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The Word of Our God Will Stand Forever

Pastor John Vallie confirmed Randy Heppner (above) on April 19th at Trinity,
Plentywood and Elise Strommen (below)
on April 12th at Faith in Glasgow.

“What is the source of that rattling sound?”
Earlier this spring, when the buds were just beginning to show, I was taking a walk around Lake
Elmo. A sharp rattling sound waxed and waned
with the speed of the wind. Finally, I was able to
locate its origin. About ten feet up in a greening
poplar, there hung a lone leaf from the previous
year. In the middle of all these signs of new life,
swelling buds and flowing sap, one brown, dried
up, old party-pooper protested the coming of
spring. At first I laughed at his stubborn resistance to change. This is the season of new
life, I suggested. It is futile to resist. Everything
changes.

Camps and Campgrounds! As your family travels this summer, remember there are
lodgings available at Lutheran camps around the country. Visit http://nloma.org/
campdirectory.html to find one near your destination. Contact camps to see if there
are cabins, campgrounds, or hotel rooms available.

Shari Miller, former LWML Montana District
President (2008-2012), LWML Recording Secretary, currently, LWML Strategic Plan Facilitator, and involved at all levels of LWML, has
been nominated for LWML President! You
are encouraged to attend the LWML Convention in Des
Moines, Iowa, to see what happens. Please keep all nominees in your prayers that God's will be done in their lives. Go
to www.lwml.org for more LWML Convention information.
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Then, as I walked away, the question came into
my mind, “Am I that noisy little leaf?” Given
altogether too much toward introspection, in
that moment, I began to doubt the course of my
life. I have taken pride in my “conservative”
stance. Self-trained to look askance at change, I
often find myself in the trenches, fighting the
latest trend of what the world says we are or
how we should behave. What if I am nothing
more than a noisy little leaf? What if I am
wrong? What if I am trying to resist the inevitable, and in so doing have become no more than
an unaware annoyance?

sexuality perfectly acceptable. Common courtesy is a thing of the past; crude language more
than common, and chivalry unknown.
Surely it cannot be that all change is evil; but,
how to decipher the one from the other; how to
avoid becoming just… noisy.
“A voice says,
‘Cry!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All flesh is
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the
field. The grass withers, the flower fades when
the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower
fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” (Is 40:6–8) Christians are not bound to
resist all change. There is a way to evaluate
transformations we see taking place. The Word
of God is given with the promise that it is good
for all time, for all people, for all places. It is the
standard by which we must judge the opinions
of the world.

Since Jesus, Himself, is that Word, you can be
assured that it is not given simply to condemn.
The world is already condemned. Jesus, the very
Word of God, has come into the world to bring
new life, through His perfect life, His death and
resurrection. The “New and Improved” varieties
of the world cannot hold a candle to the resurrected life that Jesus gives through faith. You
Have you had such moments of self-doubt? live in His forgiveness and you have His Holy
Have you questioned the relevance of your Spirit, who uses the Word to guide and direct
faith? It is easy, in a world that pushes us to get your new life.
all we can out of life, to wonder whether the
discipline of faith is really worth it. We are living There is little doubt that to the world Christians
in an age when change, not just technological, appear to be noisy little leaves. To them we are
mechanical, or physical changes, but substan- stuck in the past of Ten Commandment morality,
tive, philosophical, cultural change, is occurring Sunday-morning sexuality, and self-destructive
faster than we can track. New thoughts, as well courtesy. The truth is that sometimes noisy little
as new things dominate the headlines. Life is leaves are heard. When God uses you that way,
cheaper than ever; even those intended to pro- be assured it is a powerful Word.
tect it, subjecting it to betrayal. Sexual mores
Rev. Terry Forke
are caste to the wind; “hooking up” and homoMontana District President

District President’s Calendar
May 8
8-9

Board of Directors, Great Falls
Committee Planning Meeting,
Great Falls
10
Trinity—Harlowton
12-14
Dual Circuit, Billings
17-19 Mistaken Identity Book Tour
Billings, Missoula, Kalispell
24
Trinity—Harlowton
25
Memorial Day—Office closed
June 13-27 Red Lodge Camp
14
Trinity– Harlowton
22-25 Montana District Convention,
Billings
July 13
Board of Directors, Billings

Around the District

“There is No Other Name…By Which We Must Be Saved”

First Lutheran, Missoula issued a call to Rev.
Grant Bode, Redeemer, New Ulm, MN.

The Montana District Convention
June 22-25, 2015

Trinity, Billings is in the call process for an
Associate Pastor.
Trinity, Superior is in the call process.
Rev. Erich Kaelberer retired April 12, 2015
from Shepherd of the Valley, Thompson
Falls.
Rev. James Koss retired April 20, 2015 from
Redeemer, Hardin.
DCE Jason Schleicher, Trinity, Billings accepted a call to Salem Lutheran Church, Tomball, TX.

Montana District Convention
June 22-25, 2015
Holiday Inn Grand, Billings
If you are a delegate and have not received
the schedule and rooming information,
please contact the office at 406-259-2908 or
office@mtdistlcms.org
Head Elder Ray McKinnon congratulates Pastor
Vern Sandersfeld at his Installation as Vacancy
Pastor of Shepherd of the Valley, Thompson
Falls, on Sunday April 26. Congregational President Randy Hojem and Rev. Ray Larson look on.
On April 5th, during the celebration of the Resurrection of our
Lord, Mirabelle and Adrian Cruz
(sister and brother) were both
baptized at Emmaus Lutheran
Mission in Livingston. Pastor Chad
Schopp is shown above with Mirabelle and Adrian. Thanks be to
God!

Save the Date!
St Paul, Ronan will be celebrating
their 100th Anniversary on Sunday,
August 2, 2015.
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The Montana District consists of 68 congregations spread over
150,000 square miles. Most of our congregations are very small. Many are in
dying towns. Some see themselves as barely hanging on. Why do we hang
on? Why do we work so hard to keep Pastor and people together under difficult circumstances?
It cannot be better or more concisely said than by what we have
adopted as the theme of this year’s District Convention; the effort has been
made because we believe that there is no other name, under heaven, given
among men, by which we must be saved. This exclusive claim to salvation in
the name of Jesus is the hallmark, not only of the Scriptures but also of the
Lutheran Confessions. It is a public confession made for the sake of the salvation of souls. It is made for the sake of believers and unbelievers alike. It is
made so that everyone can hear the Gospel.
Very few people these days have any concept of what a
“public confession” is all about. That is one reason we are studying the Smalcald Articles at our convention. As members of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod we are concerned that the Word of God be taught in its truth
and purity, and that the Sacraments be administered according to that Word.
Our public confession is congruent with the Scriptures and Lutheran Confessions. And if, God forbid, a member’s private confession is at some point at
variance, we seek, by the power of God’s Word to teach, and persuade, and
convince such a member to repent.
Making a confession is not only to testify to what we believe,
teach and confess. It also includes detailing what we condemn as contrary to
the confession. Our public confession forms the parameters of life, for both
doctrine and practice. Within the confession we are kept safe, by God’s
Word, to proclaim the name of Jesus. Once
we deny our confession, by word or deed, we
bring the name of Jesus into question.
Only God knows what tomorrow may bring for the Montana District. As
His people, however, we can be assured that
He will care for us. He has given us the name
of Jesus. In that name we both live and proclaim.
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