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 This summer I spent, (not nearly enough) time building 

an addition to my garage.  I am not trained in concrete, 

framing, roofing or wiring, but I enjoy all those things.  So I 

set about to build.  Fortunately, the city of Billings 

maintains building codes.  That means that what I am 

building must be approved by a building inspector.  He will 

ensure that my work is done correctly.  If he tells me I did 

something wrong I have no choice but to fix it.  I cannot 

tell him to go away.  I cannot tell him to go inspect 

somewhere else.   For safety’s sake, standards must be 

enforced regarding the stability and fortitude of buildings. 

Though I may like the idea of being my own boss, I know 

that such standards are good for my family, and for 

whoever might live in the house after us.  

 Meeting standards that are imposed on us by someone 

else is not pleasant.  The Old Testament Prophet, Amos, 

found out, the hard way, how much people object to this.  

When Amos recounted the sins of the people of Israel, 

proclaimed that God was setting up a plumb line, and that 

judgment was on the way, the king’s assistant, Amaziah, 

told Amos to take a hike.  “O seer, go, flee away to the 

land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy 

there, but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 

king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom” Amos 

7:12–13 (ESV).  Amaziah and King Jeroboam did not want 

to submit to God’s standards for building righteous lives.   

 Neither do we!  Sometimes we would prefer the Word 

would go away.  If the Word won’t go away, then we will.  

That is the easiest way to avoid confrontation by a 

standard we don’t like. If we don’t attend Church or Bible 

Class we may not be accosted by the plumb line of God’s 

standard.   

 Or perhaps, our ears get filled with other voices.  

Sometimes the cares and the desires of the world get so 

loud that we cannot hear what God has to say.  We may 

not act as forthrightly as Amaziah, but allowing ourselves 

to get carried away by the cares of the world has the same 

effect.    

 On the other hand Amaziah may still be lurking in our 

churches.  My Pastors report being asked to lighten up on 

preaching about abortion or homosexuality because a 

wealthy member has children involved in such sin.  My 

principals tell stories of being asked not to teach about 

baptism or the Lord’s Supper so that the child of a non-

Lutheran will be more comfortable in the school.  “O seer, 

flee away.”  We don’t want to hear that Word.  

 Interestingly, when the building inspector looks at my 

garage he only checks to see that the codes are followed.  

He does not examine whether garage is plumb or square.  

He wields the power of the law, but he has no power to 

govern my life.  The plumb line of God’s Word is much 

more powerful.  

 The Word, Jesus, will not give up.  He will not go away.  

He continues to pursue us to make us His own.  This Word 

is very powerful.  It not only tells us that our lives have not 

met the standard of righteousness God has established, it 

also provides the remedy.  Jesus accomplished at least 

two actions to bring you into code.  He lived a holy life 

that was without infraction.  In Jesus we see the righteous 

life that God intended for His people.  In addition, He 

sacrificed His sinless life for your sinful one.  By doing so, 

the righteous life of Jesus is accounted as yours.  

 God sends Pastors and teachers to us to proclaim both 

law and Gospel, so that we may receive the gift of the 

righteousness of Christ.  We do not tell them to go away.  

We listen, so that our lives may be built properly, not by 

us but by Jesus.  

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 

“O Seer, Go, Flee Away”  
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Around the District 

Rev. David Behm of Trinity Lutheran Church, Morris 

Plains, New Jersey has accepted the call to serve as 

sole pastor of Concordia Lutheran Church, Williston, 

ND.  Many thanks to Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus who has 

served as the vacancy pastor. 

Rev. Russell Fitch of St. Peter, Hannover, ND and Zion, 

New Salem, ND, has declined the call to Shepherd of 

the Valley Lutheran Church.  Rev. Larson continues to 

serve as vacancy pastor.  

Dual parish, Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, and 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula are in the call 

process for a pastor.  Rev. Andrew Eckert continues to 

serve as the vacancy pastor for Trinity, and Rev. 

Vernon Sandersfeld continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor for Messiah. 

