And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and
every affliction. 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son
of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus,
and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go
nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans”
Matthew 10:1–5 (ESV)

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
18

Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV)

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have given you
authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not
rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that
your names are written in heaven.”
17

Luke 10:17–20 (ESV)

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”
19

John 20:19–23 (ESV)

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the
twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is
not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve
tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint
to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set
before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
Acts 6:1–6 (ESV)

And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the
disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe
that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to
the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached
boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at
Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he
spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to
kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
26

Acts 9:26–30 (ESV)

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word
to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the
Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who
believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the
grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and
of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went
to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many
people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.
19

Acts 11:19–26 (ESV)

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the
brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no
small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and
some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the
apostles and the elders about this question.
Acts 15:1–2 (ESV)

13 After

they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to
me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take
from them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the
prophets agree, just as it is written, 16 “‘After this I will return, and I
will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins,
and I will restore it, 17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the
Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord,
who makes these things 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore my
judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who
turn to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the things
polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has
been strangled, and from blood.
Acts 15:13–20 (ESV)

And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit
the brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the
Lord, and see how they are.”
36

Acts 15:36 (ESV)

When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.
18 On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the
elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he related one by one
the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his
ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God.
17

Acts 21:17–20 (ESV)

Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of a
revelation and set before them (though privately before those who
seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles,
in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.
Galatians 2:1-2 (ESV)

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church,
with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom
they had believed.

23

Acts 14:23 (ESV)

5 This

is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you— 6 if
anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children
are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or
insubordination. 7 For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above
reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard
or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, selfcontrolled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the
trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give
instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who
contradict it.
Titus 1:5–9 (ESV)

I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes
to put himself first, does not acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I
come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense
against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the
brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts them out of
the church.
9

3 John 9–10 (ESV)

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is
going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you,
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God
would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the
flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
unfading crown of glory.
1 Peter 5:1–4 (ESV)

Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of
two or three witnesses.
1 Timothy 5:19 (ESV)

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of man.”
21

Matthew 16:21–23 (ESV)

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,
which he obtained with his own blood.
Acts 20:28 (ESV)

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer,
he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above
reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach
1 Timothy 3:1–2 (ESV)

7 Show

yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in
your teaching show integrity, dignity, 8 and sound speech that
cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame,
having nothing evil to say about us.
Titus 2:7–8 (ESV)

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the
third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he
said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and
walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.”
19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after
saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
15

John 21:15–19 (ESV)

And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which
is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all
those who are sanctified.
Acts 20:32 (ESV)

And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two
brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”
24

Matthew 20:24–28 (ESV)

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I
have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are
right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to
you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If
you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
12

John 13:12–17 (ESV)

3 As

I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus
so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different
doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless
genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the
stewardship from God that is by faith.
1 Timothy 1:3–4 (ESV)

Teach and urge these things. 3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine
and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with
conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for
controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy,
dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among
people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth,
imagining that godliness is a means of gain.
1 Timothy 6:2–5 (ESV)

First of all, therefore, let us show from the Gospel that the Roman
bishop is not by divine right above all other bishops and pastors. In
Luke 22:24–27 Christ expressly forbids lordship among the apostles.
7

Treatise, par. 7

5 Manifestly

(to repeat what has already been said often) the papacy is a human
invention, and it is not commanded, it is unnecessary, and it is useless. The holy
Christian church can exist very well without such a head, and it would have
remained much better if such a head had not been raised up by the devil.
6 The papacy is of no use to the church because it exercises no Christian office.
Consequently, the church must continue to exist without the pope.
7 Suppose that the pope would renounce the claim that he is the head of the
church by divine right or by God’s command; suppose that it were necessary to
have a head, to whom all others should adhere, in order that the unity of
Christendom might better be preserved against the attacks of sects and heresies;
and suppose that such a head would then be elected by men and it remained in
their power and choice to change or depose this head. This is just the way in which
the Council of Constance acted with reference to the popes when it deposed three
and elected a fourth.
Smalcald II, art. IV, par. 5

62 And

Jerome observes: “One man was chosen over the rest to prevent schism, lest
several persons, by gathering separate followings around themselves, rend the
church of Christ. For in Alexandria, from the time of Mark the Evangelist to the time
of Bishops Heracles and Dionysius, the presbyters always chose one of their
number, set him in a higher place, and called him bishop. Moreover, in the same
way in which an army might select a commander for itself, the deacons may choose
from their number one who is known to be active and name him archdeacon. For,
apart from ordination, what does a bishop do that a presbyter does not do?”
63 Jerome therefore teaches that the distinction between the grades of bishop and
presbyter (or pastor) is by human authority. The fact itself bears witness to this, for
the power is the same, as I have already stated.
64 Afterwards one thing made a distinction between bishops and pastors, and this
was ordination, for it was decided that one bishop should ordain the ministers in a
number of churches.
Treatise, par. 62

The pope is only the bishop and pastor of the churches in Rome
and of such other churches as have attached themselves to him
voluntarily or through a human institution (that is, a secular
government).
1

Smalcald II, art. IV, par. 1

The most common custom of the church also bears witness to
this, for there was a time when the people elected pastors and
bishops.
70

Treatise, par. 70

Such superiority is impossible, for it is not possible for one bishop
to be the overseer of all the churches in the world or for churches
situated in remote places to seek ordination from him alone.

