness entered the world through sin.  The problem 
of sin is redeemed by God through Jesus.  Beauty is restored.  God has made everything beautiful in its time through 
the life, death, resurrection and promised return of Jesus.  It is not a matter of changing my perspective so that I can 
look at ugly things as if they are beautiful.  It is a matter of believing that God is at work, for Jesus sake, to turn all 
things out for our good.   

 Whatever unsightly event threatens to blemish your day, you can be assured that your Heavenly Father is at 
work, because you belong to Him in Jesus, to reveal His beauty to you.  

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 

He has made everything beautiful in its time  



District President’s Calendar 
Jan 12: Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 13: Southern Circuit Winkel 

Jan 19: Official Visit: Our Savior   
  Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
  Billings 

Jan 19: LFL Movie Event: Unplanned 
  Mt. Olive Lutheran Church,  
  Billings, 2-4 pm 

Jan 23-25:    Life March, Washington, DC 

Jan 26: Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 27: Board of Directors Meeting,  
  District Office, Billings 

Feb 2:  Official Visit: St. John Lutheran  
  Church, Libby 

Feb 5-6: Circuit Visitor’s AOR training:  
  Coaching People Through Conflict 
  Practicum, Christ the King, Billings 

Feb 9:  Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 10-14:    COP meetings, Santa Fe 

Feb 16: Official Visit: St. John, Belfry &   
  St. Paul, Bridger 

Feb 17: Bible Study, Bridger at 5pm 

Feb 18: Bible Study, Belfry at 6:30pm 

Feb 23: Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 26: Ash Wednesday Service, Trinity, 
  Harlowton  

Around the District 

St. John, Deer Lodge is in the call process.  
Pastor James Pierce is serving as the vacancy 
pastor. 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Eureka is in the 
call process.  Pastor Matthew Nelson, Our 
Redeemer, Columbia Falls, is serving the 
vacancy. 

Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber/
Livingston, called Pastor Sean Smith of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Steeleville, IL.  Pastor Smith 
has returned the call.  Pastor Arlo Pullmann 
and Vicar Stoever continue to serve the 
vacancy. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 
Salmon, ID, has called Pastor Michael 
Musegades of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Grangeville, ID.  Pastor Vernon Sandersfeld 
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.  

Pastor John Vallie of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Plentywood, Trinity Lutheran Church, Wolf 
Point, and Faith Lutheran Church, Glasgow 
has return the call to St. John Lutheran 
Church, Fairfield, and Zion Lutheran Church, 
Power.  Pastor Paul continues to serve the 
vacancy.  

Rev. Jakob Berger of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Glenrock, WY, was installed as sole 
pastor of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church, Thompson Falls on Sunday, 
December 1.  Please keep Shepherd of the 
Valley, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, and 
Pastor Berger in your prayers. 

Rev. Dr. Mark Cutler, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Kalispell, has accepted the call to St. John 
Lutheran Church, Mayville, WI.  Please keep 
Pastor Cutler and the congregations in your 
prayers. 

Please keep the Houghton and Dewell 
families in your prayers, as Harold James 
Houghton-father of Gerlinde Dewell (wife of 
Rev. Russell Dewell) was Called to Glory on 
December 17, 2019, after a long battle with 
cancer. 



Pastor Jakob Berger was installed as sole pastor of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in 
Thompson Falls, MT, on December 1, 2019.  Welcome Pastor Berger and family! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured L-R:  Rev. Iverson, Rev. Schneider, Rev. Carlson, Rev. Christenson, Rev. Eckert, Rev. Berger, Rev. Bueltmann, 
Montana District President Rev. Forke, Rev. Fitch, Rev. Linderman  

Installation 

Thank you 

Thank you for the grant money.  The new cubbies are keeping our students very organized.  The students are 
enjoying the new books as we grow our library that corresponds with our curriculum. 

King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia Falls 

Potluck Celebration Luncheon 

Trinity Lutheran Church & School have been blessed with over 14 years of dedicated service by both 
Pastor & Joann.  Please join us in thanking them for their time in ministry by attending a potluck 
fellowship event following Pastor’s last Sunday worship service at Trinity. 

Date: Sunday, January 26, 2020 

Time: 12:00 noon  

Place: Trinity Lutheran Church ~ Fellowship Hall 
 400 W California ST 
 Kalispell, MT  59901  



Excerpt from: The Thompsons—Serving God in West Africa, Sierra Leone 
Thanksgiving, Prayer, and Provision  

Over the past five years God has blessed us with an 
incredible life half-way across the world in two West 
African countries: Ghana and Sierra Leone. The people 
we have met, the friendships we have made, and the 
relationships that we have formed (all across Africa) 
over these years is a gift of God, and will last for the 
rest of our lives. We are truly humbled and blessed.  

The people of West Africa are incredible. Speaking in 
particular of Ghana and Sierra Leone, they are 
generous, kind, intelligent, capable, hard-working, and 
faithful people. They are dedicated to their families, love their country, and they love the Triune God. 
We have learned patience and trust from them, and have gained a perspective on life and the world 
and the work of the Gospel that we could never have imagined. They have taught us so much, and we 
are grateful. Most of all, they have loved us with an unconditional love that can only come by faith, and 
we love them.  

