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Living Hope
“What does the duck say?” We were on an early morning walk around Lake Elmo, in Billings, the sun just
risen, watching a mallard drake. Flashing iridescent colors, moving without moving, he was beautiful in every
way. Cheryl, our granddaughter, Angel, and I were wondering why he was sticking so close to the shore. I
chanced to look down near the water’s edge, and all the beauty fled. There in a wet heap, sinking into the mud
the same color as her, was the throttled body of what I presumed to be his mate. It looked like a dog had gotten
her. Sadness gripped my throat. Death instantly changed the scene and answered more questions than I had
bothered to ask.
Male and female mallards will stay together for the nesting season. He did not want to leave her, even
though she was dead. He would swim back and forth, trying to coax her to join him. But there was no hope.
This is the way of death in the animal kingdom. There may be devotion, but it is devoid of hope. I wonder how
long he will wait for her. Will he wait three days?
How many hopeless people does this sinful world house? Swimming in circles, waiting for what they do not
know, despair seeping into their bones, sucking all the life out of them, they drag themselves from day to day
with no hope for tomorrow. You have seen them. You may even have been one of them. They tempt you to
jump into the sea of despair.
How many people do you know living in vain hope? Not knowing Jesus, they cling to something, anything, to
make sense of this world. For some it is science that holds the promise that tomorrow will be a new day. For
others it may be “love,” (whatever that may mean to them), that is going to change the world. Neither science,
nor love, nor anything else can conquer death. It is the inexorable enemy, gulping down hope, as the body sinks
back into the clay.
But you, dear saint, are not like them. You live in the hope of resurrection because you have already
witnessed it. The resurrection of Jesus is the hope of you own. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3) This gift of hope is a great strength for you.
It is sorely needed now. There are plenty of dogs threatening to throttle you; viruses and violence, poverty
and pride, death and despair. But you have a Savior who has already been there, for you. Death, in all its claycolored, drabness is not novel to Jesus. He more than endured it. He conquered it and came back to life so that
you could have hope. Even now, you live in the hope of the resurrection.
It is certainly sad to witness death, even in the animal kingdom. But death does not win, and you do not
despair. He is risen!
Rev. Terry Forke
Montana District President

Around the District
St. John, Deer Lodge is in the call process. Pastor James Pierce is serving as the vacancy pastor.
Rev. David McCarthy has accepted the call to Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Eureka. Pastor Matthew Nelson will
continue to serve the vacancy until the installation.
Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber/Livingston, is in the call process. Pastor Arlo Pullmann and Vicar Stoever
continue to serve the vacancy.
Trinity Lutheran School, Kalispell, has extended a Call to Ms. Sarah Groeling.
Pastor Steven Schlund’s final service at Peace Lutheran and Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf, Great Falls is
Sunday, April 26, 2020. Thank you for your dedicated service and may the Lord grant you much joy in retirement!

COVID 19 Pandemic
Governor Bullock recently began a phased relaxation of restrictions put in place due to the Covid 19
pandemic. It should be noted that he took special care to acknowledge the rights of citizens to meet in places of
worship. I have personally thanked him for that.
As our congregations begin to meet again, it is important to be patient and loving toward one another. Some
may be willing to immediately jump back to the previous routine, while others may be more cautious. Governor
Bullock’s directive stated that those over 65 and those with compromised health should remain at home. Leaders
of each congregation, and members of those congregations will have some difficult decisions to make. Please be
patient.
We thank God that He has kept us safe thus far, and the Montana is fairly safe compared to other states. Please
do pray for those in places around our country and world where the pandemic has been much more
destructive. God grant us the wisdom and love to care for those in need.

Sharing the Love of Christ: Face Masks
Many organizations are collecting and distributing face masks to help protect our communities during the OCVID-19
pandemic. Contact your local hospital to check for requirements and donation information. Below are just a few
links to explore ways to help.
https://lwr.org/masks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/maskcrusadersofbtown/
https://masksforheroes.org/
https://www.makethemasks.com/
https://www.flatheadvalleymaskmakers.org/
https://www.billingsclinic.com/foundation/

Around the District

Installation
Rev. Michael Musegades was installed as sole pastor of Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran Church, Salmon, ID, on Sunday, March 1, 2020. He transferred from the
Northwest District with his wife, Jenneane, where he served as pastor of Trinity
Lutheran Church, Grangeville, ID. Prior to becoming a pastor, Rev. Musegades
served as a helicopter piolet in the Navy.
Welcome to the Montana District!

