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Do Not Be Anxious
When you wake up in the middle of the night because your heart is doing funny things, you might become a little
anxious. When you spend the next couple of hours trying to decide whether or not to wake up your wife to take you
to the hospital, you have time to imagine the worst. When they admit you into the hospital because it is not just
your imagination, but there really is something wrong with your heart, you cease to hope that they are wrong and
begin to hope you have a future. When, after two days in the hospital, they send you home wearing a heart
monitor, and tell you they need 2-3 weeks of more evidence before they can tell you what is wrong, you might freak
out wondering what tomorrow would bring. There were a couple of dark days for me in early December.
I am sure that many of you have suffered events like this, times when health, or finances, or relationships, or
death brought such trauma into your life that time itself was affected. Such events create a sort of herky-jerky
nature to reality where time speeds up and slows down at will. Now the tedium of waiting is about to drive you out
of your mind. Now you cannot keep your mind from racing ahead to all the bad things that tomorrow and next
week and next year are going bring upon your head. This is a common ailment of sinners. The anxiety emanating
from such experiences is itself a challenge to faith. How is our faith to survive? The only thing that sustained me
was the promises of God’s Word. Here is one of them.
“Therefore, I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of
the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why
are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them
all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to
you. Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.” Matthew 6:25–34
(ESV)
Sometimes God’s provision is quickly evident. I am now on medication that manages the symptoms of my heart
problem, and will soon undergo a procedure that is supposed to be a cure. At other times the provision appears to
stay its arrival, or to be in meager supply. The answer is yet the same. God promises to take care of His own. “He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”
Romans 8:32 (ESV) Even in your darkest days God’s Word in Christ Jesus brings life.
Rev. Terry Forke
Montana District President

Around the District

District President’s Calendar
Feb 1:

Crusader’s Feast, Billings

Feb 3-8:

COP meeting, Asheville, NC

Feb 10:

Trinity, Harlowton

Rev. Darold Reiner continues to serve as vacancy
pastor of St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish.

St. Paul, Roundup
Feb 11:

Southern Circuit Winkel

Feb 17:

OV: St. John, Laurel

Feb 20:

Call meeting, Shepherd of
the Valley, Thompson Falls

Feb 24:

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Thompson
Falls is in the call process. Rev. Larson continues to
serve as vacancy pastor.

Trinity, Harlowton
St. Paul, Roundup

Mar 3:

OV: Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, Belgrade/Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Three Forks

Mar 6:

Ash Wednesday

Rev. James Koss continues to serve as vacancy
pastor of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings, as
they are in the call process for a senior pastor.
Pastor Edwin Iverson was called to glory on Friday,
February 1, 2019. He and his wife Janet are
members of Mt. Olive, Billings.
Rev. Russell Fitch was installed as pastor to Messiah
Lutheran Church, Missoula and Trinity Lutheran
Church, Superior, on February 10, 2019.

Health Update

Mar 14-15: Regional COP Meeting, Sioux
Falls, SD

Rev. Larson surgery on his heart was a success. He is
recovering well in the hospital in Missoula. Please give
thanks to God and ask for a speedy recovery.

Mar 17:

Rev. Bob Mitchell was diagnosed with hemicrania
continua. He is receiving treatment, and is on the road
to recovery. Praise be to God!

Trinity Lutheran Church,
Billings 100th Anniversary
Celebration

Bundle of Joy

Bundle of Joy

Pastor Marcus and Jill Williams welcomed
Joanna Elaine, born February 14th at 12:27
AM. She weighs 7 lbs 4.5 oz and measured
19 inches. Mother and daughter are doing
well. Congratulations to the Williams
family!

Henry James Mavis, grandson to Pastor James and
Christine Mavis, Zion Lutheran Church, Whitehall, was
born on Thursday, January 31st in Henderson, NV, to
Isaac and Stephanie Mavis. Congratulations to the
Mavis family!

