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“We Are Children of God”
“Don’t call him ‘Terry,’ call him ‘Pappa.’” Our
granddaughter, Bria, happened to be spending a few days
with us at the same time we were hosting the Circuit
Visitors for their annual retreat. It is two days of pretty
intense studying and thinking together. We also eat all
meals at our house. Six Circuit Visitors, (Pastors), and two
Montana District Vice-presidents, (also Pastors) all
gathered around our dining room table, having a good
time, and… referring to me by my first name. Bria was
unintimidated by the learned host of Pastors surrounding
her at table. At three years old, she was of the firm
conviction that they were wrong. She corrected all in
attendance, “Don’t call him ‘Terry,’ call him ‘Pappa.’”
Through God’s gift of childlike wonder, three-year-olds
see things simply. For Bria I am not Terry, or Pastor, or
President. I am Pappa. That title carries a lot of weight. It
informs how she sees me, hears me, listens to me and
responds to me. A Pappa loves. That element of our
relationship also creates identity for me, to the degree that
it pushes all other identities to the side. (Don’t call him
Terry.) While Bria’s direction to the Circuit Visitors was
humorous for them, it provided comforting parameters for
her life. She only wanted to know me as Pappa.
I desperately lack such a singular focus in my
relationship with my Heavenly Father. God is, of course,
many things, all things really, yet in His revelation of
Himself to us He has chosen to call Himself Father and us
His children. Of the many texts to speak this language
allow me to direct your attention to Romans chapter 8.
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God…” Romans 8:14–16
The natural relationship we had with the Father who
created us was interrupted by the arrogance of our sin. In
one sense sin is nothing more than the severing of
relationships. Off we went into the world, denying that
God had created us. Stubbornly insisting on making our
own way, we cut off our family ties, and preferring
independence, we ended up, ironically, in the realm of
satan. Taking the partial inheritance of physical life as our
own, we reasoned we needed no Father.
What is a Father to do? The Father loves. The Father
seeks. The Father pursues. He sent Jesus into the world to
bring us back. By then our rebellion had demanded a price.
Resolutely set on sin, we would not, could not return of our
own will. So our Father determined to free us from
captivity to sin at the price of His Son, Jesus. In that
singular act Jesus made us God’s children, adopted again
into the family to live in undeserved love.
The word, Abba, in the Romans 8 passage is a familial
term of endearment, akin to “pappa.” It reveals the
intimacy that our Heavenly Father has with us, His children.
We fear, love and trust in Him not only because He is the
creator of all that exists, or that He is our salvation, or that
He kindly provides for all our needs, but because He does
all these things as our Father. He is not the “man upstairs,”
the “higher being,” the “force,” or the judge. He is our
Father. Call Him Abba.
Rev. Terry Forke
Montana District President

District President’s Calendar
Sept 9:

Around the District
Concordia in Williston has extended a call to Rev.
David Behm of Trinity Lutheran Church, Morris
Plains, New Jersey. Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.

Trinity, Harlowton
St. Paul, Roundup

Sept 11:

Winkel: Bridger, MT

Sept 14-19: COP: St. Louis, MO

Dual parish, Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior,
and Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula are in
the call process for a pastor. Rev. Andrew Eckert
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor for
Trinity, and Rev. Vernon Sandersfeld continues to
serve as the vacancy pastor for Messiah.

Sept 21-22: Planning Committee Meetings:
Trinity, Great Falls
Sept 23:

Trinity, Harlowton

St. Paul, Roundup
Sept 30:

OV: Our Savior, Stevensville

Oct 7:

OV: St. Paul, Ronan

Oct 14:

Trinity, Harlowton

Rev. Steven Frank has returned the call to
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church,
Thompson Falls. Rev. Larson continues to serve
as vacancy pastor.

