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 “Martin Luther is a hero of the German people because he not only unified the German language, but he also freed the 
nation from the oppression of Rome, and taught people to think independently.”  In museum after museum, dedicated to the 
famous reformer, this was the dominant theme we encountered as my family toured Germany this past summer.  The German 
government’s emphasis on Renaissance and Reformation had turned Luther into someone we could barely recognize.  The 
content of Luther’s faith was rarely presented.  His emphasis on God’s Word almost entirely ignored.  Jesus was not present! 

 How can it be that in Germany, the birthplace of the Reformation, the Gospel is so scarce?  I share this experience as a 
cautionary tale, to remind us of the vulnerability of the Gospel, and to wonder, out loud, whether we, in the United States are 
headed in the same direction.   

 To be sure, Luther contributed voluminously to life in 17th century Europe.  But he ought to be chiefly known for his 
rediscovery of and his devotion to the Word of God.  “Let the man who would hear God speak, read Holy Scripture,” he wrote.  
Luther was all about the Word of God.  His position is properly presented in the Lutheran Confessions, “We believe, teach, and 
confess that the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments are the only rule and norm according to 
which all doctrines and teachers alike must be appraised and judged…” (Formula of Concord, Epitome)  

 Yet, despite the celebrated commitment of Lutherans to the Word, the homeland of Luther seems ignorant of it.  Indeed, in 
pulpits around the world, Lutheran pulpits no less, a rank humanism passes as the truth that God would bestow on His people.  
They teach us that to be Christian is to love in such a way that we do not “appraise and judge” anything or anyone.  

 The condition of Germany is a reminder that while Luther was used by God to speak the Word, Luther was not powerful at 
all.  In fact, regarding the work of reformation Luther said, “I did nothing.  The Word did it all.”  This is an important distinction, 
for if we elevate a man too highly, even one so learned as Luther, we may lose sight of the pre-eminence of the Word.  Jesus is 
the Word.  He is the one who has given us His Word.  He says precisely that in John 17:14.  “I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.” 

 The world hates the Word of God because it challenges, confronts, obstructs, appraises, and judges every way of the world.  
Jesus is that Word of God.  He was the only one who could truly give it as God intended.  As a result, He bore the brunt of the 
world’s hatred, and it killed Him.  But you can be assured that the world cannot claim victory, because the Word is risen, lives 
and reigns to all eternity.   

 Now is not the time for us to moan and wring our hands because the Word of the Gospel is so scarce.  While it is true that 
the Word, not Luther, and not you, is the power of God at work in the world, it is also true that God uses His people to speak 
and live His Word.  Jesus has given you His Word, and with it life.  As He is raised, so are you.  The Word cannot be killed.   

 Because of this gift you also are a reformer.  You do not generate the reformation of the world.  The Word does that.  You 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Word.  The Holy Spirit uses you to speak and live the Word in the context of your 
vocation.  He assists you to appraise and judge all doctrines and teachers by that Word alone.  And in so doing the Spirit of God 
preserves the Word for all generations.   

God's Word is our great heritage 
And shall be ours forever… 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 
We keep its teachings pure. 
Throughout all generations.    

(LSB 582) 
Rev. Terry Forke 

MT District President 

I Have Given Them Your Word 
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District President’s Calendar 

October 1:  Official Visit: Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula 

October 10: Trinity Lutheran Church, Harlowton 

October 13: Lutheran for Life Seminar, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Billings 

October 15: Official Visit: Hope Lutheran Church, Billings 

October 17: Board of Directors Meeting, District Office, Billings 

Oct 18-20: Church Workers’ Conference, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Billings 

October 22: Trinity Lutheran Church, Harlowton 

October 28:  Western Circuit Reformation Celebration, First Lutheran, Missoula 

October 29:  Reformation Service, Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell 

Nov 5: Official Visit: First Lutheran Church, Helena 

Nov 12: Trinity Lutheran Church, Harlowton 

Nov 13-16: Council of Presidents, New Orleans 

Nov 18: Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls: 125th Anniversary Service and Celebration 

Nov 19: Official Visit: Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hardin 

Nov 26: Trinity Lutheran Church, Harlowton 

Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call process for a pastor.  Rev. Andrew Eckert continues to 

serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Concordia in Williston is in the call process.  Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as the 

vacancy pastor. 

