Dear Montana District LCMS Grant
Committee,

December 2014

Thank you so much for the grant that
was given to Little Fishes Lutheran
Preschool of St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Park City. With these funds
we were able to purchase several Kindle tablets for our Pre-K classes. The
tablets help with math skills, alphabet
recognition, and pre-reading skills.
They are so fun and the kids have one
more tool to learn their skills.

Montana District LCMS
30 Broadwater Avenue, Billings, MT 59101
(406) 259-2908
office@mtdistlcms.org
www.mtdistlcms.org
________________________________________________________________________________________

I Will Give You Rest

Donna Mohr
Little Fishes Lutheran Preschool

Give us a beat...a drumbeat that is!
In October, my class of 3/4 year olds at First Lutheran Preschool in Missoula were studying the
letter D. My students were given a rare treat by
Pastor Mark Christensen. Pastor Mark plays
drums for our Praise Team on Sunday mornings
and demonstrated various rhythms and beats to
my class He also taught a mini phonics lesson
with them. The children even had the opportunity of playing drums with Pastor. Mark. How
awesome is that? We are so blessed to have a
pastor who is willing to share his gifts with the
littlest ones of the church. I thank our Lord for
Pastor Mark being at First Lutheran Church.
Mrs. Leah Klemp
Preschool Teacher, First Lutheran, Missoula

Pastor Mark Christensen shares his musical
gifts with the preschool children at First.

The Top 3 Typos of 2014
The following are actual mistakes that have appeared in emails or letters that the District
Office received in 2014. Senders will remain anonymous for obvious reasons.
1. Thanks for all your hell (a note of gratitude to President Forke).
2. She dopes to keep on teaching (really, who hasn’t had a day like this?).
3. These are all girls except the boys who ate members of the congregation (this gives a
whole new meaning to the term “Lutheran Potluck”).
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A young man crunches slowly through the snow of a darkened parking lot to his
car. It is late and he is tired. This is not a simple physical exhaustion. It is the bone-deep
fatigue of hopelessness. The cold darkness of this little lot has invaded his heart. His boss
says he doesn’t work hard enough. His wife says he works too much. His kids expect expensive gifts. His parents expect him to bring the family cross-country for Christmas. The
world expects him to be merry, but he cannot find the energy. Every expectation is a
mountain he cannot climb, every responsibility an immeasurable burden. He feels like he
cannot go on. His steps shrink to a halt. Alone, in a nameless parking lot, he weeps for a
way out, for relief, for rest.
How many people in our world experience Christmas in this way? Perhaps you, or
someone you know is one of them. Living in a world filled with sin is wearisome as it is.
Adding the burden of having “yourself a merry little Christmas,” may tip the scale in favor
of rebellion. Bah, humbug. I will just keep my head down and wait for the whole thing to
pass.
This phenomenon, however points out a much overlooked gift of the coming Savior. We usually decorate the season with language of merriness, joy and peace. A realistic
examination of most of our lives reveals a deep need for rest. I am not speaking of a power
nap, or even of a good night’s sleep. I speak now about the kind of rest that only a Savior
can bring, a rest that will touch every corner of our busy lives.
There is little doubt that Jesus was a workhorse. His travel schedule alone, (on
foot), was daunting. The expectations of disciples, hearers, wannabes, the sick and the
dying were mind-boggling. The resistance of the established church was frightening. If
ever anyone pursued a treacherous path weighed down with a heavy load, it was Jesus.
Then, waiting, as if at the end of a box-canyon, was the cross. Hefting the millstone of our
sin was a hellish task that left Him not weary, but dead.
It is a leap to look in the manger and see this baby as a beast of burden, but that is
why He came. “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:28-29 The resurrection creates rest that cannot be
found anywhere else. Through faith in Jesus you are freed from the work of making yourself righteous. Furthermore, that same faith impresses on you the reality that a loving Father is taking care of the details of your everyday life.
Whatever weight, whatever burden, whatever expectation or responsibility is
killing you right now, has already been borne by the baby, by the Savior born in a manger.
He came to love you that much. You cannot carry them. He can. I do not expect that these
words will make your burdens disappear. I do expect them to put your burdens into the
context of your faith. Through faith in Jesus you enter into a soul-deep rest received by
those who believe. Have yourself a restful little Christmas. Rev. Terry Forke , MT District President
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First Lutheran, Missoula: Rev. Kevin
Peterson , Shepherd of the Valley,
Salmon, ID declined the call.