Rev. Darold Reiner is serving as the vacancy pastor of 

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish. 

Rev. James Koss is serving as the vacancy pastor of 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings. 

Vicar Lakowsky is serving St. John, Laurel, under the 

supervision of Rev. Arlo Pullmann. 

Rev. Rolf Preus returned the call to Faith Lutheran 

Church, Silver Bay, Minnesota.  He continues to serve 

as pastor of St. John Lutheran Church, Fairview and 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney. 

District President’s Calendar 

Oct 7:  OV: St. Paul, Ronan 

Oct 14: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Oct 19: BOD meeting: Billings 

Oct 23-25: Pastors Conference: Big  

   Fork, MT  

Oct 28: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Nov 4: OV: Redeemer Lutheran,  

   Anaconda 

Nov 11: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Nov 12-18: COP/LCEF Meetings, San  

   Diego, CA 

Nov 25: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Dec 2:  OV: St. John, Fairfield/ 

   Zion, Power 

Dec 9:  Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Transfers and Roster Changes 

Dr. Julie Lane Tudor transferred to the Montana 

District from the Pacific Southwest District as a 

commissioned worker, candidate status.  Welcome 

Julie! 

Installation Service 

Pastor David Behm's installation is on 

November 11, 2018 at 4pm at 

Concordia Lutheran  Church, Williston, 

ND.  
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Rev. William Bliese (emeritus) has suffered a heart attack.   

Pastor Adam Salinas (St. John Lutheran Church, Fairfield/Zion Lutheran Church, Power) was involved 

in a rollover accident on Tuesday, October 30th.  His collar broken was broken and he suffered from a 

fractured lumbar vertebrae.  

Please keep our pastors and their families in your prayers as they recovers. 

Reverend Robert Weishoff (Emeritus) was called to glory on Saturday, 

October 20, 2018. 

Viewing will be at Creel Funeral Home, Thursday, October 25th, 4:00 to 

6:00 p.m. Memorial Service will be at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Lewistown, MT, Friday, October 26th, 11a.m. Lunch will follow at church; 

interment at Stanford Cemetery afterward.  

In lieu of flowers, make donations to Lutheran Seminary in Ethiopia 

(Stinnett mission), c/o St. Paul Lutheran Church, 125 C St., Lewistown, 

MT 59457. 

Rev. Weishoff was born in 1935 in Black Creek, Wisconsin.  He received 

his education through Wartburg College and Seminary, and Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN.  His first call was to Christ Lutheran, Irvington, NE, after which 

he served various congregations in California before he came to serve the multiple parish of Trinity, 

Stanford, Our Savior, Denton, and St. Paul, Lewistown.  Prior to his death, Rev. Weishoff was serving 

as the supervising pastor to Pastor Mark Wiegert, as he completed his SMP training to serve the 

multi-parish.  Rev. Weishoff is survived by his wife, Lois, their four children, and numerous 

grandchildren.   

Arrangements are with Creel Funeral Home. Please share memories and condolences 

at www.creelfuneralhome.com 

Prayers 

6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

~Philippians 4:6-7 

http://www.creelfuneralhome.com/
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Excerpt from: The Thompsons—Missionaries in Sierra Leone 

Dear Faithful Saints in Christ Jesus, 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are back in Sierra Leone after a much needed and fruitful trip home. There was so much packed 
into the time that we were there: medical appointments, visits, a wedding, and a very quick road 
trip to coordinate barrel shipments…and it went all too fast! It was good to spend time with family, 
friends, and our congregation at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Billings. As always, we thank God 
for the great welcome, refreshment, and encouragement given through the blessings of friendships 
and ultimately, through coming together around His Word and Sacrament.  

Our medical appointments went well and we are in good health. Angie’s eye is doing OK, needing 
regular yearly check-ups (that goes for both of us!). Rev. Thompson received much needed physical 
therapy which will be ongoing and helpful for his needs. Please continue to pray that our health 
remains strong. 

