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 “You would think that a piece of such an odd shape and color would 
just jump out at you.”  Every winter Cheryl and I labor over a jig-saw 
puzzle. It is a means to slow the pace of life and to spend some time 
together.  I realize that jig-saw puzzles may not appeal to everyone, but 
you have probably seen one on the process of being assembled.   

 When we pour the pieces out of the box for the first time it does not 
resemble the intended picture.  In fact, it resembles a chaotic mess.  
Following the investment of much time and energy, through various 
procedures, (last year’s puzzle was on the table for three months), the 
picture becomes a larger imitation of the picture that is on the box.  If 
even one piece is missing it is apparent that things are not in the order 
they are intended to be.   

 This annual exercise reminds me of God’s work creating the universe.  
Of course, creation is much more complicated than a jig-saw puzzle, but 
there are some similarities that might benefit your spiritual meditation.   

 When God first created the building blocks of the universe it was without form and void.  Genesis 1:2.  It 
was a chaotic mess.  But God began to impose order on His original work.  Slowly, over a period of seven 
days, by the Word of His mouth, God brought order out of chaos. God had a grand plan to build a place for 
the crown of His creation, man.  “For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed 
the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): ‘I am the 
LORD, and there is no other.’”  Isaiah 45:18 

 The article of doctrine on creation touches every other article of doctrine.  It forms the foundation for 
God’s action in the world and in the lives of His creatures.  He created order for the sake of giving us a place 
to inhabit.  And, if one piece of the order is missing it won’t work, it is visible to all.   

 God’s greatest work of ordering is seen in commanding power of His Word as He subdues sin, death, and 
satan that we might be brought into the order of His heavenly kingdom.  Our sin creates a chaotic mess of 
our lives.  Jesus puts the pieces back together.  He re-creates us in forgiveness so that we can see the 
picture of the world and of our lives that God intended for us to see.   

 When you wake up this Easter morning, thank God for the order He brought ought of the chaos of our 
rebellion, and the amazing picture of life we have in Jesus.   

Rev. Terry Forke 
Montana District President 

      I Made the Earth and Created Man on It 
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District President’s Calendar 
Mar 6:  Ash Wednesday 

Mar 10: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Mar 14-15:   Regional COP Meeting, Sioux Falls, 

   SD 

Mar 17: Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings  

   100th Anniversary Celebration 

Mar 24: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Apr 8:  Southern Circuit Winkel 

Apr 12: Speech Tournament, Trinity  

   Lutheran School, Billings 

Apr 14: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Apr 19: Good Friday Service 

Apr 21: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Apr 26- COP Meeting, St. Louis/Ft. Wayne 
May 2 

Around the District 

Rev. Jesse Davis of Zion Lutheran Church and First 

English Lutheran, Centerville, SD , has declined 

the Call to Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

Church, Thompson Falls.  Rev. Larson continues 

to serve as vacancy pastor.  

Rev. Darold Reiner continues to serve as vacancy 

pastor of St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish. 

Rev. Willis McCall of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

Hardin, has accepted the Call to Mount Olive 

Lutheran Church, Billings.  He will be installed on 

Sunday, April 7th at 4 pm.  Please keep Mt. Olive 

and Redeemer Lutheran Church in your prayers 

as these congregations transition.   

Bob Shupe, father of Pastor Paul Shupe (St. Paul-

Bridger and St. John-Belfry), was called to glory 

on February 20.  Please keep the Shupe family in 

your prayers. 

2019 Quad Circuit Conference  

The 2019 Quad Circuit Conference will be held on 

May 14-16 at Peace Lutheran Church in Great 

Falls. (The presenter will be Dr. Peter Scaer. His 

presentation is entitled "Confessing the Christian 

Faith in the Public Square” and will address such 

topics as religious freedom, life issues, marriage 

issues, transgenderism, and more.  Please reserve 

your hotel rooms early, as the Special Olympics 

will also be in Great Falls during the same week. 

