Thank You!
In the summer of 2014, the Montana District LCMS granted us $1,000 to help our
preschool obtain a new curriculum and
teaching materials. This was a huge blessing to our preschool programs and our
community. We currently have two preschool programs that we run, an Early
Childhood class for ages 3-4 and a PreKindergarten class for ages 4-5.
The curriculum and teaching materials that
we were able to purchase help us significantly provide an appropriate Christianbased preschool program for our community. The children in our programs have
greatly benefited from this grant and we
feel very blessed that the Montana District
LCMS donated such a generous gift to our
preschool at Grace Lutheran Church in
Three Forks.

Two students from Trinity Lutheran
School, Billings, enjoy a class outing
on the slopes.

Sincere Blessings,
Jill Martell
Preschool Teacher
Grace Lutheran, Three Forks

From Shepherds Canyon Retreat Center
We are inviting LCMS church workers and families, who are coming to Arizona for 2015 summer vacations, to stay—inexpensively—at
Standing Stones Retreat Center near Wickenburg, AZ. For more information, email info@ShepherdsCanynonRetreat.org or call
(480)588-8837.
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“Spare Your People”
Three weeks ago I was driving, in a hurry, from Great Falls to Billings for an evening meeting.
As I entered the curve coming into Stanford from the west, the road was covered with a thick,
smooth coat of shiny ice. I felt my tires starting to loosen their grip on the road. As one might
expect, in such a circumstance, coming toward me, in the west-bound lane, into whose path I
was threatening to slide, ran a larger than usual, (so it seemed), semi-truck.
There was a brief, wild moment of panic and I confess to a “mild” expletive. But when the
tires grabbed and I was able to stay in my lane I was brought to repentance. I thought to myself,
“What if I had died and the last word on my lips was one I would rather not be remembered
for?”
When disaster stares us in the face do we curse or do we pray? I suspect you have faced
many and varied disasters. Likewise, the people of Israel, had endured one natural disaster after
another. For example, the event that prompted the Prophet Joel to write was the onslaught of a
terrible plague of locusts. So thick was the swarm of locusts that Joel likened it a black cloud
creeping down the mountains. Before them, he says, the land was like the garden of Eden.
Behind their voracious appetite, the land was like a desolate wilderness.
There is little doubt that the people of Israel, like you and me, following them, were tempted to respond to this natural disaster with fear, and anger. We may curse our impending slide
into death. We may accuse God of forgetting, or not caring about us. Rarely, do we see the
natural disasters of our lives as God’s call to repentance. That is precisely how Joel uses the
larger than usual cloud of locusts. “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” (Joel 2:12-13)
If we do see disasters as a call to repentance, it is almost always for someone else’s repentance. It is easy to see an earthquake, a tsunami, a fire, as a result of someone else’s sin. “They
should turn to God,” we reason, while leaving ourselves completely unscathed.
No, Joel says, disaster, every disaster is a call from God to everyone on earth. During this
season of Lent that should be especially clear to us. We are always in need of repentance because we are always sinners. The life of a Christian is a life of repentance.
This is a reality because of what Jesus has already done for us. Joel begged that God would
not allow His people to bear the reproach of their sin. (2:17) God answered his prayer, and ours.
We do not bear the reproach of our sin because Jesus has already borne it for us. That is why
Jesus came. The Lord had pity on His people. (2:18) He sent Jesus to save us from our sin, and
make us His children. While it is true that we live in a constant state of repentance, i t can only
be true because we have received the forgiveness of sin through faith in Jesus.
This does not mean that we will be spared all misfortune. In fact, in this text God gives us
the very words to pray when faced with disaster. Whether the disaster you are facing right now
is a storm of locusts, or sliding off the highway, or loss of a job, or sickness, or ruined relationships, God would have you pray, “Spare Your people, Lord.” (2:17) Far better than the one I
chose to use when I was on ice, “Spare Your people, Lord,” are words of faith already answered
in Jesus.
Rev. Terry Forke, Montana District President

District President’s Calendar

Around the District

March 1
Official Visit-First, Fort Benton
8
Trinity-Harlowton
19-20 Regional Council of Presidents,
Sioux Falls, SD
22
Trinity-Harlowton
29
Official Visit-Trinity, Kalispell
April 5
Easter
12
Trinity-Harlowton
19
Official Visit-Shepherd of the Val
ley,
Thompson Falls
23-30
Council of Presidents, Fort Wayne/
St. Louis
May 8
Board of Directors, Great Falls
8-9
Committee Planning Meeting,
Great Falls
10
Trinity—Harlowton
12-14
Dual Circuit, Billings
17-19 Mistaken Identity Book Tour
Billings, Missoula, Kalispell
24
Trinity—Harlowton
25
Memorial Day—Office closed

First Lutheran, Missoula : Rev. Gregory
Snow, Chaska MN has declined the call
for Senior Pastor.
Trinity, Billings has issued a call to Pastor
Greg Zillinger, Shepherd of the Hills,
Centennial, CO. DCE Jason Schleicher of
Trinity, Billings has received a call to
Salem Lutheran Church, Tomball, TX.
Trinity, Superior is in the call process.
Rev. David Preus has accepted the call as
Missionary to the Dominican Republic.
Rev. Eric Stinnett has accepted the call as
Missionary to Ethiopia.

