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 For ten days, this past summer, 12 boys and their soccer coach sat in the darkness of a Thailand cave.  A little 
adventure turned into the blackest of nightmares when rains raised the water level in the cave and blocked their 
exit.  Darkness.  Waiting.  Darkness. Watching for someone to save them.  Darkness.  Hoping for the light.  You will 
recall that through the effort of thousands of people from around the world the entire team was rescued.  We saw 
them come out of the cave.  We rejoiced with them as they celebrated being in the freedom of light.  What we did 
not see was the terror of the darkness.  We did not see what they endured while they waited for someone to save 
them.  

 I suppose that most of us have experienced, if not a physical, at least a metaphorical darkness.  Darkness is 
suffocating while we wait for the doctor to tell us what is wrong; if we have a deadly, or just a dastardly disease.  We 
may feel like we have our backs against the wall of a cave when waiting for the boss to tell us if we still have a job.  
All the lights seem to go out when we are fearful that a relationship is ending.  The death of a loved one can land us 
in a dark, foreboding place.   Actually, waiting for the light is a pretty common human experience.  We inhabit this 
practice every day.  

 Still, the terrors of darkness may not always be apparent, even to us.  We like to maintain a veneer of calm, 
control.  We strive to scramble out by our own light.  There are plenty of spindly self-help flashlights to go around.  
Always salving our conscience, convincingly proclaiming that the future is bright, we ignore the fact that we are 
trapped in the dark cave of sin and cannot save ourselves, that we need the light to come to us.  

 Our unwillingness to admit that waiting for the light is essential to life is one reason the church calendar is 
structured the way it is.  During the season of Advent the physical darkness is palpable.  Each day becomes shorter. 
We cannot ignore that.  Evening services remind us that we are surrounded by the darkness of sin.  Tiny candles are 
lit to mimic our impotency against the darkness.  We wait, we watch, we hope for the light that is to come, for a 
Savior who is light, to rescue us from the threatening perils of our sin.  

 “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it…The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” John 1:4–5, 9 (ESV) Jesus 
came into a dark world.  Then the shepherds saw the bright light of the angels announcing His birth.  Then the wise 
men followed the beam of a beckoning star.  Then the light of faith in Jesus as your Savior shone into your heart.  

 Just when it is darkest, the light comes.  That is one reason the celebration of Christmas was put on the calendar 
near the winter solstice.  As each day becomes darker, Christians rejoice because they know the true light is coming 
into the world.  Against all the evidence of darkness, we sing of the light. We know the days will be brighter because 
of Jesus.   We inhabit this practice every year, but it never grows old.   

 There is little doubt that we will continue to experience dark days.  Disease, death, defeat are all a part of living in 
this dismal world.  But, there is always Christmas.  There is always the day when the light of Christ comes into the 
world to save.  He is the light of the world.  Jesus is our hope of light.  

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 

The True Light was Coming 
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Around the District 

Rev. Gregory Volbrecht of Salem and Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Madelia, MN, has declined the 

call to Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church.  

Rev. Larson continues to serve as vacancy pastor.  

Dual parish, Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, and 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula have called 

Rev. Russell Fitch of St. Peter Lutheran Church, 

Hannover, ND and Zion Lutheran Church, New 

Salem, ND.  Rev. Andrew Eckert continues to serve 

as the vacancy pastor for Trinity, and Rev. Vernon 

Sandersfeld continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor for Messiah. 

District President’s Calendar 

Dec 2:  OV: St. John, Fairfield/Zion,  

   Power 

Dec 9:  Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Dec 10: Southern Circuit Winkel 

Dec 16: OV: Mt Calvary, Colstrip/  

   Concordia, Forsyth/Trinity,  

   Hysham 

Dec 23: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Dec 25: Christmas 

Jan 6: OV:  Christ the King, Billings 

Jan 13: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 14: Southern Circuit Winkel 

Jan 17-20:   Life Conference,          

   Washington, DC  

Jan 26: Yellowstone Valley Lutherans  

   for Life Fundraiser: Christ the  

   King, Billings 

Jan 27: Trinity, Harlowton 

   St. Paul, Roundup 

Jan 28: BOD Meeting, Billings 

Yellowstone Valley LFL: Dinner Fundraiser & 
Memorial for Life Service 

Saturday January 26, 2019 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Billings 

 Dinner at 6 PM  
Memorial for Life Service at 7 PM 

Please join us for a Lasagna & Salad Dinner, hear 

President Forke share his experience at the 

National March for Life in Washington DC, and 

finish the evening thanking and praising God for 

His love as we recognize the need for His 

forgiveness in our lives.  Please RSVP to your 

pastor, or to Cheryl Forke: 406-245-0152. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) 
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Around the District 

Rev. David Behm was installed as sole pastor of Concordia Lutheran Church, Williston, ND on 

November 11, 2018.  Welcome Pastor Behm! 