Transfers and Roster Changes 
Mrs. Richelle Colclasure has transferred to the 
Montana District from the Oklahoma District as a 
commissioned worker, candidate status.  
Welcome Richelle! 

Rev. Brcue Zagel has transferred back to the 
Montana District, after serving as the interim 
pastor of St. John Lutheran Church and School, 
Mayville, WI.  Welcome back Pastor Zagel and 
Kathy! 

Montana District Youth and Family Camps-Registration is open! 
Theme:  “Truth Came Through Jesus” (John 1:17) 

When: June 16-21 (High School)   June 21-23 (Family) June 23-28 (Grades 6-8) 

For More Information Visit: https://mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/district-youth/  

Please send registration and counselor applications to the Montana District Office (30 Broadwater Ave, 

Billings, MT 59101).  A limited number of scholarships are available.   

https://mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/district-youth/
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

 Thank you for your continued prayers and your expressions of concern. I am truly blessed to have so 

many care about me.  

 It is difficult to explain what happened today. I was scheduled to have an ablation procedure, (the cure 

for what ails my heart), on April 9.  The doctor had a cancellation so I was moved up to today.  In order for 

the procedure to work the heart must be in arrhythmia at the time.  I went off the medicine last week in 

order to get my heart to do that.  But when I was about ready to go into the surgery room the doctor finally 

came in and took my pulse.  He said, “It seems normal.”  So they quickly hooked me up to an EKG.  They all 

gathered round and one of them said, “You have the heart of a marathon runner.”  So, they sent me 

home.   

 Nothing was done.  I am off all medication.  I have no restrictions.  I have a clean bill of health.  The 

doctor said there is a chance that the heart could act up again.  In that case I can take the medicine I was 

on.  If it gets terrible I can schedule an ablation again.  But for now, thanks be to our gracious God, I am 

doing well.   

 Whether God has healed my heart completely, or the original problem was a weird anomaly, or whether 

I have another bout waiting around the corner, I do not know.  I guess that is the life of faith.  We receive, 

with thanksgiving what God gives us today, and wait to receive, with thanksgiving, what He gives us 

tomorrow. 

Terry Forke 

President Montana District LCMS 

Pastor Trinity, Harlowton and St. Paul, Roundup 

LCEF Take Heart Scholarship https://lcef.org/take-heart-scholarship/ 

LCEF offers a scholarship opportunity for high school seniors who will be full-time students of vocational 

schools, technical schools, community colleges, or four-year institutions after high school, and who are 

investors of LCEF.  

Awards will be based on the overall strength of the student’s essay response in 1,000 words or less, 

submitted with all application materials by April 15, 2019. Scholarships will be announced May 15, 2019. 

Up to nine awards, three in each amount of $3,000, $1,000, and $500, will be awarded. 

This year’s essay question: 

Social media plays a big role in our daily lives. We use it to keep in touch with friends and make new 

friends. We post pictures and videos. We use it to share what we like and what we don’t like. 

In 1,000 words or fewer, explain the positives and negatives of social media as it has impacted your life. 

As Christians, how should we conduct ourselves on social media? 

https://lcef.org/take-heart-scholarship/
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Engagement Announcement 

Pastor David Behm of Concordia Lutheran Church, Williston, ND, has announced his engagement to Miss 

Sarah Eckert (eldest daughter of Pastor Andrew and Nancy Eckert-Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

Stevensville).  Please keep this happy couple in your prayers as they prepare for a summer wedding. 

2019 LCEF Kaleidoscope Fund Grant 

The grant process opens on April 1, 2019. See https://lcef.org/kaleidoscope/ for details. 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) serves the members, congregations, schools, and rostered church 

workers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) church body. When LCEF is blessed with good 

financial performance, a small portion of its funds may be used for a variety of ministry purposes…such as 

grants. These grants were launched in 2016 as The Kaleidoscope Fund, which emphasizes a variety of 

entities and ministry purposes. 

Consistent with LCEF’s mission, The Kaleidoscope Fund seeks to fund ministry ideas that are related to the 

expansion, enrichment, and energizing of Christ’s Church versus mere maintenance (of an existing 

program, etc.). 