Official Visit—Mount Olive,
Billings
Trinity—Harlowton
Official Visit—Redeemer, Hardin
Christmas
Trinity—Harlowton
Trinity—Harlowton
Board of Directors—Billings
Quad Conf—Trinity, Great Falls
LCMS Life Conf—Wash. D.C.
Trinity—Harlowton
Trinity—Harlowton
Council of Presidents, St. Louis
Official Visit—Trinity, Great Falls
Trinity-Harlowton

Trinity, Billings is in the call process
for an Associate Pastor.
St. Mark, Butte and Zion, Whitehall:
Rev. Steven Wagner, Our Redeemer, Custer, S.D. has declined the call.
Call issued to Rev. James Mavis,
Faith Lutheran, Tucson.
Trinity, Sidney and St John, Fairview:
Rev. Ryan Wendt, Christ the King,
Billings declined the call.
Our Savior, Glendive and Grace,
Fallon have called Rev. Greg Lucido,
Nebraska District.

Ambassadors of Reconciliation present:

Coaching People through Conflict
Practicum
Where: Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings
When: January 30-31, 2015
What: The Coaching People through Conflict Practicum prepares leaders – pastors,
elders and other lay leaders, teachers, administrators, parents – to guide other people in their conflicts through coaching one-on-one. Almost everyone can benefit from
this training, since all of us at times give advice to others on responding to conflict.
This training is especially helpful for church leaders, since the church is meant to be a
place where its members can seek help in applying God’s message of reconciliation to
their personal conflicts.

For more information and registration go to:
www.hisaor.org and click on AoR Training

Trinity, Superior is in the call process.

Each year 4th graders at Zion Lutheran Church,
Chinook, are presented with a new study Bible. On
November 1st, Yelena Miller and Sasha Gallas
(shown at left) with Janice Roth (Sunday School
Superintendent) and Pastor Mark Schultz, received
their Bibles.

Thank You from Joyce
Shima,
Mt Calvary Lutheran
Preschool, Polson

GOD IS BLESSING FAITH BOULDER

It never ceases to amaze me how classes
can take on a personality of their own. Not
only do children have individual personalities, but classrooms as a whole seem to
have one too. Sometimes you will be
blessed with a class that has a wonderful
sense of humor. The next year maybe your
class will be very curious and ask endless
questions. They also seem to learn in different ways. Some classes maybe learn better with hands-on lessons and others excel with written
lessons. Of course, there is always a mix in every class, but I always look forward with great anticipation to see what God has in store for me!

On Sunday November 2, 2014 , Olivia Ford and
Breelie Clement, who are cousins, were brought
into God’s Kingdom as His children through Holy
Baptism at Faith Lutheran Church in Boulder,
Montana. Also, Denise Stake, Norm Tietz and
Norma Tietz (pictured above right) were received
into Communicant membership by Adult Confirmation and Profession of Faith. Glory be to God!

This year I have been blessed with a wonderful group of returning students and siblings of previous
students that range in age from 3 to 5. That is one of the reasons we at Mt Calvary Preschool in
Polson are so grateful to have been able to use grant money (from the MT District Schools Fund) to
purchase the One In Christ Preschool A curriculum this year. The range in ages and personalities
makes teaching a challenging and rewarding adventure every day. We already were blessed to have
been able to purchase the Preschool B curriculum with previous grant monies. Having a choice of
different curriculums make it easy to adapt lessons that are not only age appropriate, but fun and
new! We are a very small school and the generosity of this grant money has quite literally been a
gift from God. Thank you so much for your generosity. God bless you today and always.
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EBOLA EPIDEMIC
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
As Ebola continues its deadly sweep across
West Africa, the people of the LCMS continue
to respond with prayer and support for our relief efforts.
Through your generosity we have given mercy
grants totaling $67,729 to help our brothers
and sisters in the most afflicted nations — Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea. These grants provide food, sanitation and cleaning supplies, and
Ebola prevention education.
Christ’s love for the whole person, body and soul, is our model as we battle
against Ebola. Christian service of our neighbor finds its source, motivation
and example in Christ’s incarnate, redeeming, atoning and active love (Phil.
2:1-11). Every aspect of the faith drives us outside ourselves to care for our
neighbor next door and across the world in Africa.
CUS = Concordia
University System

The effort to save lives from Ebola will be a long fight, some saying up to two
years. We will be in this for the long haul — that is a hallmark of our LCMS
mercy work. As Lutherans, we stay until the job is done, bringing physical aid
and comfort even as we proclaim the lifesaving Gospel.

CHI= Concordia
Historical Institute

I ask you to pray for all who are affected by Ebola: the victims, families,
health care workers, governments and others whose vocation brings them
into contact with this disease.
We’ve set up a special way to provide support through the LCMS at
www.lcms.org/givenow/epidemics.

CPH=Concordia
Publishing House

Yours in Christ,
LCEF=Lutheran
Church Extension
Fund

Matthew C. Harrison, President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Kirk Hash is a member of Messiah, Missoula and was featured in an article in the University of Montana Kaimin in early October, and the Messiah newsletter. Portions of
that article are re-printed below with permission from the author, Michael Wright.
Kirk’s story continues onto the next page with an amazing example of the way God
brings His people together.