In recent months and weeks God has opened a new chapter in our lives. Doug has received and 
accepted God’s Call through the congregations of Trinity and St. Paul in Fisher and Euclid, Minnesota. 
This means we will be transitioning back into the US by January 2020. Doug will begin serving as pastor 
of Trinity and St. Paul sometime in March. We are very much looking forward, with great joy and 
anticipation, to serving God’s people of Trinity and St. Paul. God, as always, will provide all that is 
needed.  

God has provided so much for His church in Sierra Leone. Our primary mission in Sierra Leone was to 
open the country back up for LCMS missions, and to assist and walk with the church (CELC-SL) in order 
to establish seminary education and a path leading to ordination. We are glad to report to you that this 
work has been accomplished. Launching from the previously established two year theological 
education from the Coordinating Center for Theological Studies (CCTS) in Jembe, Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Sierra Leone now has a five year seminary curriculum, and a seminary named 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Theological Seminary, with upgraded facilities, a new dorm, multipurpose 
buildings, and a theological library. Teachers within the church have been raised up. They are ready to 
begin. These things were only dreams and ideas a few years ago. God has done great things!  

Here is what God has done since our arrival in Sierra Leone March of 2017:  

• The Curriculum for a five year seminary degree program is in place.  
• Teachers have been raised up and are equipped to begin their work.  
• A first year class of 12 students, along with a third year  
• class of at least 5 students are slated to begin and continue classes 

January 27, 2020.  
• Dorms have been upgraded, and a new dorm building is near 

completion, accommodating 24 students and 6 faculty.  
• The library building is completed, with the theological library well on 

its way to being in place.  
• A new class room, study area, and student commons is finished.  
• Furniture has been arranged to be crafted for all accommodations 

(desks, chairs, beds, wardrobes, etc.).  



Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia 
News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett 

Thesis Proposal Defense and New Amharic Hymnal 

Addis Ababa—It is thesis time again! In addition to my regular 

teaching responsibilities, we had MA thesis proposal defenses, which 

meant I was quite busy with my advisees as they prepared their 

proposals, and then with assessing the proposals from the entire 

second year class. Additionally, October marked the midpoint of the 

semester with mid-term exams. Writing and grading exams can be 

time consuming, but I enjoy seeing how much my students have 

learned and retained.  

However, the most exciting thing to happen in October was the 

completion of the EECMY Amharic hymnal project – Sebhat LeAmlak 

(ስብሃት ለአምላክ). The LCMS has been working with the EECMY for 

about 5 years to update and improve their Amharic hymnal. It has 

finally been finished with many classic Lutheran hymns added in, along with a few minor adjustments to 

the liturgy. A test run of 500 hymnals has been printed and things are moving along. To kick off this new 

hymnal, we held a two day conference/workshop taught by Sandra Rhein and myself. We discussed the 

theology of worship, leading worship, liturgy, and teaching hymnody and introducing some “new” hymns, 

such as Salvation Unto Us Has Come. The President of the EECMY (Kes Yonas) was present to dedicate the 

new hymnals for use in the EECMY. I truly enjoyed hearing some of the classic Lutheran hymns sung with 

Ethiopian embellishments and style as the group made these hymns their own. The hymnal was well 

received by all in attendance and I expect that it will be a tremendous blessing for the church for many 

years to come. Once again, I find myself looking back in excitement and thanksgiving at the many things 

our Lord is accomplishing here. And again, I need to thank you for choosing to be an important part of this 

work by your support.  

Please Pray for:  

• the Masters students who are struggling to work on their theses and research work and balance all of 
their studies and work and for their advisors  

• finding a new language teacher and time to study  

Give thanks For:  

• the new Amharic hymnal being completed and printed  

• the audio recordings for the hymnal were finished  

• a successful completion of the hymnal conference that was well attended  

Praise God for:  

• our fellow missionaries, the Rabe family and Kaisers  

• all of our supporters in prayer and finances  

• the new hymnal being dedicated by President Yonas  

• Sandra Rhein (hymnal consultant LCMS) and for all the people who worked so hard to help  



Our Savior Lutheran Church in Glendive participated in the Thrivent Northland Region  "Give 

Thanks and Give Back" November food shelf challenge.  From their participation the Dawson 

County Food Bank will receive the 504+ food and 

pantry items and a check for $500.00! 

Members of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Sunday 

School and Daycare collected the items for 

November 1st to November 25th.  A bulletin board 

was created featuring the name of the local food 

bank and the number of items collected.  A photo of 

the food, the bulletin board and several members 

wearing their Thrivent Live Generously t-shirts; these 

were all requirements of the challenge; was emailed 

to Northland. Thrivent on Wednesday evening, November 25th.  On Monday morning the church 

received an email from Northland.  Thrivent announcing a multiplier check will be sent to our 

Dawson County Food Bank!  

