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The People Who Walked in Darkness Have Seen a Great Light
“We may be in trouble.” My dear and longsuffering wife had consented to accompanying me on another ill-fated
adventure. This time we had decided to squeeze in an end-of-the-day hike at the Ah-Nei recreation area, north of
Billings. I knew that a full moon would rise at sunset so I figured it would be kind of fun to walk in the dark. Three things I
had not counted on; her willingness to go “just a little further,” clouds so thick that the moon did not rise, and a rat’s nest
of motorcycle trails that refused to provide more than five feet of progress in one direction.
Now it was pitch black, and we were inching along, hoping, and praying for the headlights of a truck on the road to
give us an indication as to the right direction. I began to wonder how Pastor Jacobs would take it if I missed my official
visit to Crow Agency the next morning, because we were lost in the hills. Not long after I had warned Cheryl of impending
“trouble,” there was the truck and its light, there was safety, and warmth, and a place to belong. Once again our Father
had delivered us from my folly.
On the drive home I began to ponder whether our evening experience could be likened to that of the faithful Israelites,
who for thousands of years looked for the light of the coming Messiah. Generation after generation clung to the promise
that someday a great light would be seen, that God would send the light of the world to save them. I wonder whether
they felt like they were wandering in the darkness, directed by the promise of safety, but praying for the light itself. We
read about the times when they thought they knew where they were going. There were also miserable times when they
confessed they were lost and prayed that God would deliver them from their troubles.
I suppose there has been a time or two when your life has felt like a rat’s nest of trails; no clear direction. When the
sun set, and it got really dark, you may have felt lost and alone. It is miserable when the darkness of this sinful world
closes in and we feel like we are barely inching along, hoping for some light to grant the promise of safety.
Here is the true meaning of Christmas. This need, this sense that we are in trouble and that we desperately need the
light to bring us to safety, is too often lost in our current practice of holiday celebrations; in the rush of parties, the
shopping, the colored lights, the wrapping and the eating. It is all too easy to turn Christmas into an announcement that
we have arrived.
When Isaiah writes, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light…” (Isaiah 9:2 ESV) he is writing about
me, and you, about this Christmas, and every Christmas. This is what it is all about, not gifts, but the gift. It is about the
desperate need of wandering in the darkness, about our lives having become rat’s nests of sin that we cannot find our
way out of. Then, suddenly there is a light. It shines from a cradle, but it shines brightly. There is safety, and warmth
and a place to belong. There is home with a Savior who is the light of the world.
Rev. Terry Forke

Montana District President

District President’s Calendar
December 3:

Official Visit: Crow Lutheran Ministry, Crow Agency

December 10:

Trinity, Harlowton

December 10:

Installation Service for Rev. Adam Salinas, Zion Lutheran Church, Power

December 11:

Southern Circuit Winkel: Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings

December 24:

Trinity, Harlowton

December 25:

Merry Christmas!!

January 1:

Happy New Year!!

January 7:

Official Visit: St. John Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge

January 14:

Trinity, Harlowton

January 17:

Trinity Lutheran School, Billings

January 23-25:

Quad Circuit Conference, Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell

January 28:

Trinity, Harlowton

January 29:

Board of Directors Meeting, Montana District Office, Billings

FOR

TO US A CHILD IS BORN, TO US A SON IS GIVEN; AND THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS

SHOULDER, AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED

FATHER, PRINCE

OF

WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD, EVERLASTING

PEACE.
~ISAIAH 9:6 (ESV)

Around the District
Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call process for a pastor. Rev. Andrew Eckert continues to serve
as the vacancy pastor.
Concordia in Williston is in the call process. Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as the vacancy
pastor.
First Lutheran Church, Bozeman is in the call process for an associate pastor.
Grace Lutheran in Hamilton is being served by a DCE intern.
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Thompson Falls, is in the call process for a pastor. Rev. Ray
Larson continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.
Isla Roxanne Winter was born to Pastor Kyle and Lisa Winter, (Creston), on Friday, December 8. She and
mother are doing well. They look forward to the birth of new life in the water and the Spirit. Please keep
the family in your prayers.
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Around the District
125th Anniversary Celebration
Trinity Lutheran, Great Falls, celebrated her 125th anniversary on November 18, 2017. District President Forke was
the guest preacher on this joyous day, and resident pastor, Gerald Paul, presided. After the service, a scrumptious
meal was served and enjoyed by all. We are thankful to God for coming to us through His means of Grace for 125
years and that He will continue to do so, as He has promised, in years to come.