The following is an excerpt from a letter sent by Rev. Ray Wiegiert to Kirk
Hash after reading the previous article about him. Pastor Wiegert graciously
shared this with us here at the District Office.

First deaf ASUM senator expected to be sworn in next week

My name is Ray Wiegert, a retired pastor of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, formerly,pastor of this congregation (Messiah) for almost 27 years, starting in 1975. Prior to that,
pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in Roselle, IL, a suburb northwest of Chicago. For the
last 14 years I have been the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Superior, MT, retiring
from there this past August.

It won’t be the first time he’s been the only deaf person in the
room.
Kirk Hash, a well-bearded 38-year-old post-baccalaureate
Missoula College student, is used to it by now. Next week,
he’s expected to be sworn in as the first deaf senator in the
history of the Associated Students of the University of Montana. “It was kind of a gamble,” Hash said through a sign language interpreter, of applying for an open senate seat. “Roll of the dice, see what happens.”
Hash applied for an open seat earlier this fall. He responded to the interview committee’s questions via e-mail and not long after, learned he got a spot. “It was very surprising, and overwhelming really,” he signed. Hash said he wants to represent Missoula College students in
ASUM, a role he said will become more important as the new campus gets built. Missoula College has one ASUM senator already.
Born in Chicago, Hash went deaf when he was six months old due to a high fever, but his family
didn’t know until he was 2 years old. He was watching Sesame Street one day and didn’t respond to his mother calling his name.
“My mom just thought it was really peculiar,” he signed. She took him to a family doctor who
performed a hearing test, but couldn’t determine that he was deaf. Then they went to an audiologist, who confirmed it.
“I am full deaf,” he signed. “There’s nothing.”
Hash said it’s something he learned to live with quickly. His parents started trying to learn sign
language immediately—his mom learned quickly, while his dad still struggles from time to time.
He learned sign language by grabbing their books and studying them, even as a 2-year-old. He
would see a picture of a ball and the sign demonstration next to it, and he’d learn it. The conceptual and visual nature of the language helped him pick it up quickly, he said.
His parents moved the family from Chicago to Drummond, where he and his three younger
siblings were raised. He graduated from the Montana School for the Deaf and Blind, and the
University of Montana was the logical choice for college because of its proximity to his
hometown.
In 1999, Hash graduated from the University as a University Scholar, meaning he’d completed
the Davidson Honors College program — the first deaf person to do so, he notes proudly.
He spent the next 13 years working various jobs, mostly in data entry. He didn’t like his job
prospects, so he decided to go back to school to get a more practical skill. He joined the Missoula College medical information technology program, and expects to graduate next spring.
All the while, Hash took leadership positions in both local and statewide clubs for deaf people.
He’s been the president of the Missoula Club of the Deaf since 2005, and has been involved in
the Montana Association of the Deaf since 2000.

Hi Kirk,

While reading the article about you in the last Messiah newsletter, telling about your position with ASUM, it caught my attention that you were born in Chicago and your family
moved to Drummond, also that you had lost your hearing at an early age. That triggered a
memory for me.
I cannot recall the year, but it was quite some time ago, a letter arrived from a lady who
said she belonged to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Chicago (I was acquainted with the
pastor there at that time, Rev. Sedory). She was concerned about her relatives who had
moved to Montana, (Drummond) especially her grandson who was handicapped. That was,
no doubt, your grandmother. She was worried that her grandson would not get spiritual
training in such a remote place. That letter remained in my desk drawer until I retired. It
may still be in a box at home or perhaps I discarded it when I retired. If I ever come across
it as we go through things I will certainly share it with you.
The address she gave me was a Rural Route so I went to the Post Office in Drummond and
asked for the location of the family. They told me it was on the old highway west of Drummond maybe six or so miles. Anyway, I had no trouble finding it. I knocked but no one was
home. I don’t remember if I left a business card or anything, but I intended to try again
sometime. Well, I never got back but I did look for that house every time I went east on the
interstate. It was a very small house at that time. It seems that additions have been made
over the years. I have always regretted not having gone back but I perhaps was of the opinion that 40 miles was just too much to expect a young struggling family to travel for Sunday School and church services.
No doubt you are that young boy that grandmother and grandfather were concerned about.
What a joy to know that God did not forget you and guided your life in such a way that
HERE YOU ARE! Anyway, I am delighted that you are here to “hear” the good news of
the Gospel and partake of the Sacrament….

Rev. Wiegert went on to describe his family and connections to Messiah Lutheran Church. He arranged to meet with Kirk and an interpreter, Nenette
Loftsgaarden and had a wonderful conversation. Praise God for all the ways
He brings His people together!
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