St. Paul, Roundup
Oct 19:

Rev. Chad Schopp has returned the call from
Hope Lutheran Church in Socorro, New Mexico
and Christ the King Lutheran Church in Los
Lunas, New Mexico. He continues to serve
Emmaus Lutheran Mission, Big Timber and
Livingston.

BOD meeting: Billings

Oct 23-25: Pastors Conference: Big Fork, MT
Oct 28:

Trinity, Harlowton
St. Paul, Roundup

Transfers and Roster Changes
Mr. Timothy Rehbein was installed to serve
as the fourth grade teacher at Trinity
Lutheran School, Kalispell, on August 26,
2018.

Preus family home-service visits
October 7: Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney, MT
(Sunday service and bible class presentation)
October 8: Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Billings,
MT (5:30 pm)

Mr. Steven Colclasure was accepted, as a
Commissioned Minister (DCE) candidate, in
to the Montana District as of July 30, 2018.

Trinity Lutheran Classical School (PS-8), Miles City has hired Mrs. Roberta Rickman to teach 7th & 8th
grade. Blessings on your service to the children of Trinity Lutheran Classical School!
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Around the District
Mrs. Cynthia (Cindy) Louise Speed was called to glory on Wednesday,
September 12, 2018. Her memorial service will be held at Trinity Lutheran
Church (537 Grand Ave, Billings) on Wednesday, September 19 at 4 pm. A
reception at Trinity Lutheran School (2802 Belvedere Dr, Billings) will follow
the service.
Cindy served of the Director of Parish Music for Trinity Lutheran Church and
School in Billings, MT.
Cindy was a devoted follower of Christ and provided a shining example of
her faith throughout her life. Family and friends remember Cindy as vibrant,
energetic, cheerful, generous, and loyal. Cindy loved her family fiercely and
was an adoring daughter, sister, mother, and proud grandmother.
Cindy’s obituary can be found at: https://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/
cynthia-cindy-louise-speed/article_82124f42-55b8-5a6a-91ea9f5541db4024.html#utm_source=billingsgazette.com&utm_campaign=%2Femail-updates%2Flocalnewsletters%2Fobituaries%
2F&utm_medium=email&utm_content=AFA72FD68BAA0FD0CBE8622E28E739843C1F4DE8
Zion Lutheran Church, Chinook—After two years of planning, securing finances, and construction,
Zion Lutheran Church at Chinook celebrated a special dedication service on Saturday, August 18,
2018. Zion was organized in 1904 and the present church was built in 1914. A potluck supper,
attended by members and the community, followed the special service. Renovations included new
flooring upstairs and down, new roof, new siding, new windows, an additional bathroom, a small
fellowship area, major structural repairs and the entire interior, repainted.
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Excerpt from: The Thompsons - Serving God in West Africa, Sierra Leone
We have just finished a six-week theological training
session at the Coordinating Center for Theological Studies
(CCTS), located in the village of Jembe, South/Bo District,
25 miles east of Bo, where we reside. Please enjoy our
report on what God is doing here and of future planning
in this place, which we ask you for your continued prayers
and support.
The CCTS has her early beginnings in Liberia. Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sierra Leone (CELC-SL), the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia
(ELCL), and the Lutheran Church of Guinea have shared a close relationship with one another even
when brutal civil wars broke out in this region. The civil war waged from 1991-2002. A huge influx of
refugees, fleeing the war and seeking refuge as the rebels moved throughout the land, traveled
between these three countries.
A Liberian refugee camp of over 18,000 souls was located in Jembe. Due to the destruction of the
CCTS in Liberia caused by the war, a large congregation and training center was established just
outside of the Jembe village, in Sierra Leone.
Despite the suffering, devastation and atrocities caused by the war, the Gospel flourished! Amidst
the persecution, God's Church was growing and the need to raise up and train men to lead,
evangelize, and care for her people was great. The CCTS facility in Jembe has been the primary
location for training evangelists since 2000.
Liberians, Guineans, and Sierra Leonians
continue to seek theological training here. It
also serves as a place of worship each Sunday:
Ascension Lutheran Church…
The CELC-SL has asked the LCMS for help and
assistance to continue the work of training its
men that have been selected to enter CCTS
and be trained as evangelists. This is why we are here: to continue the work of theological
education at CCTS and to help put in place a sustainable pattern of Word and Sacrament ministry
through the development of a faithful, confessional curriculum of study (seminary program) which
leads to a path of ordination.
For the entire newsletter, visit: https://spark.adobe.com/page/ftSk4EW4GyVIt/
Please note our new email addresses as you stay in contact with us:
doug.thompson@lcmsi.org or angela.thompson@lcms.org
or by Facebook at: www.facebook.com/Meansofgrace
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Except from: God’s Reign in Spain:
The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner
Pastoral Formation
Felipe is installed as a Deacon to serve IELE as he completes his theological studies. He has begun to
serve as a vicar in the Madrid congregation under the supervision of David and Pastor Jose Luis
(one of our Spanish pastors).
Mario’s sending service in Sevilla, as he leaves to attend the new Lutheran Spanish-speaking
Concordia Seminary of the Reformer in the Dominican Republic. He will finish his theological classes
and complete a vicarage under the supervision of Seminary professors. His mom and brother
attended the Divine Service for the first time at his sending service.