2019 Quad Circuit Conference
The 2019 Quad Circuit Conference will be held on May 14-16 at Peace Lutheran Church in Great Falls. (A
spring date has been chosen this year to make traveling easier for both the speaker and participants than
the traditional winter date.) The presenter will be Dr. Peter Scaer. His presentation is entitled "Confessing
the Christian Faith in the Public Square” and will address such topics as religious freedom, life issues,
marriage issues, transgenderism, and more. More information to follow.
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Around the District
Called to Glory
Rev. Edwin Iverson was called to glory on Friday, February 1, 2019. Please keep his wife, Janet in your
prayers. His memorial service will be held at Mr. Olive Lutheran Church, Billings on Monday, February 18 th
at 10am.
Pastor Iverson served mostly with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod except for a six year period in the
Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. He served in the following places: Norfolk, NE; Eden, ID; Mt.
Angel, OR; Schuyler, NE; Rapid City, SD; Boscobel, WI; and La Valle, WI. He retired in 2009 due to health
issues. He continued to preach occasionally and help in various churches. For the full biography, please
visit: http://www.cfgbillings.com/family/iverson/

The Church Council for Shepherd of The Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson Falls, MT was
installed January 13, 2019 during the Worship Service.
Shepherd of the Valley is calling a pastor and are fervently
praying that the Lord would provide them with a full time
pastor soon. May God answer their prayers positively and
let us all pray for them as well. Congratulations to the
Church Council and God's Richest Blessings on their service
to our Triune God and SOTV congregation!
Pictured L-R: Ray McKinnon, Julaine Markquart, Dave Paske,
Bill Beck, Roland Sweatman, Mindy Wilson - not pictured Randy Hojem.
Trinity Lutheran Church, 529 Grand Avenue, Billings, Montana
100th Anniversary (1919-2019) Celebration
March 17, 2019
Festival Worship at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
The Rev. Richard Thompson, pastor emeritus, preacher
Brunch Banquet to follow at the Double Tree, 27 North 27th Street
Meal beginning at 12:30 p.m.
Montana District Pres. Terry Forke, main speaker
Ticketed reservations are necessary:
•
•

on-line at: trinitybillings.org (please submit payment to the church office or at the door)
or purchase at the church office
Adults 13 and older = $16, youth 6-12 = $8, children 5 and younger free.

ALL need to be registered. The cost of banquet must accompany the registration.
The deadline for reservations is Friday, March 8th.
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News from the Schlund Family, Serving the Lord in Mexico
We hosted a Deaconess Conference in the city of Matamoros. The
topic was deaconess ministry. It was a good introduction to the role
and work of deaconesses within the context of the church. We had
participants from Monterrey, Mexico City, and the cities close to
Matamoros. The teacher for the conference was Deaconess Danelle
Putnam who serves in the Dominican Republic. Another Deaconess
conference was held in Tijuana with Pastor Conrad in attendance.
All the Deaconess candidates thoroughly enjoyed the conference and the fellowship. We are looking forward to
having more deaconess conferences in the future. If you are interested in supporting this effort, please contact
Andrew.

In January, we went to Saint Louis for Andrew’s Trinitarian Theology class at Concordia Seminary. Andrew is
working on his Masters of Sacred Theology and has one class left. Charlotte enjoyed the snow and spending time
with her grandparents.

Dear Friends in Christ,
We regularly ask you to pray for us and the Lutheran Mission in Spain. We are right now in the midst of some
frustrating bureaucratic processes that are making the work difficult, and must be resolved for us to continue in
the work.
Could you pause right now and pray with us?
Lord God, you are all powerful, a God of order and not of chaos.
In your holy Name, we pray against Satan's attacks on the Mission in Spain, in all the many forms the evil one
uses.
We ask you today to intervene specifically in the government processes that are currently in limbo, and the
banking issues that are hindering the smooth operation of the church in Spain and the work of the
missionaries.
Lord, give courage and fortitude to the church members, the lawyer who is helping us, the missionaries and all
those who are working to resolve these issues. We ask you Lord to go before them and clear the clutter that
Satan has created; give them success in their efforts today.
We thank you Lord that you see and know the difficulties that we are experiencing and that you are in
control. Give the cheerful confidence that we should have, for in your Son you have already won every victory
for us, and guaranteed our eternity.
We ask all of this in the Name above every Name, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
Amen.

Thank you, friends, for your prayers for the Mission in Spain!
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Preus Family Update*
Pastor has just returned form the mission field in Santiago, Dominican Republic to join
the family in snowy and cold Montana where Jenny and kids have been living for the
past month with David's parents. During this time, Jenny has established care with a
physician and the kids are attending public school for one semester. David plans to be
here now for three weeks having just arrived Saturday night, and so we excitedly await
the birth and baptismal rebirth of our baby boy! We will surely send an announcement
when the baby is born so that you can share in our joy! As always we appreciate your
continued words of encouragement, your financial support for mission work, and
especially your prayers for our family's health and welfare during this time. To fill you
in on the past month, Pastor Preus brought us to his parent's home in Montana where
Jenny and kids have been spoiled by lots of attention, home-cooking, and care from
grandparents since their arrival! David returned to the mission field soon after dropping them off to continue with
preaching and teaching in Palmar Arriba and at the seminary. Lord willing, he will return again to Santiago soon after
the baby's birth for the start of the spring seminary quarter, while Jenny begins the travel/immigration process for
the new baby and the kids finish their school year. *Update: Lars Jacob was born on February 14!

