
MONTANA  

у  

Wǳƭȅ нлмп 

aƻƴǘŀƴŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ [/a{          ол .ǊƻŀŘǿŀǘŜǊ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ .ƛƭƭƛƴƎǎΣ a¢ рфмлм          όплсύ нрф-нфлу 
ƻŶŎŜϪƳǘŘƛǎǘƭŎƳǎΦƻǊƎ          ǿǿǿΦƳǘŘƛǎǘƭŎƳǎΦƻǊƎ 

-

hƴ ǘƘŜ  плǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ wƻŜ Ǿ ²ŀŘŜΣ ¢ƛƳŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻ-ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǎƛŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻƴ ƛƴ мфтоΦ  Wƛƭƭ {ǘŀƴŜƪ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ tǳƭǎŜΣ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ 
ƻƴ [ƛŦŜ{ƛǘŜ ƴŜǿǎΣ Wǳƭȅ мсΣ нлмпΦ 
IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ мр ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƛƳŜΩǎ ƭƛǎǘΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΥ 

мΦ  hōŀƳŀΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǾŜƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭΦ  
нΦ  5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ нлмлΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ нллуΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ 
ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǇƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜ ƭŀǿǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ - ннс ǎƛƴŎŜ нлммΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘΦ 
оΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾƻƭǳǘŜŘ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ hōŀƳŀŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ нлмл ǿŀǎ άǊƻŎƪŜǘ ŦǳŜƭέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ {ŀǊŀƘ 
Yƭƛũ ό±ƻȄΦŎƻƳύ ǉǳƻǝƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΩǎ /ƘŀǊƳŀƛƴŜ ¸ƻŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ōƛƭƭǎΦ 
пΦ  ! ǇǊƻŦǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΣ ум ƛƴ нлмо ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ wŜǎŎǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ то҈ ǘƻ трф ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƻŦ нΣмтс ƛƴ мффмΦ 
рΦ  aƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦǳƴŘ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ tŀǊŜƴǘƘƻƻŘΦ 
сΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ Iƻōōȅ [ƻōōȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ 
тΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ōǳũŜǊ ȊƻƴŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ 
уΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ƭƻōōȅΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΦ ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ  ŜǾŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨǇǊƻ-ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅΣέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ  5ǊΦ Wŀȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎƻƴ 
όƻŦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀƛƭȅ .ŜŀǎǘύΦ 
фΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ƭƻōōȅΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻΦ 
млΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ƭƻōōȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ {ŀƴŘǊŀ CƭǳƪŜΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘǳŘΦ 
ммΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ όǳǎΗύ ŀǊŜ άǎƻǇƘƛǎǝŎŀǘŜŘΧ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƛŎŀƭΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎƻƴΦ 
мнΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ōƻŘȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎƻƴ ŀŘƳƛǘǎΣ 
ά!ōƻǊǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΦέ 9ǿΦ 
моΦ  bƻ CƻǊǘǳƴŜ рлл ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƭƻōōȅΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ άƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎƻƴΦ 
мпΦ  άCŜƳƛƴƛǎƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎƻƴΦ 
мрΦ   wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΥ ά{ŜŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ƴŀȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜΣέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎƻƴΦ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΦέ 
 
Lƴ ŀ ƴǳǘǎƘŜƭƭΣ ǉǳƻǝƴƎ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ±ŀƴ9ƎŜǊŜƴΥ όƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǇ ¢ƛƳŜǎύΣ  
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǿǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Iƻōōȅ [ƻōōȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭπ
ƭƻǿǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƴȅ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƻƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ 
ŀ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŀƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ 

 

άLǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ bŀǎƘΣ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ DǳǧƳŀŎƘŜǊ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΣ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƪ-ǘŀƴƪ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ǎǳǊŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƴŜȄǘΦέ 

 

²ŜƭƭΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻŜΣ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŬƭƭΦ vǳƻǝƴƎ {ŀǊŀƘ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴ Σ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ 
ǿƘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƛƴ wƻŜ Ǿ ²ŀŘŜΣ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мнΣ 
Ǿƛŀ YƴƻȄbŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΥ 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ όŀƭƻƴƎύ ǘƘŀƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊƛǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ƛtƘƻƴŜ Χ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǝǾŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǿǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΦέ 

