April 2020

MONTANA
Montana District LCMS
30 Broadwater Avenue, Billings, MT 59101
office@mtdistlcms.org
www.mtdistlcms.org

(406) 259-2908

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, this month’s Reflections will mostly consist of devotional articles and scripture.
Let us keep our eyes firmly fixed on the Lord, with whom our faith and trust remain during this difficult time.

“Blessed are the merciful…”
The ark that is Christ’s holy Church has encountered countless storms and rough seas. We in America may think
this particular plague unusual. Yet, a century ago, the 1918 flu epidemic killed between 17 to 50 million
worldwide. Then as now the ark stayed the course, and more, dispensing the medicine, not specific to COVID-19,
but the only medicine of true life, Jesus.
We are in uncharted waters, and we may feel a bit disoriented at the moment. The pressures of the world to
perform according to its standards are many, chief among them panic, and even the urge to abandon ship. Perhaps
the words of Jesus quoted above can provide a star by which to set our compass. In times past, when the world has
been wracked by various plagues, the church set its sail toward mercy. You need look no further than the toilet
paper aisle in your local grocery store to realize that people are in a panic and are placing confidence on, shall we
say, flimsy gods. In times of fear, people need the mercy of God in Christ Jesus to calm them.
At a time when people, believers and unbelievers alike, need to hear the comfort of God’s love for us in Christ
Jesus, more than ever, we are being told not to hold services, or classes in large groups. It is mercy to care for the
physical welfare of our neighbor. It is mercy to submit to the governing authorities for the sake of our
neighbors. May I suggest that there is also mercy, during merciless times, to find new ways of doing the same
merciful work. In this way you may not only care for the people of God, and submit to the governing authorities, but
you also reveal the church to be the dispenser of the Holy mercy of Word and Sacrament. This Word must be
proclaimed in word and deed. It is not “non-essential.” It is the one thing needful. You have the medicine. You
speak it.

I am confident that the world needs the medicine of Jesus more than any other medicine. In the hour when
every worldly measure seems to fail, the Church, you, can also live the mercy of Christ. Perhaps now is a time to
consider how we as a people of God can demonstrate God’s mercy from the ship of Christ. Look to your neighbors.
How many of them have lost their jobs, temporarily, if not permanently? What would Christ’s mercy look like to
them? How many of them are risking their lives by working in the health care field? How can you be an instrument
of God’s mercy for them? How many of your neighbors are afraid to leave their homes for food or medicine. Jesus
can use you to show His mercy to them.
Fear not, He who upholds you, upholds the universe, even things so small as a virus. He will not leave you, but will
sustain and bless you in all works of mercy.
Rev. Terry Forke

The Church Grows Together as a Body
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that
we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in
love. Ephesians 4:11–16
The United States of America, some will say, was built upon the theory of rugged individualism. The man
or woman who was willing, by his own might, to face the trials of an opposing world, fiercely determined to make
his own way is the stuff of Hollywood legend, idealized by young and old. There is little doubt that such fortitude
has accomplished much for the nation.
What is good for a nation is deadly to the church. “It is not good for man to be alone,” applies not only to
the marriage relationship but to the faith in general. Immediately, upon entering into the Christian faith you
ceased to be alone. You became a member of the family of God, the nation of Israel, the body of Christ. The
Ephesians 4 text, quoted above, places a premium on the Church growing together as a body.
This is a significant insight for an age when it is already popular to say, “I am spiritual, but not religious.”
Most people mean, by that hackneyed phrase, that they are making up their own spiritual beliefs and are not
bound to any sort of common confession. Now add to this emphasis on rugged spiritual individualism, the
pressure from the coronavirus scare not to meet together, and you have the perfect storm that threatens to
change the face of the Church forever.
Receiving the worship service in the privacy of our own homes via the internet, where we don’t have to get
dressed up, don’t have to drive anywhere, don’t have to face people that we don’t like, and don’t have to worry
about getting some disease, is certainly more convenient. Reading the Word and praying at home, by ourselves,
is good. But what happens when these activities become, not a means deployed in the face of a crisis, but the
anticipated norm? What happens when there is no outward, visible expression of the living body of Christ as
there is when the people of God gather to receive His gifts of Word and Sacrament in the Divine Service? What
happens when believers refuse to come together to express the common confession?
The Church is not designed by God to be a socially isolated group of individuals. It is, in fact, the very body
of Christ on earth. We may, temporarily, for the sake of the health of our neighbor, accept the restrictions,
isolation, social distancing etc. imposed by a government that is charged with caring for the health of its citizens.
But when that is all over, the people of God will come back together. We will come back together with renewed
vigor, not only because God tells us to, but also because we understand that we belong together, that we are a
body, that we need each other, and that together we grow in His love.
Rev. Terry Forke