National Lutheran Schools Week provides our network of nearly 2,300 LCMS preschools, elementary schools and high schools with the public opportunity to proclaim
and celebrate God’s work among us in Lutheran schools. We thank God for the opportunity to excellent academic preparation for the children we serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with children and their families.
National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity to proclaim these great blessings within the communities we serve. Our schools are amazing incubators for faithful
witness of God’s love for us through Christ by teachers and students alike.
Trinity, Billings shared some photos of
activities and special things going on at
their school. On March 2nd, the second
annual speech tournament was held at
Trinity. Mount Olive Classical Academy,
Billings and Martin Luther Elementary
from Sheridan, WY participated.

Rev. Doug Thompson has accepted the
call as Missionary to Ghana.

We Love Lutheran Schools!

Pastor Greg Lucido Installed at Our Savior, Glendive & Grace, Fallon

Montana District Schools and Preschools

On Sunday, February 22, 2015, 2nd Vice President Howard Schreibeis installed Rev. Greg
Lucido as pastor of Our Savior, Glendive and Grace Lutheran Church, Fallon, MT. Pictured
above (l-r) are Pastors John Frahm, John Vallie, Greg Lucido, Howard Schreibeis and Rolf Preus. Pastor Lucido is at home in Glendive with his wife and 7 children.
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Mount Olive Classical Academy &
Childhood Ministry, Billings
Trinity Lutheran Classical School,
Miles City
First Lutheran Classical School &
Preschool, Missoula
Billings Trinity Lutheran School &
Preschool
Kalispell Trinity Lutheran School &
Preschool
First Lutheran School & Preschool,
Helena

Little Lambs Preschool, Colstrip
King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia
Falls
Our Savior Promises Preschool,
Glendive
Wee Disciples Preschool, Great
Falls
Grace Lutheran Preschool, Hamilton
Messiah Lutheran Preschool,
Missoula
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St Paul Lutheran Preschool, Park
City
Mt Calvary Lutheran Preschool,
Polson
Little Lambs Preschool, Ronan
Our Savior Lutheran Preschool,
Stevensville
Shepherd of the Valley Preschool,
Salmon, ID
Grace Lutheran Preschool, Three
Forks

Please Help!
Pastor Erich Kaelberer (Shepherd of the Valley, Thompson Falls) was recently diagnosed with ALS. This has already led to significant medical
bills for the Kaelberer family.

Called to Glory
Rev. Myron Edmund Wackler, age 90, was called to glory on
Feb. 8, 2015. Rev. Wackler graduated from Concordia, Springfield, IL
and spent over 50 years preaching the Gospel of Christ as a Lutheran
pastor. His service to Montana congregations include Our Redeemer,
Columbia Falls, St. Peter, Whitefish, Our Savior in Glendive, St. John,
Deer Lodge and Trinity, Superior.
Rev. Wackler married Geraldine Shipp and together they raised
6 children. He was preceded in death by his wife and son, Jonathan.
Rev. Wackler is survived by children Dan (OR), Joe (AK), Tom
(Missoula, MT), Tim (Missoula, MT) and daughter, Jane Curtis (ID).
Rev. Wackler’s celebration of life will be at 10:00 a.m. on May
9th at First Lutheran Church, Missoula. His favorite Bible verse and
message to anyone who would listen was “Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and you will be saved.” Acts 16:31

You may help by donating to the Montana District Mercy Fund.
The Montana District Mercy Fund is a program to provide relief for catastrophic health care expenses for Montana District LCMS church workers
and their immediate family members.
Grant applications to the Montana District Mercy Fund will be considered on a case by case basis. The Montana District Board of Directors
is vested with sole granting authority. This fund is to be used to reimburse church workers for uncovered medical and travel expenses, for
themselves or for their immediate family members.

CELEBRATION OF GRACE
St. John and Trinity Lutheran Churches, Fairview and Sidney, Montana, celebrated the Grace of
God, Sunday, February 15. In morning services the Rev. David Warner, their Pastor for the last
10 years, was Installed, Commissioned, and Sent as missionary to Spain. A cake reception was
held for Rev. Warner and his wife Shelee.
In another service that afternoon, The Rev. Rolf Preus was installed as their new Pastor. At that
service the preacher was Rev. Rolf Preus’ son, Rev. David Preus who is Pastor at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and recently accepted the call to be a missionary to the Dominican Republic. The
passing of the torch, and the grace of God at home and afar were celebrated with a potluck dinner following.
Also participating were the Rev. David Warner, Rev. John Frahm, Pastor at Concordia Lutheran
Church, Williston, ND, and The Rev. M. J. Nicolaus, Ph. D., vacancy Pastor. The Rev. John Sias,
Pastor at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Colstrip and Eastern Circuit Visitor, was the Officiant.
SDG!