First Lutheran Church, Bozeman is in the call process for an associate pastor. 

Grace Lutheran in Hamilton is being served by a DCE intern. 

Rev. Adam Salinas has accepted the Call to Trinity Great Falls, St. John Fairfield and Zion Power.  He 

will be installed at Zion Lutheran Church on December 10th at 4pm. 

Rev. Jonathan Bonine has accepted a Call to serve as Camp Director of Shepherd’s Hill at the 

Crossroads in Bismarck, North Dakota.  Rev. Ray Larson is serving Shepherd of the Valley. 

Rev. Mark Christensen has transferred to Bismark, ND 

Rev. David Hasselbrook has been moved to candidate status.  Rev. Vernon Sandersfeld is serving 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula. 
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2018 Montana District Convention 

 In less than a year the Montana District will be meeting in convention.  This convention happens 
every three years.  It is a wonderful event where lay-delegates and Pastors from all our 
congregations meet for study of God’s Word, worship and conduct administrative duties, including 
sending overtures to the Synodical convention.  

 Under the theme, “Truth Came Through Jesus Christ” John 1:17, delegates will read and discuss 
the entire Gospel of John.  The particular focus will be the nature of The Truth and its impact on the 
world.  Many in our world do not believe that there is such a thing as truth.  We know that not only 
did Jesus give us The Truth, He is The Truth.  

 Soon, congregations will be asked to begin preparing for the convention.  The necessary duties of 
preparation include electing a lay-delegate, and submitting overtures.   Allow me a few moments to 
emphasize overtures.  These are formal submissions to the convention outlining a way to deal with 
a problem, or how to emphasize a particular issue.  Overtures must come from congregations, not 
individuals.  If you see a problem at the Syndical or District level, or if there is a cultural issue that 
you think the Church needs to address, please talk to your Pastor or Elders.  They may be to help 
you address the issue in a way that your congregation can support.   

 The convention will be held at Trinity Lutheran School in Billings on June 11-14, 2018.  Delegates 
will stay at local hotels.  The District Office will make all the arrangements.  If you are in the area, or 
desire to be there, even if you are not a delegate you are welcome to take in some or all of the 
sessions of the convention. Please pray for our District and Synod that God will use us to boldly 
proclaim The Truth of Jesus. 

What: 2018 Montana District Convention 

Where: Trinity Lutheran School 

   2802 Belvedere Dr, Billings, MT 59102  

When: June 11-14, 2018 

For More Information Contact: Montana District Office 

       406-259-2908 

       office@mtdistlcms.org 

       http://www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/  

125th Anniversary Celebration 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls, Montana will celebrate their 125th anniversary on November 

18, 2017 with a special worship service, dinner and program. Montana District President, Reverend 

Terry Forke will be the guest preacher. A history book of the congregation is being created as well as 

souvenir bookmarks, coffee mugs and ornaments and will be available to former members and 

friends, upon request. Please call (406) 452-2121 or email trinity@trinity-mt.org to make a 

reservation to attend the service and  dinner or to request a history book. 

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/
mailto:trinity@trinity-mt.org
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia  

Mekane Yesus Seminary, Addis Ababa— Now that I am half way through 

the semester (time certainly is flying by quickly) I have come to realize 

that I have a problem with my MA 1 class, but it is the kind of problem I 

suspect every teacher wishes to have – my students are almost too eager 

to learn. They keep asking so many questions, very good questions, 

questions that are theologically deep and take quite a bit of time to 

answer, questions that are very relevant, questions that need to be 

worked through and answered, questions that are important enough that 

I cannot put them off or ignore them…but questions that are not 

necessarily fully on the topic of the lecture that I am trying to give. The 

result is that we are constantly discussing and debating good theology, but I am falling further and 

further behind in my syllabus. I was discussing this with Rev. Mark Rabe and Johanna this week and 

we came up with a solution, starting this week, I am inviting the class to my house Sunday afternoon 

to discuss their “off topic” theological questions. If this first meeting is a success, I may continue it 

on either a weekly or bi-weekly basis. I am looking forward to this. We have had students to the 

house before for fellowship and discussion, but it has always been very informal and the topics 

raised spontaneously. This will be the first time the discussion is planned in advance and intended to 

be academically serious. If all goes well, this will allow me to get my lectures back on schedule and 

still address all the students’ theological questions with the depth and detail they deserve. As an 

added bonus, sitting around the house, drinking coffee and eating snacks together while we talk can 

only serve to strengthen the personal relationships with each of the students. All in all, I think it is a 

good answer to a very good problem.  