Pastor David Behm Back L-R: Pastor Lucido; Pastor Behm; Pastor Schreibeis 

Front L-R: Pastor Heidi, Grassy Butte, ND; Pastor Preus, Pastor Nicolaus 

The Junior Luther League at Zion Lutheran Church in 

Chinook shared special music at the regular services on 

November 11th.  Pastor Williams meets with the 

children every Tuesday at 3:30 pm. 

Top: Carter Alisch/Front L-R: Aiden Alisch, Brockton Elliot, Rachel Bilger, Lori Mord, Bryce Elliot 

Thank You!! 

Thank you to the Montana District for awarding grant money to King’s Kids Preschool to purchase a paper 
cutter and supplies.  We have 18 students enrolled this year with a possibility of 2 more joining in January, 
which would make us full! 
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Excerpt from: News from the Schlund Family serving the Lord in Mexico 

Mexico Foro We arranged a meeting in October to 

gather together churches and groups who work in 

Mexico. The idea was to bring everyone to a united table 

so that we can pool our resources and build up the 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico and her churches. This group 

is called a Foro, which is Spanish for ‘forum’. In 

attendance for this meeting were representatives from 

Ysleta Lutheran Mission, Grace Latino Ministries, Glory of 

Christ Lutheran Church, Luther Academy, Concordia 

Seminary – The Reformer, and the Lutheran Synod of 

Mexico. We identified some projects that we will begin to work toward, such as supporting local pastors, 

providing educational resources, and fixing the church in Mexicali. .At our next meeting we will bring more 

people to the table. If you are interested in learning more about Foro partnership, contact Andrew at 

andrew.schlund@lcms.org  

Reformation Service 

For the 501st celebration of the Reformation, San Pedro in 

Mexico City hosted a joint celebration for the churches in 

Mexico City. Following the service, we had a potluck. 

Margaret Update  

 

 

Margaret has been making great progress in physical therapy for 

low muscle tone. She has therapy twice a week and has recently 

started crawling. We are thankful that she is happy and healthy. 

 

 

To support God's work in Mexico through the Schlund Family, gifts can be given securely online through the 

LCMS website, on our online giving page at lcms.org/schlund. 

Checks can be made to our friends at Mission Central. Write "Schlund - Mexico" in the memo line. 

Mission Central 

40718 Highway E16 

Mapelton, IA 51034 

mailto:andrew.schlund@lcms.org
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Sierra Leone Mission Update 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

"I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth." 

With these words we confess God's provision for all that we need in this body and life. God has certainly 

provided for the church here in Sierra Leone with the beginning of the building of a library and classroom, 

the backbone of the seminary.  

Construction has begun today!  

Attached are pictures of the current structure that will be transformed into a library and classroom, and 

other pictures of destruction for the sake of construction. The books for the library are in our home where 

Angie is  cataloging them in preparation for the completion, which is anticipated January 6, 2019. 

We wanted to let you know this, so that you could share in our joy as we begin to see a dream, and much 

planning and prayer, become a reality. Please pray this project will continue unhindered, and that it be a 

blessing for the church in preparing men to be pastors. And give thanks to God for His all His benefits to us, 

especially the forgiveness of sins in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior. 

To God alone be the glory. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Doug & Angie 

Christmas Greetings from the Rev. David and Shelee Warner in Spain 

Here in Spain we eagerly await the birth of three babies, two to members and one 

to a Spanish neighbor with whom we became friends in Sevilla. Children are the 

great unifier of people, and this earthly truth has a heavenly counterpart, for that 

Baby of Bethlehem came to reunite us with God, and each other, for today and 

forever. As we look forward to births and baptisms, the celebration of Jesus´ birth 

gives us hope and resolve to continue speaking His Name in Spain, work which you 

make possible. Thank you for your generous support.  

May God grant that your Christmas celebration be full of the happiness and confidence that Jesus gives,  

Rev David & Shelee Warner, LCMS Missionaries to Spain  
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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Columbia Falls’ 

LWML hosted an Advent Tea. About 65 ladies 

participated.  

Our Savior Lutheran Church in 

Glendive served 591 people this 

year at our annual pancake and 

sausage supper. The Men’s Club 

made 560 pounds of sausage! It 

was a great night of food, 

fellowship, and fun. Pastor Lucido 

was caught flipping pancakes in 

the kitchen!  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  

~1 John 1:7 (ESV) 

Around the District 
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Excerpt from: A meditation for Christmas by Rev. Matthew Harrison 

For the complete article see the December 2018 issue of the Lutheran Witness or visit:  
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/a-meditation-for-christmas/ 

The Bible has many stunning, life-giving and life-changing passages about Christ taking on our human flesh 

to fulfill the Law, suffer in our stead, open heaven and give us eternal life. How I love Paul’s comments in 

Philippians 2! 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped [as did Satan!] but made 

himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 

found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. (Phil. 2:5–8) 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus … 

You want to be a Christian? You believe in Jesus? Then be His disciple! So often I fail. I have negative 

thoughts when I am harassed by the world, or slandered and even lied about. It’s hard to forgive and 

overlook even minor mistakes or perceived slights. Yet Jesus prayed from the cross over those who had 

crucified Him, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:24). All the wrong I’ve 

suffered is not but a speck on a speck compared to what Jesus suffered for me. Too often I sin against 

others in thought, word and deed and regard it as nothing. How shall I “have this mind?” Paul says, it “is 

yours in Christ Jesus.” O Lord, slay me! O Lord, bring me to nothing! O Lord, look not upon my plethora of 

sins! The “mind” that I need is “yours in Christ Jesus.” “I believe, Lord, help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). I 

plunge my sins into the depths of Your wounds!... 

