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 The wind was whipping when I walked around the lake the other day.  A large patch of open water had opened 
in the middle and the lake creaked, groaned and howled as the wind force waves against the surrounding ice.  Tiny 
crystals were being broken off the leading edge and driven across the still frozen surface.  They tinkled like millions 
of little bells.  I was enchanted.  

 In the dark, I happened past another walker and called out, “It’s a little breezy today.”  To my surprise she 
responded, “Yes, but the lake is making some amazing sounds.”  I was delighted that someone else had taken note 
of the wonders of God’s creation.  Too often His wonders are overlooked. 

 That the angels spoke to the shepherds that first Christmas eve was a wonder.  (Luke 2:8-18) They really were 
the lowest rung on the ladder of success.  They were rural, uneducated, and smelled like sheep.  But God chose 
these humble proclaimers to go see the baby in the manger.   

 That the shepherds went to Bethlehem was a wonder.  You may have noticed that the angels never actually told 
the shepherds to go.  They just told them a Savior had been born and gave them a sign, “Look for a manger.”  But 
God gave them the gift of faith.  They received the word of the angels as the Word of God.  “Let’s go see this thing 
God has made known to us.”  In faith, they left on an amazing journey.  

 Centuries later God’s wonders are still at work.  That the Word of Jesus has been spoken to us is a wonder.  
There is nothing special about us, everyone still steeped in sin.  Like the shepherds, we don’t have much going for 
us as proclaimers.  But God chose you to go see the baby in the manger, to go see the new born Savior. 

 That you went, whenever you first went, whenever you first came to faith, whether as a baby or as an adult, is a 
wonder. Some people receive this story as a religious fable with no wonder in it at all.  Christmas becomes an 
annual rite of the passage of time.  The world finds no wonder in Christ, and accuses us of being backward 
cavemen for believing in myths.  Too often His wonders are overlooked. 

 But by God’s gift of faith you receive the story of the baby in the manger as the story of salvation, not only for 
you but for all the world.  Somehow, the Holy Spirit has worked faith in your heart. When you see the baby born in 
the manger you proclaim the Savior has been born.  

 On that first Christmas eve the shepherds proclaimed what the Word of God said about the birth of a Savior.  
“And all who heard it wondered!” (Luke 2:18) It was an amazing story.  

 Yet today, around Christmas, when the Holy Spirit is whipping through the Church, and millions and millions of 
Christians are being driven out into the world tinkling like tiny bells, proclaiming the birth of the savior, the world 
cannot but hear, believing or not, and respond, “The Church is making some amazing sounds.”  You also, by the 
word you speak and the life of faith you live, are ringing out the Good News of Jesus.  And all who hear you 
wonder. 

Rev. Terry Forke 
Montana District President 

“All Who Heard It Wondered”  
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Around the District 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 
Thompson Falls is in the call process.  Rev. 
Larson continues to serve as vacancy pastor.  

Rev. Russell Fitch of St. Peter Lutheran Church, 
Hannover, ND and Zion Lutheran Church, New 
Salem, ND has accepted the call to dual parish, 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, and Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Missoula.  He will be installed 
on February 10th at 5:30pm at Messiah Lutheran 
Church.  Thank you to Rev. Andrew Eckert for 
serving as the vacancy pastor for Trinity, and 
Rev. Vernon Sandersfeld for serving as the 
vacancy pastor for Messiah. 

Rev. Darold Reiner continues to serve as vacancy 
pastor of St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish. 

Rev. James Koss continues to serve as vacancy 
pastor of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings, 
as they are in the call process for a senior pastor. 

Please keep Rev. Mark Grunst and his family in 
your prayers.  He was diagnosed with Lewy body 
disease this past Fall.  He is still in the Montana 
District, but is not currently preaching. 

Please keep the Schultz family in your prayers, as 
Mrs. Shirley Schultz was called to glory on 
January 10th.  Her service will be at Mt. Olive, 
Billings, January 15th at 10:30 am. 