Around the District 

Zion Lutheran Church LWML, Chinook, 

has many ongoing projects.  The recent 

one has been baking bread to be given to 

our shut ins and those that we have 

missed at Sunday services.  Man shall 

not live by bread alone, but the bread 

baked by the women of the LWML is a 

reminder of the bread of life which can 

be received at the  foot of the cross. 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not 

believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast 

out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent 

me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 

but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the 

Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”   

~John 6:35-40 (ESV) 



Year in Review 2019 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (ESV) 

Installations (8) 
Rev. Terry Forke   St. Paul Lutheran Church, Roundup 

Rev. Russell Fitch   Messiah Trinity Lutheran Church, Missoula/Superior 

Rev. Willis McCall   Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Billings 

Mrs. Laura White   Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell (Principal) 

Mr. Nicolas Harding   Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings (Dir. of Music/Teacher) 

Mrs. Jennifer Boll   Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings (Teacher) 

Rev. Timothy Christenson  St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish 

Rev. Jakob Berger   Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Thompson Falls 

Status Changes (4) 
Mrs. Tawn Bueltmann   Reinstated to the Roster (Teacher) 

Rev. Robert Mitchell   Active to Emeritus 

Rev. Adam Salinas   Active to Candidate 

Rev. Christopher Tabbert  Active to Emeritus 

Transferred to Montana District (6) 
Rev. Russell Fitch   North Dakota District 

Mrs. Tawn Bueltmann   Central Illinois District 

Mrs. Laura White   Northwest District 

Mr. Nicolas Harding   Southern Illinois District 

Rev. Timothy Christenson  Southeastern District 

Rev. Jakob Berger   Wyoming District 

Transferred out of Montana District (3) 
Rev. Kevin Peterson   Kansas District 

Rev. Chad Schopp   North Wisconsin District 

Mrs. Rebecca Braaten   Northwest District 

Called to Glory (2) 
Rev. Edward Iverson 

Rev. Herbert Schiefelbein 

Official Visits (17) 

• Holy Trinity, Belgrade/Grace, Three Forks 
• ELM, Big Timber/Livingston 
• Christ the King, Billings 
• Faith, Boulder 
• Zion, Chinook/St. Paul, Havre 
• The Church at Creston-Lutheran, Creston 
• Living Water, Dillon/Shepherd of the Hills, Ennis 
• Holy Cross, Eureka 
• Grace, Fallon/Our Savior, Glendive 

• Peace/Christ for the Deaf, Great Falls 
• Grace, Hamilton 
• Trinity, Harlowton/St. Paul, Roundup 
• Circle of Life, Lame Deer 
• St. John, Laurel 
• Mt. Calvary, Polson/Zion, St. Ignatius 
• Shepherd of the Valley, Salmon, ID 
• Shepherd of the Valley, Thompson Falls 



Mission Opportunity 

First Lutheran Church, Missoula has scheduled a spring mission trip to Kid’s Kingdom orphanage in Imuris, 

Sonora, Mexico from April 30th May 7th. Come and join us as we share the love of Christ with the children 

and staff at the orphanage. Through our interactions and special activities we hope to create happy 

childhood memories for the children. We strive to make their living environment more safe, secure and 

comfortable through our projects at the orphanage in Imuris. We will also spend some time in Benjamin 

Hill (a neighboring town) working at a second Kid’s Kingdom orphanage - this one for developmentally 

disabled children and orphans. 

Some of the projects we are considering for this trip include: distributing food baskets and Bibles to widows 

and single moms, a swim party and barbeque for the kids and staff, and a pizza party. Also a variety of work 

projects like: tiling, replacing lights, sockets and switches, running some electrical wire, various plumbing 

repairs (fixing leaky faucets and non-functioning toilets, etc.) and more than likely, some painting. The cost 

for this trip is $450 plus the cost for airline tickets (currently $150.00) and includes: travel insurance, food, 

lodging and transportation (does not include meals on travel days). You can reserve your spot and 

guarantee the lowest airline ticket price by paying a $200 deposit by January 30th , 2020. For more 

information contact either Rev. Mark Christensen at pastormarkchristensen@gmail.com or call/text 406-

239-7642 OR Deaconess Sonja Reeves at deaconesssonja@gmail.com or call/text 406-542-8838.  

Call to Glory 

The Reverend Dr. Richard E. Bolling, pastor emeritus, Papillion, Nebraska, 

departed this life on October 20, 2019, at the age of 92.   

Richard was ordained on June 16, 1968, by Rev. Otto Truog at First Lutheran 

Church in Papillion, Nebraska.  During his ministry Pastor Bolling served the 

following congregations:  Grace, Three Forks, and Zion, Whitehall, Montana 

(1968-1973); St. John, Cheboygan, Michigan (1973-1976); and St. Peter, 

Randall, Minnesota (1976-1993).  He also served as chaplain at Lutheran 

Senior Citizens Home in Little Falls, Minnesota (1978-1999).  

2020 Quad Circuit Pastors’ Conference  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Belgrade, MT  

January 28-30, 2020  

Guest Speaker: The Rev. Dr. William Weinrich  

“The Gospel of John as a Baptismal Narrative” 
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