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Hospitality to Strangers 

 “Would you like a blanket?”  She spread the blanket over me and was gone before I knew what had 
happened.  My storm-delayed flight had arrived so late to the Denver airport that I had missed my 
connection, and the motels were so expensive that I had decided to spend the night in the airport.  It was 
cold lying on the floor in the little corner I had chosen, so I had spread some newspapers over my shoulders 
and head.  I was sleeping soundly when the newspaper rustled and I felt a blanket settling down.   

 I have no idea who she was or what motivated her act of kindness.  The next morning, noticing that the 
blanket was from United Airlines, I asked at the customer service counter, whether it was a program of the 
airline to comfort harried travelers.  They said they had never heard of such a thing.  I decided that she 
must have been an angel.   

 The Greek word for angel can also mean “messenger,” so whether she was a heavenly angel or an 
earthly one doesn’t really matter.  Her act of hospitality reminded me, during a particularly terrible day, 
that God was still watching over me.  Sometimes that is all it takes to get life back on track. Perhaps that is 
why the Holy Spirit tells us that we also should be kind to strangers.  “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” (Heb 13:2)   

 Strangers are much in the news these days.  Parents teach children of “stranger danger.”  Home security 
systems fend them off.  Churches are wary when someone unknown shows up.  Borders are built higher 
and stronger.  Migrant caravans are repelled.  Policies are debated.  The nation is protected… at the cost of 
hospitality.   

 There seems to be no easy solution to the problem of strangers.  How are we to react?  On the one hand, 
of course, a nation needs laws, and Christians are bound to follow the laws.  God is a God of order, and He 
has established government for the sake of that order.  We live inside the laws that God uses to protect us.  
On the other hand, those laws are enfolded into the law of love.  God tells us to be hospitable to strangers.  
He tells us to love our neighbors.  Our neighbor, no matter how strange he or she may be, might just be 
cold and need a blanket, or hungry and need some food, or confused and need some direction, or scared 
and need some comfort.  You might be the angel that God uses to send a message to a stranger that God is 
in control, and loves us dearly.  

 This is precisely how Jesus worked in our lives.  He was the angel, the messenger, that God sent us, 
strangely configured set of sinners.  Cold, hungry, confused, scared, and worse, dying, we were in desperate 
need of a message of God’s love.  Jesus did not neglect us because our sin had made us strange to Him.  He 
showed the deepest kind of hospitality when He gave Himself for us.  More than a blanket, Jesus gave His 
life that we might live.   

 One night someone saw that I was cold and put a blanket on me.  Perhaps you may see a stranger today.  
Perhaps God may use you as an angel of His love.  

Rev. Terry Forke 
Montana District President 
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District President’s Calendar 

Apr 26-    COP Meeting, St. Louis/Ft. Wayne 
May 2 

May 3-4: Creation Seminary, Littleton, CO 

May 7-9: Puget Sound Pastors’   
   Conference, Bremerton, WA 

May 12 Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

May 14-16 Quad Circuit Conference,   
   Peace Lutheran, Great Falls 

May 19: Office Visit: Holy Trinity-  

   Belgrade/Grace-Three Forks 

May 24: BOD meeting, teleconference 

May 26: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

June 9: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Around the District 

Father of Pastor Jason Menagh (Emeritus), was 
called to glory.  His funeral will be held, Friday, 
May 17, 2019.  Please keep the Menagh family 
in your prayers. 

Pastor Eric Obermann of Our Savior’s, Hill City 
and Redeemer, Custer, South Dakota has 
returned the call to Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Church, Thompson Falls.  Rev. Mark 
Schutlz is now serving as vacancy pastor.   Thank 
you Rev. Larson for your  faithful service! 

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish, has called 
Pastor Timothy Christenson, of Prince of Peace, 
Springfield, VA .  Rev. Darold Reiner continues to 
serve as vacancy pastor  

Rev. Kevin Peterson has accepted the Call to 
Zion Lutheran Church and School, 
Independence, KS.  His final Sunday at Shepherd 
of the Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon, ID, is 
May 19th.   

Around the District 

Rev. Chad Schopp, Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big 

Timber/Livingston, has accepted the Call to Bethany 

Lutheran Church, Milan and St. John Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, Edgar, WI.  His final Sunday at 

ELM is May 26th. 

Thank you Pastor Peterson and Pastor Schopp for 

your dedicated and heartfelt service to your 

congregations and district! 