Yet You Did Not Return To Me
From time to time, God, in His wise providence, will construct, or use the circumstances of the world, to
call us to repentance. A consistent pattern is readily visible in the Old Testament, one of God sending some
form of plague to curb the rebellion of the world. The Prophet Amos lists a series of Divine acts, each fruitless,
that were intended to bring His people back to Him. “I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt…
and I made the stench of your camp go up into your nostrils; yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord.
Amos 4:10
Should we be surprised if God would send among us, or chose to use as His instrument, on a worldwide
scale, a pestilent virus? Who would think that a thing so tiny as a virus, could have the world trembling at its
might, world leaders buckling before it, and citizens holed up in their homes attempting to escape its attention,
as if it were a god in its own right? Is it beyond God, in this scientific age, to call us to repentance by reminding
us that even an invisible enemy can rob us of money, market, job, health and life? Does God still speak through
world events? Shall we repent, or shall we, like the people in Amos’ day refuse to return to the God of our
salvation?
We have plenty from which to repent, on our own part, and on behalf of the world. God says, “Fear me.”
The world says, “Fear the virus.” God says, “I created the world by the might of My Word.” The world, and a
large part of the church says, “No you didn’t.” God says, “No one comes to me except through Jesus.” The
world, and a large part of the church says, “We have found many other ways.” God says, “The bread and the
wine are the body and blood of Jesus for your forgiveness. The world and a large part of the church says, “No it
isn’t.” God says, “Baptism saves.” The world and a large part of the church says, “No it doesn’t.” God says, “The
Church is the body of Christ.” The world and a large part of the church says, “We all have the right to do it the
way we want to do it.” God says, “Do not neglect to meet together.” The world and the large part of the church
says, “We prefer the privacy and the safety of our own homes for worship.” God says, “The Word of God is
essential to the life of the world.” The world, and a large part of the church says, “The Word of God is not
essential to life.” The list could be quite lengthy, but you get the point.
The law, the corona virus can scare us. Only the Gospel can cause us to return to the Lord. The blind panic
that our world is experiencing demonstrates that humans know how to run away from an enemy, without plan
or purpose. But Jesus calls us to Himself, having demonstrated His love by the sacrificial offering of His life for
ours. We know where to run. In your baptisms you live a life of daily repentance in Him, but now might be a
good time to check out the above list, for the sake of repentance.
In Jesus we read the signs of the times, and once again are drawn into His loving arms. Who knows, maybe
He will relent and this plague will be shortened.
Rev. Terry Forke

What Constitutes a Crisis?
The United States Center for Disease Control estimates that, from October 1, 2019, through March 14, 2020,
there have been 38,000,000 – 54,000,000 flu cases and 23,000 – 59,000 flu deaths in this nation. Using an
average of those last two numbers yields 273 flu deaths per day in this nation.
From February 15 through March 22, 2020 there have been 43,022 coronavirus cases and 530 coronavirus
deaths in this nation. That is roughly 17 coronavirus deaths per day in this nation.
From January 22 through March 22, 2020 there have been 378,392 coronavirus cases and 16,490 coronavirus
deaths worldwide. That is 274 coronavirus deaths per day worldwide.
The report from the Guttmacher Institute, a research group that supports abortion rights, counted 862,000
abortions deaths in the U.S. in 2017. (The latest year for which we have statistics.) That is 2361 abortion deaths
per day in this nation. There are 138 times more people dying by abortion every day in this nation than there are
people dying by the coronavirus.
The latest estimate is 41,000,000 abortion deaths worldwide 2017. That is 112,328 abortion deaths per day
worldwide. There are 409 times more people dying by abortion every day in the world than there are people
dying by the coronavirus.
The coronavirus deaths will go up in this nation. It is dangerous. It is true that these rates will change. Will the
number of coronavirus deaths ever approach the number of abortions in the US or in the world?
The coronavirus began around November of 2109 and will run its course in 6 to 18 months. Legalized abortion
has been inflicted on this nation since 1973. When will it run its course? Or will it continue to kill?
Why do we consider the one a health crisis, and the other a health choice?