For 2019 grants, eligibility is limited to LCMS K-8 elementary schools. 

Applications will be received for the following four areas of Lutheran K-8 elementary school support. 

Applicants should choose only one of the following areas for grant focus: 

1. Curriculum Development  

2. Faculty Development 

3. Facility Improvement  

• For facility improvement projects, Kaleidoscope will fund up to a maximum of 50% of total 

improvement budget; the school must fund at least 50%. 

4. Endowment Creation 

• Matching fund program of $25K.  

• School must raise $25K within 18 months of application acceptance.  Any amounts less than 

$25K will not be matched. 

• Only for creation of new endowment where no existing endowments. 

What is not eligible: ongoing operating costs (including salaries), operating deficits, debt payments and/or 

tuition assistance/reimbursement. 

For 2019, funds will be granted in amounts between $15,000 and $75,000. 

Once all grant proposal summaries are received by June 14, 2019, the Kaleidoscope Fund committee will 

review them and select ministries to apply for grants. Invited schools will then submit a detailed application 

by a set deadline. Once grant recipients have been determined, announcement of the grants will be made 

in November 2019. 

https://lcef.org/kaleidoscope/
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Kids’ Kingdom Orphanage 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! In November of last year, First Lutheran Church—Missoula was 

awarded an LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund) Kaleidoscope Fund Grant in the amount of $30,000.00 

to be exclusively towards our work with Kids’ Kingdom Orphanage in Mexico! What a privilege it is to be 

given this opportunity to further God’s kingdom and serve the children in Benjamin Hill, Mexico.   

Initially, our work began in Imuris working alongside Arturo and Lilia Jimenez, the directors of Kids’ Kingdom 

orphanage. After a few years of working there with them in Imuris, they approached us about partnering 

with them to bring a dream of theirs to life. The dream was to create the same kind of loving, Christ 

centered environment for orphaned children on a little plot of land they owned in Benjamin Hill, a town 

about an hour south of Imuris. That was in October 2015.  

Generous donations from our congregation and The Farm in the Dell allowed us to finish the church, build a 

bathroom house, director’s house and the boys and girls dorms! Along with the changing landscape, the 

mission of Kids’ Kingdom—Benjamin Hill morphed as well. Not only will it be a place for orphaned children, 

it will take in some of the most unfortunate and forgotten members of Mexican society, the 

developmentally disabled.  

Receiving the Kaleidoscope Grant will allow us to furnish the dorms, the kitchen and the dining hall, as well 

as help to create a sustainable farming component that will not only provide income for continued 

operations, but most importantly, serve as a purposeful way of life for the developmentally disabled 

residents! Thanks be to God for His continuous and abundant blessings as we continue to serve our 

brothers and sisters in Christ in Mexico. 

Deaconess Sonja Reeves 

First Lutheran Church—Missoula  
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Helping the Homeless in Browning 

This summer will be the fifteenth year of Our Redeemer’s involvement in ministry to the people of the 

Browning community.  From our first experiences in July 2005 of presenting the Bible lesson of Jonah, doing 

crafts, and offering “goldfish snacks” and cold water for kids at the North American Indian Days to our 

current “Easter basket” project, we praise God for His guidance and blessings as we have endeavored to 

share Him with our neighbors across the mountains. 

While the methods of our ministry have evolved some in the past year, our goal has remained constant: to 

show God’s love to His vibrant people living on the Blackfeet Reservation.  Through the years, we have 

demonstrated God’s care and compassion in Browning through a variety of projects. Our annual booth at 

the pow wow offered a protected, free-of-charge place for kids to play, eat snacks, and enjoy time to relax 

and create while hearing Bible truths; our LWML has made regular deliveries of lovingly-stitched, warm and 

beautiful quilts, provided beneficial hygiene kits, collected and distributed donations of needed clothing and 

food for two separate facilities in Browning that serve disadvantaged children and adults in the community. 