Mrs. Rebecca Braaten, teacher and acting principal 

of Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Kalispell, has 

accepted the Call to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

Wenatchee, WA.  Thank you for your 37 faithful 

years of service in the Montana District! 

Mrs. Laura White, principal of Faith Lutheran 

School, Lacey, WA, has accepted the Call to serve as 

principal of Trinity Lutheran Church and School, 

Kalispell.  Welcome to Montana, and blessing on 

your service to the congregation and students of 

Trinity!   

Mr. Nicolas Harding, of Christ our Rock Lutheran 

School in Centralia, IL, has accepted the Call to 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, as the church and 

school’s new Music Director.  Welcome Mr. 

Harding! 

Mrs. Jennifer Boll has accepted the Call to serve as 

the resource teacher at Trinity Lutheran School, 

Billings.  Welcome back, Mrs. Boll! 

Rev. Herbert Schiefelbein, emeritus, was Called to 

Glory, on Monday, April 29, 2019. His memorial 

service was held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, 

on Monday, May 6th.  Our prayers are with the 

family as they grieve his earthly loss.  
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Installation 

Rev. Willis McCall was installed as Senior Pastor of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings, on 

Sunday, April 7, 2019.  He is also serving as headmaster of Mount Olive’s Classical Academy.  He will 

be serving along side Pastor Mark Grunst.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bottom Row L-R: Rev. Bruce Zagel, Rev. Ryan Wendt, Rev. Willis McCall, Rev. Mark Grunst, Rev. Arlo 
Pullmann 

Middle Row L-R: Rev. Daniel Keinath, Rev. Russel Dewell, Rev. Robert Lane, Vicar Laskowsky, Rev. 
Terry Forke, Rev. Daniel Rinderknecht 

Top Row L-R: Rev. James Koss, Rev. Daniel Jacobs, Rev. Kenneth Zoeller 

Rev. Herbert Schiefelbein—Called to Glory: April 29, 2019 

Rev. Herbert Schiefelbein (Emeritus) was called to glory on 

Monday, April 29, 2019. He was ordained in 1952, and served 

congregations in Washington, Oregon, Minnesota, and Montana 

(Holy Cross, Seely Lake and Faith, Condon), before retiring in 

1995.  He continued to serve vacancies in Minnesota and 

Montana, eventually, settling in Billings, MT, where he was an 

active member of Trinity Lutheran Church.  He was preceded in  

death by his beloved wife, Frances and son, Dennis. 

The funeral was held on Monday, May 6 at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Billings. 

His obituary can be found at: https://billingsgazette.com/

lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/in-loving-memory-of-rev-

herbert-schiefelbein/article_7df7f2b1-5a10-5d0e-af1b-123e23ca104f.html   

https://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/in-loving-memory-of-rev-herbert-schiefelbein/article_7df7f2b1-5a10-5d0e-af1b-123e23ca104f.html
https://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/in-loving-memory-of-rev-herbert-schiefelbein/article_7df7f2b1-5a10-5d0e-af1b-123e23ca104f.html
https://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/in-loving-memory-of-rev-herbert-schiefelbein/article_7df7f2b1-5a10-5d0e-af1b-123e23ca104f.html


4 

The Evangel in Ethiopia-News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett 

Greetings in Christ from Ethiopia! The Lord, He is risen! He is risen 

indeed, Alleluia! We just celebrated Easter twice in the last two 

weeks. One, was the “foreigner Easter” that passed on April 21st. 

The second Easter came on the Ethiopian calendar (in the month 

of Meeyazeeya) and was this past Sunday, April 28th. We were 

able to attend the Easter vigil at the Mekanisa church in Addis 

Ababa, just down the road from us. It was a blessing to be 

reminded of our Lord’s resurrection two weeks in a row. The 

Easter vigil is different than the traditions that we have in the 

United States. The service begins at 7:00 pm on Saturday night 

and goes through the night with the parishioners heading home in 

the small hours of Easter morning. The service has many 

“programs” so to speak which include different preachers, 

scripture readings, singing by the congregation and the choirs. Additionally, there is no service in 

the morning. Many foreigners have made this mistake, thinking that they will go to the Easter 

morning service and finding no one at the churches. Instead, the families then spend the day 

visiting and having their get-togethers for the remainder of the day, greeting one another with the 

familiar words of Christians around the world on Resurrection Sunday. The students here at the 

seminary also have time off this week to see their families. Most have traveled home, and of 

course, the masters students will be trying to finish their thesis papers and final papers as 

graduation is now approaching in the middle of June. We keep them in prayer in this busy and 

stressful time. Thanks be to God for our risen Savior, Jesus Christ!  