Pictured Above: All the guests that came to the celebration
Picture to the right: Pastor of Trinity, Great Falls, Rev. Gerald Paul,
and MT District President, Rev. Terry Forke, guest preacher

Our Savior Lutheran Church Men’s Club Pancake and Sausage Supper
Approximately 618 people came to eat pancakes and sausage. The Saturday before the supper, men and women
from OSLC gathered to mix, stuff and smoke the sausage. Then the next Wednesday and Thursday, they serve from
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm.

Alan Michaels and Pastor Lucido

Pastor Lucido and Darlene Twitchll
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News from Chaplain Matthew Christensen
Thanksgiving Baptismal Service
On November 23, 2017, Chaplain Christensen held a Baptism service for the soldiers of the 198th Brigade (Initial
Entry Training) at Fort Benning, Georgia. Ten solider and two sponsors took part in the service, with over 75 of their
fellow soldiers in attendance. The ten soldiers baptized received instruction in the Christian faith during Thursday
even Bible studies with Chaplain Christensen. As Chaplain Christensen looks toward the future, he writes, “May the
Holy Spirit continue to add to God’s Kingdom!” Praise be to God!

CH Christensen with C Co Soldiers who
participated in the Baptismal service

CH Christensen preparing a Soldier for Baptism

CH Christensen Baptizing a Soldier
19

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.
~Matthew 28: 19-20
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Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain
The Missionary Journey of Rev. David & Shelee Warner
The Pay Off When God's in Charge
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing. John 15:5
God has blessed our two and half years of work in Spain with
the sweet fruit of a location Dedication and a pastor's
Ordination! Come celebrate with us! Your prayers and
donations are an integral part of the work that has been done
and the successes that God has granted.

Eight years of study that included online classes and
Luther Academy seminars, one-on-one mentoring from
Dr. Arthur Just, professor at CTSFW and vicarage
supervision from David has culminated in the ordination
of José Luis, and his installation as a missionary pastor
for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Spain.

Ten Pastors from 6 different countries were able to attend
Rev. Jose Luis ordination

New Casiodoro de Reina Center—OPEN!
Missionary Pastor Adam Lehman puts the "finishing touches" on the new
national office of IELE, called Casiodoro de Reina Center, and the worship
space for the San Pablo Congregation in Seville.
What used to be a discotheque is now a fully functioning worship space for the
congregation in Sevilla. Over the last 10 years, they have worshiped in the
pastor's home, the missionary's home, and a hotel meeting room.
Now for the first time, this congregation has their own home.

https://www.lcms.org/warner
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Around the District
On Sunday, December 3rd Rev. Adam Salinas was installed as sole pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, Power, and St.
John Lutheran Church, Fairfield, and associate pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls. Please join us in
welcoming the Salinas family to the Montana District!

L to R: Vicar Weigert, Rev. Paul, Rev. Salinas, Rev. Forke, Rev. Schlund

L to R: Beth Ann, Isaac, Rachel, Rev. Salinas

2018 Montana District Convention
Registration forms are now available online at:
http://www.mtdistlcms.org/conventions/mt-district/2018-montana-district-convention/
All rostered workers are required to attend and participate in the District Convention. If you are not a voting
attendee, please use the “Advisory Delegate” form. If you are unable to attend, please contact your circuit visitor.
Southern Circuit
Rev. Dan Jacobs
Crow Lutheran Ministry
P.O. Box 335
Crow Agency, MT 59022
crowlutheranministry@gmail.com

Central Circuit
Rev. Steven Schlund
Peace Lutheran Church
3340 11th Ave S
Great Falls, MT 59405
peacepastor@bresnan.net

Western Circuit
Rev. Raymond Larson
PO Box 430
Stevensville, MT 59870
revrelsr@yahoo.com

Divide Circuit
Rev. Charles Lehmann
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 857
Three Forks, MT 59101
charles.lehmann@yahoo.com

Eastern Circuit
Rev. Rolf Preus
Trinity Lutheran Church
214 S Lincoln Ave
Sidney, MT 59270
rolfpreus@msn.com

