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The Word of the Lord Remains Forever
“I wonder what that is about?” On a recent early morning walk on the north bank of the Missouri river in Great Falls, I was
surprised by a large bronze statue. Everything along the Missouri in Great Falls is about Lewis and Clark, so you can imagine my
surprise at this larger-than-life statue of a man in modern running shorts.
Branch Brady, it turns out, was a beloved Greats Falls track and cross-country coach. In 1965 he set a state high school
record for the mile that, while accomplished on a cinder track, stood for thirty years. During his years at Great Falls High he set
other state and national records, and then came back to his alma mater to coach. By all accounts, he is an inspirational man,
and Great Falls is proud of him. But the incongruity of that statue caused me to spend the rest of my walk meditating on our
desire to be bronzed.
I suppose there is little chance that many of us will actually have a statue of our own. Still, there is something in us that
desires to be remembered, to be acknowledged, to leave a mark on this world. There is much talk these days, even within
church circles, about what might be our personal legacy. “How do you want to be remembered when you are gone,” is a
question asked with the expectation that you have already spent some time thinking about it. What will I leave behind that is
permanent?
There will be no bronze statue, but it is likely that a large chunk of glossy granite will someday be planted over my head.
While the body molders away below, the granite is a last ditch shot at permanency. It cannot suffice. Even granite shows the
effect of erosion. Someday everything that seems permanent will be gone. All the accolades, all the acknowledgements, the
awards, the thank yous, the buildings built, the projects completed, the people assisted, will someday be dissolved. In and of
ourselves there is nothing permanent.
However, there is something of permanence that is heavily invested in us. “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever” 1 Peter 1:24–25. God’s Word
is not like any element of this world. It is not affected by heat, cold, erosion, or deterioration due to age. It remains the same
through the ages, and into eternity. It always speaks the same truth of God’s love demonstrated in Jesus. It always calls you,
forgives you, and comforts you.
This Word is, in the miracle of God’s economy, none other than Jesus Himself. Because all things were created through Him,
He is above and beyond all creation. He is permanent. He desires an aspect of that permanence for you, not that you be
remembered by the world, but that you be known by Him. Through faith in Him, Jesus transforms you into someone who will
live forever with Him. Here is how the above quoted verse concludes, “And this word is the good news that was preached to
you” I Peter 1:25. How marvelous, the only One who is permanent is “for you.”
You will leave nothing behind that is permanent. The world is not permanent. But, every Sunday, through Word and
Sacrament, Christ preaches the good news into your ears and your heart so that you will live with Him forever. This delightful
knowledge transforms that way we live. The people of God know that this world withers and falls, but that the Word of God
lasts forever.
Rev. Terry Forke
Montana District President
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District President’s Calendar
Sept 5-6:

Circuit Visitor’s Meeting,
Great Falls

Sept 6-7:

Fall Planning Committee
Meetings, Trinity, Great Falls

Sept 8:

Around the District
St. John, Deer Lodge is in the call process.
Pastor James Pierce is serving as the vacancy
pastor.
Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber/
Livingston, is in the call process for a sole
pastor. Pastor Arlo Pullmann and Vicar Stoever
continue to serve the vacancy.

Trinity, Harlowton
St. Paul, Roundup

Sept 10:

Winkel: Cody, WY

Pastor Matthew Nelson of Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Columbia Falls, has returned
the call to Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
Church, Salmon. Pastor Vernon Sandersfeld
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.

Sept 12-17: COP, St. Louis, MO

Sept 22:

Trinity, Harlowton
St. Paul, Roundup

Sept 29:

Official Visit: The Church at
Creston-Lutheran, Kalispell

Oct 1-3:

Pastor’s Conference, St. John
Lutheran Church, Laurel

Oct 3:

Board of Directors Meeting:
MT District Office, Billings

Oct 6:

Trinity, Harlowton

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church,
Thompson Falls, has called Rev. Jakob Berger of
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Glenrock, WY.
Please keep Shepherd of the Valley and Pastor
Berger in your prayers as he considers the Call.
St. John Lutheran Church, Fairfield, and Zion
Lutheran Church, Power, are in the Call
process.

St. Paul, Roundup
Oct 13:

Official Visit: Living Water
Lutheran Church, Dillon/
Shepherd of the Hills
Lutheran Church, Ennis

Oct 20:

Trinity, Harlowton

Pastor Adam Salinas has voluntarily resigned as
sole pastor of St. John, Fairfield and Zion,
Power, due to medical concerns. Please keep
the Salinas family, and the congregations in
your prayers.
Pastor Ryan Wendt, Christ the King, Billings,
has returned the call to Hope Lutheran Church,
Shawnee, Kansas.

St. Paul, Roundup

Oct 27:

Official Visit: Grace Lutheran
Church, Hamilton

Pastor Kyle Whaley of Mt. Calvary, Polson and
Zion, St. Ignatius, has retuned the call to St.
John’s Lutheran Church, Villard, MN.