Your tax deductible donation may be sent to:

Montana District Mercy Fund
Montana District LCMS
30 Broadwater Ave
Billings, MT 59101
Please include Kaelberer in the memo line.
To donate online go to www.mtdistlcms.org

6

Pastors pictured l-r: David Warner,
John Sias, David Preus, Rolf Preus, John
Frahm and M. J. Nicolaus.

Rev. David and Shelee Warner
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Letter from President Matt Harrison, dated 2/17/15

Deer Lodge Prison Ministry Update

Dear brother and sisters,
Tomorrow is Ash Wednesday, when the Church begins her slow and measured journey to the cross, where we see Jesus; the Savior who hangs—bloodied and
scourged—for us. It is a time of reflection and repentance for me and also for you, for
all of us as the LCMS, and for the Church throughout the world.
And yet in the midst of our dusty Lenten ashes, we also look forward to Easter, when
our Lord is raised from the dead, triumphing over sin and Satan, all for us. Yes, even
during our Lenten fast, joy abounds.
That’s why I want to share two important things with you, so that you may see and
know that our Lord is at work in and among each of us, and is using us collectively as
the LCMS to bear witness to Him.
First, our Synod treasurer, Jerry Wulf, shared at our Board of Directors meeting last
weekend that together as a Synod we have reduced internal borrowing of restricted
funds to cash flow operations from some $16 million four years ago to zero. You read
that correctly. Zero! And we’re not stopping there. To get our financial house in order, we have also achieved a three-month cash reserve for operations, which is the
minimum for a responsible non-profit.
Second, I’m delighted to announce that we are closing in on doubling the number of
career missionaries internationally, which is a goal set by the Synod in convention in
2013. We are working to find a measured pace that will ensure that a sound system of
missionary care remains in place but, by God’s grace, will also enable us to continue to
add me and women, lay and clergy, to our worldwide mission team. The international
moment unfolding worldwide before us as the LCMS is truly astounding!
So, thank you. Thank you for taking part in getting our finances in order so that we
may be hearty stewards of all our Lord has to give. And thank you for being a part of
our church’s mission work, that our fellow members may go to the ends of the earth
to bear witness to Christ to those who have not yet heard that hey are loved and
whole on account of His death and resurrection.
Thank you. Thank you for your faithfulness to God’s Word and to the Lutheran Confessions. Lay people, thank you for loving your pastors. Pastors, thank you for loving
your people.
Thank you for living boldly as the baptized children, loved by God, that you are. And
thank you for the privilege of serving you. I covet your prayers and promise you mine, this Lenten season and always.
Under the cross,
Pastor Matt Harrison
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Ministry is happening all over the District and Synod. Many congregations
have ministries that are common throughout the District. A few congregations have
specialized ministries unique to them. St. John, Deer Lodge, falls into both categories.
We help supply the local food pantry, assist families facing a crisis, and other similar
activities in the name of the Gospel. Our unique ministry serves those incarcerated at
Montana State Prison, only a few miles from our Sanctuary.
Our pastor, Bob Mitchell, preaches to a literally captive audience. He leads
two worship services a month inside the prison walls. One service is for the “low security” inmates. The other service is for those on the “high security” inmates. Pastor
Mitchell also visits inmates several times a month when those incarcerated request a
pastoral visit. Many face the same heartaches and worries that all of us face. However, for those inside there is little or nothing that they can do about it. Pastor Mitchell
also visits with inmates who have lost a loved one. Sharing spiritual concerns is just
one of the many facets of ministry to those behind the perimeter fences that surround the facility.
On one occasion Pastor Mitchell performed a funeral for an inmate who died.
The only ones in attendance were the warden and three prison employees. Not one
family member attended. This is not unusual as a number of families disown the inmate. Perhaps the saddest sight is the prison cemetery. The vast majority of the
graves are marked with a simple river rock. There is no head stone or any other marker on the grave. The Deer Lodge Ministerial Association, at the behest of Pastor Mitchell, is currently endeavoring to remedy that situation. If you wish to assist in this process, please contact Pastor Mitchell at baldy_1949@yahoo.com. Under subject please
write Prisoner Grave Markers.
Pastor is not the only one serving
the inmates. Dave Streufert has been
leading Bible Studies twice a week for
over 25 years. His tireless efforts stem
from his deep commitment to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ to those who
are mostly forgotten by society - but not
by our Lord. A great number of inmates
have been blessed by Dave as he leads the
inmates closer to the Lord Who sacrificed
Pictured above is the chapel at the Religious ActiviHis life to purchase their freedom form
ties Center at the prison.
sin, death and the power of the devil.
Please keep St. John, Pastor Mitchell and Dave in our prayers as they serve
the Lord at Montana State Prison.
Thanks to Pastor Mitchell for submitting this article.
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