L-R: Rev. Mark Rabe, Rev. Eric Stinnett 

Levi is growing! 

Luke learning to 

make a bowl 

during a 

homeschool field 

trip to a pottery 

place in Oromo. 
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The Schlund Family Serving the Lord in Mexico 

Teaching  

Andrew has been busy teaching the past few months. His classes include English lessons at the 

Lutheran Hour office, Hebrew with Pastor Benjamin Quezada, and a course on Church 

administration for the Regional Seminary in the Dominican Republic.  

Visitors  

February and March were full of friends and family. Andrew’s parents came to visit in February, 

friends and colleagues from the region were in town for the Luther Academy in March, Kelsey’s 

parents visited mid- March, and we happily hosted some dear friends who visited last week. We are 

thankful for many opportunities we had to catch up with old friends and make some new ones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday, Charlotte!  

Our little girl turned four last week! Charlotte had a great time celebrating her birthday with both 

sets of grandparents when they visited, and spent her special day playing at the park and getting ice 

cream with our friends.  
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The LCMS has Launch a New International Missionary Website:  
https://international.lcms.org/  

Enjoy visiting for missionary information and updates 

Having arrived in the spring of 2015, we've just completed 4 years serving 
God and His people in Spain.  Here's an update on the blessings and growth that the Lord has 

brought to His Spanish Church body--the Iglesia Evangélica Luterana Española or IELE. 

God’s Reign in Spain: The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner 

https://international.lcms.org/
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6th Annual Speak Up Tournament 

Family, Faculty and Friends were very impressed with 

the performances of 38 3rd - 8th grade students for the 

6th Annual Lutheran School's "Speak Up" Tournament. 

Students from Martin Luther Grammar School in 

Sheridan WYO, Trinity Lutheran Classical School in Miles 

City MT, Trinity Lutheran School and Mount Olive 

Lutheran School from Billings braved the stage to share 

their speeches from four categories: Memorized Bible 

Verse, Memorized Poetry, Memorized Public Address 

and Impromptu.  Mount Olive Lutheran School hosted 

the event organized by Karla and Katie Berst, judged by Montana District President Terry Forke, 

Attorney Kathleen McQuillan and Judge Jessica Fehr. 

1st and 2nd place trophies are held by Ben Rice of TLCS, Christian Beck of TLS, El McCoy of TLS, 

Jayda Hatzell of TLS, Elijah McCall of MOLS, Katelynn Debus of MOLS and Hannah Comly of MOLS. 

Great Job to all who competed.   

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  Easter service at Shepherd of the 

Valley in Thompson Falls was extra special this year. Not only did we 

celebrate the risen Christ, we accepted Pat and Dennis Bursell into 

membership with vacancy Pastor Larson.  New linens and two new chalices 

were also blessed. 

What a blessed day to praise our Lord and Savior!  Thanks be to God! 

Vicarage Assignment  

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, student Caleb Stoever, has been assigned to serve his 

vicarage at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Laurel.  His wife, Bethany, will concurrently serve 

her Deaconess internship at St. John’s.  Welcome to the Montana District!!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

(L-R) Rev. Terry Forke, Caleb and Bethany Stoever 



8 

Ringing Beneath the Rims 

Trinity Lutheran School, Billings, handbell ringers, Heavenly Metal, joined almost 200 other ringers 

from around the state, Idaho, and Washington for the Big Sky Handbell festival.  Way to go Bobcats! 

It’s time to sign up for Summer Camp!   

Trinity Lutheran Camp on Flathead Lake as a 

NEW Parent/Child Camp for 5-year old’s up 

to 2nd graders & at least one parent, 

grandparent or adult friend.  They also have 

camps for 3rd graders up to high schoolers, a 

family camp weekend and even some 

songwriting retreats for adults.  Coming soon 

are Spring retreats for middle school & high 

school youth.  Go to 

www.TrinityLutheranCamp.org for more 

information! 

Installation 

Pastor Mark Schultz was installed as Vacancy 

Pastor of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Thompson Falls on Sunday, May 5th.   

We thank Pastor Larson for his year and a half 

service as our previous Vacancy Pastor. 