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻ-ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǊ ƎǳŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

  
 ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΚ  5ǳƳǇǎǘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǎŀǾŜ 
ƛǘΚέ  wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǘǊƛǘǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǧƭŜŘ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǩŎΦ  aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ тфΣ 
ƘŀŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǝƳŜ ƘŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŀ 
ŘƛǎōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƘƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ 
ǿƘŀǘΦ  CƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ άǎƻƳŜ-Řŀȅέ ǳǎŜΦ  wǳƳƻǊǎ ƻŦ 
ƧŀǊǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƘƻǇŜΦ  
 ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǿŀǎ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǩŎ ǿŀǎ 
ŜƳǇǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŀ ōŜŘǊŀƎƎƭŜŘ ŘǳƳǇǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǘ ŦƻǊƭƻǊƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŜǇƛǘŀǇƘ ǿǊƛǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳπ
Ƴǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇǘȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǩŎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŘŜπ
ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ άǇŀǳǎŜέ ōǳǧƻƴΦ   
 άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΚέ  ¢ƘŜ ƳȅǘƘƛŎŀƭ 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŎƘŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǩŎΣ ƘƛŘ ƴƻ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ 
ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ƴƻ ǎŎƛƴǝƭƭŀǝƴƎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎΣ ƴƻ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƻƴƭȅ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ǿƛǊŜΣ ŜƳǇǘȅ 
ōƻȄŜǎΣ ƻƭŘ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƴƎ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜΦ  άLǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜΚέ   
 IƛƎƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳπ
Ƴǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŜƳƻǝƻƴΦ  
ά{ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ όWŜǎǳǎύΣ 
Ψ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦΩ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ΨaŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ 
ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƻǊ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǘƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΚΩ  !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƭƭ 
ŎƻǾŜǘƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦΩέ   ό[ǳƪŜ мнΥмо-мрύ 
 ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŜΣ όǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘύΣ Iƛǎ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻǳǊ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ  
άhƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ  
 
 

 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ  
ά²ƘŀǘΚ  Lǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǩŎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΚέ   
 9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ 
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘǊƻǾŜ ŀ ǿŜŘƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǩŎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΦ  hŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŘƻŜǎ 
ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘΚ  LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ōŜ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ  
 WŜǎǳǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǘƻǳǎ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ōȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛŎƘ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƻǊŜ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎ ōŀǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ōƛƎπ
ƎŜǊ ƻƴŜǎ ǎƻ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻǳƭ ǿŀǎ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜƴǘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾŜǊōƛŀƭ ŘǳƳǇǎǘŜǊΦ   ά{ƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƭŀȅǎ ǳǇ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊƛŎƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ 
DƻŘΦέ  
ό[ǳƪŜ мнΥнмύ 
 άwƛŎƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ DƻŘΚέ  Lǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƪƛƴŘ 
ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎΚ  IŀǊŘƭȅΗ  Iƻǿ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƻƴŜ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎŎǳπ
ƳǳƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΚ  bƻΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎŀǘƘπ
ŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊΣ IŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǿŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ƛǎ ǿƘȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ 
ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎ IƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ   WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘƭȅΦέ  όWƻƘƴ 
млΥмлύ  Lƴ WŜǎǳǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǳƳǇǎǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 
ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦ   
 ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŬƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ 
DƻŘΩǎ ŀǩŎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ IƛƳ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
ŬƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΦ  [ƛŦŜ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ 
ƛƴ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ IƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ   

¢ƘŜ !ōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

wŜǾΦ ¢ŜǊǊȅ CƻǊƪŜΣ 

a¢ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

[ƛŦŜ bŜǿǎ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ  
ǿǿǿΦƭƛŦŜǎƛǘŜƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳ 

http://www.lifenews.com/2014/07/08/226-pro-life-laws-passed-since-2011-including-21-this-year-saving-babies-from-abortion/
http://www.operationrescue.org/archives/death-throes-of-the-death-industry-a-record-87-surgical-abortion-clinics-close-in-2013/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2014/jul/12/roe-v-wade-lawyer-speaks-on-future-of-womens/


т н 

District Presidentôs Calendar 

August   3           Official Visitï SOTV, Salmon 

             4-8         Continuing Edï Trinity Camp 

             10          TrinityðHarlowton 

             SidneyðPre Call Meeting 

             24           Rev. Ray Wiegert, Retirement, 

                            Trinity, Superior. 