In addition to helping these two facilities, did you know that our industrious and compassionate LWMLers 

have also assembled and delivered batches of “Welcome Layettes” (bags of fun and necessary new-baby 

items) to the Maternity Ward at Browning Hospital?  The hospital staff then presents the kits to families at 

the birth of their new babies. And, were you aware that our “Missionary Ladies” gathered and delivered 

collections of school supplies for Browning Public Schools to provide necessary materials for students at the 

start of the school year?  Wow! Impressive care ministry action by our LWML, yes? 

After 13 consecutive summers of three or four July days of busy crafting, Bible-sharing action with kids in 

our booth at the annual North American Indian Days event, liability and insurance compliance concerns 

caused us to suspend our pow wow presence in 2018, and formulate a committee that would explore 

options for our continued ministry among the Blackfeet. The committee of interested members convened 

last fall to brainstorm and discuss further outreach possibilities, and within a few weeks, God guided us 

toward encouraging opportunities to help meet some needs in the Blackfeet communities.  Through 

inquiries with the administrators of programs in the public schools specifically charged with this task of 

helping homeless families be better equipped to access education, we (Divinely) stumbled upon a role we 

could easily take on.   

The HEART (Homeless Education And Research Together) Program of Kalispell Public Schools oversees a 

continuous “drive” for clothing and food donations that are efficiently organized, displayed, and 

“warehoused” in a location known as the HEART Locker where impoverished students are brought to 

“shop” for what they need.  The dynamic leadership of this campaign and the storied generosity of Flathead 

Valley residents intersect to create the serendipitous problem of often having more donations than they 

have space to contain them.  Desiring to share their surplus and manage their available storage space, the 

HEART Program contacted its counterpart in Browning Public Schools and verified Browning’s need being 

greater than its supply. Here is where ORLC is plugged into the equation, when we are (Divinely) offered the 

role of  transporting donated supplies from Kalispell to the equivalent center in Browning. We praise God 

for causing this ideal partnership where fulfilling a simple--yet important--task that we are very willing and 

equipped to do allows us to continue our ministry among the Blackfeet.   
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So, on a bright blue-skied day last November, a small contingency of us made a journey to Browning.  

Hauling over and delivering the first trailer load of clothing and food (donations from both the HEART 

Locker and ORLC members); however, was just one goal of our trip. Of course, we wanted to build on the 

relationships and work already accomplished in past years by our LWML, so meeting with staff from the 

school, the homeless shelter, the Nurturing Center (children’s care facility) and the hospital maternity ward 

were priorities of our visit. We were welcomed warmly by cheerful, appreciative workers at each location 

as we communicated our commitment to offer ongoing help and inquired of the timing and specifics of the 

needs they faced.  I believe that witnessing the deep dedication and servant-hearts of these staff people, 

hearing the genuine expressions of gratitude relayed to us from many who had formerly received quilts, or 

hygiene kits, or layette packets, or school supplies, and having a closer view of the evident needs in the 

Browning community, served to buoy our commitment to the invaluable objectives of ORLC’s Blackfeet 

ministry. 

Since November’s inspiring visit, we have been in regular communication with the dynamic “homeless 

liaison” administrators in both Kalispell and Browning and have stood ready to participate and respond to 

whatever needs they express.  Plans and preparations continue for supplying needs at the shelters and 

layettes for the hospital; we have transported four loads of clothing and food to the school’s distribution 

center, participated in a “hygiene-item” drive so personal kits could be sent home with students for use 

during Christmas break, and are now shopping for and assembling “Easter baskets” to be gifted to 63 

homeless students on the Blackfeet Reservation. Data has been provided so the gift bags can be 

personalized appropriately for the age and gender of the recipient students.  I expect come April, when our 

next load of supplies (with the Easter surprises) traverses through the majestic grandeur of Marias Pass and 

on to Blackfeet country, soon after, 63 young faces will, at least momentarily, smile a bit brighter--having 

been touched however subtly by small tokens of God’s love, gifted to them in a colorful Easter Basket 

surprise. Praise be to God for His majestic work that He has appointed ORLC to participate in! 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

~Hebrews 13:16 (ESV) 
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Dear Pastor Forke and Friends in the Montana District,  

    Thank you for your heart to share the love of Christ with 
others, especially in Spain.  We so appreciate your on-going 
generous gifts to support “God’s Reign in Spain”, our network 
of support!   

