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“yes” or “no”
When did you teach your children how to lie?
This unnervingly offensive question is quite
revealing. You will undoubtedly answer that you did
not teach your children to lie, and you are probably
correct. How then did they learn this lifelong habit?
While it is very likely that one of the first words they
learned to say was “no”, somewhere along the line
they determined that they could say “no” when they
should say “yes,” and vice versa.
Sometime later they learned the finesse of saying
both “yes” and “no” at the same time so that they
could eventually work out which answer brought
them the most benefit. All of this developed not
because you sat them down and taught them. They
learned to lie from the same source that taught you
to lie when you were young. Jesus says that false
witness comes from our hearts. (Mt 15:19)
The deficiency of our hearts is the theme of Jesus’
exposition of the law in what we know as, The
Sermon on the Mount. You may remember the
refrain of Jesus, “You have heard it was said to those
of old… but I say to you…” (e.g. Mt. 5:33). In each
case Jesus expounds on the law to reveal that God is
not only concerned with the outward actions of our
bodies, but also with the inward attitude of our
hearts. There is something wrong with our hearts.
Sin has tuned our hearts to care first about
ourselves.
In the section on deception, (Mt 5:33-37), Jesus
teaches, “Let what you say be simply yes or no.
Anything more than this comes from the evil one.”
We find it very difficult to be “yes” or “no” people.
We are committed to whatever answer serves us
best. Such a commitment turns us into “yes” and
“no” people. We are willing to use a little deception
to benefit ourselves.
We seek to deceive our neighbor, our spouse,

children, parents, or co-workers in order to get our
way. We justify our deceptions by calling them
white lies, by convincing ourselves that it is good for
someone else, by pleading that everyone else does
it. Our outward behavior only demonstrates the
inward problem of our hearts. But seeking to
deceive our neighbor is not the end of it. We even
seek to deceive God. We are willing to use the same
excuses with Him. Our hearts are far from Him.
In the face of our deception God speaks the truth.
He never condones, or ignores our sin. He cannot
lie. Instead, He finds a way to say “yes” to us so that
we can be forgiven. His “yes” for us is Jesus. Jesus
said “yes” to saving us. He said “no” to sin. He said
“yes” to the cross. Jesus is not a “yes” and “no”
person. He cannot deceive us. He can only speak
the truth.
Some people think that God is all about law, about
saying “no”, about condemning us for our sin. Jesus
proves that God found a way to say “yes” to us. In
fact, Jesus is that “yes”. The Apostle Paul writes,
“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we
proclaimed among you…was not yes and no, but in
him it is always yes. For all the promises of God find
their yes in him.” (2 Cor 1:19–20). This good news
means you are loved and forgiven for all your
deceitfulness. God found a way to say, Yes, you are
my children.
We live in a world where everyone seems to be
lying. It is hard to know the truth. Sometimes we
may despair of ever hearing truth. At moments like
those remember these words, “All the promises of
God find their yes in Jesus.” He is God’s “yes” to you,
and the “yes” you speak to the world.
Rev. Terry Forke
Mt District President
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First Lutheran, Missoula

Around the District
Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call
process for a pastor. Rev. Andrew Eckert
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.

6-10 COP, New Orleans
12

Trinity, Harlowton

16

Flathead Winkel, Creston

Dual parish Zion in Power and St. John
Lutheran Church in Fairfield are in the call
process. Rev. Gerald Paul continues to serve as
the vacancy pastor.

17-18 LFL State Gathering
19

Official Visit: Holy Cross, Eureka

26

Trinity, Harlowton

Mar 1

Tri-parish Mt. Calvary in Colstrip, Concordia in
Forsyth, and Trinity in Hysham has called Rev.
Garen Pay of Peace Lutheran Church in
Alcester, SD . Rev. Albert Ebel continues to
serve as the vacancy pastor.

Ash Wednesday

6

“Speak Up” Tournament: Trinity
Lutheran School, Billings

12

Trinity, Harlowton

Concordia in Williston is in the call process.
Rev. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as the
vacancy pastor.

16-17 Regional COP: Sioux Fall, SD
19

Official Visit: St. Paul, Park City

26

Trinity, Harlowton

Rev. Steven Thomas, of St. John-Libby, has
been appointed as the Circuit Visitor for the
Flathead Circuit. Many thanks to Rev.
Matthew Nelson, of Our Redeemer-Columbia
Falls, for his faithful service.
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Love is patient and kind; love does not envy
or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

Rev. Kevin Peterson of Shepherd of the Valley
in Salmon, ID has received two calls, the first to
a dual parish near Modesto, CA, and the
second to St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Freeman, SD.

