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Thank you from Our Savior
Preschool in Glendive

MONTANA

Thank You to the Montana District
Schools Fund for the grant of $130.00.
Our Savior Lutheran Child Care Ministry
purchased bibles for the graduating preschoolers. Pictured at right is Breydon
Adams with his new Bible.
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Scripture Cannot be Broken

Grace Lutheran Church in Hamilton hosted
a week long servant event July 28-August
1st. We were excited to welcome Bob, Pat,
Lori, Sandy and Doris from St. John's Lutheran Church in Bakersfield, CA. Each day our
volunteers tackled projects for a different
group or organization.
Throughout the week they painted and remulched a playground for a local Christian
school, created a garden and updated a
chicken house for a women's shelter, did
yard work and set up for a garage sale for a
member, fixed a huge fence, pulled up carpet and raked mulch for another alternative
school and worked on siding, built a fence
and more for the Outpost of Grace. It was a
great week of being in the Word, hard work,
delicious food and fellowship.
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Lightening cracked the sky open so wide there was no place to hide. The hammering of the
thunder assaulted our chests. Rain and hail beat relentlessly on the tarp that covered our tent so as
to drown out all conversation. Growing rivulets raced through our camp and the creek began to rise.
Cheryl and I had packed into the Snowies along Swimming Woman creek for a quick get-away. We
barely had the tent up when the deluge began and we started wondering if the name of the creek
would be changed to “Swimming Couple.”
When such a trip begins with shivering in a tent I am apt to seek an interpretation of the
sign. “What does this mean? Were we not supposed to get away? Is God showing us how powerful
He is? Is He mad at us because we did something wrong? Is He simply blessing the earth with much
needed moisture?” The interpretation of “signs” is tricky business, and I suspect that we generally
settle on the interpretation that most closely aligns with our feelings at that moment.
This is a common human experience and it points out a major difficulty in our relationship
with God. We like to place ourselves in the position of interpreter. There is power in this position.
Seeking to read signs is silly and dangerous. But our partiality for interpretation can become disastrous when it includes the Word of God. Somehow we have convinced ourselves that we are the
interpreters of the Word. During a Bible class you may have heard someone say, “Well, that’s your
interpretation.” The implication is that you have interpreted incorrectly. On the other hand we may
sometimes imply that everyone is allowed their own interpretation of the Word when we ask, “What
does that verse mean to you?” We treat the Word of God as if its meaning is absolutely dependent
on our interpretation.
Is the Word of God subject to various interpretations? Or, put more crassly, did God speak
so that we could make Him say what we want Him to say? Tucked away in an argument about the
identity of Jesus, we find a very important characteristic of the Word of God. “Jesus answered them,
‘Is it not written in your Law,’ ‘I said, you are gods’? ‘If he called them gods to whom the word of God
came—and Scripture cannot be broken— do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent
into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?” (John 10:34-36) Notice
the equity between the Word of God and Scripture. By Jesus’ own mouth the Scripture is called the
Word of God, and furthermore, He asserts that it cannot be “broken.” The point He is making is that
we are not above the Scripture. The Word of God is above us. We cannot break it to fit our interpretation.
We do not interpret the Word. The Word interprets us! The world cannot interpret the
Word. The Word interprets the world. Signs do not interpret the Word. The Word interprets signs.
Science, (in the sense of the knowledge of men) does not interpret the Word. The Word interprets
what we can know.
Our arrogance leads us readily into death. Christ’s humility carries us into life. The Word
of God, in the flesh, put Himself beneath us, on the cross, so that we could be saved. What a topsyturvy God. The Word that cannot be broken, was broken on the cross. The God who is above all,
came down to put Himself below all that we might have life.
Of the interpretation of signs there is no end. Each assigns his own meaning. But the
Word of God cannot be broken. It interprets the world for us so that we might have life in Christ.
Rev. Terry Forke, MT District President
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Official Visit- Shepherd of the Hills
Ennis
Labor Day—Office closed
Pastor’s Wives’ Retreat, Lewistown
Official Visit—First, Missoula
Rev. Jason Toombs Installation,
First Lutheran, Helena
Trinity—Harlowton
Council of Presidents
Trinity—Harlowton
Early Childhood Conf., Great Falls
Official Visit—St. Paul, Park City
Circuit Forum, Mount Olive
Dispute Resolution Training, Rapid City
Trinity-Harlowton
Board of Directors, Billings
Pastor’s Conference, Peace, Great Falls
Official Visit—Messiah, Missoula
Trinity—Harlowton

