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 “I’m scared.”  Brynlee and Bria, our 
granddaughters, are with us for a week each summer.  
One night I found Brynlee crumpled in bed sobbing.  
“I’m scared to be alone, Papa.”  Despite the fact that 
her sister was just inches away, and that her grandma 
and I were within the sound of her voice, she was 
alone.   

 Loneliness is an equal-opportunity harasser.  It is 
not just far-from-Mom granddaughters that get lonely.  
Nearly everyone experiences some form of loneliness 
somewhere along the line.  Sometimes the feeling may 
flow from the circumstances: loss of loved one, 
sickness, travel, in prison, in the military, first day of 
school, homeless, or jobless.  Sometimes an 
inexplicable fog overwhelms all senses, so that while 
we are in the midst of a crowd, we only see and know 
ourselves. 

None of us have experienced the ultimate human 
aloneness that Adam experienced prior to the creation 
of Eve.  Imagine him searching the eyes of the 
nameless creatures before him for some sign of 
belonging.  He, who recently had been but a lump of 
clay, now realizes that there is no suitable helper for 
him.  Yet, God had a plan.  Adam could not take Eve for 
granted, because she had not been there, and now, by 
God’s grace, there she was, not only suitable, but 
“good,” a complete gift of God.   

God does provide other human beings to part the 
fog of loneliness.  So, I lay down next to Brynlee and 
held her hand until she fell asleep.   I told her that I 
was with her.  This is a more common experience than 
we may think, because we don’t know how often a 
thing like loneliness is prevented by the presence of 
another human being.  It is the recognition of a 
common createdness that links us as human beings.  

How often hasn’t God sent someone to speak or act, or 
simply be, in just the right way, to bring you out of the 
funk of loneliness?  How often hasn’t He used you in a 
similar way for someone else?  

But Papas, and even Moms and Dads cannot be 
with us always.  So, I whispered into her hot little ear, 
“Most importantly, Jesus is always with you.”  This is a 
long-cherished promise of God to His people.  You may 
recall how God comforted Joshua.  When, after some 
forty years of serving as his assistant, Joshua struggled 
for equilibrium following the death of Moses, God said 
to him, “I will not leave you or forsake you…Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever 
you go.”  (Joshua 1:5, 9) God is really good at sending 
helpmates, but He is even better at being there 
Himself.  

Jesus spoke to Joshua the same words He spoke to 
His disciples many centuries later, “Behold, I am with 
you always.”  (Matthew 28:20) The presence of Jesus, 
is, of course, dramatically different than the presence 
of any other human being.  Only Jesus is present as the 
crucified and risen Savior.  Only Jesus brings the power 
of forgiveness to bear on every fault of our lives.  Only 
Jesus can shatter every circumstance of loneliness, and 
pierce every blinding fog of self-centeredness.  Only 
His Spirit and His Word inhabit your soul.  

When you find yourself crumpled on your bed, 
scared to be alone, when the crowd fades behind the 
clouds of loneliness, when all human presences fail 
you, this promise is yours, from a Savior who loves 
you, “I will not leave you or forsake you.”   

Rev. Terry Forke 
Montana District President 

I Will Never Leave You 
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Around the District 

Pastor Timothy Christenson, of Prince of 

Peace, Springfield, VA, has accepted the Call 

to St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish.  

Pastor Christenson will be installed on August 

25th  at 5pm, with a dinner to follow. 

Pastor James Koss has accepted the Call to 

serve as sole pastor  of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, Hardin.   

Pastor John Meyer, Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Ormsby, MN has returned the Call to 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Thompson Falls.  Pastor Mark Schutlz 

continues serving as vacancy pastor.    

St. John, Deer Lodge is in the call process.  

Pastor James Pierce is serving as the vacancy 

pastor . 

Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber/

Livingston, is in the call process for a sole 

pastor.  Pastor Arlo Pullmann and Vicar 

Stoever will serve the vacancy. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Salmon, is in the call process.  Pastor Vernon 

Sandersfeld is serving as the vacancy pastor.  