The highlight of the trip, of course, was the wedding of our son, 
Richard, and his new wife, Jessica.  It was a joyous occasion and we 
pray God’s blessings on them as they begin their new life together 
and in Christ.  We were also very blessed to be able to spend time 
with our daughter, Krista, and her boyfriend, Zach.  We are also 
very thankful to have been able to spend time with extended, out-
of-town family: Doug’s parents, siblings, and his aunt; we had a lot 
of fun! 

We were also able to arrange for books to be shipped to Sierra 
Leone in 55 gallon barrels. This involved a lot of coordination with 
several congregations, as well as a quick drive from Montana to 
Wisconsin and back, all in 4 days! Rev. Thompson was able to meet the Sierra Leonian, Sheku 
Kamara, the man who lives in Wisconsin, who coordinates the shipment for us.  The barrels should 

be arriving in Freetown sometime around December 16.  

We thank God for generous book donations from our supporting 
congregations and pastors: Rev. Kevin Jennings-Mount Olive, Corpus 
Christi, Texas (Walther’s Law & Gospel); Rev. Josh Heimbuck-Holy 
Trinity, Logan, Utah (The Lutheran Study Bible, paperback edition); Rev. 
Gerald Heinecke-Prince of Peace, Buffalo, Wyoming (Book of Concord, 
pocket edition); and Rev. Dan Mulholland-Shepherd of the Valley, Fort 
Bridger, Wyoming (2017 Small Catechism, spiral bound).  

These books, in particular the Holy Scriptures, are the backbone of our 
teaching endeavor for seminary level training here in Sierra Leone. 
They are the “personal library” that each student will receive. We 

thank God for the supply of these books so that the CELC-SL may move forward in their theological 
education for the training of pastors...  

A blessed Reformation Day to you all. 

Your missionaries in Christ, 

Re. Doug & Angie Thompson 
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Excerpt from: The Stinnetts—The Evangel in Ethiopia 

Addis Ababa—The fall semester is now in full swing. I am teaching two 

classes at the MA level, Worship: Theory and Practice as well as 

Practical Theology. These are both classes that I have taught in the 

past and feel well prepared for. I have a good idea of the issues most 

relevant to the EECMY and the kind of questions my students will ask. 

I am also teaching a class in a new program called Post-Graduate 

Diploma (PGD). This program is designed for students who have 

already earned a Bachelor degree in a secular field but now want to 

study theology and become professional church workers. It is a one-

year intensive program providing the theological training that would 

come with the Bachelor of Theology degree, but none of the general 

education classes since these students would have already covered 

those in their previous degree program. For the PGD program, I am 

teaching a class on Biblical Reading and Interpretation. I have taught 

similar classes on the same topic for both the MA and BTh programs 

and am therefore well prepared for this class as well.  

In addition to my teaching, I am advising three MA students on their 

thesis work. All three have good ideas for topics that 

address very relevant topics to their home areas; the 

interaction and relationship between church and 

government, changing life-style and morality issues among 

the youth, and evaluating the effectiveness and adequacy of 

teaching in new member classes. I will be meeting regularly 

with these student as they 

begin to conduct their 

research and write their 

papers.  

I love the beginning of the 

fall semester. It is a joy to 

meet the new incoming 

students, their enthusiasm and excitement to be here is quite infectious. 

The returning MA students bring with them a theological maturity that 

wasn’t there yet in the first year, and their sense of urgency to learn as 

much as possible before graduating in only two more semesters serves to 

reinforce for me the seriousness of why we are here. This is quickly 

becoming my favorite time of year. I thank God that I am here, doing 

what He has given me to do.  