~1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (ESV)

Winter 2017 Important Dates
February 17-18
Lutherans for Life State Gathering, Great Falls
February 25
Everyone His Witness Evangelism Workshop, Great Falls
March 6
“Speak Up” Speech Tournament, Trinity Lutheran School, Billings
2

Called to Glory
Reverend Arnold Emil Fischer "Arnie," 85, of Great Falls, was called
home to heaven to be with his Lord on January 31, 2017 at Peace
Hospice with his family at his side.
He was a man of tremendous faith and fortitude. He was a servant,
husband, and father. He served congregations in Montana, Wyoming,
South Dakota, and Nebraska before retiring in 1996. He and Marjory
returned to Montana where he continued to serve vacancies and
conduct Bible studies for many years after his retirement.
He is survived by his wife, Marjory of Great Falls; sisters Alma Buttke and
Beverly Berkner of Minnesota; daughters Debbie Trennepohl (Mark) and
Kristi Beam (Don) both of Phoenix; six grandchildren; and four greatgrandchildren.
To read the full article, please visit: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/greatfallstribune/
obituary.aspx?pid=183954109

Prayers for Refugees
Almighty and Righteous God,
We walk together with you, our God, on our journey through
life. We do not make this trip alone for you promised us a
helper, your Spirit. Now help us to see your Spirit in those you
send to journey with us:
in the refugee family, seeking safety from violence in our
midst, let us see your Spirit –
in the migrant worker, bringing food to our tables, let us
see your Spirit –
in the asylum-seeker, seeking justice for a family, let us see your Spirit –
in the unaccompanied child, traveling in a dangerous world, let us see your Spirit.
Teach us to recognize that as we walk with each other, your presence shines on us. Teach us to
welcome the strangers in our midst and recognize the gifts they bring to our community. Give us
your peace and comfort as we are together on this journey, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Please join us at LIRS.org/RefugeeSunday
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The Evangel in Ethiopia
Troubling Times—Why the Gospel is Needed —This
week, we were reminded again of the importance
of the work our Lord has sent us here to do. Over
the last few days we have had many conversations
with a young widowed mother with two daughters
who is unable to leave our campus. If she leaves the
safety of our compound, she will most probably be
murdered. Even though she is Lutheran, she comes
from a part of Ethiopia that has very little
Christianity. Most people in that area still practice a
pagan spiritist religion. The people of her
community do not know the love and forgiveness of
Jesus Christ, so they do not share love and
forgiveness with one another. This young lady’s brother killed a man (I don’t know the details of
the crime, but I know he is in jail), and now the victim’s family wants revenge. They have targeted
her and her daughters to be killed and have relatives here in the city waiting for them to leave the
campus. I know this sounds like something out of a B-grade movie, but the facts of the story have
been verified for us by church leaders from that area. And they tell us, time will never heal those
wounds or diminish that anger. She can never go home again. The only thing that can heal these
hearts and overcome the darkness of that pagan hatred is the light and love of Jesus Christ. This
lady reminds us of just how important it is for us to help the EECMY train pastors and evangelists
to share the Good News in these areas that do not know Jesus yet. By the grace of our Lord,
perhaps one day soon, we will be able to send men to build up the church in that region and bring
God’s powerful Gospel of salvation to turn those lives around. It truly is a matter of life and death,
not just the temporal life of this young mother and her daughters, but for the eternal life of the
souls in that entire area. Please pray for this young lady, her family, the other families involved in
this story and the church in that area. Please pray also for our work here, that we may train and
raise up the men who can go and take the Gospel message that can give this story not only a
happy ending, but a blessed one.
To support our work financially, you may send a
tax-deductible gift to either:
Mission Central
c/o Gary W. Thies
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, IA 51034-7105
Checks payable to: Mission Central
Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia
Or
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St Louis, MO 63166
Checks payable to: LCMS
Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is
always working through His people.
We remember the Ethiopian eunuch:
“So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet
and asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” 31 And he said,
“How can I, unless someone guides
me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’
Name
for
your
support of the work which
God has laid before us.
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God´s Reign in Spain: Let’s Walk Together
Making the Good Confession
Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and of which
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 1 Timothy 6:12
We rejoice at the good confession of Felipe, the newest
member of Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Madrid, one of
three congregations of the Spanish Lutheran Church. For 14
years Felipe served as a pastor of a protestant church in
Spain. After years of protesting against his church’s
abandonment of Scriptural doctrines, he was by conscience
forced to resign his call, a decision which meant losing his
employment. Always having had a strong interest in Luther
and Lutheran teaching, Felipe contacted me by e-mail last
year, and soon was attending our worship services in Madrid
and studying the Catechism with me. Our church’s stead-fast
commitment to the Word of God and clear proclamation of L to R: Felipe and Rev. David Warner
the free forgiveness given to us in Christ Jesus have made
entering the Lutheran Church a joy for Felipe, and the
congregation in Madrid is thankful to God for the opportunity to worship and serve alongside our
newest member as we continue to proclaim the fullness of the blessing of Christ to Spain.
Your support allows David to travel and to meet with people who have questions, who are
searching for answers.
Because of your gifts, David could meet with Felipe during the week via skype, to study the
Catechism together.
Together, we are growing God’s Church!
Good Preaching: Worth the Hard Work It Requires