District President’s Calendar 

Aug 4: Official Visit: Mt. Calvary, Polson/Zion 
 Lutheran Church, St. Ignatius 

Aug 11: Trinity, Harlowton 

 St. Paul, Roundup 

Aug 12: Board of Directors’ Meeting, 
 District Office, Billings 

Aug 18: Official Visit:  Zion, Chinook/ St. Paul, 
 Havre 

 100th Anniversary Celebration, St. Paul 
 Lutheran Church, Havre at 4 pm 

Aug 25: Trinity, Harlowton 

 St. Paul, Roundup 

Sept 5-6:  Circuit Visitor’s Meeting, Great Falls 

Sept 6-7:  Fall Planning Committee  Meetings, 
  Trinity, Great Falls 

Sept 8:  Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Sept 12-17: COP, St. Louis, MO 

Sept 22:  Trinity, Harlowton 

  St. Paul, Roundup 

Sept 29:  Official Visit: The Church at  
  Creston-Lutheran, Kalispell  

Pastor Kevin Peterson (transferred from 

Shepherd of the Valley, Salmon, ID to the 

Kansas District) has recently lost both of his 

parents.  Please keep him and his family is 

your prayers as they mourn their earthly loss. 

To read Rural and Small Town Mission’s 

August Newsletter, please visit: https://

files.lcms.org/wl/?

id=r0Vm5srvLXH5W7yD7VhiOBedZCJGiTJi  

Please consider attending their free webinar: 

“The No-Casserole Illness and How the 

Church Can Respond” from 1-2 p.m. Central 

time on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019 

https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=r0Vm5srvLXH5W7yD7VhiOBedZCJGiTJi
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=r0Vm5srvLXH5W7yD7VhiOBedZCJGiTJi
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=r0Vm5srvLXH5W7yD7VhiOBedZCJGiTJi
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Around the District 

On July 11th, 2019 a wedding reception was held at Concordia 

Lutheran Church in Williston, ND for Sarah (Eckert) of 

Stevensville MT. and Reverend David M. Behm. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 

boast; it is not arrogant5 or rude. It does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 

but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things.  

1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 

Members of Our Savior Lutheran congregation participated in the Stevensville Creamery Picnic with 

a booth in the park and a float in the parade. Members on the float sang hymns and Sunday school 

songs along the parade route.  Children along the route sang along with "Jesus Loves Me."  Dana 

and Grace Biesterfeldt, also wearing Thrivent shirts, led the float on their horses which were 

decorated with crosses and "Our Savior Lutheran."  Following the float Pastor and Nancy Eckhart 

and other members passed out bottles of water to those watching the parade.  Along the parade 

route and at the booth Our Savior gave out over 1,000 bottles of water along with many CPH tracts.   
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Excerpt from: Evangelical in Ethiopia 

News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia  

It has been a while since we sent a newsletter. Our sincere apologies for that. I (Eric) was gone for 
two of the last three months due to teaching, traveling and working on the PhD that the seminary 
has asked me to do. It has been a great few months of teaching and being taught, but one topic in 
particular stands out.  

In our last newsletter, my teaching in Tanzania was mentioned, but not explained. One bishop in the 
Evangelical Lutheran church of Tanzania (a church of over 6 million members) became very 
concerned about the quality of the training pastors in the ELCK were being given. To ensure that the 
pastors of his diocese were receiving training that was true and faithful to the Bible, he created his 
own training center. At his training center, all of the teaching is done by the LCMS or members of his 
diocese that have received advanced degrees from our seminary in Fort Wayne.  

So, during Easter break at MYS, I traveled to 
Tanzania and taught an intensive course on the 
catechism and teaching in the parish to seminarians 
and deaconesses-in-training. The students were 
serious and hardworking, but also quite personable 
and welcoming, which made the class a joy to 
teach. As I toured parts of the diocese and met 
some of their pastors and leaders, I was impressed 
with their dedication to the truth of God’s Word, 
their hard work and love for the people. I felt 
blessed to contribute to the Lord’s work there.  

When I was back in Fort Wayne for classes in June, I 
met with CTS leadership and one of the leaders of that diocese (who was also there for classes). 
They asked me to be one of the main speakers at a continuing education conference for all of the 
pastors of the diocese in December. At the end of the conference, I will also have the joy of 
attending the graduation and ordination of the students I taught in April.  