Rev. Stinnett teaching at the Mekane 

Yesus Seminary n Addis 

Pictured R to L: Rev. Eric Stinnett, Deaconess 
Sandra Rhein (LCMS hymnal consultant), Mekdes 
(Amharic teacher) working on a hymnal for the 
EECMY 

Johanna, Levi, and Luke (his first 
day of Kindergarten)  
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Except from: God’s Reign in Spain:  

The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner (Oct/Nov 2018) 

Thank You! from Camila 

     Camila, from Finland, was raised in the Lutheran church.  She married a 
Spaniard, Javier, and moved to Sevilla 17 years ago.  As there was no 
Lutheran church, no local congregation where she could receive God’s gifts, 
she cherished her summer visits home when she could attend worship 
services.  
     In the fall of 2017, she used google and found the IELE website and 
contacted David.  After study with David and Pastor Juan, she was 
admitted into membership! She often expresses her thankfulness 
to  us for having this new church family in Spain, and sent us the 
following note and photo this past summer while she was in Finland 
on vacation:  
     “If you look at the picture above well, at the foot of the belfry there 
is something that looks like an image of a saint ("What an ugly saint!" 
exclaimed my mother-in-law when she saw him). In fact, it is a piggy 
bank in the form of a poor man, to give alms to the poor. There is a 
similar one in many of the old churches around here. Above the man, 
you see the text "Think of me when you are doing well". I often think with gratitude of all the unknown 
people in different parishes in the United States, who with their donations have made it possible for me to 
have a church in Seville. When we name them (the supporters) and give thanks on Sunday, I feel like the 
poor man - smiling and grateful - for my church!”  
 

National Assembly 2018 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Spain 

 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who promised is faithful.   

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  

                                                                                   --Hebrews 10:23-25 

Sharing in the fellowship of believers as 
we bless each other with the words 
“may the peace of Christ be with you”   

Children singing about Christ, the 

Light of the World  

Receiving God's rich gifts for us in the 
divine Service during the weekend 

gathering 
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University of Montana, 2018 
Homecoming Parade, October 6th, 
First Lutheran Classic School, 
Missoula 

Mount Olive Lutheran School students attended 

the Native American Days celebration in Pryor, 

Montana on September 28. Cool and wet 

weather made for a chilly parade. Pow Wow 

and feast festivities were held in the high school 

gym. Katelynn, Stevee, Lydia, and Mackenzie 

participated in a circle dance. The other 

students were content to watch from the 

highest bleacher. 

Around the District-Schools 

7th Grade Scientists completed their DNA Isolation lab. Mr. Holladay arranged for a loan of 

equipment from FVCC and some college students to help lead the lab!  

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.  

~Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 
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He Restores My Soul Released September 28th! 

Emmanuel Press released He Restores My Soul on September 28th! He 

Restores My Soul, edited by Katie Schuermann, is a book that offers empathy and 

encouragement to the cross-bearing Christian through the timeless, rich 

comfort permeating Psalm 23. Never indulging in contemporary self-help 

rhetoric, Schuermann and eleven other authors persist in pointing the reader to a 

firm trust in God’s promises found in His Word and a resounding joy in God’s 

mysterious work of conforming us “to the image of His Son” (Romans 

8:29). Deaconess Heidi Sias (who served with her husband, Rev. Dr. John Sias, at 

multipoint parish Mr. Calvary, Colstrip, Concordia, Forsyth, and Trinity, Hysham) 

is one of the authors, contributing a chapter on remembering God’s promises 

while living with a chronic disease. Find a complete list of authors and topics 

at http://emmanuelpress.us/books/he-restores-my-soul/. Emmanuel Press is 

offering discounts off of the regular price of $18 (plus shipping) for bulk orders 

(10-19: 15% off, 20-29: 20% off, 30+: 25% off) from churches that want to place their order as a group.  

WEE DISCIPLES RECEIVES GRANT 

 Wee Disciples Lutheran School and Child Care at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Great Falls received a grant from Montana District Schools Fund. 

 A new area rug, children’s Bibles and Bible story board books, and One 

in Christ curriculum parent packs were funded through a grant from the 

Montana District School Fund of the Montana District, LCMS.  Two children’s 

Bibles were purchased for each classroom and a set of Bible story board books 

for each of the infant and toddler rooms. Money was also used to purchase a 

new large and colorful Fishers of Men area rug that is placed at the entrance 

to the fellowship area, welcoming the children to Wee Disciples each day. 