 

Around the District 

Mrs. Tawn Bueltmann, wife of Pastor Kevin Bueltmann of Trinity  Lutheran Church-Kalispell, was 
reinstated as a Commissioned Minister-teacher, by the Council of Presidents during their April 
meeting.  Mrs. Bueltmann has been working at Trinity Lutheran School.  Blessings on your continued 
service to Trinity! 

http://www.TrinityLutheranCamp.org


9 

2019 LCEF Kaleidoscope Fund Grant 

The grant process opens on April 1, 2019. See https://lcef.org/kaleidoscope/ for details. 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) serves the members, congregations, schools, and rostered 

church workers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) church body. When LCEF is blessed 

with good financial performance, a small portion of its funds may be used for a variety of ministry 

purposes…such as grants. These grants were launched in 2016 as The Kaleidoscope Fund, which 

emphasizes a variety of entities and ministry purposes. 

For 2019 grants, eligibility is limited to LCMS K-8 elementary schools. 

Applications will be received for the following four areas of Lutheran K-8 elementary school 

support. Applicants should choose only one of the following areas for grant focus: 

1. Curriculum Development  

2. Faculty Development 

3. Facility Improvement  

• For facility improvement projects, Kaleidoscope will fund up to a maximum of 50% of total 

improvement budget; the school must fund at least 50%. 

4. Endowment Creation 

• Matching fund program of $25K.  

• School must raise $25K within 18 months of application acceptance.  Any amounts less 

than $25K will not be matched. 

• Only for creation of new endowment where no existing endowments. 

What is not eligible: ongoing operating costs (including salaries), operating deficits, debt payments 

and/or tuition assistance/reimbursement. 

For 2019, funds will be granted in amounts between $15,000 and $75,000. 

Once all grant proposal summaries are received by June 14, 2019, the Kaleidoscope Fund 

committee will review them and select ministries to apply for grants. Invited schools will then 

submit a detailed application by a set deadline. Once grant recipients have been determined, 

announcement of the grants will be made in November 2019. 

Red Lodge Youth Camp Canceled 

Due to a family emergency for Pastor Forke, the Red Lodge Youth Camp is being canceled for this 
year.  If you have already registered, the District office will be sending out refund checks.  We are 
sorry for this turn of events, but find no other solution.  We fully anticipate holding the camp next 
year.  Please call the district office if you have questions.  259-2908.  

https://lcef.org/kaleidoscope/
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 2019 Lutheran Singles Association Tour  
What: A weekend of fellowship & learning with other Lutheran Single Adults from around the country 
includes a trip to Mt. Rushmore. Our sightseeing tour carves its way through the Black Hills beginning at 
Fort Hays on the Dances with Wolves film set for a cowboy breakfast. Departing mid-morning, the tour 
winds its way along scenic highways visiting attractions like Mount Rushmore National Monument, Custer 
State Park, the Needles Highway, and Crazy Horse Memorial. Our informative tour guide drives you through 
100 miles of the Black Hills National Forest stopping along the way for pictures of wildlife and picturesque 
sights. The tour then returns to Fort Hays, but the night continues as you enjoy their famous Chuckwagon 
Supper and Live Branson-style Music Show.  

Date: Sept. 20-22, 2019  

Cost: Fort Hayes/Mount Rushmore Tour: $115/person. (Includes Tour per itinerary – note you will need to pay for Sat. Lunch as you order 
off the menu)  

Place: Rapid City, SD  

Hotel: We have booked a block of rooms at the following hotel (checking in on Sept. 20th and checking out on Sept. 22nd) Mainstay Suites, 
3321 Outfitter Road, Rapid City, SD, 57703, US Phone: (605) 719-5151 We will email you the invite to the hotel room when we receive the 
tour registration or call you with info if you have no email. There are rooms with 1 QB and sofa bed $93.72/night/room, and rooms with 2 QB 
and sofa bed $116.88/night/room.. Please note rooms need to be booked by the cutoff date of Friday, Aug 30, 2019. Free WIFI, Continental 
Breakfast, Airport Shuttle, Indoor Pool, Fitness Equipment  

Contact: Linda Gerbitz, vpres@lsalcms.org, 262-336-6631, Nancy Koelper, treasurer@lsalcms.org, Carolyn Morton, 
fellowship@lsalcms.org, Steve Doornbos president@lsalcms.org , Michael Boice secretary@lsalcms.org, Lynne Nafzger, 
membership@lsalcms.org   

Sept. 20, 2019: Check in at Hotel  

Sept. 21, 2019: Fort Hays Tours (Leave Hotel at 7:00am)  
7:30 a.m. Check in at the Fort Hays Headquarters and Dances with Wolves film set.  