I continue to be amazed at the opportunities our Lord keeps giving us to help the churches here 
share the Good News of Jesus with millions of people in Africa. I thank our gracious God that He 
allows me to be a part of this amazing work and I thank each of you for choosing to be a part of it 
too.  

Naomi and Levi 

Rev. Stinnett at school in Tanzania  
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Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain 

The Missionary Journey Rev. David & Shelee Warner  

FORO 2019 

Planning Strategically 
For the next 5 years of Growth in God’s Mission in Spain 

Guests from other countries, study, worship and planning were a part of this annual FORO (or 

forum) meeting, held in Madrid in June. Rev Bryan Wolfmueller  taught on a Proper Understanding 

of the Church based on the Ascension. Rev Dean Rothchild led a session on stewardship of the 

Mission’s resources, which come from you, our donors. Rev Rothchild came as a representative of 

Iowa District East, one of our FORO partners. Iowa District East supports the Spanish Church’s 

PROJECTS with funds to rent the worship location in Sevilla.  

L-R: Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller, Rev. David Warner 17 attended from 5 different countries—all 

working to grow God’s church in Spain  

What’s the Take-Away?  

Priority: Establish strong local congregations as the basis of long-term growth of the church 
(IELE)  

WDTM? Focus on Word and Sacrament ministry and the formation of new pastors  

In the Short-Term:  

 Rent a worship location for the Cartagena congregation  

 Continue to support Mario (featured in last newsletter), Felipe, and Antonio as they work 
 to complete classes, preaching assignments and vicarages in order to be called to serve in 
 their communities  

 Procure PROJECT funding for an Alliance Pastor from Venezuela to serve in  Spain for 3-5 
 years  
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Attention Rostered Workers 

This is a friendly reminder that the time of year has come to log into the church worker update site at 
http://cwu.lcms.org to review and update your information for the LCMS Locator and the next edition of 
the Lutheran Annual.  

If you have misplaced your personal login information, please contact our office at Rosters.Stats@lcms.org. 
Include your full name and address, and someone will get back to you within two business days. 

Called Worker Student Loan Assistance 

The Montana District Board of Directors is pleased to be able to aid the congregations of the district by 
lessening the student loan burden of their called workers.  Each year, as funding is available, the MT 
District offers student loan assistance from the Student Loan Repayment Grant Fund.  The grants have 
largely been funded through operating results distribution to our district by LCEF.  A copy of the policy and 
application are available on the district website at https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer-3/congregational-
resources/, and are mailed to previous applicants and new called workers in the district.  Over the past 
year, the Board of Directors reviewed the grant program, the student debt burden, and the available 
funding, and amended the policy to increase the maximum allowable grant.  Current and new grant 
applicants should review the policy carefully when applying this year.  Applications are due by September 
15; grants are considered and awarded during the October Board of Directors meeting, and disbursed 
promptly thereafter.  Please feel free to contact the district office if you have any questions regarding this 
program. 

Attention Congregations 

It is time again to review and update your congregation’s information for the Lutheran Annual. Much of 
this information is also published on the LCMS Congregation Locator found on LCMS.org  Please visit: 
https://lc.lcms.org to review and update your information.  Your congregation should have received a letter 
with your username and password.   It will be the same login information used earlier this year to submit 
your congregational statistics. 

For questions, password help, or to receive a paper version of the form, contact rosters.stats@lcms.org, or 
the LCMS Church Information Center at 888-843-5267  

The deadline for inclusion in the 2020 Lutheran Annual  is: September 1, 2019; however, you may make 
changes throughout the year.  Thank you! 

Board of Directors Meeting Summary 
August 12, 2019 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, August 12th, at the District office, for the 
quarterly board meeting.  Items included a review of the 2018 audit-showing no discrepancies or concerns, 
a review of the 2nd quarter financial statements, a LCEF report from Jeff Snyder,  reviews of the Missions/
Evangelism, Indian, and Campus/Education Committee reports, nominations to the COH and CCM, the 
appointment of Will Warburg as District Reconciler, the awarding of seven school grants, totaling $6,796, 
the granting of $30,000 in church worker scholarships, and the distribution of $2,000-$1000 each to Trinity, 
Billings and First Lutheran, Missoula, in Lutheran School Student Scholarship funds.  

