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 “Active shooter.”  Those words, heard too often in 
our nation, send a chill down the spine of every 
American.  That we are familiar with the words 
indicates something has gone radically wrong.  We, the 
nation, not just schools, or concerts, or malls; we, the 
nation, are the subject of a streak of violence in the 
nature of our being.  We have grown weary of thinking, 
“Not again.”  We have grown numb to the ferocity of a 
random anger that has invaded even safe places, and 
annihilated hundreds of innocents.  And we are afraid.  
We are afraid that it will happen again.  We are afraid 
to attend school, to dance at the concert, to walk down 
the street.   

 We are afraid of ourselves. We are afraid that we do 
not have the courage to make meaningful changes, or 
we are afraid that if we do, someone else will win the 
advantage that we will lose.  We are afraid that the 
posturing that inevitably follows violence will 
overshadow those who are its victims.  

 Fear paralyzes.  It blinds us to a reality that is at 
least a part of the solution.  Will the politicians, the 
parents, the students or society craft a solution?  It is a 
terrible indictment that we have little confidence in 
any of the characters.  Perhaps that is because we are 
blind to the chief character that imbues a spirit of 
violence, unimpeded by the structures of our culture.   

 I am not trying to evade a real-world solution with 
“thoughts and prayers.”  Solutions must be crafted by 
those who have such vocation.  But if you, the faithful, 
are to be salt to a world rotting in the stench of its own 
violence, you must be reminded that you are wrestled 
by the ruler of this world.  he is by his nature dedicated 
to hostility, and by his actions demonstrated to be a 
brutal creature.  Jesus said of him, “The thief comes 

only to steal, and kill and destroy.”  (John 10:10) 

 Let us set aside for the moment debates about guns 
and ammunition and mental illness and second 
amendments.  They have their place and as citizens we 
should be a part of them.  But for now let us focus on 
the enemy that will not be discussed in the public 
square.  satan is intent on killing and destroying.  
Violence is his chosen method of operation.  It matters 
little to him if he kills millions yet in the womb, or 17 in 
a high school in Florida, or thousands through 
domestic violence.  Lurking in the fatality statistics of 
our nation is the evil being who would sow chaos and 
destroy souls through unexpected and cruel death.   

 Our hope is found neither in gun regulation, nor in 
second amendment rights.  Our hope is found in Jesus.  
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the works of the devil.” 1 John 3:8  If satan is the 
apprentice of destruction, Jesus has mastery over him.  
Whatever violence satan is able to craft in this world 
Jesus is able to loose its bonds.  Even death has been 
destroyed by Jesus so that it is no longer able to hold 
those who are in faith in Him.  In opposition to the 
destruction of satan Jesus said of Himself, “I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly.”  John 10:10 

 The world will not see Jesus as the true solution for 
life.  It will wallow in violence and death until the end.  
But you, dear Christian, you have life!  And even when 
death, by whatever means, enters your experience, its 
destructive powers have been destroyed by the Master 
of life.  His abundance never fails you.   

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 

Steal, Kill and Destroy 
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District President’s Calendar 

Mar 4:  Official Visit: St. Mark, Butte/Zion, 

   Whitehall 

Mar 5:  Speak Up Speech Tournament: Trinity 

   Lutheran School, Billings 

Mar 11:  Trinity, Harlowton 

Mar 12:  Winkel: St. Paul, Park City 

Mar 22-23: Regional COP, Sioux Falls, SD 

Mar 25:  Palm Sunday Service, Harlowton 

Mar 30:  Good Friday Service, Harlowton 

Apr 1:  Easter Service, Harlowton 

Apr 8:  Official Visit: Holy Cross, Seeley Lake/

   Faith, Condon 

Apr 15:  Trinity, Harlowton 

Apr 20-22: LWML Convention, First Lutheran, 

   Missoula 

Apr 20-26: COP, St. Louis, MO 

Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call 

process for a pastor.  Rev. Andrew Eckert 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Concordia in Williston is in the call process.  Rev. 

Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as the 

vacancy pastor. 

First Lutheran Church, Bozeman is in the call 

process for an associate pastor. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 

Thompson Falls, is in the call process for a pastor.  

Rev. Ray Larson continues to serve as the vacancy 

pastor. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Anaconda, is in the 

call process for a pastor.  Rev. James Mavis 

continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Seven Words from the Cross (ESV) 

As Easter approaches and we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, let us pause to reflect on His word’s from the 

cross.  