   Because of your prayers and financial support, God is building 
His Church.  David and the other 3 pastors in Spain are 
responding to inquiries for information, they are leading New 
Member Catechism studies, baptizing, confirming, and most 
importantly, delivering God’s Word and Sacraments every 
Sunday in the Divine Service.   

    As congregations are strengthened, God is raising up men to lead.  We currently have 3 men in 
different phases of pastoral formation.  This past month we had the joy of visiting one young man, Mario, 
who is studying at Concordia Seminary of the Reformer, in the Dominican Republic.  David and Mario 
served together to bring the gifts of the Divine Service to a small congregation.  When he has finished his 
studies at the Seminary, Mario will return to his home in southern Spain and will be able to serve the San 
Pablo congregation in Sevilla.   

    It is an honor to be your hands and feet, to give voice to our shared desire to tell others about God’s 
love for them in Jesus Christ.   

Thank you for joining us in this missionary journey! 

May you continue to enjoy God’s rich blessings, 

Pastor David & Shelee Warner 

God is Faithful! 
Thank you for your prayers, and for your patience!  We asked you all to pray for us a couple of weeks ago, 
and many of you have been asking if our problems have been resolved.  Today I am thankful to be able to 
say that God has blessed us with good resolutions to both sides of the major challenges the Spanish 
Lutheran Mission was facing. ¡Alleluia! Let prayers of thanksgiving ascend.   
Our struggles came on two fronts.  First, a wire transfer of funds necessary to pay the mission´s bills 
failed to show up in our Spanish account.  We have received many similar transfers without issue in the 
past, but the one in January, fairly large, wasn´t showing up, and our Spanish bank was not being 
responsive to our queries.  Finally, after multiple efforts by many people on both sides of the Atlantic, I 
found the personal work email of an individual bank employee who I met some years ago, named 
Lola.  She investigated and was able to resolve the issue, which we were informed was caused by a 
changeover in their computer system, which created a glitch that hid our transfer.  Within a few days, we 
had the full transfer deposited in our account, and could pay our bills!  We will hang on to Lola´s email!   
     The second issue had to do with our ability to apply for residency extensions for our three 
missionaries and family members.  A series of errors, including paperwork lost after we submitted it, 
changing administrative rules, and general bureaucratic opacity, left us in a situation where we couldn´t 
even get our applications accepted, let alone approved.  We had to go through a special process to 
resolve the problem, which required several notarized documents from several church leaders, including 
one from me while on Home Service in Alabama.  
     Today we learned, after almost two months of struggle, that the principal problem has been resolved, 
and we can move forward with our applications.  So again, we ask you to join us in prayer, thanking our 
Lord for His faithfulness, and asking for His continued protection and blessing of His Mission in Spain.   



9 

Testimony on House Bill 302 amending the Montana Constitution to include a statement that life begins at 

fertilization, presented 3/19/19 by Pastor Forke to the Montana Senate Judiciary Committee.   

 While we believe that life is to be honored and supported from conception to grave because it is a gift of 

God, in this testimony I appeal only to natural law.  

 Today I would like to present you with four interesting ironies that result in four questions I think would 

be beneficial to you as you deliberate the question of House Bill 302.  

 First irony.  One of the most pressing issues facing America today is the issue of climate change.  In 

regard to this debate, all parties seek to base their arguments on science.  Science is important.  In fact, 

one of the worst names one could be called is a “science denier.”  So, it strikes me as ironic that when it 

comes to the issue of baby persons, one side is not interested in the science.  The scientific fact is that all 

the biological characteristics of everything that baby person is or will be are already present at fertilization.   