Funds were also used to purchase parent packs to accompany the One in Christ 

curriculum that is used daily in 

every classroom to teach the 

children. These parent packs 

provide the families with at-

home activities and 

information that extends to the home what the children 

have learned during their time at Wee Disciples each day.  

Thank you to Montana District Schools Fund, for giving us 

this grant!  

http://emmanuelpress.us/books/he-restores-my-soul/
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Back Row L-R:  Rev. Andrew Eckert, Rev. Kevin 

Peterson  

Front Row L-R:  Rev. David Johnson, Rev. Ray Larson, 

Rev. Vernon Sandersfeld, Rev. Steven Carlson 

Around the District 

Western Circuit Reformation Celebration held October 28, 2018 at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
Stevensville, MT 

Members of Grace Lutheran Church, Hamilton gathered and prayed for an hour during their local “Life 
Chain,” event on October 7th. 

Board of Directors Meeting Summary 
October 19, 2018 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Friday, October 19th, at the District office, for the 

quarterly board meeting.  Items included the 3rd quarter financial statements, a review of the Missions 

Committee report, a review of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hardin, and Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big 

Timber/Livingston’s constitution and bylaws, the renaming of the Montana District Scholarship Fund to 

Montana District Church Worker Scholarship Fund, amendments to the Student Loan Repayment Grants, the 

adoption of the Montana District Lutheran School Student Scholarship Fund, per resolution 4-01 from the 

2018 Montana District Convention,  the distribution of LCEF Earnings to the Student Loan Repayment grants, 

with surplus earnings being directed to Redeemer Lutheran, Anaconda’s subsidy, the funding of technology 

needs at multi-parish Our Savior, Denton, St. Paul, Lewistown, and Trinity, Stanford, the appointment of 

Kendall Hartman as the BOD representative for the 2019 Synodical Convention, and a review of subsidy 

requests from: Crow Lutheran Ministries, Circle of Life Lutheran Church, Emmaus Lutheran Mission, and 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Anaconda.  The meeting concluded with a review and adoption of the 2019 

District budget, which is available on the District website: https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer-3/.   

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held, Monday, January 28, 2019 at the District office in Billings. 

https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer-3/


10 

Vacation Bible School On the Road 

What did the churches in Three Forks, Hysham, and Forsyth have in 

common? 

Answer:  An “Otter-amazing” experience.  This past summer the Montana 

Education Committee took Vacation Bible School on the road.  The VBS 

team used the Concordia Splash Canyon materials with the added twist of 

going on-the-road.   This enabled the local church to outreach to the 

communities with extra man-power, materials, and when combined with 

the willing local church volunteer. 

Months were spent by the Vacation Bible School Team in preparation to 

make this a complete take-a-long program.  The team arrived in the town with a trailer loaded with a 

20x60 tent awing that was transformed into Splash Canyon.  Teddy, Freddy and Heddie (the otter/puppets) 

were on board to helped and arrived on time.  The daily activities centered around the Bible stories.  

Within Splash Canyon the students were taken on a trek through the wilderness on the way to the 

Promised Land, they had a museum experience when learning of Naaman’s story, and they had a boat ride 

as they heard of Paul’s adventures.  Bible truths were also shared through 

the world of science.  A favorite side activity was a large Jenga with the 

books of the Bible on the titles.  The closing was the “Amazing Grace”/

Barbeque.  People of all ages were able to celebrate the Bible truths 

learned during the week in the “Amazing Grace”.  This event begins with 

multi-aged teams (Grandparents, parents, supporters, children) were 

formed with the task to solve the clues (Bible verses and truths from the 

daily lessons) and perform a team activity (i.e. build a house to be able to 

stand firm when doused with water).    