District President’s Calendar 

Jan 6:  OV: Christ the King, Billings 

Jan 13: Trinity, Harlowton 
   St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan13: President Forke’s installation at 
   St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 14: Southern Circuit Winkel 

Jan 17-20:   Life Conference, Washington, DC 

Jan 26: Yellowstone Valley Lutherans for 
   Life Fundraiser: Christ the King, 
   Billings 

Jan 27: Trinity, Harlowton 
   St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 28: BOD Meeting, Billings 

Feb 1:  Crusader’s Feast, Billings 

Feb 3-8:  COP meeting, Asheville, NC 

Feb 10: Trinity, Harlowton 
   St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 11: Southern Circuit Winkel 

Feb 17: OV: St. John, Laurel 

Feb 20: Call meeting, Shepherd of the  
   Valley, Thompson Falls 

Feb 24: Trinity, Harlowton 
   St. Paul, Roundup 

Annual Reporting Time 
Emeritus and Candidate workers, please 
remember to fill in and return your annual 
report forms to the District office by January 31st 

If you have any questions, please contact Ruth 
at: office@mtdistlcms.org or 406-259-2908.  
Thank you! 

Installation Service 
Rev. Terry Forke will be installed as sole pastor of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Roundup during 
worship on January 13th.  This forms a multi-
congregation parish between Trinity, Harlowton 
and St. Paul, Roundup. 

Emmaus, Livingston has moved! 

Emmaus Lutheran will have our first worship 
service in our new building in Livingston this 
coming Sunday, Jan. 6th.  The address of the 
new building is 801 E. Park St, Livingston, MT 
59047.  We will be closing down our PO box at 
the end of the month since we can finally 
receive mail at our own physical address.  Don't 
worry: Anything you send to the PO box will be 
forwarded.  We'll let you know when that the 
mail switch becomes official. 

mailto:office@mtdistlcms.org
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Around the District 

On December 24, Christmas Eve, Emily Elizabeth Taylor was 

Baptized into the Christian Faith, and Letty, Scott, and 

Jonathon Miller were accepted into membership at Faith 

Lutheran Boulder, MT.  We thank and praise God for the 

wonderful Sacrament of Holy Baptism and welcome Emily 

and the Millers to our congregation here at Faith 

Boulder.  May God bless them mightily with growing faith 

in our Savior Jesus! 

Yellowstone Valley LFL:  Dinner Fundraiser & Memorial for Life Service 

Saturday January 26, 2019 at Christ the King Lutheran Church, Billings 

 Dinner at 6 PM Memorial for Life Service at 7 PM 

Please join us for a Lasagna & Salad Dinner, hear President Forke share his experience at the National March for 

Life in Washington DC, and finish the evening thanking and praising God for His love as we recognize the need 

for His forgiveness in our lives.  Please RSVP to your pastor, or to Cheryl Forke: 406-245-0152. 

January is Life Month 
The LCMS recognizes January as, “Life Month.”  During this month, the National March for Life is taking place, 
January 18th in Washington, D.C., and Sunday, January 20th is “Life Sunday” also know as National Sanctity of 
Human Life Day.   

Please visit:  https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/life-ministry and  

https://www.lutheransforlife.org/ to view resources to increase your understanding of life issues, and to 
explore ways to support the advocacy of the sanctity of human life. 

100th Anniversary (1919-2019) 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, celebrates its 100th anniversary, with festival services March 16 & 17.  The Rev. 
Richard Thompson, pastor emeritus, is the guest preacher, followed by a brunch banquet at the Double Tree in 
downtown Billings at 12:30pm., with  Pres. Terry Forke speaking. 

Further details regarding banquet registration forthcoming. 

2019 Mount Olive Lutheran School Crusader Feast 

Friday February 1, 2019—Montana Pavilion at Metra Park 

Doors open at 6PM for a Crusader Feast catered by Cajun Phatty's—$15 per dinner ticket— 

Enjoy a real knight battle reenactment, learn about our school, buy raffle tickets for scrumptious baked 

goods, bid on silent and live auction items to support the Classical Lutheran Education provided at our school. 

Please bring in donated auction items to the school by January 25th and baked good items by February 1st.  