           25-27       Circuit Visitorsï Billings 

             31           Official Visit-  Shepherd of the Hills 

              Ennis 

Sept.     1            Labor DayðOffice closed 

           5-7           Pastorôs Wivesô Retreat, Lewistown 

             7            Official VisitðFirst, Missoula 

             7            Rev. Jason Toombs Installation, 

                           First Lutheran, Helena 

           12-13      Planning Meeting, Great Falls 

             14          TrinityðHarlowton 

           17-23       Council of Presidents 

             28          TrinityðHarlowton 

Oct.       4           Early Childhood Conf., Great Falls 

              5           Official VisitðSt. Paul, Park City 

              5           Circuit Forum, Mount Olive 

            9-10       Dispute Resolution Training,  Rapid City 

             12          Trinity-Harlowton 

             13          Board of Directors, Billings 

          14-16       Pastorôs  Conference, Peace, Great Falls 

             19          Official VisitðMessiah, Missoula 

             26         TrinityðHarlowton 

Lisa Thomas leads her group 

of children for VBS 

! .ŀǊ-.-v ƻŦ ƘŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊǎΣ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
Ǉƻǘ ƭǳŎƪ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǎǘŀũ 
ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Φ 

Away from home,  

away from family,  

     but never away from Christ! 
  

      Do you have or know a student headed off or headed back to a college, university, or trade school 

this fall? Just because these students are away from home doesnôt mean they have to be deprived, or should be 

left to deprive themselves, of the hearing of the Word of Christ and the receiving of His Supper. A typical 

college campus may be a spiritual desert, parched and dry of the true and pure living Water, but ñoasesò are 

out there where the student(s) you care about can be sustained and even flourish in the faith through these 

often challenging years. Now is the time for action.  

 Talk to your students about the importance of being in church, where Christ is for them, and 

demonstrate it to them by your being there, even when theyôre not! If you take a student to campus, arrange to 

visit with an LCMS pastor near campus. 

 You can also use the Montana District web form to notify the campus ministry committee to match 

your student with a campus-area pastor:  http://www.mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/campus-ministry/ . 

Thoughts or questions about campus ministry in Montana or elsewhere? Drop Pastor Sias, of the Montana 

District LCMS Campus Ministry Committee, an email at pastor@mtcalvary-colstrip.org, or call him at 406-

748-2516. 

St John Lutheran in Libby, held VBS July 7th thru 11th.  Above, Pastor Thom-
as and Freda Howard lead the children in Bible lessons and prayer.  

Rev. Christopher Decker has de-

clined the call to First Lutheran, 

Missoula.   

Rev. Mark Dahn has declined the 

call to Trinity Billings as Associate 

Pastor. 

Concordia, Forsyth and  Trinity/

Hyshamðvacancy. 

St. Mark, Butte and Zion,Whitehall 

are in the call process. 

Concordia Williston has called 

Rev. John Frahm of Greeley, CO. 

Rev. David Warner of Trinity, Sid-
ney, has accepted a call to serve 
as a Missionary in  Spain. 
 

!ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

{ƻƳŜ CƛǊǎǘ [ǳπ
ǘƘŜǊŀƴ .ƻȊŜƳŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ 
.ŜƭƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ 
ƳŜŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ .ƛōƭŜ 
/ƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻπ
ȊŜƳŀƴ [ƻŘƎŜ ƛƴ 
.ƻȊŜƳŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǳŘȅπ

ƛƴƎ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ м ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ фр 
ŀǧŜƴŘΗ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ  aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΗ 

.ƛōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ .ƻȊŜƳŀƴ [ƻŘƎŜ 

http://www.mtdistlcms.org/district-committees/campus-ministry/
mailto:pastor@mtcalvary-colstrip.org
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New Associate Pastor 

First Lutheran Church & School 

Helena, MT    

 

 The July/August 2013 issue of the 

First Lutheran Church & School monthly 

newsletter, The First Word, included an 

article from the church's Board of Elders 

explaining why the members of that board 

recommended calling a second pastor for 

First Lutheran Church and School.  Exactly 

one year later, we are very pleased, indeed, 

to be able to report that Associate Pastor 

Jason Toombs and his wife, Samantha, will 

be joining our community of faith very 

shortly! 