Baptism
Easter Sunday April 12 Abigail Mae Lerud, born April 8, was brought into the Kingdom of God through Holy
Baptism in Churchill, MT. Her sins were forgiven, she received salvation of her soul, and eternal life in
heaven. Family, friends and sponsors participated via ZOOM. They all witnessed the blessed event
virtually from California, Tennessee, Kansas, Wisconsin, Wyoming, and Montana. Note the brother and
sisters proudly standing by the House Church Altar. Proud parents and grandparents give thanks and praise
to Almighty God Who, in the midst of death all around, gives LIFE and most importantly ETERNAL LIFE
through His Means of Grace- Holy Baptism. Grandpa was privileged to Baptize their 13th grand child!
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW!!

Montana District News

Sharing Christ’s Love: Mask Makers
From Pastor Russell Fitch (Messiah Lutheran, Missoula/Trinity Lutheran, Superior)
Darcy and our girls (and Darcy's mom) have been making cloth masks for Flathead Valley Mask Makers, to
go to all the clinics etc. in the Flathead Valley. The group's goal is 5,000 masks. In their first 13 days,
Darcy, her mom, and our girls completed 750 (!!) masks, many from our own supply of materials and the
rest from supplies that have been donated by others.

In the picture, it's (L-R) Isabella, Darcy, Amanda, Emily.
Not in picture: Linda
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For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8: 38-39 (ESV)

Lenten Dinner-Drive Thru
Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings
For our Lenten Drive-Thru dinner, we served 150 people delicious meals of red or green chili, veggies, rolls,
drinks and homemade brownies. It was such a joy to see the smiles on the faces of everyone, and to have
a bit of “normalcy” in the midst of the craziness that is COVID-19! We also included a few fun ministry
items in each dinner kit: A Portals of Prayer devotion booklet, a wooden cross from “Cross the World,” and
a roll or two of toilet paper .

Montana District News
Working Together to Proclaim the Gospel
When one of Christ the King’s members was admitted to the
hospital with difficulty breathing, she wanted her pastor to visit but
the hospitals were on lock down and not allowing any visitors,
including clergy. Pastor Wendt, with the help of a member who is an
administrator at the hospital, was able to take his tablet along with
written instructions and meet up with hospital staff at the ER Door.
The staff then took the tablet and cleaned it and set it up on the WIFI
and delivered it to the member’s room for her use. The tablet was
setup to load the correct webpages and the member was able to
watch and participate in the services of Holy Week and Easter. This
also gives her the ability to video chat with her family members and
with Pastor Wendt.
Because of the assistance of the administrator and the willingness of the hospital staff, a simple tablet
allowed this suffering member of the body of Christ to hear the Good News of forgiveness and God’s great
love for her and allowed her to participate in the prayers of the church with her congregational family. In
addition, many members of the hospital staff heard the story about the pastor, the tablet, and the
member. They saw the determination to help this member and they were excited to be of assistance. Some
then even heard and saw the streamed service as the member watched and listened in her room.
While streaming technology is not a good substitute for gathering together in person, and it can never
facilitate the reception of holy communion, still we are thankful for this technology and for the ability to
use what God has given to share His Word and connect a pastor and his member in a time of crisis.
Thanks be to God that this member was treated for her ailments and then released just a few days after
Easter. She is safe and at home recovering. God be praised for letting His Word continue to have free
course among us!

– Pastor Wendt

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, in the News
For his use of technology to reach church members and the community during this period of social
distancing, Pastor Kevin Bueltmann of Trinity Lutheran Church in Kalispell, was highlighter in the
Daily Inter Lake. Please click on the link below for the full article.
https://www.dailyinterlake.com/news/2020/apr/11/kalispell-pastor-uses-green-screen-for-6/

Thank You
Below is a letter to the Montana District Board of Directors from a Montana District Lutheran
School Scholarship Fund recipient.
Dear Board of Directors,
Thank you for giving me a scholarship to go to First Lutheran Classical Schools! This means a
lot to me because I am able to learn more, and I am able to learn more about my religion. I am
very grateful for what you have done for me!
Thankful student,
First Lutheran Classical student

Please considering supporting our Montana District schools and their students through this fund.
For more information and a copy of the policy, visit: https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer-3/
congregational-resources/

These Financial Times
HELP is available to congregations in understanding the various financial assistance packages passed by the
federal government. Concordia Plan Services (CPS) has generously stepped up to review the information
and provide continuous updates as clarifications are issued. The information is available at: https://
www.concordiaplans.org/hub/covid-19-what-you-need-to-know.html. This information is available even if
your congregation does not participate in CPS.

