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 “If I sit here will I be taking someone’s regular seat?” Asking this question is a ritual I perform every Sunday I visit 

a Montana District congregation.  I have noticed that people who go to church, even good Lutherans, are creatures 

of habit.  They tend to return to the same pew Sunday after Sunday.  Sometimes, it is not a good idea for me to sit in 

their seat.  

 We regularly return to all manner of matters; too many of them, very bad for us. Have you noticed how easy it is 

for certain sins to become habitual?  Today, near the beginning of Lent, I have in mind the sin of greed.  Hanging out 

in the sanctuary of greed for more time for ourselves, may lead us not to have time for our spouse or children, not 

to have time to attend Church on Sunday, or not to have time to study the Word of God.  Sitting in the pew of greed 

for more money for ourselves, may convince us we don’t have money to help the poor, or money to support the 

work of the Church in proclaiming the Gospel.  It might be greed of attention that entices us to push ourselves 

forward, and others into the dust.  

 Jesus is used to our returning to the refuge of sin.  He has watched the habit since the first sin ground its way into 

the nature of man.  In the second chapter of Joel He expresses His grief over the fact that each time we return to sin 

we depart from Him. “Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near, a day 

of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!” (Joe 2:1–2).  The habit of greed is so deadly we often do 

not even recognize we are infected.  It delivers us into a darkness far from our Father. 

 In this context He calls us to return to Him.  Listen to His heartfelt cry.  He calls not just an Old Testament people, 

He calls you, and me to repentance, to return to Him. “’Yet even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your 

heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.’ Return to the 

LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 

disaster.” (Joe 2:12–13). 

 Yes, Jesus is always calling you, willing you to repent.  Like a parent following a toddler that is scampering away in 

rebellion, Jesus will not leave you.  Yet, the call to return is not His final answer.  If it depended on us to decide to 

return, to find the way, and to navigate the course we would certainly all be lost.  This is not His way.  Has He not 

declared, “For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome; who can endure it?”  (2:11) The habit to sin is deeply 

ingrained.  We need a Savior to destroy the habit and carry us to life.  

 During the season of Lent we make much of returning to the Lord in repentance.  This is certainly the life of faith.  

But we dare not forget that our return is conditioned by His.  Jesus returned to save you by His holy life, death, and 

resurrection.  He will return for you in life on Easter.  He returns every time His Word falls on your ear.  He will 

return at the end of time to sweep you out of this pew of sin into His eternal sanctuary.  

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President  

Return to Me 



District President’s Calendar 

Feb 2: Official Visit: St. John Lutheran Church, 
Libby 

Feb 9: Trinity, Harlowton 
 St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 10-14: COP meetings, Santa Fe 

Feb 16: Official Visit: St. John, Belfry & St. Paul, 
Bridger 

Feb 17: Bible Study, Bridger at 5pm 

Feb 18: Bible Study, Belfry at 6:30pm 

Feb 23: Trinity, Harlowton 
St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 26: Ash Wednesday Service, Trinity, 
Harlowton  

Mar 1: Official Visit: St. Mark, Butte 

Mar 1: Installation of Rev. Michael Musegades 
at  Shepherd of the Valley, Salmon, ID at 
4 pm 

Mar 8: Trinity, Harlowton 
 St. Paul, Roundup 

Mar 15: Official Visit: Trinity, Great Falls 

Mar 18-20:   COP Regional Meetings, Sioux Falls, 
SD 

Mar 22: Trinity, Harlowton 
 St. Paul, Roundup 

Mar 29: Official Visit: Trinity, Miles City 

Around the District 

St. John, Deer Lodge is in the call process.  

Pastor James Pierce is serving as the vacancy 

pastor. 

Rev. David McCarthy as accepted the call to 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Eureka.  Pastor 

Matthew Nelson will continue to serve the 

vacancy until the installation. 

Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber/

Livingston, called Pastor Sean Smith of 

Immanuel Lutheran Church and St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, Steeleville, IL.  Pastor Smith 

has returned the call.  Pastor Arlo Pullmann 

and Vicar Stoever continue to serve the 

vacancy. 

Rev. Michael Musegades of Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Grangeville, ID, has accepted the call 

to Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Salmon, ID.  He will be installed on Sunday, 

March 1, 2020.   