In a Wealth of Generosity
When the Lord showed Amos the affliction that He had planned for a rebellious nation, a devasting plague
of locusts that would consume everything in its path, Amos prayed, “O Lord GOD, please forgive! How can Jacob
stand? He is so small!” (Amos 7:2) God, in His abundant mercy, relented and did not send the ravenous locust.
Now we find ourselves in a severe affliction. The world is beset by a ravenous virus, and the Church is
functioning under strict restrictions. With Amos, we may be wondering, “How can the Church stand? She is so
small.” Affliction has a way of reducing our vision to a very narrow tunnel. Thousands have lost their jobs. I
have lost my job! The stock market is in the tank. I have lost my savings! O Lord, I am so small. How can I
survive?
Survival may the question of the day. Most Montana District congregations are small as it is. Now they are
meeting in very tiny groups, or by some means of electronic communication. How will our congregations survive
when no one is attending and thus, no one is giving? How will we keep the lights on if we lose two or three
months of offerings? Has God forgotten us?
In the case of Amos’ prayer, God relented and the affliction was abated. From a human perspective it looks
like the coronaffliction will continue for some time. Our case seems to be more similar to what Paul wrote
regarding the Church in Macedonia.
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia,
for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their
own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. (2 Co 8:1–5)
The Macedonian Church was enduring an unnamed affliction. But in the midst of that affliction they cared
about the survival of the Church. Please note that two disparate forces joined to overflow in generosity. It
hardly makes sense to us, but the Holy Spirit parsed it this way: “…their abundance of joy and their extreme
poverty…” overflowed in generosity. God works in mysterious ways. He can use the joy of our salvation and mix
it, even with poverty, and come out with generosity.

The same Spirit that imbued the Macedonians with generosity lives in you. The afflictions
that we endure as a result of the coronavirus are surely resulting in various poverties, that of
money, but also of mind and spirit. At the same time these earthly afflictions cannot separate us
from the love of God has for us Christ Jesus. Therefore, we have an abundance of joy.
Do not worry about how your congregation will survive. We know how it will survive. By
the grace of God, at work in His people, a generosity will overflow in you, so that the work of the
Church will go on.
Rev. Terry Forke