Mario with his brother and mother after his sending service

L-R: Felipe, Pastor Warner

Reunion in Cartagena
During August vacations, the far-flung members of the Cartagena
congregation re-unite for worship and fellowship. Since several
families have moved away for jobs, this group of Christians now
worships together by skyping in to services and devotions every
week. It is a joyous occasion when they greet each other again and
gather around the Word and Sacrament of the Divine Service
(which was held in our home this time). We invited one of the
families to stay with us,
making their visit possible, and giving us a lively week! After
worship we enjoyed a BBQ and fellowship together. While
these families were here, David had a special confirmation
session with 2 youth who have been studying on a weekly
basis with Antonio, the seminarian in Cartagena.
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Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia
In the last newsletter I explained what our Home Service
time in the US was for and why. It is now done. We had a
very rewarding time visiting many of you and greatly
enjoyed the chance to spend time with you, catching up
with old friends (in some cases finally getting to put a
face to friends we only new through email) and making
new friends as well…and having the chance in person to
update you on the work our Lord is doing in Ethiopia with
the EECMY. We are truly grateful for the many of you that
we were able to see, and for those of you that we were
not able to connect with this time, I pray that we will see you on our next Home Service. Please do
know that we did our best to see as many of you as we could. We ended up driving over 14,000
miles (that’s not a typo… we also did a little flying) visiting around fifteen states to make about 55
different presentations. In the middle of all of that, Levi Philip Stinnett was born on August 9th. The
birth went smoothly (even if not to our expected schedule) and both Johanna and Levi are doing
well. Not surprisingly, he is a good little traveler, flying from Great Falls, MT with Jo and Naomi to
join us in Missouri, driving on from there to West Virginia and making an additional flight to Arizona.
Levi did very well on all of those trips with very little complaint (he fits right in with his brother and
sisters). He is truly a wonderful blessing from God. Our time in the US is finished for now, I am once
again writing from our home in Ethiopia. I started teaching this week and will tell you about that
next month. Johanna and the family are scheduled to fly home on Saturday. They are flying out of
Wash. DC. Hopefully, the hurricane will stay far enough south that they are able to leave safely. I ask
for your prayers for them as they prepare to come home. Thank you all, again, for your hospitality,
friendship and support. We would not be able to be here doing the Lord’s work if you did not send
us and keep us here. May our Lord bless you always.