   Pastor Toombs is from Tomball, Texas 

(near Houston). He is 31 years old, and 

before attending the seminary worked for a 

few years as an accountant.  He graduated 

from Concordia Theological Seminary in 

Fort Wayne, Indiana, in May of this year. 

   Pastor Jasonôs parents, Dan and Pat, and 

younger brother, Nathan, all live in Tom-

ball.     

   Pastor Toombs was ordained on Satur-

day, July 12, at Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Tomball, where he has been a 

member for at least 20 years.   

   He and his fianc®e, Samantha Zon, will 

be married on Friday, August 8, in the Kra-

mer Chapel on the campus of Concordia 

Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne.  

   He and Samantha plan to arrive in Helena 

around August 21, and he will begin his 

ministry at First Lutheran Church and 

School at the beginning of September.   

   Samantha has been teaching for the past 

eight years, and will be looking to find a 

position in the elementary education field.  

   LCMS Montana District President Rever-

end Terry Forke will install Pastor Toombs 

at First Lutheran Church in Helena on Sun-

day, September 7, at 4:30 p.m. The instal-

lation will be followed by a dinner. Please 

mark this exciting day on your calendar 

now and prepare to give a hearty Montana 

welcome to Pastor Jason and Samantha. 

 

tŀǎǘƻǊ Wŀǎƻƴ ¢ƻƻƳōǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŬŀƴŎŞΣ {ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ ½ƻƴΦ 

The 2014 MT District Schools Fund Grant awards were announced July 14, 2014 by the Board 

of Directors.  All grant requests were funded in full this year. Recipients include the following: 

Mt.  Calvary Preschool (Polson) 

Trinity Classical School (Miles City) 

Little Lambs Preschool (Ronan) 

Little Fishes Preschool (Park City) 

First Lutheran Preschool (Missoula) 

Our Savior Preschool (Glendive) 

Kingôs Kids Preschool (Columbia Falls) 

Trinity (Kalispell) 

Grace (Three Forks). 

 

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ϷптмрΦфнΦ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻƻƳōǎ ƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ hǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ½ƛƻƴ 

[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ¢ƻƳōŀƭƭΣ ¢· ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ моΣ нлмпΦ 

 

²ƘŜƴ tŀǳƭ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ aŀŎŜŘƻƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ God 
ƘŀŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ό!Ŏǘǎ мсΥмлύ 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŀǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ {Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΦέ   tŀǎǘƻǊ 
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aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [/a{ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΣ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
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ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
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The 2014 MT District Scholarship Grants were awarded by the Board of Directors to the following 

students who are studying to be church workers: 

Rachel Cutler, Allison Ebel, Elizabeth King, Angelika Paul, Gideon Pullmann, Sonja Reeves, 

Clara Reinke, Andrew Schlund, Benjamin Ulledalen and Marcus Williams.  The total amount 

distributed was $30,759.95.   

a¢ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ DǊŀƴǘǎ 

a¢ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ CǳƴŘ DǊŀƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 
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Reflections on the International Youth Conference in German, June 2014  

Submitted by Rev. David Preus 

When the Indiana crew finally arrived on Monday afternoon, we were already well-adjusted and 

ready to give them a hearty welcome. From that time onðthanks to Gina Pruis, the coordinator-

in-chief from Indianaðthe trip ran as smoothly and efficiently as could have been desired. Over 

the next few days, we visited two cathedrals, a dozen churches, and several ancient castles with 

breathtaking vistas over the Harz. We took an old-fashioned coal-fueled train from Wernigerode 

to the summit of the Harz, called the Brocken. What a glorious trip that was! We stopped on the 

way to enjoy some good German food. The bratwurst was definitely edible and the pils was 

potableðgreat tasting and certainly less filling than your typical American fare. 