 Four things will change:  Size, the baby person will change in size.  I submit that our size is always 

fluctuating and our personhood ought not depend on our size.  Location, the baby person will move from 

inside the womb to the outside.  I submit that our location is always fluctuating and our personhood ought 

not depend on our location. Maturity, the baby person will improve in maturity.  I submit that our maturity 

is always fluctuating and our personhood ought not depend on our maturity.  Dependence, the baby 

person is completely dependent on its mother and it will become less dependent.  I submit that our level of 

dependence is always fluctuating and our personhood ought not be accorded on the basis of our level of 

dependence.  This irony should lead you to ask the question, “What does science say about the 

personhood of the baby?” 

 Second irony.  In the United States corporations have been granted the rights of personhood that baby 

persons do not have.  That means that the abortion industry corporations have more rights than do the 

babies they abort.  This irony should lead you to ask the question, “Just who deserves protection?”   

 Third irony.  The United States has sunk to zero natural population growth. Fewer babies are being born 

than the number of people dying.  We are not even replacing ourselves.  If we were wolves we would be on 

the endangered species list.  It strikes me as ironic that we are so concerned about the fertility rate of 

wolves and not concerned about the fertility rate of people, because we are intent on aborting so many.  

This irony should lead you to ask the question, “Will we insist on abortion to the point of our own 

extinction.?” 

 Fourth irony.  Another pressing issue facing our country is that of women’s rights.  Under the banner of 

the #Me Too movement we have been forced to recognize that we have not granted women the same 

rights we have given to men.  So, it strikes me as ironic that those opposing this amendment seem to forget 

about the roughly 300,000 baby women persons that are aborted every year in the United States, to say 

nothing of the 300,000 baby men persons.  In a few moments they will come to this podium, under the 

banner of women’s rights and they will deny the biological science regarding personhood, they will side 

with the large corporations of the abortion industry, they will ignore the perils of our low fertility rate, and 

they will turn a blind eye to the rights of the 300,000 baby women persons who are aborted annually.  This 

irony should lead you to ask the question, “Is this issue really about women’s rights?” 

 I hope these four questions will lead your deliberation to the irrefutable conclusion that baby persons 

matter, and you will vote to move this bill to the floor, and then to the people of Montana.  
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The Thompsons - Serving God in West Africa, Sierra Leone 

Lenten greetings dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We are thankful to be able to send our newsletter to you. Please feel free to share it with others, and 

make copies available for folks at church.  

We are keeping plenty busy, especially with the cataloging of books for the new library, building shelves, 

desks, and table, and preparing for the next class session taking place beginning mid-March. Angie will be 

teaching reading comprehension and writing skills. She will also be orienting students and teachers to the 

library. I will be teaching a class on Introduction to Lutheran Worship and a class on Evangelism. God is 

blessing our time together with these dear people here in Sierra Leone. Thanks be to God. 

We keep you all in our thoughts and prayers, and pray also for so many circumstances, especially the 

tremendous flooding that has taken place, and may yet come. We pray especially that God watch over 

and help all those who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; and to protect and guide all who travel. 

In the name of Jesus. 

Peace to you in Christ, 
Rev. Douglas and Angela Thompson 

Alliance Defending Freedom—Church Alliance 

The Montana District has partnered with Alliance Defending Freedom-Church Alliance (ADF).  This 

partnership allows member congregations of the Montana District to join ADF at a 20% discounted rate, for 

as long as the Montana District continues its partnership with ADF.  Please contact the District office for the 

discount code.  

This organization’s purpose is to: “provide practical legal help to protect the religious freedom of your 

church” (https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/purpose). 

Some benefits of membership include (https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/benefits): 

• Legal review of church bylaws and policies, related to protecting the church’s religious liberty 

• Direct access to attorneys to answer questions about protecting the church’s religious liberty 

Specialized resources (webinars and newsletters) tailored to protecting the religious liberty of the Church 

For more information, pricing and a membership application (https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/join-

today), please visit: www.adfchurchalliance.org  

https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/purpose
https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/benefits
https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/join-today
https://www.adfchurchalliance.org/join-today
http://www.adfchurchalliance.org
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Petal Pushers 

In the last issue of Montana Reflections there was an article about two women from Glendive who were 

“Petal Pushers.”  In addition to Peggy and Penny there was a member from St. John’s, Libby in California 

pushing petals.  Freda Howard has gone there three times—in 2008, 2013 and 2018. 