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, Thursday, October 3rd, at the District office in Billings. 

http://cwu.lcms.org
mailto:Rosters.Stats@lcms.org
https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer-3/congregational-resources/
https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer-3/congregational-resources/
https://lc.lcms.org/
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Montana District Schools 

Please keep our schools and staff in your prayers as they proclaim the Gospel to the young people 
and families of their communities throughout  the upcoming year. 

Mount Olive Lutheran Early Childhood Ministry, Billings 

Mount Olive Lutheran School Classical Academy (K-8), Billings 

Trinity Lutheran School (K-8), Billings 

Trinity Lutheran Childcare/Preschool, Billings 

King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia Falls 

Our Savior Promises Preschool, Glendive 

Wee Disciples Lutheran School and Childcare Center, Great Falls 

Grace Lutheran Learning Center, Hamilton 

First Lutheran School (PS-6), Helena 

Trinity Lutheran School (PS-8), Kalispell 

Trinity Lutheran Childcare, Kalispell 

Trinity Lutheran Classical School (PS-8), Miles City 

First Lutheran Classical School (PS-9), Missoula 

Messiah Lutheran Preschool, Missoula 

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool, Park City 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool, Polson 

Little Lambs Preschool, Ronan 

Our Savior Lutheran Preschool, Stevensville 

Shepherd of the Valley Preschool, Salmon, ID 

Grace Lutheran Preschool, Three Forks  

For contact information, please visit: http://www.mtdistlcms.org/directories/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2019 LCMS National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference—Nov. 14–16, Minneapolis, MN 

To register, visit: https://lcms.regfox.com/2019-national-rural-small-town-mission-conference  

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/directories/
https://lcms.regfox.com/2019-national-rural-small-town-mission-conference
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LCMS National Convention 

The 67th Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod ,  July 20-25, 2019, Tampa 

 Under the theme “Joy:Fully Lutheran” some 1100 voting delegates, as well as various advisory delegates 

and guests, met in Tampa, Florida, July 20-25 for The LCMS 2019 Synodical Convention.  

 Delegates elected Reverend Matthew Harrison to his fourth term as President of the Synod.  At the 

retirement of Reverend Herb Mueller, Reverend Peter Lange, former District President of the Kansas 

District, was elected First Vice-President.  These are the two full-time leadership positions of the Synod, 

which will be well-served with these men in office.  

 The sermons, worship services, and papers presented by various theologians were inspiring and 

demonstrated the gift of joy at work in believers as they live the life of faith and share the good news of 

Jesus.   

 Here are a few of the key legislative actions of the convention.  The LCMS plays a significant role in 

developing the confessional identity of Lutheranism around the world.  This is demonstrated not only by 

the number of international students who study at our seminaries but also by the number of Churches that 

seek fellowship with us.  The delegates recognized fellowship with four more partner churches in the 

countries of Denmark, South Africa, Portugal and Belgium 

 Since the numbers of both Pastors and teachers are low in our Synod the delegates agreed that we 

need to work on church worker recruitment.  A number of efforts will be put in place.  

 One of the Montana overtures influenced the resolution to beef up the SMP program. Biblical languages 

will be included in the program from now on.  

 LCMS institutions of higher learning are under a great deal of pressure to submit to prevailing cultural 

views with respect to feminism, sexuality, and reproduction.  A couple of resolutions were directed at the 

beefing up of Lutheran identity on the campuses of our synodical schools.  

 Another Montana overture was at least acknowledged in the strong stand delegates took on creation.  

The convention continued to hold to the biblical teaching of creation by recognizing that the days of 

creation were “natural days.” 

 Relief was given to at least two Montana congregations through the decision to add the category of 

“assisting” pastors so that congregations like Power and Fairfield would not lose a vote when their pastor 

helps another congregation.  

 The LCMS continues to lead the nation with strong stands on social issues such as abortion, sexual 

orientation and gender identity, physician assisted suicide, racism and immigration.  

 The LCMS needs the members of our congregations to be aware of the workings of the Synod.  We 

provide for delegate representation of each circuit at the Synodical convention.  Your circuit was 

represented by both a layman and a Pastor.  They are responsible for reporting in more detail what 

occurred at the convention.  Please ask your Pastor to contact your delegates to invite them to make a 

report to your congregation.  