1. Luke 23:34: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

2. Luke 23:43: “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

3. John 19:26–27: “Woman, behold your son!”…“Behold, your mother!” 

4. Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

5. John 19:28: “I thirst.” 

6. John 19:30: “It is finished” 

7. Luke 23:46: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” 

For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God  

Ephesians 2:8 
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Trinity Lutheran Church-Billings 

New Members Welcomed on January 28, 2018! 

Back Row:  John & Tammie Kesler, Tom & Marge Hunt, Robert & Judy Drinkwalter, Kevin & 
Tamara Roche, Robert Weathermon, Jeff Hall 

Front Row:  Ronda Gale, Arica & Brandon & McKenna Wendland, Hazel Moore, MaryJane 
Weathermon 

Not Pictured:  Derek Berube, John & Caroline Boll, Deja Feeback, Peter & Renee Hofacker, Molly 
Lundby, and JoAnn Ostermiller 

District Secretary:  

Rev. Ryan Wendt (Declined) 2 nominations 

Rev. Chad Schopp (Declined) 2 nominations 

Rev. Ken Zoeller (Declined) 2 nominations 

Rev. Kevin Peterson (Accepted) 2 nominations 

Pastor member of the BOD: 

Rev. Ryan Wendt (Accepted) 3 nominations 

Teacher member of the BOD: 

Mr. Richard Thomas (Accepted) 2 nominations 

Lay-members of the BOD:  

Pat Lewis  (Accepted) 2 nominations 

Keith Meier  (Accepted) 2 nominations 

Jerry Roseleip (Accepted) 3 nominations 

Jim Rigby  (Accepted) 2 nominations 

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your name. 

Psalm 86:11 (ESV) 

2018 Montana District Convention Nominees for the Board of Directors 
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Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia-News from the Stinnett Family 

So much has happened since we last wrote to you that it is hard 

to even know where to begin or what to focus on. At the end of 

December/beginning of January, I finished the fall semester, 

graded final exams and papers and turned in final grades just in 

time to leave for my trip to the US. My time there was very busy 

and put to good use. On the weekends, I was able to visit three 

congregations and one circuit Mission Festival to present on the 

work being done here in Ethiopia. During the weeks, I attended 

the CTS Symposia where I was able to reconnect with a number 

of supporters & colleagues and completed my first two PhD clas-

ses. I returned to Addis Ababa the day before my classes re-

sumed for the spring semester and am now almost to mid-

terms. The time has flown by in a blur, but it has been very productive and very good. Through all of these activities, 

one thing that struck me many times was the way that international cooperation is impacting the way our church is 

able to reach people throughout the world. Two examples stand out in my mind. The first was from a discussion in 

my first PhD class which a classmate summarized like this: “The Korean pastor who moved to the US to serve a Kore-

an immigrant congregation in the mid-west just asked for advice on witnessing to Muslims from the US pastor serv-

ing in Ethiopia who deferred the question to the Ethiopian pastor studying in the US.” Pastors from the US, Asia and 

Africa were discussing together how to witness to immigrants primarily from the Middle East now living in the US. 

The second example happened in my living room just a few weeks ago. As leadership from Lutheran Bible Transla-

tors visited with one of the leaders of the EECMY to discuss collaborating to create a Biblical Translation program in 

the Bachelor of Theology program here at MYS. This could help MYS train pastors who would be equipped to go out 

as missionaries able to do Bible translation in counties such as Sudan, Somalia, Chad, etc. Working together, we can 

train Ethiopian missionaries that are able to go to countries that American missionaries cannot work in safely. It is 

truly amazing the way our Lord can use our partnerships to spread His Gospel in ways we could not do alone. Thank 

you for working with us to be a part of all of this.  

Please Pray for:  

-Ethiopia in a State of Emergency again, prayers for people and government  

-the students traveling through troubled country  

-Ethiopian food aid needed  

-Eric’s teaching  

-continued language classes  

-wisdom for Eric as he teaches his students  

Give thanks for:  

-the first part of the PhD work and travel completed  

-continued good health  

-Johanna expecting our fourth child and good health  
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Concordia Center for the Family (CCF) 

Resource and Products Survey 

Pastors, DCEs, DFLMs, and lay volunteers involved in any aspect of Family Life Ministry, please take this brief 

products and resources survey from the Concordia Center for the Family (CCF). CCF's goal is to find the "holes" that 

currently exist in Family Ministry resources. What have you been looking for, but can't find? What do you use that 

you'd recommend to anyone in Family Ministry because it is THAT good?  

We're hopeful that by your completion of the following 4 minute survey we can gather the information we need to 

help locate or produce the resources Family Ministry leaders everywhere need to reach families with the Gospel. 