For more information, contact Donna at 656-6687 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/life-ministry
https://www.lutheransforlife.org/
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Excerpt from: The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic 

Mission Work Updates 

Pictured at the top of our newsletter are many of 

our Lutheran pastors and seminarians from across 

the DR and Latin American region, who joined 

together for a Reformation Divine Service at Las 

Americas Iglesia Luterana in Santo Domingo on 

October 28. ...  

This year we have returning students from the 

Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru, Guatemala, 

Chile, and Venezuela. We also have two new 

students from Spain and Venezuela, not to mention our current vicars, serving in Belize, Chile, and Peru.  

Following support-raising in the US, Pastor Preus resumed his teaching duties for the winter quarter on 

November 26 and is teaching Dogmatics II and Confessions. Along with his associate Pastor Idjon, duties in 

Palmar continue in full swing, with Bible classes, Wednesday and Sunday church services, and home visits. He 

spends most week day mornings at the seminary in his capacity as chaplain and professor, returns home for 

lunch or eats with the seminarians in their dorm, and then returns a few nights per week to Palmar for visits or 

church services. His schedule has also been determined for the spring seminary quarter, and includes History of 

the Church III (Modern) and Dogmatics III.  

Reflections from home, by Jennifer 

It’s amazing how quickly things fall into a routine again once we return to the field. Following our two months 

of support-raising in the US, our school year resumed in full force along with Spanish classes and other extra-

curricular activities. We took a couple of days to make a field trip to a chocolate factory about an hour north of 

us, as well as a day at the beach before David resumed teaching duties for the winter quarter. It was fun to 

learn about the process of harvesting, shelling, roasting, grinding, mixing, forming, and packaging chocolate 

bars for sale at local stores across the DR… 

I resumed prenatal care with a doctor at our main hospital here in Santiago. Everything has been progressing 

well with the pregnancy, for which we are thankful to God. After consulting with various folks here in the DR 

and back in the States, we have determined it will be best for me and the kids to return to the states for the 

delivery, so we will staying with David's parents in Montana to 

have the baby. David will be continuing with teaching and 

pastoral duties in Santiago while traveling back and forth a 

couple of times for the birth and to visit... 

Rebekah has been taking confirmation classes this year and we 

look forward to her being confirmed in the faith of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church at our Christmas Divine Service this 

December 23, along with five other confirmands in Palmar 

Arriba.  
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Many Thanks from the people being served in Spain Lutheran Church by our LCMS 

missionaries, Rev. David and Shelee Warner 

Please visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUJgsM3o6qk to view a video of member of the Spanish 

Lutheran Church saying, “¡Muchas Graias!” or “Thank you!” for your gifts, prayers, and support. 

Please visit: https://www.lcms.org/warner for more information on the Warners and to financially support the 

mission. 

Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia-News from the Stinnett Family 

Faithful Witness in the Face of Persecution 

Addis Ababa—The fall semester is now over. I am finishing grading 

final papers and exams. At the end of the week I will return to the US 

to attend Symposia and two more PhD classes at Ft Wayne. I am 

looking forward to the opportunity to reconnect with supporters and 

friends. Hopefully, I will see a few of you. As I was thinking about this 

newsletter, my thoughts went back to a conversation I had with a 

friend a few days ago. He had spent the last month travelling in the 

country translating for visiting missionaries. In one of the towns that 

is heavily Muslim, the crowd overheard one of the missionaries call 

my friend by name. He has a Muslim name, so the crowd became very angry, assuming that my friend had 

converted from Islam to Christianity (a crime deserving death in the eyes of many Muslims). As he continued 

translating the missionaries’ message, a man started pushing his way through the crowd toward them carrying 

a small sword (which he was trying to conceal) by his side. The mission group recognized what was happening 

and were able to get my friend into a car and away from the crowd. As my friend told me this story, he said, “I 

was not afraid. I will die in the Lord’s time. That day was not the Lord’s time. Someday I will die. If I am killed it 

does not matter. Stephen was killed. Paul was killed. Peter was killed. All of them shared the Gospel. That is 

what matters. If I live or if I die that does not matter, but sharing the Gospel is what matters. That is what we 