Will the Son of Man Find Faith on the Earth?
Conspiracy theories abound with respect to the coronavirus. None will be related here lest they be given
credence. You have heard them, and you judge their legitimacy for yourself, perhaps differently than your
neighbor. There is one conspiracy about which there can be no doubt. satan will use anything he can to destroy
faith. Jesus says of him, “he was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” John 8:44
You can imagine how the coronavirus pandemic could play into his hands.
he does not blink an eye at bringing about the death of thousands or millions. he mocks the powers of this world
as they seek to throw up walls of defense, (limitations on gathering sizes, isolations, social distancing, supercleanliness), against his might. he laughs if the Church cowers in the corner, fearing such a tiny false-god as a
virus. he revels in the panic that causes people to run away from the true God. Since we do not have a text to
tell us whether God sent the coronavirus to bring us to repentance, or satan sent it to mock us we must take care
not to make such a declaration. Make no mistake, however, whatever its source, satan will be able to use the
coronavirus as a persecution of Christ’s holy people.”
People will die. We don’t yet know how many, but people will physically die. This is one reason Jesus called
satan a murderer. he will use mass murder to instill panic, and fear. But his goal is never simply physical death.
his desire is the eternal death of the soul. he murders people by dragging them away from Jesus. See how adept
he is at using the events of this world to instill doubt in the love of God for us in Christ Jesus.
People are frightened enough as it is, wondering whether they might become sick, whether they or their loved
ones might die. Then, at the time when people most need to hear the comforting Word of the Gospel, the
Church is told not to gather, to limit the proclamation to small groups or to none at all. See how intent satan is
on the murder of the soul. he is a vile, cowardly creature who will hide behind a virus and snicker when we wring
our hands and weep.
How shall the Church respond to such a perplexing persecution? The first step is recognizing the enemy. The
enemy is not God. It is not the President. It is not your neighbor, no matter how many germs he may carry. The
enemy is satan.
In Luke 18 Jesus tells a parable to the effect that, in the face of such an insidious injustice, (satan is the
adversary in this parable), we should always pray and not lose heart. Jesus promises that God will speedily give
justice to His elect. Then Jesus adds this odd question, “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on earth?” (Luke 18:8)
This rhetorical question drives home the significance of praying against the persecutions of satan. Of
course, Jesus will find faith on the earth when He returns because God has promised that the Church will survive
and thrive. So, why does Jesus ask the question? When satan finds an ample tool to throw the world into
disarray and on the path to spiritual death, Jesus does not want you to lose heart. You trust His promise of
justice.
Rev. Terry Forke

FROM ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, LAUREL
AN INVITATION TO FAST AND PRAY
Christians are called to live lives of repentance. That means we repent every day. All the more then, when
tragedy strikes, do Christians repent (see Luke13:1-5). In fact, every disaster can be understood as a call and
reminder that repentance begins with me. In our repentance we are hoping for mercy and believing God’s
promise that he is merciful to us. Godly people desire a tangible way to express their repentant desire for God’s
mercy.
Ordinarily such desire has been satisfied by our public confession of being poor, miserable sinners and, at times,
by confessing individually. In both cases the mercy of God is conveyed through the absolution. But our pandemic
makes this an extraordinary time. It might be appropriate to have an extraordinary expression of our repentant
desire for the mercy our Lord has already promised and in which we already trust.

Repentance is sometimes accompanied by fasting. (see Jonah 3:6-9) Therefore, you are invited to participate in
an outward expression of repentance involving fasting and prayer for 70 days. This would be an extraordinary
expression of our desire for the mercy of God. The coronavirus pandemic is our cross to bear. Since fasting is selfdenial, it accords with our Lord’s words: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me.” Our self-denial of some pleasurable physical nourishment would not only remind us of our
dependence upon our Creator and Redeemer, but it would also remind us of those who are suffering because of
the disease, who also need God’s mercy.
In addition to fasting, you are invited to set aside extra time for prayer. Our LORD assures us, “Call upon me in the
day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” For the 70 days of fasting and praying, increase the
time you normally spend in prayer. Think about who needs our prayers and for whom you might pray. Pray for
those suffering from the effects of the coronavirus. Remember to pray for mercy not only for friends and fellow
believers but also for our enemies and those who hate us. The prayers of your own making can be supplemented
by other resources. The Psalms which can be very effective in helping us to pray and to learn to pray.
The goal of fasting and praying is not to manipulate God as if we could control him in any way. The goal is to
appropriately humble ourselves in repentance. Self-denial reminds us that the things of God are more important
than the things of this world. We do not and we shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God. Fasting and praying can help us be conformed to our Creator’s words and desires instead
of our own.
Keep in mind that there is no command to fast. So, if your fast should end prematurely, do not bear a load of
guilt. After all, for the sake of Jesus Christ who denied himself, our heavenly Father is merciful. We depend on his
mercy. We pray for his mercy. We deny ourselves while fully expecting his mercy. In this extraordinary time we
need his mercy. He has promised it.