Pastor John Vallie of Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Plentywood, Trinity Lutheran Church, Wolf 

Point, and Faith Lutheran Church, Glasgow 

has return the call to St. John Lutheran 

Church, Fairfield, and Zion Lutheran Church, 

Power.  The congregations are being served by 

Rev. Scott Kerns, who has transferred from the 

Central Illinois District.  

Rev. Douglas Thompson has accepted the call 

to  Trinity Lutheran Church, Fisher and St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, Euclid, Minnesota.  He will 

be installed on March 1, 2020.  Blessings! 

Thank you Pastor Paul and Pastor Sandersfeld 

for your service as vacancy pastors to St. John, 

Fairfield and Zion, Power, and Shepherd of the 

Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon, ID. 

Congratulations to Nicolas (Music Director and teacher at Trinity, Billings) and 
Rebecca Harding on the birth of Annalynn Elizabeth Harding.  Annalynn was born of 
February 14, 2020.  Rebecca and Annalynn are doing great.  God’s richest blessings 

to your growing family! 



Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Rev. Mark 

Wiegert (Our Savior, Denton, St. 

Paul, Lewistown, Trinity, Stanford) 

for the completion of the SMP 

program through Concordia 

Seminary, St. Louis. 

Mission Opportunity 

First Lutheran Church, Missoula has scheduled a spring mission trip to Kid’s Kingdom orphanage in Imuris, Sonora, 

Mexico from April 30th May 7th. Come and join us as we share the love of Christ with the children and staff at the 

orphanage. Through our interactions and special activities we hope to create happy childhood memories for the 

children. We strive to make their living environment more safe, secure and comfortable through our projects at the 

orphanage in Imuris. We will also spend some time in Benjamin Hill (a neighboring town) working at a second Kid’s 

Kingdom orphanage - this one for developmentally disabled children and orphans. 

Some of the projects we are considering for this trip include: distributing food baskets and Bibles to widows and 

single moms, a swim party and barbeque for the kids and staff, and a pizza party. Also a variety of work projects like: 

tiling, replacing lights, sockets and switches, running some electrical wire, various plumbing repairs (fixing leaky 

faucets and non-functioning toilets, etc.) and more than likely, some painting. The cost for this trip is $450 plus the 

cost for airline tickets (currently $150.00) and includes: travel insurance, food, lodging and transportation (does not 

include meals on travel days). You can reserve your spot and guarantee the lowest airline ticket price by paying a 

$200 deposit by January 30th , 2020. For more information contact either Rev. Mark Christensen at 

pastormarkchristensen@gmail.com or call/text 406-239-7642 OR Deaconess Sonja Reeves at 

deaconesssonja@gmail.com or call/text 406-542-8838.  

Around the District 

Members at Zion in Chinook 

celebrated with cake and 

coffee on February 16, as 

Amanda Miller was 

confirmed in Christ.   

Pictured L-R: Pastor Marcus 

Williams, Amanda Miller 

Bethesda Auxiliary Scholarship Application Period Open 

A total of $30,000 will support individuals who plan to enhance the lives of people with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities 

The Bethesda Auxiliary, in partnership with Bethesda, is offering $30,000 in student scholarships for the 2020-21 

school year. The scholarships are for undergraduate- or graduate-level students, including seminarians. 

“We’re pleased to support young men and women who hope to put their talents and energy toward enhancing the 

lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities,” said Karen Carter, president of the Bethesda 

Auxiliary. “Furthering the achievements of students who have a shared interest in supporting the Bethesda mission 

helps us all. It’s gratifying to be able to empower these students in such a direct way.” 

The deadline to apply is May 15, 2020, with results to be announced by July 1, 2020. To download an application, go 

to https://www.BethesdaLC.org/get-involved/scholarships/.   

mailto:pastormarkchristensen@gmail.com
mailto:deaconesssonja@gmail.com
https://www.BethesdaLC.org/get-involved/scholarships/


Billings Non-Discrimination Ordinance 

 Last night, following a six hour stint, (comprised, for me, of 5 hours, 58 minutes of waiting/listening, and 

two minutes of speaking), the Billings City Council, once again, voted not to proceed with a Non-

Discrimination Ordinance.  Such ordinances, already adopted in Montana by Bozeman, Missoula, Helena 

and others, creates a special class of citizens of the LGBTQ community, and insists that they may not be 

discriminated against in housing, employment, and accommodations.   