16

Treatise, par. 16

According to divine right, therefore, it is the office of the bishop
to preach the Gospel, forgive sins, judge doctrine and condemn
doctrine that is contrary to the Gospel, and exclude from the
Christian community the ungodly whose wicked conduct is
manifest. All this is to be done not by human power but by God’s
Word alone.
21

Augsburg Confession, art. XXVIII, par. 21

On this account parish ministers and churches are bound to be
obedient to the bishops according to the saying of Christ in Luke
10:16, “He who hears you hears me.”
22

Augsburg Confession, art. XXVIII, par. 22

13 Therefore

a bishop has the power of the order, namely, the
ministry of Word and sacraments. He also has the power of
jurisdiction, namely, the authority to excommunicate those who are
guilty of public offenses or to absolve them if they are converted
and ask for absolution.
Apology, art. XXVIII, par. 13

In the Confession and in the Apology, we have set forth in general
terms what we have to say about ecclesiastical power.
60 The Gospel requires of those who preside over the churches that
they preach the Gospel, remit sins, administer the sacraments, and,
in addition, exercise jurisdiction, that is, excommunicate those who
are guilty of notorious crimes and absolve those who repent.
61 By the confession of all, even our adversaries, it is evident that
this power belongs by divine right to all who preside over the
churches, whether they are called pastors, presbyters, or bishops.
Treatise, par. 60

On the other hand, if they teach, introduce, or institute anything
contrary to the Gospel, we have God’s command not to be obedient
in such cases, for Christ says in Matt. 7:15, “Beware of false
prophets.”
23

Augsburg Confession, art. XXVIII. par. 23

53 To

this our teachers reply that bishops or pastors may make regulations so
that everything in the churches is done in good order, but not as a means of
obtaining God’s grace or making satisfaction for sins, nor in order to bind
men’s consciences by considering these things necessary services of God and
counting it a sin to omit their observance even when this is done without
offense…
55 It is proper for the Christian assembly to keep such ordinances for the sake
of love and peace, to be obedient to the bishops and parish ministers in such
matters, and to observe the regulations in such a way that one does not give
offense to another and so that there may be no disorder or unbecoming
conduct in the church…
76 St. Peter forbids the bishops to exercise lordship as if they had power to
coerce the churches according to their will.
Augsburg Confession, art. XXVIII, par. 53, 55, 76

Thus bishops have no right to create traditions apart from the
Gospel as though they merited the forgiveness of sins or were acts
of worship that pleased God as righteousness. Nor do the bishops
have the right to burden consciences with such traditions so that it
would be a sin to omit them.
8

Apology, art. XXVIII, par. 8

A bishops does not have the power of a tyrant to act without a
definite law, nor that of a king to act above the law. But he has a
definite command, a definite Word of God, which he ought to teach
and according to which he ought to exercise his jurisdiction.
Therefore it does not follow that since they have a certain
jurisdiction bishops may institute new acts of worship, for worship
does not belong to their jurisdiction. They have the Word, they have
the command about when they should exercise their jurisdiction,
namely, when anyone does something contrary to that Word which
they have received from Christ.
14

Apology, art. XXVIII, par. 14

However, concerning the pope I hold that, if he would allow the
Gospel, we, too, may concede to him that superiority over the
bishops which he possesses by human right, making this concession
for the sake of peace and general unity among the Christians who
are now under him and who may be in the future.
5

Smalcald III, art. xv, par. 5

In our churches, on the other hand, all sermons deal with topics
like these: penitence, the fear of God, faith in Christ, the
righteousness of faith, comfort for the conscience through faith, the
exercise of faith, prayer and our assurance that it is efficacious and
is heard, the cross, respect for rulers and for all civil ordinances, the
distinction between the kingdom of Christ (or the spiritual kingdom)
and political affairs, marriage, the education and instruction of
children, chastity, and all the works of love. 44 From this description
of the state of our churches it is evident that we diligently maintain
church discipline, pious ceremonies, and the good customs of the
church.
43

Apology, art. XV, par. 43

Consequently the church cannot be better governed and
maintained than by having all of us live under one head, Christ, and
by having all the bishops equal in office (however they may differ in
gifts) and diligently joined together in unity of doctrine, faith,
sacraments, prayer, works of love, etc. …
The apostles did the same, and after them all the bishops
throughout Christendom, until the pope raised his head over them
all.
9

Smalcald II, art. IV, par. 9

Furthermore, we want at this point to declare our willingness to
keep the ecclesiastical and canonical polity, provided that the
bishops stop raging against our churches.
5

Apology, art. XIV, par. 5