• Enjoy the all-you-can-eat cowboy breakfast at our chuckwagon.  
 9:00 a.m. Board the coach outside of the Headquarters Building for your tour that includes:  

• Mount Rushmore National Monument: We spend at least an hour visiting Mount Rushmore. There is plenty of time to see all the park has 
to offer including the sculptors’ studio and the Lincoln Borglum Museum.  

• Iron Mountain Road: We wind over the Peter Norbeck National Scenic Byway as it takes you over Iron Mountain Road through scenic 
tunnels and pigtail bridges. Bring your camera for potential Kodak moments here!  

• Custer State Park: Keep your camera ready and your eyes on the lookout for wildlife like buffalo, burros, antelope, elk, and Rocky 
Mountain bighorn sheep. We stop when it’s safe.  

• State Game Lodge: Our lunch stop is the presidential summer white house to former president Calvin Coolidge and Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Here you can purchase lunch from a menu or buffet. We recommend the buffalo stew!  

• Needles Highway: We continue through Custer State Park to Needles Highway passing through scenic tunnels and by scenic overlooks. 
Check your camera; there are great pictures here!  

• Sylvan Lake: Stop for pictures and a restroom break at the spectacular man-made lake located at the bottom of Black Elk Peak (formerly 
Harney Peak). This picturesque lake is a local favorite for campers, rock climbers, and hikers.  

• Crazy Horse Memorial: Staying for at least one hour, we visit the largest mountain carving in the world. You can visit the memorial, 
museums and learn so much about the sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski in his home studio museum.  

5:30 p.m. Return to Fort Hays  

6:30 p.m. Chuckwagon Dinner Show Doors open at 6:15. The supper bell rings inside, calling all cowboys and cowgirls to bring their 
appetites. We serve up the best Chuckwagon menu in the West that’s sure to make your mouth water. It’s all served on handmade tin plates 
with drinks poured into tin cups. Be careful the coffee is hot! Cowboy Chuckwagon Menu: Sliced smoked top sirloin (BBQ sauce available) 
or Baked chicken; Chuckwagon potatoes; Western baked beans; Ranch biscuits and honey; Chunky applesauce; Old-fashioned spice cake; 
Cowboy coffee; Tenderfoot lemonade  

7:15 – 8:15 p.m. Showtime! The Fort Hays Wranglers take the stage to entertain you with the Black Hills’ most popular music variety show! 
You are sure to have a foot-stompin’, belly shakin’ good time! Family fun for everyone! Bring your camera and take some pictures. We wrap 
everything up in time for you to travel to Mount Rushmore for the lighting ceremony!  

Sept. 22, 2019: Attend Worship at local congregation in AM 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
2019 Lutheran Singles Association Tour   Due: Aug 27, 2019   Adult Fee: $115.00 $________  

Name: _________________________________________________    

Address: ________________________________________________  City: ___________________ State ____ Zip ________  

Email: _________________________ Telephone: _____________________ Cell: ___________________________  

I will be arriving: __ Friday at Hotel __ Saturday at Hotel  

Sat. Dinner Selection:  ___ Top Sirloin (Beef) ___ Baked Chicken  

I would be willing to be a driver for the carpool from the hotel to Fort Hayes (about 11 miles) __ Yes __ No How many 
people including yourself, would you be able to take. (Need seatbelt for each person and have a valid driver’s license.)  

Other comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail Registration form & fee to: 2019 LSA Tour, c/o Linda Gerbitz, 301D Park Hill Drive, Pewaukee, WI 53072  



11 

News from Zion Lutheran Church, Chinook 

Zion Lutheran LWML, of Chinook, hosted coffee and cake for graduates and confirmands after 
church on May 19, 2019. 

L to R: Paige McCann-College graduate (Nursing), Cristan Freide (High School), Chase Moxley (High 
School), Yelena Miller (Confirmation), and Sasha Gallus (Gallus) 

Pastor Marcus Williams, pictured holding 

a processional cross donated by Howard 

and Jeff Bosch in memory of the mother, 

Rhonda Bosch. 

Confirmed at Zion Lutheran Church, Chinook, on 

May 19, 2019.  Pictured L to R: Yelena Miller, 

Pastor Marcus Williams, Sasha Gallus 