 The Council heard over two hours of testimony from proponents and opponents of the NDO.  Each 

citizen was given two minutes to testify.  The proponents spoke mostly of the need to eliminate the 

suffering of their people, suggesting that the Montana suicide rate is the result of pressure on the “gender 

non-conforming,” and that Billings was losing both population and economic development because it is not 

a welcoming community.  About six “Pastors” testified.  They all said basically the same thing; that Jesus 

wants us to love our neighbor, which seemed to mean that we should be working against anything that 

oppresses people by not allowing them to behave as they desire.  (See my essay “The Long Chains of 

Liberation Theology” under President-papers at the Montana District Website).    While not one of the 

speakers in favor of the NDO related an incident of an actionable discrimination in Billings, (No housing or 

accommodations denied, and no jobs lost), there were plenty examples of name calling, shunning, etc.  This 

means no evidence was given of a need for this law.  An NDO cannot stop name calling.  Nonetheless, the 

pain expressed by these people should not be ignored.  It is a travesty that some in our communities think it 

is acceptable to bully, to call names, to vandalize and to threaten people, even those who are outside of 

God’s will.  

 The opponents denied that an NDO could lower the suicide rate, or bring more people or business to 

Billings.  They also spoke of safety concerns, (trans-gender men in women’s bathrooms), medical concerns, 

(health care professionals being forced to abuse minors with trans-gender treatments), legal concerns, (can 

municipalities use local ordinances to limit constitutional rights), and the issue of freedom of religion.  That 

is what I spoke to, and I wanted to give you a bit of what I said so that you may be aware of this 

danger.  There is ample evidence that NDOs have been used to target Christians.  Numerous small 

businesses have been set up to be charged with discrimination.  

I refer to the words of a New Mexico supreme court Justice Rosson, who on concurring with the 

court’s judgment against a photographer who had declined to condone a homosexual wedding by 

photographing it, wrote the following.  There is no speculation involved here, as in so much of the 

proponent’s testimony.  These are the actual words of a justice declaring the legal results of an 

NDO.  

“All of which, I assume, is little comfort to the Huguenins, who now are compelled by law (an 

NDO) to 1compromise the very religious beliefs that inspire their lives. Though the rule of law 

requires it, the result is sobering. The Huguenins are free …to believe, as they wish; … 2in their 

personal lives … In the … world of the marketplace…the Huguenins have to channel their conduct, 
3not their beliefs, so as to leave space for other Americans who believe something different.” 



Billings Non-Discrimination Ordinance 

Those of us whose religious beliefs inspire our lives find these words chilling on three counts:  

1. The state’s requirement of a citizen to compromise his religious beliefs represents a breach of 

the constitutional right to religious freedom.  It also creates precedence for further erosion of 

such freedoms.  

2. The state’s circumscription of the citizen’s religious freedom to “their personal lives” creates a 

very narrow corridor in which he may exercise his religious freedom.  The distinction between 

personal and public life has not been and is not easily defined.  

3. The state’s arbitrary distinction between conduct and beliefs is not supported by rational 

thought.  Our beliefs inform our actions.  

Therefore, I encourage the council to consider the unintended consequences of the NDO by 

refusing to follow New Mexico into the abyss of impinging religious freedom.  Can we find another 

way to coordinate the competing interests of freedom from “oppression” and freedom of religion? 

From this experience I would like you to consider two suggestions.  

1. The LGBTQ community feels oppressed and under attack.  A large part of the “straight” population 

agrees.  We claim that we are not haters.  Is there a way that we can mitigate the impression that 

Christians are a part of that hatred and oppression?  Can we find a way to love our 

enemies?  (Forcing Christians to condone ungodly behavior seems to be the intended goal of NDOs, 

making them, truly, enemies.)  This requires great wisdom and compassion.  We will need to find the 

courage to refuse to condone ungodly behavior. We will also need to find ways to demonstrate the 

love of Christ who desires all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  Can we teach 

that it is wrong to bully, call names, vandalize and threaten members of this community, without 

condoning their behavior?  Yes, and I think it will become a more important part of how we present 

the faith as time goes on.  

2. This fight is not going away.  The proponents of the NDO pledged to bring it back again and again to 

the council.  This underlines the need for us to seriously take up the vocation of citizen.  I do not 

think the testimonies last night did much to influence the opinions of the council members. Most 

were likely predisposed to vote one way or the other.  That means that if we are not vigilant about 

researching and voting, the NDO may pass when the next election changes the composition of the 

council.  As I hope to have demonstrated, these issues do have an impact on the image and freedom 

of the Church.  Is there a way for us to teach the vocation of citizen; encouraging informed godly 

citizenry, without demanding strict adherence to a voting block?  Yes, and I think it will become a 

more important part of how we present the faith as time goes on.  