The first week was at Grace Lutheran in Three Forks. Most of the children were those who attended the 

church’s Pre-school students.  Throughout the week the VBS team meet the neighbors of the church’s 

property who were very interested and supportive of the efforts at the church.  By the end of the week 

parents were introducing themselves, sharing phone numbers, and arranging play dates. 

In July the team headed to the eastern side of the state.  The week was “otter -tastic” and super busy as 

the team doubled their efforts.  Mornings began with a VBS at Trinity Lutheran in Hysham and another 

“otter-full” VBS was held in the evening at Concordia Lutheran, Forsyth. Each day brought new and more 

children to the activities.  The closing “Amazing Grace”/Barbeque was the churches combined with a 

gathering at the city park.    

Through these events almost 75 children participated in the Splash Canyon VBS.   The Gospel of our Savior 

was shared.  We would like to thank the Pastors and 

congregations for their support and efforts.  When team members 

were asked what they thought of the experience the answer was 

“You ‘otter’ have been there.”  We would like to thank the VBS 

team members: Dave Christensen, Sue Eberhard, Diane Greger, 

Phyllis Nelson, Maddie Christensen, and Doug and Melissa Johns.  

We would like to thank the Montana District for the direction and 

support.    It is the Education Committee’s goal and plan to travel 

through Montana this coming summer with another Vacation 

Bible School On the Road.   
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Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church Confirmation Class of 2018 (October 28, 2018) 
Back Row:  Rev. Daniel Rinderknecht, Andrew Hornung, Caleb Hornung, Buddy Boucher, Garet Hoke, Carter Liwosz, 
Rev. Daniel Keinath 

Middle Row:  Makayla Bohnet, Monae Harris, Emma Qualls, Tennille Cihak, Mr. Cameron Heiliger - Youth Director 

Front Row:  Paige Opp, Kaitlyn Hensel, Logan Howey, Olivia Hoke, Gavin Hunt 

On Sunday October 28th, 2018 the congregation of 

Concordia Lutheran Church of Williston, ND had a 

celebration for Pastor Nicolaus thanking him for his two 

years of service as vacancy Pastor.  The Sunday School 

children sang “My God Is So Great” and presented him with 

hand made cards and gifts.   

2019 LCMS Life Conference 
January 17, 2019 - January 19, 2019 
Westin Arlington Gateway Hotel in Arlington, VA 

Come learn to live Christ’s love amidst a culture of death. 
Join LCMS Life Ministry as we proclaim God’s truth that all life is sacred and that we are all “Joy:fully 

Alive — Body & Soul” (Eph. 2:4–5). Come learn to live Christ’s love amidst of a culture of death. 

Register by Dec. 6 

 Students: $200 
 Adults: $300 

https://lcms.regfox.com/2019-lcms-life-conference  

https://lcms.regfox.com/2019-lcms-life-conference
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Circuit Visitors and Vice-presidents of the Montana District study on the deck at the Forke house during the annual 

Circuit Visitor retreat in August.  

From left:  Pastors: Preus, Schlund, Forke, Nabil Nour-Synod Vice-President, Larson, Wendt, Tabbert, Lehmann, 

Jacobs, Thomas. 

Pastor Bror Erickson presenting at the Pastors conference 

Around the District 

MONTANA DISTRICT PASTORS’ CONFERENCE  

Trinity Lutheran Camp, Big Fork, MT  

October 23-25, 2018 

The Montana District Pastors’ Conference was held on October 23rd-25th, at Trinity Lutheran Camp in Big 

Fork, MT.  Over the three days, pastors met to worship, study and have fellowship with brothers in Christ 

from around the district.  The speaker for this year’s conference was Rev. Bror Erickson.  He presented on 

the life, theology and works of Bo Giertz.  Rev. Raymond Larson presented on Operation Barnabas, Rural & 

Small Town Missions, and the Lutheran Heritage Foundation, and Ms. Tonya Spellnut represented the 

Alliance Defending Freedom (https://adflegal.org).   

“Two Grumpy Old Men?”   

Pastors Bob Mitchell and Gale Everson at the conference 

https://adflegal.org