After you take the survey, please share it with other workers and volunteers that you know. Thank you for your 

time! https://tinyurl.com/myccfsurvey  

Montana District Youth Camp Red Lodge 2018 

High School Camp: (9th-12th): June 17th-22nd  

Family Camp:   June 22nd-24th 

Junior High Camp (6th-8th): June 24th-29th 

Information and forms are online at:  

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/district-youth/ 

For more information, please contact: 

Pastor Willis McCall  

(406)-200-3203 

willismccall@gmail.com  

Redeemer, Anaconda Looking for Help 

 Redeemer Lutheran Church in Anaconda is praying that God will send them their own Pastor soon.  The 

Montana District Board of Directors has chosen Redeemer as its next strategic investment in the proclamation of 

the Gospel.  Anaconda is the tenth largest community in Montana, but our congregation there has struggled to 

stay afloat, and has been served as a vacancy for years.  If God grants Redeemer a Pastor, the district will be 

supporting the Pastor there almost as if this were a mission.  Please keep this effort in your prayers.  

 This is a small congregation that does not have a member that is skilled in music. Consequently the 

congregation invested in a resource, offered by Concordia Publishing House, The Concordia Organist.   This 

resource consists of organ recordings for Lutheran Service Book liturgies and hymns.  Unfortunately, Redeemer’s 

CD player is broken and irreparable.  The congregation is wondering if anyone in the district might have a multi-

disc player they would be willing to donate to Redeemer so that they might have music in their services once 

again.  If you happen to have a cd player you could donate to Redeemer please contact Pastor Forke at: 

forke@mtdistlcms.org.  Thanks.   

https://tinyurl.com/myccfsurvey
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/district-youth/
mailto:willismccall@gmail.com
mailto:forke@mtdistlcms.org
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LWML 75th Anniversary Mites Sunday 

Dear Pastors and Congregations of the Montana District, 

This year the LWML of the Montana District will be celebrating its 75th Anniversary. District President Shari Miller 

has decreed Sunday, March 11, 2018, as a Special 75th Anniversary LWML Mites Sunday. Mites collected on this Sun-

day will be used by the LWML Montana District to aid us in reaching our mission mites goal for the 2016-2018 bien-

nium, which ends March 31, 2018. 

LWML began 75 years ago; some societies started meeting even earlier than that. Many of our current members 

have belonged 5, 10, 20, or 30 years with mothers and grandmothers before them. Consider giving a donation, no 

matter how large or small, in honor of the many years the women of your congregation have Served the Lord with 

gladness! (Psalm 100: 3) 

We are short of reaching our mission mites goal of $55,156.50 for this biennium by approximately $7,500. Every do-

nation received for this Special 75th Anniversary LWML Montana District Mites Sunday will go toward this goal. 

Pastors, please share this with your congregation. Donations can be given to your society’s treasurer or sent 

(postmarked by March 31, 2018) to:  

Barb Kohs, Financial Secretary 

LWML Montana District  

P.O. Box 837 

Hamilton, MT 59840 

Thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration of making a donation in support of LWML missions in this 

country and around the world. 

In service to our Lord Jesus Christ, 

LWML Montana District Board of Directors. 

LWML Celebrating 75 years 

Theme: Every Tongue Confess (Phil. 2:11) 

The LWML Montana District will meet in convention at First Lutheran Church in Missoula on April 20 – 22, 2018.  

This will be a special 75-year celebration of “Serving the Lord with Gladness.” (Psalm 100:2a).  

For registration forms and other information, go to www.mtdistrictlwml.com or contact Christine Wallace at 

406.728.2869. 

This will be a time of Bible study, fellowship, inspirational speakers, singing, and more. 

We will update information on Mission Grants from 2016-2018 and vote on new grants for 2018-2020. 

The Saturday dinner will feature inspiration, history, and entertainment. If you have vintage hats or clothing, please 

wear them. 

A special ingathering of Gifts from the Heart will go to support Mountain Home Montana and Orphan Grain Train. 

Please check our website for ideas. 

All pastors: LWML is issuing a special invitation to the convention; we will waive your registration fee of $55. The 

Saturday dinner cost is $20. Please join us in celebration.  

http://www.mtdistrictlwml.com
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Excerpt from: Reaching Rural America for Christ: A newsletter of LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making 

my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I 

am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:3–6) 

Working Partnerships: Dual/Multi Parishes 

Today in our rural churches, we hear more people talking about partnerships. The motivation that often 

drives that discussion is numbers: smaller church attendance, fewer financial resources to pay a pastor or 

church worker and fewer pastors and church workers to call. These are all valid reasons to talk about 

partnership ministries, but the conversation has to be centered on the partnership of the Gospel. The 

partnership of the Gospel needs to be the center that connects ministries to work together. It needs to be 

about strengthening the body of believers and being Christ’s salt and light to the disconnected and 

unchurched. 

