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First, Helena— 128 years
St Mark, Butte — 127 years
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Trinity, Great Falls—123 years
Redeemer, Anaconda —119 years

In Thy Light Do We See Light

Trinity, Kalispell — 120 years
First, Missoula —115 years
Trinity, Miles City — 109 years
St. Paul, Bridger —103 years
Trinity, Plentywood—103 years
St. Paul, Roundup — 103 years
Zion, Chinook—102 years
St. John, Laurel—102 years
St. John, Libby — 102 years
St. Paul, Park City—102 years
Zion, Power —102 years

On Thursday, 13 November,
Caleb Christensen (son of Chaplain Matt Christensen) received
the coveted infantryman’s blue
cord. Shown at left is Chaplain
Matt Christensen securing the
blue cord on PVT Christensen’s
uniform. PVT Christensen is
currently in Airborne School.
Praise God for their service to
Him and our country.
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“I need a flashlight.” I was changing an outlet in my mother’s bathroom. Since I
had turned off the power to do so, the lights in the room were out. It was obvious that I
needed another source of light. I could not see the wires I was supposed to be switching.
Unfortunately, it is not always so obvious. We can live for years in darkness and
not recognize it. Because the light of our own lives shines so brightly, we become blind to
the needs of others. We crave the spotlight, never realizing that under that bright light it is
very difficult to see our neighbor.
On this recent trip home I found out that for years I had been saying, and not saying, things that deeply hurt my youngest brother. When I first heard it I wanted to reach up
and turn that light off. I did not want to see my bad behavior. Subsequently, I tried to turn
on my own spotlight, “What about all the times he has hurt me,” I reasoned. What sinners
see is subject to who is shining the light.
Centuries ago a few wise men left the comforts of home for a long journey, following a mysterious light. The degree to which they realized they needed another source
of light is not clear, but they were at least intrigued by the possibility. The light of the star,
which God had given, was simply a guide to direct them to the true light of the world, Jesus. In the one they could see the other, and in the other they could see all. That is the
difference that Jesus makes.
Centuries before the wise men took their first step, King David had acknowledged
the need for another source of light. In Psalm 36 he contrasts the darkness of sin with
God’s revealing light. Of the wicked, David writes, “There is no fear of God before his eyes.
For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out…” (v 1-2)
When we control the spotlight we think we are invincible. But the love of God is visible in
such a specific manner that it brings a new light on everything we are and do. “For with
You is the fountain of life, in Your light do we see light.” (v 9)
Jesus called Himself the light of the world. He is the only light that can change the
darkness of sin into the light of life. God uses the light of His Word and His Sacraments to
point us to the light of Jesus. The season of Epiphany is about this light. First recorded in
the steps of the wise men, the well-lighted journey to faith in Jesus has been followed by
countless saints. It is your journey as well. God has shown His light so that you can see the
light of Jesus. His light now shines in you.
I suspect that many of you experienced a few revelations of your own this holiday
season. Perhaps you have walked in the darkness of sin toward a family member, friend, co
-worker or neighbor. I cannot say this light is easy, but I can say that God is shining the light
of your life through you. It is God’s work to reconcile you with your neighbor. The light, the
circumstances, even the words are His. He is, after all the light of the world. He will not be
kept under a basket. In His light do you see light, and that light is the life of men.
Rev. Terry Forke, Montana District President
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Trinity—Harlowton
Board of Directors—Great Falls
Quad Conf—Trinity, Great Falls
Official Visit-River of Life, Laurel
LCMS Life Conf—Wash. D.C.
Trinity—Harlowton
Official Visit-St John, Deer Lodge
Trinity—Harlowton
Council of Presidents, St. Louis
Official Visit—Trinity, Great Falls
Trinity-Harlowton
Official Visit-First, Fort Benton
Trinity-Harlowton
Regional Council of Presidents,
Sioux Falls, SD
Trinity-Harlowton
Official Visit-Trinity, Kalispell

Around the District
First Lutheran, Missoula is in the call
process for a Senior Pastor.
Trinity, Billings is in the call process
for an Associate Pastor.
St. Mark, Butte and Zion, Whitehall:
Rev. James Mavis, Faith Lutheran,
Tucson has accepted the call and
will be installed at St. Mark’s on Jan.
25th at 4:00 p.m.
Trinity, Sidney and St John, Fairview
have called Rev. Rolf Preus.