500th Reformation in Addis Ababa 

The festival of Reformation was celebrated 

here in Ethiopia this past Sunday. The banner 

to the far left has the beautiful “solas” in 

Amharic. Saved by grace alone, through faith 

alone as revealed to us in Scripture alone. (It 

was really great to be able to read this banner 

in Amharic and understand it!) The bottom line 

says, “It is still all about Jesus.” The mother 

church that we attended in Addis, had standing 

room only and Dr. Berhanu (General Secretary) 

preached after Dr. Yonas (President of the 

EECMY) spoke. Soli deo Gloria!  
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Excerpt from: The Thompsons-Serving God in West Africa 

Rev. Thompson finished his classes at the Summer Institute of Linguistics at the University of North 
Dakota (SIL-UND), which was in session from June 4th-August 4th. Classes included Intro to 
Sociolinguistics, Language Acquisition, and Analytical Grammar. Rev. Thompson adjusted to being a 
student again and the classes were very challenging, but great experience and learning was gained 
that will be put to use immediately when we land in Sierra Leone. We will begin language learning 
with our language nurturers right away when we arrive. Angie joined him at the end of the term and 
we traveled together to visit Mission Central in Iowa. We were also able to visit former missionaries 
to Africa and several other congregations on our way back home. August was spent doing some 
home repairs and remodeling, as well as continuing our network support (NSM) visits to many of 
our partnering congregations.  

By mid-September Rev. Thompson was traveling again, this time back to Sierra Leone, for a two 
week collaborative training session with Dr. Steve Hein from Project: Lutheran Pastoral Education. 
Rev. Thompson was able to observe the teaching that was taking place and assess the level of 
student comprehension and ability. He was able to develop a proposed seminary curriculum to 
present to the CELC-SL church leaders, as well as leading worship services.  

After meeting with CELC-SL church leaders and presenting the proposed four-year seminary 
curriculum, the leaders agreed to officially adopt it and take the BIG step forward towards formal 
seminary education. This is huge! It now paves the way for 2018 to be a year of teacher 
identification, training, and material acquisition. The CELC-SL has set January – March of 2019 as 
being the first session of Year One for the seminary program. We couldn’t be more excited! Christ 
Evangelical Lutheran Seminary – Sierra Leone (CELS-SL). How does that sound?... 

December will be a month in which we focus on Advent, Christmas, family, and our preparations to 
re-deploy on January 3, 2018. We are so thankful to have time to spend with our children, Richard & 
Krista, who are both doing well in the US. Another highlight before we depart, will be celebrating 
the marriage of our son, Richard, to his beloved, Jessica, on December 29th. There is truly much to 
be thankful!   

Project: Lutheran Pastoral Education, West Africa 2017 Intermediate class. Jevouhey House, Freetown, Sierra Leone  
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LWML SOUTHERN ZONE FALL RALLY  

Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of LWML and the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, the ladies 

of LWML Mary and Martha Society of Mount Olive Lutheran Church hosted the Southern Zone Fall 

Rally on Saturday, September 30.  Zone President Shirley Zeller welcomed the ladies from Belfry (1), 

Bridger (1), Laurel (4), Park City (3), Hardin (3), Trinity (4), Christ the King (3), Our Savior (1), and 

Mount Olive (25).  Using the Rally Theme “The Righteous Shall Live By Faith, Zone Counselor Rev. 

Dewell led the Bible study based on the Reformation and Martin Luther.  Presentations were made 

by Montana District LWML President Shari Miller, Angela Thompson, Missionary to Sierra Leone, 

and Donna Mohr, Zone delegate to the LWML Convention in Albuquerque in June.  The Opening and 

Closing Devotions were led by Pastor Mark Grunst.  Mount Olive Preschool was the very grateful 

recipient of the Ingathering; consisting of 85 paper and soap items, 23 snack containers, and $230. 

Many thanks to the presenters and everyone who came and participated in the Rally. 