Partnership means: 

•• Relationship between two or more people or organizations that are involved in the same activity  

•• Cooperation between people or groups working together 

•• A group of people working together for some purpose 

•• A company owned by partners where people put money into the partnership and share financial risk and 

profits 

•• Partners are people who make up a partnership collectively 

In the past, dual and multi parishes were usually arranged to share a pastor, and there was very little 

partnering together to do ministry and mission. The definition of partnership gives us five words to think 

about when we develop working partnerships. They are relationships, cooperation, purpose, share and 

collective group. Partnerships only work when they are held together by strong, personal relationships. 

Ministries that are looking at working partnerships need to develop relationships before they decide to be 

partners. Some examples could be joint worship services, joint VBS — perhaps hosting it in a neighboring 

community where there is not an LCMS church — a joint mission trip or a joint youth group. The sky is the 

limit for different activities that can be done to build relationships with each other. 

We are reminded in Eccl.: 9–12 that “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 

For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift 

him up! … And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him — a threefold 

cord is not quickly broken.” 

Contributed by the Rev. Richard Boring LCMS Executive for Mission and Revitalization — LCMS Nebraska 

District  

For the complete newsletter, visit: http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1308#rstmnewsletter    

http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1308#rstmnewsletter


Mexico Mission Update 
February 2018 

Here is the latest news from Benjamin Hill. Although we had a small group that 

went down, we accomplished a great deal. As you can see by the pictures we 

did a ton of painting (40 gallons worth!!!). We textured the ceilings and then 

primed the walls and ceilings and exterior, then painted the ceilings white and 

the interior walls “sky/robin’s egg blue”. The exterior is done in a darker blue. 

We got the kitchen cabinets purchased and delivered, the interior doors and 

frames where ordered and delivered and were scheduled to be installed over 

the weekend (February 12-14). The cabinets are scheduled to be installed this 

week along with the hot water heater which we also purchased. The work crews are due back this week to finish up the elec-

trical and make all the plumbing connections. Water, sewer and electrical are all run 

to the house and the main connections are made. And last but not least, work crews 

will also be finishing the stucco work on the back of the house. 

The house will be ready to go as soon as we get a refrigerator. A nice sized one runs 

right at $650 and we hope that we will get some donations this month to purchase 

it. We already have a dandy gas stove at Kid’s Kingdom, Imuris and Arturo will be 

taking it down later this week. We also hope to be able to purchase a swamp cooler 

before summer (about $300). 

We have a couple who are ready to move from Hermosillo (about 1 ½ 

hours south of Benjamin Hill). They will begin to get things set-up and 

will be focusing on providing a source of income for the orphanage. First 

up on the list will be building a chicken coop and rabbit hutch and fenced 

enclosures for both. Along with both of those we will be planting a large 

garden. We hope to be able to sell eggs, meat rabbits and vegetables to 

help fund the orphanage. We will be trying to raise around $800 to buy 

the wood and fencing, animals, feed, seeds and fruit trees. We also have our first special needs person who will be moving in. 

Her name is Mercedes, she loves animals and will be helping to get the farm going. 

We also have access to 30+ acres adjoining the orphanage property that 

belongs to the city of Benjamin Hill. They are willing to let us use it for the 

foreseeable future and we hope to add goats and some cattle to the mix 

of our farming operations to provide food for the orphanage and also sell 

for income. 

Next up on the project list in Benjamin Hill is completing the dorms. Over 

the next few weeks the side walls in the front will be raised 3 blocks high-

er in preparation for the roof. Then the interiors and exteriors will receive 

a coat of stucco. We are about $7,900 dollars away from having them done, painted and furnished.  

The Lord really blessed our work on this trip. We got 

to spend some quality time with the staff and chil-

dren in Imuris. We also distributed food baskets to 

families (mostly widows and single moms) from the 

church at Kid’s Kingdom who where in need. And as 

is our custom, made the trip to Magdelana with two 

van loads of kids for pizza on Friday night. 

In His Service, Pastor Mark* and all the mission minded folks who have made this possible. 

*Pastor Mark has moved to North Dakota, however, he currently still leads volunteers from First, Missoula, on this mission to 

Mexico  
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