Luther preached: 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior.” … Now, even though we are 

unable fully to grasp and comprehend this joy, we should at least partake of its fruit by 

becoming kinder, gentler people who bear our neighbor no grudge, yes, do good even to our 

enemies, remembering the role model that God himself became man … 

Unto you is born a Savior. Whoever is not changed for the better by this word and made 

more godly, praising and thanking God; whoever does not relish this heavenly wine, nor have 

his heart warmed by this fire, to become kinder and gentler to his neighbor, him will the 

judge and hangman make more pious, for he’s beyond reprieve. The fact that he’s not set 

ablaze by this fire nor drawn by this heavenly wine — that Christ is our brother, yes, has 

become flesh and blood with us — plainly shows that he is a lost and condemned man. 

(Sermons of Martin Luther: House Postils [Baker, 1996], vol. 1, 118–19) 

You have forgiven me, Jesus! Help me forgive! Change me for the better by Your Word! Make me to have 

Your mind! I praise and thank You! Make me kinder and gentler! I trust in You alone! 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/a-meditation-for-christmas/
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Rev. Nicholas Salifu Visits Montana 

Rev. Nicholas Salifu from Ghana, West Africa spent two weeks visiting, presenting and 

preaching in Montana from October 23rd to November 5th.  Rev. Salifu, a former Muslim, 

became a Christian after a LCMS missionary, Rev. Schmidt shared the Gospel with him in 

Accra in the early 1980s.  After he returned to his village in northern Ghana, 600 miles north 

of the coastal city of Accra, 2 LCMS missionaries, Rev. Phil Sipes and Rev. Dan Kunkel visited 

his village and worked with Rev. Salifu as he shared God in his home, and invited others to 

Bible studies.  More and more people attended and learned about Christ.  At the first 

Baptism, 143 people were made children of God.  Rev. Salifu attended the seminary in 

Nigeria, and Concordia Seminary, St Louis.  He received his doctorate degree two years ago from Concordia 

Seminary. 

 The 1987 LWML National Convention in Ft Worth, Texas, previewed the movie 

Salifu’s Harvest.  Rev. Salifu was flown to Texas from Ghana to be a surprise guest.  

Irene Nelson met Rev. Salifu there through her sister, Ella Kunkel, wife of missionary 

Rev. Dan Kunkel.  Ken Nelson’s family has hosted Rev. Salifu three times in Montana, 

and each time he has had the opportunity to travel across Montana to share about 

Ghana’s hunger to hear the gospel.   

During this visit, Rev. Salifu did 16 presentations, and preached at Mt. Olive in 

Billings and Zion in Power.  He spoke at Mt. Calvary, Colstrip; Concordia, 

Forsyth; Trinity, Miles City; and Trinity, Great Falls as well as Mt Olive and 

Zion.  He shared with the students grades 5-8 in Colstrip, and grades 1, 3 and 

4 in Power.  He also visited with the students at Trinity Lutheran School in 

Miles City.   

Rev. Salifu had the chance to visit with Rev. Garwood from Cody. When Rev. 

Garwood was the Wyoming District President, he visited Ghana and spent time with Rev. Salifu in his village.  Rev. 

Salifu also spent time with Rev. Koss, Mt Olive; Rev. Bauer, Circle of Life Muddy Cluster; Rev. Marshall, Colstrip, 

Hysham and Forsyth; Rev. Schreibeis, Trinity Miles City; Rev. Salinas, Zion Power; and Rev. Paul, Trinity Great Falls.   

 Power’s LWML has supported missions work in Ghana since 1973 when Dan and Ella Kunkel went to Ghana.  

Colstrip’s LWML has purchased 10 goats which helps widows in the village.  Rev. Salifu, along with ministering at 13 

churches, has many social ministry programs.  Wells have been built, an adult literacy program has taught many 

adults to read and he has started a school, Concordia Preparatory School on his 2 ½ acre compound.   He started 

with 30 students and they currently are teaching 770 students grades nursery to 6th grade.  The students only have 1 

text book, a Lutheran Catechism written in their native language.  The books are printed by the Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation.  Over 300 of the students are Muslims, and are learning from a Lutheran curriculum.  They go home 

and share prayers and information with their parents.  Thanks to this school, Muslim people are learning about 

Christ, and many have been baptized.   

Rev. Salifu traveled to Detroit from Montana to attend the 25th 

anniversary of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation where he was a guest 

speaker and preacher.  For more information or to support Rev. Salifu, 

go to www.ghanaharvest.org.  To support the Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation, visit www.lhfmissions.org.  

http://www.ghanaharvest.org
http://www.lhfmissions.org