Most of you know that I am very active with respect to local and state legislation that touches on the life of 

the church and the proclamation of the Gospel.  Some might say too active. Be that as it may, I found last 

night to be an enjoyable exercise of my citizenship, and a valuable front on which to make the name of 

Jesus known.   

Please keep these matters in your regular prayers. 

Pastor Forke 



Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain—The Missionary Journey of  
Rev. David & Shelee Warner 

 

500 Miles, 10 Days, 8 Cities In December, David took Pastor Machado (our new Alliance Pastor) to northern Spain to 

meet our many members who live outside of a congregational city. Delivering the Word and the Sacrament at each 

stop, as well as sharing fellowship over meals is an integral part of the mission here in Spain. They were also able to 

meet face to face with 3 different "new contacts" who have been emailing with David, asking about Lutheranism. 

After meeting with each of them, one family is going to join a Lutheran congregation in our sister church in Portugal, 

and the others are going to start weekly Lutheran catechism classes, via skype. We now have 17 youth and adults in 

Catechesis!  

 

Pastor Machado has used our home in Cartagena as his 

home base for the last 6 weeks as he travelled to each 

congregation city--Sevilla and Madrid as well as Granada 

and northern Spain to meet members and lead Divine 

Services. Now he is in Madrid, staying with members who 

have graciously opened their home to him while he looks 

for an apartment, and gets settled in the city where he will 

serve Emanuel Congregation jointly with newly ordained 

Pastor Felipe Lobo. We look forward to when he can visit 

again and make Venezuelan arepas for us!  

Intercessions for the Saints  

• Please pray for the people in Puerto Rico who have suffered much due to the continuing earthquakes. 

We have a missionary team there meeting people's physical and spiritual needs. Pastors from around 

the LAC Region of LCMS International Missions are also traveling to Puerto Rico to help the team. David 

will be traveling there this next weekend to serve for 10 days.  

• For Pastor Isaac Machado's house hunting! He is encountering several road blocks even though he has 

made offers on at least 5 apartments to date. We trust that God knows where Isaac should live--now we 

pray that He would lead right to that perfect place!  

• For several people in Cartagena who have been attending worship services but are hesitant to start 

catechesis classes. May the Holy Spirit give them a hunger for the Word and draw them into 

conversation and classes with David. 

If you would like to financially support the Warners,  

Send a check made out to Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and write WARNER-SPAIN in the memo line  

Mission Central        Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod  
40718 Hwy E-16     OR    PO Box 66861     
Mapleton, IA 51034        St Louis, MO 63166-6861  



Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia—News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Sinnett 
serving in Ethiopia 

Unexpectedly Sharing the Gospel on Ethiopian National TV Addis Ababa—

Since the last time I wrote, I have finished a semester, celebrated Christmas 

twice, and begun a new semester. I am teaching classes with the first and 

second-year MA students and the PGD students, so I am very happy to have 

the opportunity to influence the ministry of so many different students. I 

am also being given opportunities outside of my usual teaching 

responsibilities. We were able to support one exciting, but unexpected 

project. Two of the students in my PGD class are husband and wife. He is a 

successful music producer and music instructor at the MYS Music School. 

She is a professional singer. They are both children of pastors in the EECMY. 

They joined the PGD program because they believe their musical talents 

can be used to reach many people with the Gospel in different ways, but 

they want to be sure that what they present in song and word is 

theologically correct and evangelically focused…so they are studying 

theology here at the seminary. The EECMY owns a TV station and gave this couple a two hour time slot for a 

Christmas day program. They approached us for help. Johanna helped them select a Christmas hymn to record out 

of the hymnal (see my October newsletter). They recorded their music video at our home (I think it was mostly for 

our Christmas decorating) and Johanna, Luke and Levi were in the video. (Luke is now being approached around 

town by people who saw him on national television.) They also 

interviewed me for a segment of the program discussing 

Bethlehem, everything from the Old Testament prophesies, the 

birth of Jesus, what His birth means for us today, to modern day 

Bethlehem. Their show has aired on the station and it is 

estimated that there were about thirty million viewers. My 

students told me they have now been given a regular weekly slot 

and will be broadcasting a new show every Sunday. They will 

begin filming their next segment this Saturday in our backyard 

and want to interview me on the topic of Shiloh in the Old 

Testament. When I was called to teach in Ethiopia, I never 

dreamed I would be contributing to a Christian music and talk show 

on television that is sharing the Gospel with millions of viewers each week. Thank you for choosing to be a part of it 

by helping to keep us here.  