Rev. Arlo Pullmann
St. John Lutheran Church, Laurel

Count it All Joy
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing. (James 1:2-4)
By means of the “coronaffliction,” satan would drag us into a mind of doom and gloom. Indeed, the media
seems intent on presenting the worst-case scenario, buttressed by angry mayors and weeping grandmas. The
world cannot help but despair. When all their happy is gone they have no where to turn. But you do. You have
the gift of joy.
Paul lists joy as a gift of God, that is a fruit of the presence of the Holy Spirit. “But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is
no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” (Ga 5:22–24)
Joy is a gift of God that is not dependent on the circumstances of the world. It is not dependent on a bull market,
or empty hospitals and full pews. It is only dependent on the love God has for you in Jesus. From that love you
cannot be separated.
In fact, James says, believers can face various trials with joy because we know that, used by the Spirit of
God, under His Word, testing, and afflictions produce steadfastness. He means that when we endure pain we
learn more about depending upon our God. This is a good thing. The goal of a Christian is not independence, but
dependence. This is the only way to experience spiritual completion.

This is a great promise for you. God gives you the gift of joy to help you endure the
current affliction. You can look forward to the production of steadfastness in your life. Will the Church be
different following this pandemic? Perhaps. But by receiving the gift of joy from our loving Father’s hand,
through the merits of our Savior Jesus, we can look forward to an even stronger Church.
Rejoice in the Lord, then, knowing that when the Church is seen as a place of mercy for those who are
hurting we may receive more people wanting to be a part of it. Rejoice, knowing that when we see how much
we have missed by not being able to attend together, we may return with fresh desire for His gifts. Rejoice,
knowing that whatever has been taken away, God can give back in abundance. Rejoice, knowing that God will
provide for His Church through the generosity of His people.

Rejoice, because Jesus is King. The word “corona” means crown in Latin. In God’s economy there is room
for only one crown, and it does not belong to a virus. It sets firmly, and eternally on the head of your Lord and
Savior Jesus.
Rev. Terry Forke