Her sister Ellie Mena from Iowa, is employed by Iowa District West and has organized groups to California 

since 20016.  The 2018 group consisted of 28 volunteers mostly from western Iowa with Montana, Kansas, 

Illinois and Florida represented. 

They arrived at the Ontario airport on Dec. 28 and traveled to Anaheim to their motel.  Not much time for 

sleeping.  They were up early on Saturday morning to decorate floats.  They had so many volunteers willing 

to work it was a slow process to get their assignment.  Most of the group, including Freda and her brother 

from Kansas, spend the day working on Mrs. Meyer’s Cleaning Day float.  There weren't too many of her 

group that got to work on the Lutheran Hour float.  People like Patti Ross, LWML President and her 

husband, Rev. Zeigler, Luth. Hour Speaker and his dad, as well as a tour group of LCMS dignitaries were 

there working on Saturday. 

Sunday morning the group worshipped at Zion Lutheran in Anaheim.  The afternoon was spent shopping at 

a 99 cent store for personal hygiene items.  They were taken to the Union Rescue Mission in Skid Row on 

Thursday.  From 4:00 to 11:00 it was back to work on the floats.  When things were slow at Mrs. Meyer’s 

Freda checked out what was happening at Luther Hour.  Some women were adding roses in the back below 

Luther’s Seal.  Freda was excited that she was able to put in about two dozen red roses.  Later in the 

evening she and two other women decorated the back of the piano used for the Opening Act of the Rose 

Parade. 

Monday morning was spent in the hotel organizing stuff for the homeless and emptying the 28 suitcases 

brought by the group.  Suitcase were filled with donated items for the shelter and left there for use by the 

homeless…. 

Thursday was the “Servant Event Day” at the mission in LA.  Some people worked in the kitchen, others 

passed out Bibles and items like soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, etc.  Freda and five others spent the day in 

the Children’s Activity Room.  They played games, colored, made crafts and  read to the children who came 

to them.  The most important thing the group got to do was tell the children about Jesus and how much He 

loves them.  Since there were more than 300 children at the shelter it was surprising that only ten showed 

up.  God sent the children that He wanted us to meet. 

Rev. Armond D. Schoof—Called to Glory: February 12, 2019 

Rev. Armond D. Schoof (Emeritus) was called to glory on Tuesday, February 12, 2019. He served Zion, 

Detroit and Trinity, Monroe as teacher and principal until 1977. He then vicared at St. Paul's Lutheran 

Church (Park City, Mont.), was ordained in 1979, and served St. Paul's in Park City and St. Paul's in 

Columbus, Mont. Upon retirement, he served as a substitute preacher for several churches in Metro 

Detroit and surrounding areas. 

The funeral was held on Tuesday, February 19 at Grace Lutheran Church in Monroe, MI. 
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Saturday, May 4, 2019 
Trinity, Billings and First, Missoula 

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Follow the Leader 

What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of 

peace will be with you (Philippians 4:9). 

Join us! 

The LWML has, does, and will continue to “Follow the Leader”—our Savior Jesus. 
Join us as LWML presenters bring training resources to women and church workers in Montana. 

We want to equip current and future leaders to continue to share Jesus within their communities and throughout 
the world. 

 Eastern Region meets at Trinity Lutheran Church, 537 Grand Avenue, in Billings; register numbers attending to 
rowdymyrt@hotmail.com 

 Western Region meets at First Lutheran Church, 2808 South Avenue West, in Missoula; register numbers 

attending to deaconesssonja@gmail.com 

 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 Lunch and materials provided 

 Bring your Bible for Bible study 

 Sponsored by the LWML Montana District 

 Gatherings will replace all Spring Zone Rallies 

First Lutheran Church’s LWML assembled 93 Birthday Bags. The bags are delivered to the Missoula Food Bank, and 

given to families with children having a birthday!  
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