Fasting, Part II
We have been encouraged to fast and pray for the mercy and wisdom of God regarding the Covid 19
pandemic. Here are some further thoughts on fasting from Pastor Jacobs.
For those engaged in "fasting and prayer" who have not done this before, here are a few more thoughts
that might be of help.
Fasts can be in many forms. A fast does not have to mean giving up all eating. Something as simple as
skipping a meal each day, or once a week is an option. Another option is to omit things like deserts. Or
one could take up a more "third words diet" centered on things like lentils, rice, or beans. Sometimes a
fast involves leaving out seasonings and salt. Also there one can fast from sunrise to sunset. It is best not
to stop drinking water because it is easy to get very dehydrated before one is aware of it.
The main purpose of fasting and prayer (regardless the kind or method) is to take one's focus off our
physical self to focus more on the Lord and His total care of all things, especially His mercy and forgiveness
in Christ Jesus for all people. However, you do need to note if you are getting lightheaded or faint, which is
typically from a significant drop in blood sugar and can be dangerous. A little fruit juice and a protein snack
(nuts, peanut butter, an egg) can help relieve that.
Also when ending your fast, it is wise not to jump right back into eating whatever you cut out. Phase those
items back in over a few days so your body has a chance to readjust slowly.

Excerpt from: The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic
Along with most of the rest of the world, we have been sheltering in place since mid-March. Pastor Preus has been
holding services using Facebook live or a recording program and making them available on our church's Facebook
page (https://www.facebook.com/luteranapalmararriba/). One of his field workers has been very helpful in ironing
out some of the technical issues while transitioning to this format of worship. Our church also has a Whatsapp
group he has been using to stay in contact with members and has talked with them on the phone. Through
communication with the deaconesses of our congregation who live in Palmar, he has kept up on personal needs of
various members and has made a couple of visits to town to check-in with members. The people of Palmar seem
very alert to the importance of social distancing, and yet there are some complications with measures since many
families live in small quarters and multiple houses share the same property. His seminary courses have continued
without interruption using Zoom. We await a public address by President Danilo Medina tonight regarding what
next measures will be put in place for the country.
One interesting note about the local economy, the island is still producing a bounty of fresh fruit but with many of
the vendors shut-down and ports for exporting produce closed, much of the fruit is not able to be sold. One sideeffect of this there is a bounty of premium, fresh fruit at certain road stands that remain open, as well as the local
grocery stores.
We continue to find comfort in God's promises these days, and know that our days are in his hands. You all remain
in our hearts and prayers, and we will try to update you again in a month or so. The Lord bless you all!

We attended a virtual wedding for the children's
art teacher. She married her Dominican novio,
and her family and minister participated virtually
while airing it on their Youtube channel. It was
truly a joy-filled day!

2020 LWML Convention News
Plans are underway for our 2020 LWML Montana District Convention: New Date!
The new dates are July 17-19, hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church in Billings. Our
theme will be “Victory Through Christ” based on 1 Corinthians 15:57: But thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
We will rally around God’s Word during worship and Bible
study, hear from some past grant recipients, have a special
presentation from a Gifts of Love counselor, and have
opportunities to fellowship with sisters in Christ from across Montana. Our keynote and
banquet speaker will be Author Donna Pyle. Watch for updated convention information in
the next issue of the Missive, scheduled to be delivered by April 15.

From the LWML Montana Missive
Due to COVID-19 stay-at-home recommendations or restrictions, our district convention has been postponed until
July 17-19. Instead of attending our convention on April 25, join your sisters in Christ from Montana as you serve
the Lord with gladness … right from home! We are officially calling it “Seek and Serve: Home Edition.” What can you
do … from home on April 25 or any day in the weeks to come? Read the list below for some suggestions.
Suggested At-Home Activities:
•

Add to your Mite Box as you thank God for each blessing in your life.

•

Make a card or send email encouragement to your pastor, thanking him for proclaiming God’s Word
faithfully.

•

Make cards or write notes of encouragement for missionaries, homebound people, college students, and
those in care facilities.

•

Call friends who need to chat.

•

Volunteer to pick up groceries for a health compromised or elderly neighbor.

•

Volunteer to set up a technology challenged friend or neighbor so they can watch various church services
online and get grocery store or food delivery.

•

Make face masks. Download a pattern you like from the internet. Give the masks to local friends and family
or donate where needed. These need to be of tightly woven fabric. Blue shop towels are excellent to use for
this.

•

Organize an event for the children in the neighborhood while practicing social distancing, such as a
scavenger hunt, parade, or sidewalk chalk drawing.

•

Make a meal to drop off on someone's porch: a family laid off due to economic downturn, an elderly
neighbor, a shut-in from church, or the family of a healthcare worker working long and stressful hours — call
ahead.

•

Orphan Grain Train Special Projects: www.ogt.org/special-projects.

•

Lutheran World Relief Quilts and Kits: lwr.org/quilts-and-kits.

Don’t forget: Share the results of your service by submitting an article or pictures for
our next Missive to montanamissive@gmail.com or submitting photos to our
website at www.mtdistrictlwml.org.