Trinity, Great Falls, Wee Disciples Preschool
program is shown above and processional on
Christmas Eve at left with Pastor Gerald Paul.

Our Savior, Glendive and Grace,
Fallon: Rev. Greg Lucido, Nebraska
District has accepted the call.
Trinity, Superior is in the call process.

Concordia, Williston

Save the Date
Montana District Convention
June 22-25, 2015
Billings
God’s blessings and congratulations to Pastor John Vallie and his new bride, Hennie.
Pastor and Hennie were united in marriage on November 22, 2014. Rev. Terry Forke
officiated at the ceremony. Pictured below left is the new family.
.

St. John, Libby

2

7

O Come Let Us Adore Him
A peak at Christmas programs around the District
Trinity Lutheran Classical School,
Miles City, along with the 3 day
Preschool classes, performed,
“Tonight You are My Baby” on
Dec. 8th.

A letter from Martha Mitkos, Director, Lutheran Malaria Initiative
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Today is truly a day to pray, praise, and give thanks! In 2010 you overwhelmingly passed, by
98%, a resolution in support of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s engagement in the
global fight to end malaria deaths in sub-Saharan Africa. The LCMS in partnership with Lutheran World Relief and with the support of the United Nations Foundation began engaging districts, congregations, and schools in this unprecedented campaign. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative launched publicly in the fall of 2011. By July of 2012, 100% of LCMS districts were actively
engaged in the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, a first for any Synod-wide initiative. By March of
2013 participation had reached 26% toward our 30% participation goal, again another first.
Today we can proudly say we exceeded our participation goal by having 33% of congregations
and schools participating across synod. Together as Synod we have raised over $7 million dollars to allow our church partners to conduct quality malaria education, prevention, treatment
programming, and most importantly, all in close proximity to the gospel. But none of this
would be possible without your prayers and support.
In 2010 a child died from malaria every 30 seconds. In just four years time we (LMI as part of
the global fight to help end malaria deaths) have cut the number of deaths in half. However,
there are still one child every 66.5 seconds (approximately 1,300 daily) from a disease that is
completely preventable and treatable! In June 2013, the World Health Organization announced that we have made “Huge, but fragile” progress in the fight to end malaria deaths.
Thank you for helping us finish strong! Active fundraising for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative
officially ended on April 25, 2014, World Malaria Day. The LCMS will still receive gifts for the
LCMS malaria project until all of the programming is complete or malaria deaths have ended.
In the coming years, LMI programming will continue until all of the funding is depleted.

Pastor Chad Schopp with the
cast from Emmaus Lutheran
Mission’s first Christmas program, which was held December
24th in Big Timber.

Shown at left is the Preschool Christmas
program from First Lutheran, Missoula.

LMI is has conducted programming in Tanzania, Mali, Uganda, Kenya, Nigeria, Liberia, and Ethiopia. We have also begun preliminary capacity building discussions with partner churches in
Madagascar and Kenya as well with the potential of adding additional countries as districts and
congregations continue to send in their gifts. Thank you to the congregations, schools and
members of the LCMS for your very generous and heartfelt support. You are helping to restore
health, and inspire hope in the people of sub-Saharan Africa and are providing the opportunity
to hear about Christ’s life, death, and resurrection for our sins.
Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ who suffer the devastating loss of
a child every 66.5 seconds. Thank you for all you do to help future Christ’s mission and reach
out with Christ’s hand of witness and mercy, here in our lives together.

Sunday School Christmas Service at First Lutheran in Helena
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Finally, I would like to thank our partners at Lutheran World Relief, the United Nation Foundation for their support, the Council of President’s for their
leadership, and you…our congregations, schools, and faithful donors who
have prayed for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, gave gifts in support of programming, and helped our church partners to reach out with Christ’s hand of
Witness and Mercy here in our lives together.
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LMI District Participation

Montana District LMI Donations
Donations from MT District
congregations & groups:
Individual donations:

$ 28,615.13
$ 17.076.25

Total Montana District donations received: $ 45, 591.48
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