Grace Lutheran Church,
Hamilton, 100th Anniversary
Celebration

Grace Lutheran Church, Hamilton, celebrated
their 100th Anniversary on Sunday, October
27th with a worship service at 4pm, and
fellowship.
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Around the District

Pictured L-R: Rev. Darold Reiner, Rev. Mark Cutler, Rev. Kyle Winter, Rev. Chris Tabbert, Mrs. Glena Christenson, Rev.
Timothy Christenson, Rev. Kevin Bueltmann, Rev. Steven Thomas, Rev. Kyle Whaley, Rev. Richard Schneider

Rev. Timothy Christenson was installed as sole pastor of St. Peter Lutheran Church,
Whitefish, MT, on Sunday, August 25, 2019. Welcome Pastor Christenson and Glena
to Montana! May the Lord richly bless your ministry at St. Peter.
THANK YOU to all of the congregations of the Montana District who included Christ the King in their
prayers after our recent break-in and vandalism. Many have reached out to us offering help and
words of encouragement and we have been encouraged and strengthened. Clean up and repairs
continue and it will be some time before things are back to normal. The Lord is Good and He is
already working good in the midst of this wickedness and evil. We are very thankful for all of you!
The words of the hymn “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” (LSB 649) come to mind as we consider your
kindness. “Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is
like to that above.(1) We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, and often for each other
flows the sympathizing tear.”(3) Peace to you all!
In Christ,
Pastor Wendt and the members of Christ the King Lutheran Church
Pastor Kaelberer Update
Pastor Kaelberer, formerly of Shepherd of the Valley, Thompson Falls, continues to fight against ALS,
(Lou Gehrigs). The disease has not remarkably advanced recently. He and his family are still at
home in Cody, Wyoming.
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Excerpt from: The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic
Mission Work Updates
Dear fellow coworkers in our Lord's mission to the Dominican Republic: ¡Saludos!
It’s been way too long since we last reported on the events of our missionary journey in the
Dominican Republic. We left off with the close of the second academic year at Concordia Seminary,
“the Reformer,” here in the Dominican Republic. Shortly after saying goodbye to our old
seminarians, most of whom have gone on to serve as vicars in their home countries, we launched
into the “down season” of summer. But you know how down seasons go...
Our summer started out with the unexpected death of our beloved Johany. A new member, recently
confirmed, and faithful in worship, Johany was only 40 years old when she died, the youngest of
four sisters, two of whom are faithful members of our congregation. On the one hand, her funeral
was a sad occasion, since the vast majority of the hundreds of mourners in attendance are walking
through this world without hope. Yet, it was a privilege to be called by our merciful God to preach
the light of truth into that dark hour and plant hope in the midst of hopelessness. The theme of my
sermon was the “certainly of salvation.” I am certain that Johany, who heard the voice of her Good
Shepherd, will hear it again with a lively joy in the resurrection of the body.
Shortly after the funeral, we welcomed Don Rafael, an old farmer in the community, as a
communicant member of our church through the rite of confirmation. He was known as the town
drunk, as he will tell you himself. But today he is known among us, and in heaven, as a justified saint
who is battling through the Great Affliction with a solid faith and hope in Christ.
Reflections from home, by Jenny
We arrived back in Santiago in June and stepped into a busy
summer. Upon arriving home we began the process of enrolling the
kids in school. Vacation Bible School was held for a week in July
and the theme was “Heroes in the Faith”. Hans and Rebekah were
volunteers and helped with food preparation, craft sessions, and
overseeing recess for the 100 kids who attended from our local
village of Palmar Arriba and nearby Pueblo Nuevo. Rolf, Lena, and
Søren attended VBS as students and had a lot of fun being part of
it. Hans and Rebekah also attended a Youth Retreat held at the
Mercy Center, which was a 3-day event at the end of July. During
this retreat they were with other Dominican and missionary youth
and reviewed the three parts of the creed and discussed the faith and liberty of the Christian faith,
along with other food and fun activities. Another highlight of our summer was the missionary
conference/retreat held in Punta Cana, where we reconnected with other missionaries and their
families from Spain, Mexico, Belize, Peru, Uruguay, and Canada. This year’s theme was about finding
physical and spiritual Rest in Christ.
For the complete issue, please visit: https://files.constantcontact.com/13382c9e401/f82ff6f2-365b4379-8310-c4b9fc117534.pdf
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Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain
The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner
Our gracious Lord continues to bring questioning, searching people to the Lutheran Church in Spain
via church members, via our website, via their own internet research. YOU "planted" when you
sent us--with your prayers, your friendship, your financial support--and WE "watered" through
conversations over coffee at a cafe, invitations to join us in worship, and Bible study in person and
online.
TOGETHER. Being willing to be used by God in our day to day lives.
And God is giving the growth!
To see the future church site in Cartagena, visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzjhy0X5B3g

Meeting with Irene and her family to
discuss her upcoming membership and the
baptism of their children

A beautiful celebration of God's good gifts for us
during the two baptisms of the children, receiving
Irene as a new member

Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia
News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett
Faithfulness to God’s Word
As things are getting busy here after the summer break, I am again
marveling and rejoicing at the position our Lord has placed us in
and the influence His Word is having on the church. The EECMY
held its 15th Council (a very important annual meeting) last week,
so all of the church leaders were in town. Many of them were
former students of mine so for me, it felt like a school reunion.
But, it also reminded me of how many EECMY leaders we have
been able to teach. Over half of the synod (district) presidents are
graduates of our MA program, and many other synod and
seminary leaders are as well. This Council made some very
important decisions in regard to their biblical faithfulness, even
voting to end fellowship with another of its longtime liberal
partners over doctrinal issues. The decisions were not always easy, but the EECMY leaders knew
they were necessary. I thank God for these faithful men and their decisions.
5

BOD Meeting Summary
October 3, 2019
The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Thursday, October 3rd, at the District office,
for the quarterly board meeting. Items included a review of the 3rd quarter financial statements, the
review and approval of recommendations concerning summer youth camp, specifically the
acknowledgement that MT District insurance is sufficient to cover camp, the identification of a
camp director at the January BOD meeting and development of risk management strategies, the
awarding of nine student loan repayment grants, totaling $30,394.10, the approval to distribute the
remainder of the LCEF operating results ($7,089.90) to the District subsidy account for Emmaus
Lutheran Mission and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Anaconda, the review and approval of the 2020
Montana District Budget, approval to provide financial support Pastor Ryan Wendt on a short-term
missionary trip to Uganda, the nomination and approval of Mr. Jerry Frese to the LCMS Board of
Directors, and the authorization to purchase a car, after the recent hailstorms damaged the District
car (totaled by insurance).
The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, Monday, January 27th, at the District office in
Billings.
Concordia University Irvine announces scholarship for church work students
At Concordia University Irvine we value the formation of future leaders for our church. Therefore
we are pleased to announce that, for the 2020-2021 school year, we are offering qualified LCMS
church work students a guaranteed total of $22,000 per year in institutional aid and an oncampus full housing grant. To learn more about the church vocations scholarship, who is
qualified, and additional application requirements for church work programs, go to cui.edu/
churchworkscholarship.

Isabella Hope Kosche was welcomed into the Lord’s family,
through the waters of Holy Baptism, on Sunday, September
29, 2019. She is the fourth daughter of Tom (Teacher at
Trinity Lutheran School, Billings) and Ruth Kosche, born
September 19, 2019.
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Around the District

Every year at Zion Lutheran Church in
Chinook, children entering 4th grade are
presented with The Lutheran Study Bible.
Pictured to the left; L—R: Bryce Elliot, Lexi
Gallus, Pastor Marcus Williams, Rachelle
Bilger, Blake Miller

Regular confirmation classes have start at Zion
Lutheran Church. On Sunday, September 14th,
Luther’s Small Catechism, was presented to 5th,
6th, and 7th graders.
Pictured to the right; L—R: Britton Elliot, Hallie
Neibauer, Brockton Elliot, Pastor Marcus
Williams, Ayden Alisch

Called to Glory
Rev. Kenneth E. Schwengel was Called to Glory on Monday, September 9, 2019.
Rev. Schwengel was vicar at Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings in 1950-1951, and
served on the Board of Directors for the Montana District from 1956-1960. His
funeral was held Trinity Lutheran Church, Bowie, MD on September 14th, and he
was laid to rest at First Lutheran Church, Bowie, MD. Please keep his family in
your prayers.
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Saint Paul’s, Park City shows children
The Light of the World
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church held Vacation Bible School the mornings of July 24th – 26th. Fortyfive children (ages 3–11) and 17 congregation volunteers enjoyed learning how Jesus Christ is The
Light of the world,
specifically in the midst of
the darkness of the sinful
world. Pr. Dewell created
Angry, Bad Attitude, Icky,
Potty Mouth, and The Devil
Dark Shadow Emojis that
were projected onto a
screen to illustrate some of
the true darkness in the
world. He also created Sun,
Moon, and Jesus Christ Light
Emojis that were also
projected onto the screen to illustrate that Jesus Christ came into the world to show the true Light,
as opposed the physical light of the Sun and reflected off the Moon.

Thirty-eight children rode on St. Paul’s Park City Day parade float Saturday August 3rd. (Pictured
above.) It included an electric Christ Candle, that was a teaching theme each day
The children were challenged to memorize Bible verses each day about Jesus being The Light of
the World: John 3:21, 1:5, and 8:28. Warren Frank enjoyed being the “memory man” (pictured
below). He encouraged and tested the children’s memory work, and rewarded them with prizes,
some of which went with their Light of the World Arts & Craft of the day. They made battery
powered candle-lit night light boxes, light catching kaleidoscopes, and mini-stained-glass window
hangers.
Pastor Dewell and Mr. Frank covered over St. Paul’s
stained-glass windows with cardboard for the first two
days to emphasize the darkness, but uncovered them for
the third day for Pastor to use them as teaching points of
The Light of the World in Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection.
The hit of the VBS was the children singing along with
and mimicking the motions of a Light of the World You
Tube video. It was fun showing the children The Light!
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