must focus on.” He is a good example of the kind of men I teach 

and work with here at the seminary. Many of them have faced 

similar threats already and all of them know it is a very real 

possibility in the future. They all know there is nothing more 

important than spreading the Good News of Jesus…no matter what 

the cost. I live with their excitement, commitment and zeal for the 

Gospel evangelism and mission every day, and often I am reminded 

of the danger that mission can bring. It is truly humbling to be 

allowed to be a part of it all, to have the honor of helping to train 

these men in the Gospel message they will take out. I thank our 

Lord regularly for bringing me here, and I thank you for your part in 

keeping me here, too. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUJgsM3o6qk
https://www.lcms.org/warner
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Children’s Ministry News form: Mt Calvary Lutheran Church, Colstrip 

When Pastor Blake Marshall arrived to shepherd the tri-parish, he made it clear that Christian education was a 

high priority.  Mt Calvary hadn't had a Sunday School for a few years.  With only a couple of families with young 

children, we weren't sure we could get it off the ground.  We worried the kids wouldn't be there regularly, that 

we wouldn't find teachers, that it would be more of a burden than a blessing. 

Lissa White agreed to coordinate the effort.  She talked to the parents and found them interested as well as 

willing to help with teaching.  But she didn't want the entire responsibility of teaching to fall on their shoulders, 

so she set about to find others willing to either team teach or to take a Sunday here and there.  We ended up 

with three more teachers, including one who would do music.  Pastor found us a curriculum that was 

doctrinally sound and very affordable.  Copies were made and put in binders for the staff.  We got together and 

set up the room.  The first year we started with four students grades K-5.  By year end we'd actually gained a 

student!  This year, we have three students as our 6th grader has started Confirmation.  Five of us rotate 

through teaching duties. Flexibility has been the key.  The moms stay in touch and if both families are gone on a 

weekend, we cancel. 

Last Sunday was the Christmas program.  It was super simple.  They sang "Light One Candle" and "Away in a 

Manger".  In fact, little Ella volunteered to sing a solo!  So she sang the first verse by herself!  Those three never 

flinched facing the congregation.  Their voices were strong and clear.  And then our confirmand, Avery, was 

willing to do a short reading.  What a blessing!  

It's hard in this day and age to convince ourselves to have five or six adults teach a Sunday School of three but it 

only takes listening to them sing at church or ask what we're going to do after Christmas break to know it's the 

right thing to do.  Sunday school doesn't have to look like it did when we were in it.  Be flexible.  Work with the 

families. Use a variety of materials.  Love them.  The Holy Spirit will do the heavy lifting. 

Joanne Schrupp 

Mt. Calvary - Colstrip 

Thank you to our staff: Lissa White, Tashel Brunmeier, Bess Reid, Mary MacFarlane, Lynn Prater, Joanne 

Schrupp 

Pictured from L to R: 

Cormac Reid,  

Ella Reid,  

Avan Brunmeier 

Avery Brunmeier (confirmand) 
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Conference on Creation and Education in the LCMS! 

May 2-4, 2019 

Ascension Lutheran Church, Littleton, CO 

Two of the biggest reasons given by millennials who have left the church are: * 

 The Genesis Account of Creation 

 The Age of the Earth 

Get Answers to the Following Questions: 

 Do LCMS academic institutions currently teach Biblical Creation (creation in six ordinary days about 6000 
years ago)? If not, why not? 

 Are creation apologetics courses included in their curricula? 

 Are there any science or evolutionary related courses in their curricula? If so, what are students taught 
regarding evolution? 

 Do LCMS academic institutions specifically teach a Biblical worldview, including creation? 

 What are the hiring practices for professors who teach creation-related or science-related courses? 

Provide Your Feedback to our Academic Institutions! 

Learn to Defend Your Faith and the Faith of Your Children! 