Flathead Circuit
Rev. Steven Thomas
St. John Lutheran Church
1017 Montana Ave
Libby, MT 59923
snlthomas72@gmail.com
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia
Mekane Yesus Seminary—Addis Ababa: Advent greetings to
all of you! This month, I have added a new challenge to my
workload – I have begun studying for my first courses in the
PhD program at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort
Wayne. Because I am on the faculty for the MA program it is
important for the seminary’s accreditation if I have my
doctorate (even though the original plan was for me to teach
in the B.Th. program, both moving me to the MA program
and starting the PhD studies were done at the request of the
MYS Dean of Theology). Additionally, the advanced study will
make me a better teacher as well. I chose the program at Ft.
Wayne because I am able to complete that program through intensive week-long courses when the school
here is on break. That way, my studies will not interfere with my teaching. It does mean I will be even
busier. For instance, right now, I am trying to read eight different texts and write papers on them while I am
teaching my courses here and advising students. Then, when the semester ends here for Christmas break, I
will travel to Ft. Wayne for my classes and return to Addis just in time to start teaching the next semester.
Even though it is a lot of work and I’ll be separated from my family for a little over three and a half weeks,
the fact that it will make me a better teacher to the students here and help the program succeed is worth
the effort. I also seriously enjoy reading and studying theology, so I am grateful for the opportunity.

Naomi about to race at our Track and
Field day

Johanna and Luke at the Aviation
School (Fieldtrip)

https://www.lcms.org/stinnett
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Sierra Leone Books...A letter from Rev. Doug and Angie Thompson
Dear Friends in Christ,
The Lord be with you.
We are back in Montana for a few days, getting ready to continue our travels in Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah.
Please continue to pray for our safe travels, especially with winter weather conditions.
I sent an email to you all some time ago about acquiring books for the students of the seminary in Sierra Leone,
trying to get some idea of interest in assisting us with such a project. We received many responses expressing
interest, and a desire to know more once we were able to figure out a way of transporting materials.
God has blessed us by providing two avenues through which we may accomplish this!
1.

55 gallon shipping barrels. We have met a Sierra Leonian man who lives here in the U.S. who ships barrels to
Sierra Leone by volume for $200.00 per barrel. This is a trustworthy and proven source for shipping supplies
and books that we could not otherwise accomplish. We will be writing a more extensive plan about this
shipping route - There are logistical considerations that still need to be fleshed out with this method, e.g.
obtaining and paying for barrels, delivering the barrels to the pick-up point, purchasing books, etc. I have
learned so far that the barrels cost $55.00, $200.00 for shipping (final cost), and there is a pick-up point in
Minneapolis and possibly Fargo here in the U.S.. It takes two months for delivery, with the potential of three
deliveries per year. Several people have already come forward and have offered to coordinate such a project
from here in the U.S. More to come as this develops!

2.

The Confessional Lutheran Education Foundation (CLEF) has graciously agreed to provide Kindle Paper-white
readers, loaded with books and teaching materials, for use by the students in Sierra Leone. CLEF has already
raised enough for 13 Kindles, with at least a total of 50 in mind for us to take with us when we return. With
training, these Kindles are invaluable for the students, as the Kindles can contain a whole library of books (up
to 2000 books) without the students having to haul the books themselves around. These Kindles can also be
maintained while in Africa, and have proven to be very useful and durable for the teaching and learning
tasks. You can go to the CLEF website to learn more at: www.tclef.org. The Kindles cost $150.00 each, fully
loaded with the books we need. You can donate any amount you wish. Please be sure to designate your gift
toward the Sierra Leone project. CLEF will let us know you have done so, so that we can keep track of this,
and let you see the results as we distribute these to the students.

So there it is - some exciting tangible developments as we prepare our return to Sierra Leone - bringing God's Word
and Sacrament to folks in that place - and teaching the future pastors and teachers!
We expect to, and look forward, to hearing from you. If you have any questions or wish to be a part of this, please
write us back. Please also include both of us in your communications back to us:
doug.thompson@lcmsintl.org
angela.thompson@lcmsintl.org
Thank you for your great support and interest, and thanks be to God!
Your servants in Christ,
Doug & Angie
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