Preaching, studying the art of preaching and reviewing each other’s sermons together was the
focus of a conference sponsored by Luther Academy, held January 20-22 in Sevilla.
Give securely online through LCMS website at www.lcms.org/givenow/warner
You may instead send a tax-deductible gift to: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 St. Louis, MO
63166-6861 Please make checks payable to LCMS and write “Warner-Spain” in memo line
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Mustache Resolution
The Mustache Campaign has come to an end, and the winner is…
Rev. Terry Forke!!
Montana’s District President won the vote and earned the most money toward the LCMS Joint
Seminary Fund and Concordia University System scholarship funds. By December 31st, 2016,
$22,632 had been raised, and at last count on January 20th, the total toward the fund had risen to
$24,172.80.
Both Synodical President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison and Rev. Forke shaved their mustaches at the
2017 Liberty Conference.
Thank you for your generous support of our Church workers.
To view a video of the results, visit the LCMS Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/TheLCMS/videos/10154523731718580

Students at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church’s Sunday School cast their votes and President Forke was the
clear winner!
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Thank you
From: Messiah Lutheran Preschool
We absolutely love our new technology! The children
utilize the Mini I Pad and tablet during their day to
practice our newly learned skills including upper and
lower case alphabet letters, patterns, and number
sequence. We are able to access educational videos
allowing all children to see during circle time or to access
them at a later point. Their experiences will also be
enriched with Bible stories and apps as we become more
familiar with how to appropriately use our tablets.
This Montana District LCMS grant allowed Messiah
Preschool to purchase a Mini I Pad and a tablet to expand
our teaching resources to help all children learn. As
technology usage continues to expand within our cultural norms this has provided children without
technology an opportunity to experience, grow through Christ’s word, help prepare for their K-12
education and ultimately for future employment. Thank you for this wonderful teaching tool for
our students.

Synod Calendar February-March 2017
February 7th-9th: Council of Presidents, New Orleans, LA
February 15th @ 12-1pm: Webinar: Going Green-Biblical Truth or Brief Trend?
February 23rd @ 1-2pm: Webinar: Teaching the Faith: VBS
March 9th @ 1-2pm: Webinar: Teaching the Faith: Confirmation
March 10th @ 12-1pm: Webinar: Preparing Youth to Survive the Academic Apocalypse
March 16th-19th: Teen Leadership Training, St. Louis, MO

Short Term Mission Opportunity
We are currently seeking out people who love Jesus and can help teach an English Bible Camp
(similar to a VBS) in Poland this summer. Does that sound like you?
There are ten congregations ready to reach out to the children of their neighborhoods with the
Gospel. Most of these children do not know the Good News of Jesus, and through these camps,
they learn about Jesus and in turn tell their parents. And the local Lutheran congregation can
follow up with these families after the camp is done. These camps make a lasting difference in
these communities!
We are looking for teams of 5 to serve July 18-31 or August 1-14, 2017. Teams can come from one
congregation or school, or individuals can apply and be placed on a team. Team members raise
support to cover the cost of the trip, which is about $1100 and includes all costs while in Poland.
You can learn more or apply here: http://servenow.lcms.org/opp/vacation-bible-school-poland/
Read more about this opportunity from those who have served here: https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/
english-camps-in-poland
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Red Lodge Youth Camp 2017
“All The Blood of Beasts”
This year’s camp theme is: Not All the Blood of Beasts from the LSB hymnal. Studies will delve
into sacrifice in the OT, specifically with how it points to and relates to Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross.
High School Camp: June 11th-15th
Middle School Camp (5th-6th): June 16th-19th

Junior High Camp (7th-8th): June 19th-23rd
Please check with your Church office for registration forms. Contact Pastor Willis McCall for
more information or if you have any questions, at (406)-200-3203 or willismccall@gmail.com

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
~Hebrews 10: 4 (ESV)
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