Speakers Include: 

 Dr. Jason Lisle, Biblical Science Institute 

 Mr. Mike Riddle, Creation Training Initiative 

 Dr. Dean O. Wenthe, President, Concordia University System 

 President David Maier, Michigan District, LCMS 

 President Terry Forke, Montana District, LCMS 

 President John C. Wille, South Wisconsin District, LCMS 

 Dr. David Adams, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

 Dr. Joel Heck, Concordia University, Texas 

 Reverend Joshua Scheer, President & Editor-In- Chief, Steadfast Lutherans 

 Dr. Barbara Helmkamp, Ph.D., Physics, Faculty, Veritas Academy 

 

 

 

 

*Statistics From Answers In Genesis and America’s Research Group Study 2006 

Early Bird Registration starts February 1, 2019 

For information on the Schedule, Pricing and Reservations, see: 

http://www.denversocietyofcreation.org 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we 

were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—  

~Ephesians 2:4-5 (ESV) 

http://www.denversocietyofcreation.org
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Immersed in Rural Life—Reaching Rural America for Christ (LCMS RSTM) 
January 2019, Volume 10, Issue 1  

Cows, hogs, trucks, dirt, tractors, mud — all things we would expect to find on the farm. But what about high-
tech computers, global positioning devices and industrial cheese making equipment? Participants of the LCMS 
Rural & Small Town Mission’s (RSTM) latest Rural Seminarian Immersion experienced all this and more, 
including conversation with a lot of faithful folks and great food. On the heels of our 2018 national conference, 
LCMS RSTM was privileged to host our third immersion event in partnership with Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. We find that holding these events is especially important for the benefit of those 
who will be serving in rural and small-town congregations.  

As you might know, more than 50 percent of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is made up of rural and 
small-town congregations. Each year at the Call Day services at both our seminaries, an average of 50 percent of 
the new calls are issued to men to serve in these congregations. Most of those called to serve do not have a 
background in rural and small towns; they are typically from more urban and suburban areas. To be sure, they 
are trained well by our seminaries to proclaim God’s Word, administer His Sacraments, teach, care and serve. 
Yet, we have found that because of the “culture shock,” these men often struggle to make the transition to 
RSTM or they simply don’t last that long in these congregations.  

Additionally, many of these congregations come to see themselves as just a “first call” or less important than 
other, bigger congregations with “more to offer.” This simply isn’t and shouldn’t be the case. We at RSTM are 
endeavoring to break that cycle through these immersions as well as other training events. We want 
congregations to know and understand that they have a vital role to play in the Kingdom of God. Likewise, we 
want these men serving them to think of their new rural and small-town call much like C.F.W. Walther describes 
it when he said:  

“When a place has been assigned to a Lutheran candidate of theology where he is to discharge the office of 
a Lutheran minister, that place ought to be to him the dearest, most beautiful, and most precious spot on 
earth. He should be unwilling to exchange it for a kingdom. Whether it is in a metropolis or in a small town, 
on a bleak prairie or in a clearing in the forest, in a flourishing settlement or in a desert, to him it should be 
a miniature paradise. Do not the blessed angels descend from heaven with great joy whenever the Father 
in heaven sends them to minister to those who are to be heirs of salvation? Why, then, should we poor 
sinners be unwilling to hurry after them with great joy to any place where we can lead other men, our 
fellow-sinners, to salvation?” (Twentieth Evening Lecture)  

Imagine if pastor and parish together considered this ministry a great joy and were more than willing to “hurry 
after them with great joy.” This is why we spend time doing things like our seminarian immersion. It is through 
events such as this that we are able to focus on those subjects, which can help future pastors (and even current 
ones) decrease the learning curve and hit the ground running. While we won’t make them agriculture experts, 
we hope to expose them to those that are so that they may gain an understanding of how things work in a rural 
and small-town areas and how that affects the congregation’s life together. Through visits to working farms and 
dairies, we learn how agriculture has transformed over the years and what it takes to make it in that world. We 
see for ourselves the high-tech equipment and how it has changed the face of farming.  

In order to better understand leadership in town and country, we visited with agriculture industry leaders, local 
volunteer firemen, bank presidents and business owners. We learned about parish life from pastors of larger 
and smaller congregations and from those who shepherd in congregational partnerships. We talked to school 
leadership about what that dynamic means for the congregations. We worshipped, we ate, we prayed and we 
learned, all in an effort to better serve the rural and small-town congregations of the LCMS. 

Contributed through the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission monthly newsletter by the Rev. Todd Kollbaum, 
director, LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission 