 

If you would like to financially support the Stinnetts,  

Send a check made out to Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and write STINNETT-ETHIOPIA in the memo line  

Mission Central        Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod  
40718 Hwy E-16     OR    PO Box 66861     
Mapleton, IA 51034        St Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Luke as “Joseph” in the music video  



Greetings Saints, 

As I hope you heard this morning, I arrived safely in Jinja Uganda after almost 60 hours of travel by plane and car. 
After a day of rest and getting settled in I met with the Bishop of the Lutheran Church of Uganda yesterday along 
with three missionaries serving here in Jinja at the seminary and in the Lutheran schools. This morning I attended 
church at Emmanuel Lutheran with Rev. Dr. Enoch MacBen (president of the seminary and pastor of this fledgling 
congregation), his family minus his oldest son who is at boarding school, and missionaries Mr. Mark and Deaconess 
Megan Mantey.  (In case you are wondering about my attire in the photo, unless a pastor is preaching or teaching, 
he is asked to dress more like the members of the congregation would dress. That is, long pants, dressy shoes, and a 
shirt with a collar. Few of the men here ever wear shorts, only day laborers wear t-shirts, and that never to church. 
None of the women wear shorts and only the youngest of children.) 

Half-way around the world in a little town in the middle of Africa just off the Equator and at the headwaters of the 
Nile River, I was able to attend a Lutheran Church using the TLH Hymnal, singing the liturgy, and our Lutheran hymns. 
Just as you this morning, I heard the same absolution from a man called and ordained by God, the same readings 
and prayers, the same law that condemns me and the same Good News that my sins are forgiven in Jesus’ blood; I 
received the same body and blood, and heard the same benediction. This is one of the many incredible things about 
the heritage we have in the Lutheran tradition. I can’t describe the comfort that I received this morning far away 
from home and family - but only far away in miles, not in practice or doctrine or as part of the body of Christ 
receiving His gifts!  This is how it should be. If the roles were reversed, any member of this congregation from this 
little town or any other Lutheran Church Uganda (LCU) congregation could have attended Christ the King and been 
immediately and completely at home and able to receive the Lord’s gifts just as I did here. I hope just hearing this 
encourages you as it encourages me! 

As I know you prayed for me this morning (thank you), so this congregation prayed for you and for Pastor Donnan as 
he serves you while I am away. They are thankful that you sent me and that the Lord provided safe travel (as am I). 
They are greatly encouraged that Lutheran people in Billings Montana care for them and pray for them. 

Tomorrow (about 10PM Sunday night your time, 8AM here) I meet the 18 students in the 4th year class for the first 
time. We have two full weeks of teaching ahead and they are very excited and I am more than a little nervous. I 
imagine that with the significant work that I am assigning, the intensive nature of the course, and the daily memory 
work and quizzes along with lectures and discussion, things will change quickly. They may have a little less 
excitement and I may not be as nervous.  

Thank you for your ongoing prayers. I will not flood your inboxes with messages but I will try to send a few notes and 
pictures from time to time.  

Oh, as for my lodging, I am in a small modest hotel in a room that has a bed a small desk and a bathroom. I do have a 
little patio that looks at the barbed wire topped fence surrounding the hotel grounds (we have a gated entrance and 
AK47 armed guards from dusk to sunrise) and beyond that, the Nile River. I have running water and electricity (most 
of the time) and the staff and everyone I have met on the roads and in the market, even the intimidating guards, are 
very friendly and welcoming.  The only frustration is the WIFI for internet is very sketchy and communications with 
home have been fairly limited. 

Thank you all for your faithfulness to our Lutheran Confession and this Christian Faith, thank you for the 
encouragement and the support. I will give your greetings to the seminary and the students tomorrow and they will 
receive them with joy! 