Reformation Celebrations 

Front row:  P. Iverson, R. Larson, P. Sandersfeld, R. Carlson, Back row: P. Johnson , P. Forke, P. Peterson, P. Eckert 

Western Circuit Reformation Celebration 
October 28, 2017  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord! 
A German accordion band provided 
wonderful entertainment following the 
celebration service and meal, hosted by 
First Lutheran Church, Missoula.   
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On Tuesday, October 31st, the students and staff of Trinity Lutheran School in Billings spent the 

entire day celebrating Martin Luther and the Reformation. Beginning with an opening skit by the 

staff and students, with a brief outline of  why Martin Luther chose to nail his 95 Theses to the door 

of the Wittenburg church and how that decision changed the world. There were activities all day, 

including a Reformation lunch that consisted of Wittenburgers; Reformed potatoes; Can’t Recant 

beans, A Mighty Fortress fruit, and Indulgent chocolate chip cookies. In the afternoon there was a 

Bible Quiz that involved students from each class. What a great way to share the heritage of our 

Lutheran Church.  

Reformation Celebrations 

Students from various classes 

participate in a Bible Quiz with 7th 

grade teacher, Mr. Ted Loomans. 
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This is a picture of Deaf Camp 2017.  There were over 45 people in attendance at the camp, which 

was held in Bigfork at Trinity Lutheran Camp from August 10 – 13, 2017.  They enjoyed Bible 

study  and worship in sign language. The weather was great and food was very good, too!  

Baptism of Broc Kirkendall last Friday, 

Sept. 1st, in Big Timber 

Around the District 

Thank you for the grant money which purchased the 

rest of our new curriculum! 

 ~King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia Falls  

Thank You 
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Lutherans for Life Seminar: October 13-14 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings 

“Lutherans are for life.”  So said Rev. Michael Salemink, Executive Director of 

Lutherans for Life, who presented at the Yellowstone Valley Lutherans for Life 

seminar on October 13-14 at Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings.  In one of 

his sessions he told how his unwed-pregnant-teenage parents were led to an 

LCMS congregation in Iowa.  The members of that congregation were so “for 

life” that they took the young couple in and helped them manage getting 

married, giving birth, raising children and eventually heading off to the 

seminary.  Rev. Salemink concluded that to be Lutherans for life you don’t have 

to have special skills or pass certain courses.  All that is required is that you thank God for every life, 

and look for ways to support it.   

Life News 

Hope for Life 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

January 21, 2018 

       There’s Humanity even in suffering. 

                 There’s still Opportunity in uncertainty. 

       There’s Promise even in weakness. 

                  There’s still Enjoyment in the unexpected.  

“But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 

having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 

Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, 

than for doing evil.”  

1 Peter 3:15-17 

Please visit: https://www.lutheransforlife.org/ for information and resources on the sanctity of life, 

life issues and recent news and events. 

This year’s national March for Life is on January 19, 2018. For more information, visit:  http://

marchforlife.org/mfl-2018/  

https://www.lutheransforlife.org/
http://marchforlife.org/mfl-2018/
http://marchforlife.org/mfl-2018/
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Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain  

The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner 

Annual Asamblea Great Success!! 

Lutherans from across Spain gathered at our annual national gathering Oct 13
-15th at an idyllic camp just south of Madrid. It was a great weekend to 
celebrate the Reformation and the proclamation in Spain of the pure gospel—
Christ Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone. We enjoyed fellowship while 
playing Luther Trivia and sampling German beer and soft pretzels, and a 
special Reformation cake! Dr. Arthur Just from Concordia Seminary Ft Wayne 
led the teaching on various aspects of the Reformation. Worship and 
reformation-themed children’s activities rounded out the weekend.  

Your Prayers Needed  

With the dedication of the Centro Casiodoro de Reina, (the new worship and ministry center in 
Sevilla) and the ordination of a Spanish pastor coming up Nov 18-19th, we would like to humbly ask 
you for special prayer!  
 For a hedge of protection around us, Pastor Lehman and his family, and Pastor Juan and his 

family as the enemy seeks to throw up roadblocks to finishing the necessary work before the 
dedication service  

 For unity amongst the leaders of the Lutheran Church in Spain (IELE)  
 For good health for all of us  
 For a member in Sevilla who is awaiting a surgery date, that it would not be the week before the 

dedication so that she and her family can attend the festivities without hindrance  
 For health for our pregnant daughter-in-law and for a safe delivery of our first grandchild, due 

Nov 18th  
 Travelling mercies for guests arriving from other countries, and for members of IELE who will be 

arriving from across Spain  
We are so thankful for partners like you, who not only financially support God’s work here, but are 
ready and willing to come along side of us, interceding on behalf of your brothers and sisters in 
Christ, in Spain. Muchas Gracias!  