Rebecca Braaten will serve as Head of School for Trinity Lutheran School (K-12) in
2018-2019 school year. Mrs. Braaten holds a master’s in educational technology
and also holds a Director of Christian Education certification. She has transformed
Trinity Lutheran School’s use of educational technology, therefore making TLS the
most technologically advanced classical Christian school in the valley!
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2018 Prison/Jail Ministry Conference Report
Written by: Mr. Fred Lewis, Deer Lodge
The 2018 Prison/Jail Ministry Conference was held in St Louis, Missouri on August 17-18 at the St
Louis Airport Hilton Hotel. The theme of the conference was “Captive souls…Mercy for all”. In
attendance were 61 people from San Diego to New York. Representing Montana was Fred Lewis,
member of St John Lutheran Church in Deer Lodge, who visits the Montana State Prison with Dave
Streufert, twice weekly for Bible study. The conference was sponsored by the Southern Illinois
LWML. Many topics were covered, some of them were “Millennials and Generation Z, Ministry to
Muslims, 5 Stages of Incarceration, How to Deal With Various Faith Groups, World Religions, Other
Christian Denominations, Dos and Don’ts, How to Relate, Re-Entry Programming, Dealing With
Addictions, Guarding Your Heart, and many more. The keynote speaker was the Rev. Dr. Herb Miller,
1st VP of the LC-MS who expressed that God moves people around so they might hear the gospel,
or, so they can tell others about the gospel. We all are to help people to meet the Lord. We tell
them over coffee, in church and Sunday School, in prison, or in the hospital. There is a statement,
“Sterben ist kein kinderspiel”; death is not child’s play.
Devotions began and ended each day. The Rev. Joel Hempel shared the scripture that St. Paul was
shaking in his sandals when he approached Corinth. So, we can feel in good company when we feel
similarly whether we approach friends and neighbors, or inmates, as the Holy Spirit leads us. And,
St Paul did not let his ego, personality, knowledge, or humanity get in his way. He remained humble
and a man of God, knowing and teaching only God through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Concordia Professor Dr. Leo Sanchez shared that the Holy Spirit shapes Christ in us to talk to others,
be they friends, neighbors, inmates, etc. The Holy Spirit is connected to Jesus; the one who has the
Spirit, gives the Spirit. Because of sin, we die, and are resurrected, and continue in our renewal.
We are shaped for “the battle”. We must set aside time to commune with God. Jesus did. He
talked (prayed) to God, many times, one being in the garden, and on the cross. We also must daily
read the scriptures.
Rev. Tim Carter shared that mercy is difficult for an inmate to experience. The environment is a very
dark place, where the light of Christ needs to shine. Inmates need, and want, to hear of the mercy
and grace of God.
In Exodus 3: 10 God says, “Come, I will send you….”, to which we must say, “here am I, send me!”

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5: 1-2
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Every year, 4th graders at Zion Lutheran
Church, Chinook, are presented with The
Lutheran Study Bible. September 9th was the
first day of Sunday school for 2018.
Front row L-R: Riley Ingersoll, Carter Alish,
Henry Miller, Kiley Huravitch, Lori Mord.
Back: Pastor Marcus Williams

This I know, that God is for me. 10 In God, whose word I praise, in the Lord, whose word I praise,
11
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?
Psalm 56: 9b-11 (ESV)
On Saturday, August 25th, Zion Lutheran Church, Chinook, hosted the LWML Central Zone Fall Rally.
22 people attended the rally, which included a message and Bible study entitled, “The Lord is My
Rock,” by Pastor Williams, guest speaker LWML District President Shari Miller, and a business
meeting led by Central Zone President Val Martin.

LWML District President Shari Miller

Pastor Marcus Williams leading the opening devotion for the Central Zone Fall Rally

Pastor David Preus and his family will be in Billings on the evening of
Monday October 8th, 2018. Pastor Preus is currently bringing the
Gospel to the people of the Dominican Republic. Please join us for a
potluck supper, presentation and visit with Pastor Preus and his
family at Mount Olive Lutheran Church (2336 St. Ave., Billings) at
5:30 pm. If you have any questions, contact the church office at
656-6687.
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