The Lord be with you all, 

In Christ, 

Pastor Wendt 

Pastor Wendt with members of Emmanuel Lutheran Church and 

missionaries, Mr. Mark and Deaconess Megan Mantey 

Rev. Ryan Wendt, Rev. Dr. Enoch MacBen and 

family 



Serving in Papua 

Darrell and Sue Van Luchene of First Lutheran Church in Bozeman, Montana, served in Jakarta, Indonesia for 
fourteen years, establishing Christian schools throughout Indonesia. The LCMS Board of Missions commissioned 
Darrell and Sue as Missionaries at Large status to see if there were opportunities for LCMS to expand their 
Missions into Indonesia. During their fourteen years of service in Indonesia, many LCMS Educational Missionaries 
were able to serve there. Upon retiring in 2009, the Van Luchenes continued to volunteer their services in 

Sentani, Papua, the airport city for the capital of Jayapura.  

Irian Jaya was the original name for the far eastern Indonesian province 
which is now two provinces of Papua and West Irian Jaya, also known 
as the Bird’s Head. They comprise the western half of the island of New 
Guinea, the world's largest and highest tropical island. The eastern half 
of New Guinea is the independent country of Papua New Guinea which 
was established by the British after World War II.  

In 2007, Wallace Wiley, Director of Mission Aviation, asked Darrell and 
Sue to help him with curriculum and teacher training for a new school 

preparing Papuan children to become the future leaders of the province. The school was to begin with 
kindergarten and add a new grade each year. The name of the school is Sekolah Papua Harapan or Papua’s Hope 
School, called SPH.  

The first and second cohort of students were to come from villages in the interior. The first group of students 
only spoke Moni, their ethnic language and the second cohort spoke 
only Dani. The curriculum was to teach them the National language 
of Indonesia called Bahasa Indonesia. Beginning the second 
semester of Grade 1, teaching English was to begin. This makes 
these students trilingual. Bahasa Indonesia is required by the 
Indonesian government and must be taught in all Indonesian 
schools because it is the National Language. Dr. Wiley made English 
part of Papua Harapan as part of preparing future leaders of Papua. 
In addition, Discipleship is a major component of the school 
program. The 2019/2020 school year marks the completion of 
Preschool through grade 12 with the first cohort to graduate on May 
30, 2020. Currently there are 300 students and 55 teachers at Papua Harapan. 

Every year since 2007, Darrell and Sue have traveled to Papua, once and sometimes twice, to work on 
curriculum as well as train teachers in Unit Planning, Lesson Planning, Class Management, Research and Teaching 

Strategies. Additionally, they helped prepare a Student Handbook, a Teacher 
Handbook, School Calendar, and Class Scheduling.  Over the past few years, Darrell 
and Sue have been training Indonesian leaders to take over these duties.  

In May 2019, Dr. Wiley called Darrell and Sue to help set up a post high school English 
Language Institute. This Institute, Papua Hope Language Institute called PHLI (FLY), 
was established to train Papuan students in attaining English so they would be 
accepted at a university in the United States. The Institute has just completed its first 
semester and hopes to have up to 30 students enrolled in a stateside university this 
fall. 

What does the future hold? The Van Luchenes will continue to serve on an Advisory 
Committee for PHLI, meeting via Skype and What’s App. They also will interview 
potential teacher candidates and give recommendations. They will also continue to 
evaluate curriculum and send their recommendations to PHLI. Darrell and Sue will 
attend the first high school graduation of SPH in May and will continue to advise 
Papua Harapan from their home in Bozeman, Montana, as the need arises. If a trip to 
Papua is requested or needed, they will go. 



How to Saturate Your Kids In Faith When the Culture 
Is Faithless  

Mrs. Joy Pullmann 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 at 4pm 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church (Billings) 

Millennials and iGen are the most faithless generations in American 

history, and sociological research shows part of the reason is the 

choices their parents made in raising them. 

So how do we do the opposite? How can moms, dads, grandparents, 

and neighbors nurture children's faith in a world where the average 

child first sees pornography at age nine and Christianity is increasingly 

a target of hatred?  

Learn how the church has historically flourished as a cultural beacon 

amid scorn and persecution, and what family and community 

practices this has called forth to help strengthen faith until life 

everlasting. 

Joy Pullmann is executive editor of The Federalist, a mother of six children, and author 

of "The Education Invasion: How Common Core Fights 

Parents for Control of American Kids." She has testified 

before more than a dozen state legislatures on education 

topics, been featured on cable networks including Fox and 

CNN, and is a regular guest on Issues Etc. and other radio 

shows. Joy is a graduate of the Hillsdale College honors 

program, where she met her husband. They now live in Fort 

Wayne, where Joy also serves on the board of a local 

Christian classical school.  