Excerpt from: Wise counsel—How the Supreme Court freed this woman to share her message of mercy and hope
The full article is found at: http://adflegal.org/detailspages/faith-and-justice-details/wise-counsel?
_ga=2.167930601.996328166.1585332898-2019951026.1585332898
The young married couple slide quickly out of their car and onto the busy sidewalk, eyes fixed on the dark glass doors of the
huge Planned Parenthood abortion center. Half a block long and three stories high, its imposing facade looms over the busy
stream of students milling up and down the mile-long stretch of Commonwealth Avenue near Boston University.
Suddenly, a small figure nudges into the couple’s tunneled vision, moving to engage them.
“Good morning,” she says, arms wide and inviting, in the cheerful tones of someone who actually believes that it is. “I’m
Eleanor. How can I help you this morning?’
They quickly brush past her and into the building. Minutes later, the husband comes back out to put money in the
meter. The small woman is still there, still beaming. “Can I help you?”
“You can’t help me,” he says, pulling change from his pocket. To her fine-tuned ear, he sounds as though he’s trying to
convince himself, more than her.
“Well, okay. But I just want to ask you—do you know when the baby’s heart starts beating?”
He sighs, but he answers. “Three months.”
“No … not three months. Twenty-one days. Do you know when the brain waves begin to form?”
Fishing for another quarter, he flashes her an expression that mingles surprise, annoyance, and curiosity in about equal
measure. “Six months,” he guesses.
“Ten weeks,” she tells him. Their eyes meet.
“Really?”
“Yes.”
He turns back toward the building—then, almost in spite of himself, asks her a question … something about the baby’s DNA.
In a moment, they’re deep in conversation. Too deep, to the woman’s mind. She is counting precious minutes, even as her
genuine smile and tone warm and envelop the stranger. She fixes him with a clear, sober expression.
“You have to go in there and get her.”
He looks at her for a moment. “All right,” he says at last. “I will.” He runs for the door. Ten minutes later, he’s back, tears in
his eyes.
“She’s already in the back. I can’t get to her. They won’t let me speak to her.” He’s visibly upset. “I can’t believe I brought her
here.”
A thought seizes her: “Do you have a cell phone? Call her. Tell her there’s help out here and to stop this.”
Incredibly, Planned Parenthood staff members have brought the woman into the procedure room with her cell phone. She
answers his call. “You have to come out!” he cries, pleading.
“And she did,” Eleanor says, with a smile that could light up the whole Boston skyline. “I have their little boy’s picture. It’s on
my refrigerator.”
There are a lot of pictures on Eleanor McCullen’s refrigerator. All of them children who owe their lives, in large measure, to
this 78-year-old woman’s willingness to stand on a Boston curbside five hours a day, two days a week—rain, shine, snow, or
sleet—for the last 14 years.
Over the last six years, Eleanor and her friends’ ability to do what they do has been encumbered, though not compromised,
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. In 2008, the legislature created a fixed “buffer zone” around abortion centers,
designed to keep pro-life counselors at least 35 feet away from building entrances, exits, or driveways. The ruling left Eleanor
literally out in the street.
The Massachusetts decision intrigued Alliance Defending Freedom Allied Attorney Michael DePrimo. “Keeping somebody at
least 35 feet away requires sidewalk counselors to shout to try to get the attention of the patient, which is absolutely
contrary to what the sidewalk counselor’s trying to do,” says “They don’t want to shout. They want to speak to them in a
normal conversational voice. A smile is important. Eye contact is important. A normal conversational voice is critical in order
to establish trust.”
DePrimo worked with two other ADF allied attorneys, Mark Rienzi and Philip Moran, to hone Eleanor’s case and prepare
their appeal to the Supreme Court. In early 2014, the court heard the case. “Eleanor is Eleanor,” DePrimo says. “She handled
herself marvelously. She was her very happy, exuberant self.” A New York Times reporter called her “the new face of the prolife movement.”
A few months later, nine justices who rarely agree on anything ruled unanimously in her favor.
“Even the most liberal Supreme Court justices ruled that the Massachusetts buffer statute violated the First Amendment,”
DePrimo says. Groups like Planned Parenthood were “shocked,” he says, at the defeat of a law designed “to protect the
safety of women.” In fact, “this had nothing to do with the safety of women. This was all about suppressing pro-life speech.”
In the immediate aftermath of the ruling, other cities across the country began repealing their own buffer zones. “A great
decision,” says Cotter. “A small step in the cause of justice.”
“I’m compelled to go,” Eleanor says, “every Tuesday and Wednesday. It sounds strange, but it’s a Holy Spirit drawing, like I
have to go. And to be a witness. That’s what we’re all supposed to do. Preach the Gospel the best way we can, try to help,
and just … let it go. And not get discouraged.

Scripture to Give you Strength in the Day of Trouble
Matthew 11:28–30
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
1 Peter 5:6–11
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may
exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by
your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Matthew 5:1–12
1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to
him.
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

Scripture to Give you Strength in the Day of Trouble
Matthew 5:13–16
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father who is in heaven.
Psalm 5:1-3, 7-9, 11-12

Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning.
Give attention to the sound of my cry,
my King and my God, to you do I pray.
O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch.
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you.
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies;
make your way straight before me.
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy,
and spread your protection over them, those who love your name may exult in you.
For you bless the righteous, O LORD; you cover him with favor as with a shield.

Psalm 103:1–5
Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Around the District
“they received their food with glad and generous hearts” Acts 2:46
Thanks to God for the generous monetary support of the Thrivent Financial Action Team which enabled the Zion
Lutheran LWML ladies of Chinook along with family members and Sunday School children to donate over 600
pounds of food to the Chinook Montana Food Bank. Not only did the members buy, sort, package and deliver the
food, but helped the Food Bank unload and stock the shelves. We have been blessed with the opportunity to hop
our community with this project.

2020 LWML Montana District Convention
“Victory Through Christ” 1 Corinthians 15:57
Discussions are underway concerning the scheduling of the convention due to the coronavirus
pandemic. We will notify you of any updates or changes as soon as possible.

Help Needed at Trinity Camp, Bigfork
On March 13, several buildings at Trinity Lutheran Camp in Bigfork were damaged by falling trees as a result of
strong winds. Prayers, volunteers and financial support are greatly appreciated.
You can donate online at: http://www.trinitylutherancamp.org/give