Around the District
First Lutheran, Missoula
continues in the call process.
Trinity, Billings continues in
the call process.
Concordia, Forsyth and
Trinity/Hysham—vacancy.
St. Mark, Butte and Zion,
Whitehall are in the call
process.
Rev. John Frahm III of
Greeley, CO has accepted
the call to Concordia, Williston.
Trinity, Sidney is in the call
process.

Emmaus Lutheran Mission Holds First VBS
Our first Vacation Bible School was held June 9th—
June 11th at our new building in Big Timber. The response was surprisingly good, with 21 students in
attendance (only 9 of which were ELM’s). The theme
was “Crucified” and looked at God’s plan of salvation
for mankind through His Son Jesus Christ.
Our thanks especially to all of the teachers and volunteers who made VBS happen: Lori Ketcham, Rebecca
Pullmann, Julie Horning, Tami Schopp, Beau, Jeremy
Schopp and Chris Schopp.

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Together with other residents of metropolitan St. Louis, I have been saddened and
worried by the events of the past week in Ferguson, Missouri. The shooting of Michael
Brown and subsequent riots have produced a tempest of emotions in this region and
throughout the country. Fear, anger, animosity between races, and a general nervousness are rife.
There is no panacea for such unrest, for it is simply one more tragic result of a world
where sin and death continue their regime. Wars, rumors of war, tension and animosity between peoples we will always have with us (Matt. 24:6, 26:11).
The good news is that violence and distrust and animosity are not the last word. Christ,
the Word made flesh who dwelt among us, full of grace and truth and life and salvation; Christ, whose death atoned for the sins of all humanity and whose resurrection
trampled sin and Satan; Christ, the Prince of Peace—Christ gets the last Word. His is a
Word of peace, despite sin’s turmoil (1 Thess. 5:23).
So, I write today for one simple reason—with one great need. I write to ask for your
prayers.
I ask your prayers for our city, St. Louis—this is the city the Missouri Synod, in a certain way, has called home since 1847. I ask your prayers for the Brown family in their
grief. I ask your prayers for the law enforcement officer involved and his family. I ask
your prayers for the community of Ferguson, its people, their officials, and all who live
and serve there. I ask your prayers for the churches of Ferguson, as they seek to be instruments of peace. And I ask your prayers for our Synod and our work, especially for
work in the urban centers of our country where there is such a crying need for the Gospel and the Lord, whose peace “surpasses all understanding” (Phil. 4:7).
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Black Ministry, Urban & Inner-City Mission
and Disaster Response teams are working together with local church leaders to assess
both immediate and long-term needs in Ferguson. Plans are now underway to provide
a way for the life-giving proclamation and comfort of the Gospel to be sustained into
the future, so that true and lasting reconciliation in Christ may be restored to this community.
Finally, let us pray, dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Devyn Ann Kaelberer was baptized August 10th at Shepherd of the Valley in Thompson Falls. Pictured at left is
Pastor Erich Kaelberer (Dad) Jennifer (Mom) and Daelyn
(Sister). Devyn was born August 5th and is the first to
use the "new" lectern/baptism fount.
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Father, You reveal Yourself as a God of both order and compassion. We ask for the
restoration of order in Ferguson and for compassionate hearts on all sides. Give wisdom to those entrusted with temporal authority; give comfort to those who grieve;
give peace to this troubled community. We ask these things in the name of Him who is
our Prince of Peace, even Jesus, whose blood has made us one.
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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