Installation Service
Rev. Russell Fitch was installed on February 10th at 5:30pm, at Messiah Lutheran Church to serve multi-parish
congregations, Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula and Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior. Welcome Pastor Fitch!

Top Row L-R: Pastor David Johnson, Pastor Andrew Eckert, Pastor Erik Iverson, Pastor Vern Sandersfeld
Bottom Row L-R: Pastor Ray Wiegert, Pastor Russell Fitch, Pastor Christopher Tabbert, Pastor Ray Larson

The Church Interpreter Training Institute (CITI) program will take place from June 13
to June 16, 2019, on the campus of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne,
Ind.
CITI has been serving the Church by equipping church interpreters and providing
Deaf ministry training to reach Deaf people with the Gospel of Christ for more than
30 years.
Continuing education credits for RID (Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf)
interpreters is in process. For more information or to register for this summer’s program go to:
www.lutheranfriendsofthedeaf.org/citi or email Deaconess Heidi Sias at hsias@millneck.org
We look forward to seeing you this summer!
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Conference on Creation and Education in the LCMS!
May 2-4, 2019

Ascension Lutheran Church, Littleton, CO
Early Bird Registration starts February 1, 2019
For information on the Schedule, Pricing and Reservations, see:
Speakers Include:
•

Dr. Jason Lisle, Biblical Science Institute

•

Mr. Mike Riddle, Creation Training Initiative

•

Dr. Dean O. Wenthe, President, Concordia University System

•

President David Maier, Michigan District, LCMS

•

President Terry Forke, Montana District, LCMS

•

President John C. Wille, South Wisconsin District, LCMS

•

Dr. David Adams, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

•

Dr. Joel Heck, Concordia University, Texas

•

Reverend Joshua Scheer, President & Editor-In- Chief, Steadfast Lutherans

•

Dr. Barbara Helmkamp, Ph.D., Physics, Faculty, Veritas Academy

St Paul’s, Park City, beautifies God’s house
In January, St. Paul’s had their over 38-year old Lexan-plexiglass exterior
covers to their eight beautiful stained-glass windows about Jesus’ life
replaced with clear glass exteriors. The Lexan covers had yellowed and
become scratched by wind-blown debris over the decades. They did not
allow people outside the church to see the stained-glass. Also, they filtered
out the amount of light allowed through the stained-glass into the nave.
Three workmen from the original stained-glass installation company in
1981, Willet Hauser/Associated Crafts, took advantage of mid-January’s
mild winter weather working over seven days cleaning the stained-glass
and installing the new clear glass covers, as in the attached picture. The
result is sparkling clear sunlight reaching the stained-glass unfiltered,
lighting up and dazzling the brilliant colors of the pictures of Christ that are
splashed across the nave. Members have commented that the church looks
and feels brand new. The congregation is experimenting with ways to lowly
and efficiently light the interior of the church at night so people in Park City
can see the colors and pictures of the windows from the outside.
Two windows needed minor reinforcement of slightly, non-emergency
bulging glass and lead framing, that was the beginning concern of the
project. However, the congregation decided to make an overall restoration and upgrade to the original beauty of
the windows.
The project cost $22,139. The congregation raised $269 more than that last summer, and so was able to pay the
bill in full without incurring any debt. Glory be to God for blessing us to care for His house in Park City!
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Rose Bowl/Petal Pushers
Peggy Iba and Penny Johnson from Our Savior Lutheran Church in Glendive
were among 4200 volunteers who signed up with the Petal Pushers to work
on floats for the Rose Parade. The Petal Pushers are the largest and most
recognizable volunteer float decorators in operation.
The Southern District of the International Lutheran Layman's League/LHM
has entered a float for 69 of the 130 years of the Rose Parade. It is the only
Christian float in the parade and the mission statement: "To provide a
Christian witness and hope in Jesus Christ to the unchurched, who view the
float in person and through the media," is sharing love and joy to 450 million
people worldwide.
This year the theme "Melody of Life" was achieved in the LHM float by proclaiming "Joy to the World the Lord is
Come" as their motto and was sung by those attending the informal Sunday morning worship with the Lutheran
Hour Speaker, Pastor Ziegler, of Lutheran Hour Ministries. The 4200 volunteer Petal Pushers were able to help
assemble 9 other floats for other organizations and companies. It was very interesting for Peggy and Penny to
watch the floats as they progressed throughout the four days they were there and watch the dynamics of working
together with so many volunteers and Crew Chiefs.
The floats have to be completely covered with flowers or other natural material such as
leaves, bark, and many varieties of seeds and beans, so many of the floats had already
been covered with dried materials earlier in December. Some volunteers filled vials of
water with stems of roses or other flowers. Others cut petals off flowers or plumped
them up, or applied glue to the flower backs.
The float Peggy and Penny worked on the most was The City of Alhambra which had
held a contest to determine their theme. It was won by a 4th grade girl and was called
"Home Tweet Home," which won the Princess Award, the most outstanding floral
presentation among entries 35 feet and under in length. They also pressed petals for
the Wells Fargo float, a most tedious task.
On the day before the parade when the judges arrived, there was a mad rush to jab the
vials of flowers into the color-coded bases of the floats.
The Lutheran Hour Float and 18 other floats were being
assembled in the big warehouse where the ladies worked, so it was fascinating to see
how they all progressed each day. Scaffolding covered each float, leaving alleyways
for tours of people who came through periodically. For two days after the parade
one can pay $15 to view the floats in Pasadena Park.
The ladies developed a great appreciation for the work that goes into the making of
these flowered covered floats that averaged 7000 hours of labor and $250,000.
Because of the huge audience worldwide, float builders think it is well worth the
investment to share their message. For more information on being a petal pusher,
go to www.petalpushers.org
- Peggy Iba & Penny Johnson, members of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Glendive.