41 in Attendance!  A Mighty Fortress is Our God! 
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Excerpt from: News from the Schlund Family Serving the Lord in Mexico 

Reformation Celebration 

Buen Pastor had the honor of hosting the Synodical celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 

reformation. The guest preacher for our service was Rev. Roberto Bustamente from Argentina who 

presented at the Luther Academy conference earlier in the week. The service included a 

confirmation, the ordination of Benjamin Quezada who will serve at San Pedro, and the installation 

of the officers for the Lutheran Synod of Mexico. Following the service, members of Buen Pastor 

presented their annual Reformation day skit of the Diet of Worms. Afterwards, everyone enjoyed a 

meal of German and Mexican foods.  

Earthquakes  

The month of September brought two major earthquakes to Mexico: an 8.1 magnitude earthquake 

off the coast of Chiapas on September 7th and a 7.1 magnitude earthquake just 100 miles away 

from us on September 19th . The members of our churches are safe, and their homes sustained 

little, if any, damage. Many of the walls in our apartment were damaged. Thankfully, none of the 

damage affected the structure or stability of the apartment, and everything has already been 

repaired. We thank God for his protection during these disasters. In the days after the earthquake, 

CPTLN (Lutheran Hour-Mexico) gathered donations and delivered them to shelters for those who 

lost their homes in the earthquake. We are working with CPTLN and LCMS Disaster Response to 

assist with the rebuilding of homes in Xochimilco, a neighborhood in southern Mexico City.  
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Attention all Rostered Workers!! 

Please visit: http://cwu.lcms.org to review and update your information, and make any necessary 

changes.  If you prefer a hard copy, need assistance or do not know your login information, please 

contact Rosters and Statistics by email at Rosters.Stats@lcms.org, or call the Church Information 

Center, which will direct you to them, at (888)843-5267.  Thank you for your time in reviewing and 

updating your information. 

Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

October 17, 2017 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Tuesday, October 17th, at the District office, 
for the quarterly board meeting.  Items included the 3rd quarter financial statements, follow up from 
the closure of River of Life Lutheran Fellowship, a final reading and recommendation to accept all 
changes made to the constitution of St. John, Deer Lodge, review of the Student Loan Repayment 
Grant Policy and other bylaws, District office maintenance, and review of the proposed 2018 
budget. 

President Forke reported that he made 3 congregational visits, 6 congregation member visits, 13 
pastor visits, 1 circuit meetings, 10 other District level meetings, 3 Synodical level meetings, 1 
Council of President’s Meeting, and 1 official act of ordaining and installing Rev. Marcus Williams to 
Zion Lutheran Church, Havre and Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Chinook. The tentative calendar for 
the remainder of the year include: BOD meeting January 22nd in Billings, BOD meeting May 4th in 
Great Falls, Montana District Convention June 11-14 in Billings and BOD meeting October 15th in 
Billings. 

2017 Church Workers’ Conference 

October 18th-20th 

Pastors and commissioned workers from around the District met for the annual Church Workers’ 

Conference, hosted by Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Billings.   36 active pastors, 5 retired pastors, 

and 19 commissioned workers attended the three day conference.  Presentations were given by Rev. 

Kevin Peterson, Shepherd of the Valley-Salmon, Rev. Charles Lehmann, Holy Trinity-Belgrade and 

Grace Lutheran-Three Forks, Rev. Andrew Eckert-Our Savior-Stevensville and Trinity-Superior, 

Deaconess Kim Bueltmann (Missionary to Germany and sister of Rev. Kevin Bueltmann), Rev. 

Reformation Reflections Booklet 

Reformation bulletin inserts are online!  You can view the entire collection at: http://

www.mtdistlcms.org/reformation/ or explore by topic at: http://www.mtdistlcms.org/reformation/

bulletin-inserts/  

http://cwu.lcms.org
mailto:Rosters.Stats@lcms.org
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/reformation/
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/reformation/
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/reformation/bulletin-inserts/
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/reformation/bulletin-inserts/