Open House
Trinity Lutheran School: 2808 Belvedere Dr—Billings
Kindergarten Open House
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 @ 6:30-8pm

www.trinitybillings.org
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March for Life
January 18, 2019, Washington DC

Do you sometimes feel like hanging out with a half million people who think the same way you think about life?
Do have a hankering to confess to the world that life is a gift of God and that we should honor it as such? Wouldn’t
it be fun if you do all that together with a bunch of LCMSers who are intent on sharing the love and forgiveness of
Jesus, while getting a little exercise? Then the March for Life is for you. March for Life is an annual event that was
born in Washington DC and has spawned other marches across the country. The LCMS Life Conference is held every
other year in conjunction with the National March for Life in Washington DC. I, and around 350 other members of
LCMS congregations attended this year.
We opened on a good note with worship and a sermon from Pastor Christopher Esget, fifth vice-president of the
LCMS, who reminded us that we were there not to protest, but to confess Jesus as the Lord of life. From there we
attended the rally on the national mall. We heard from many politicians who are for life. One of them was our own
Steve Daines, who initiated the Life Caucus in the national Senate. They reminded us of the many opportunities to
speak and work for life.
Then the march began. It takes a long time to get a half million people moving. Eventually, we slowly made our
way up Capitol Hill, singing and rejoicing in life. The LCMS group stays together throughout the march and ends
together on the steps of the Supreme Court building where we pray that the Lord of life will have mercy and change
the hearts and minds of people so that laws can be changed to protect life from conception to grave.
The world pays little attention to confessions on behalf of life. Indeed, you may not have seen a single news item
about one of the largest marches to take place annually in Washington DC. Still the people of God gather to pray
and give thanks for life. Maybe someday you can join us, bring your family or your church youth group. This is an
event that will leave a mark on your spirit.
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Welcome
Henry James Mavis
(Son of Isaac and Stephanie Mavis)
(Grandson of Pastor James and Christine Mavis—St. Mark, Butte)
Birthday: Thursday, January 31, 2019

(Henry and big sister, Heidi)

Welcome
Lars Jacob Preus
Birthday: Thursday, February 14, 9:41am
Weight: 7lbs, 13oz
Length: 20.5 in
Baptized into Christ: Sunday, February 17

(Rolf, Rebekah, Lars, Hans, Pastor Preus, Jenny, Soren, Leif,
Andreas, Lena

Welcome
Joanna Elaine Williams
Birthday: Thursday, February 14, 12:27am
Weight: 7lbs, 4.5oz
Length: 19 in
Baptized into Christ: Sunday, February 17

(Pastor Williams, Ephraim, Jill, Joanna, Patrick)
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