 

Our final dayôs journey brought us to Luther Land proper. First, we visited Eisleben, the place of 

Lutherôs birth and death. We visited the church and viewed the pulpit, fully in-tact, where Luther 

preached his last four sermons. Then, we headed to Wittenberg. We explored the Castle Church, 

where Luther nailed his ñ95 Thesesò on October 31, 1517, and we enjoyed it despite the fact that 

nearly everything was wrapped up for renovation in preparation for the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation in 2017. We also saw the houses of Luther and Melanchthon and several others. 

After a formal dinner at the Luther Hotel, our conference concluded with Divine Service at the 

Catholic Church in Wittenberg. There, Pastor Preus preached a farewell sermon on ñGodôs Last 

Wordò based on Revelation 22:18-21. From the foreground of the church, we parted ways, over-

nighted at a nearby hostel, and then headed for Berlin (Tegel) the next morning to catch our 

flights back home.   

 

What did we learn from our experience in Germany? It is difficult to recount the feeling of awe 

that enraptured us who stood together in those ancient cathedrals and churchesðthe aura of 

divinity and deep piety marked by a noble Lutheran culture centuries in the making. One fre-

quently remarked, ñOh, I wish we had that!ò These were by no means misguided sentiments. 

The high-quality organs, the refined music, the splendid architecture and sublime artistic d®-

corðthese were certainly accents worthy of our appreciation. But there was something all-too-

bitter-sweet about these impressions at the same time. The sanctuaries we so fondly photo-

graphed over the course of that week were scarcely filled by worshipers on Sunday morning. Is 

this a symbol of the spiritual train wreck that has befallen the land of the Reformation?  

 

The rain cloud of the gospel had been where we journeyedðthat was quite evidentðbut to 

many our ancient faith has become little more than a fairytale. The cultural relics are merely an 

attractive fa­ade against a faded glory. But to 

us, who are being saved, these are vestiges of 

a timeless confession of truth. We may not 

have the magnificent church buildings of our 

ancestors, but, by Godôs grace, we still have 

the gospel they believed and confessed. The 

kingdom of God never came with observation 

(Luke 17:20), but it comes to us today with 

the simple and pure teaching of the for-

giveness of sins for Jesusô sake. We do not 

take this treasure for granted. It is the reason 

we are bold to draw our confessional line 

today. Hier stehe ich!  

 

High Teutonic castles perched on forest-green mountain sides, 

sheer red roofs adorning half-timber houses, the narrow streets 

carefully paved with cobblestoneðit was like a fairytale. And 

why not? Kloster Michaelstein, our place of residence for the 

greater part of a week, lay at the foothills of an enchanted forest 

land, known as the Harz, which was once home to Cinderella, 

Hansel and Gretel, Sleeping Beauty, Little Red Riding Hood, 

Rapunzel, and Rumpelstiltskin. But it was so much more than a 

tale! The main thing we took away from our German experience 

was the real-life history of pious and courageous men like Ernest 

the Confessor, Matthias Flacius, Philip Melanchthon, and Martin 

Luther, who taught us well what it means to confess the Christian 

faith in the midst of real life. 

 

Michaelstein, a newly renovated monastery, equipped with hostel, chapel, recreation and con-

ference rooms, provided an opportunity for more than seventy confessing Lutheransðfrom 

Montana, Indiana, Norway, Sweden, and Germanyðto participate in rich theological conver-

sation and build lasting friendships. Its top-notch facilities enhanced by its proximity to key 

cities of the Lutheran Reformation, including Magdeburg, Quedlinburg, Eisleben (Lutherôs 

hometown), and Wittenberg, made it possible for us to join academic and biblical studies with 

visits to German communities, where our Lutheran ancestors forged our theological heritage. 

 

The theme of our international youth conference, which began on Saturday, June 14th and 

ended on Saturday, June 21st, was ñThe Confessional Line.ò What lessons may we take away 

from the history of Germany, stretching from the Reformation to World War II, that might 

help us to draw the lines of our common Lutheran confession in our own time? That was the 

challenge we tackled together. Each day, after breakfast, we convened for a plenary session 

led by one of the speakers dealing with a unique aspect of our theme. After each plenary ses-

sion, we gathered in the monastery chapel for Morning Prayer, which was accompanied by a 

homily based on Scripture texts related to our theme. We then broke into groups for about an 

hour to discuss the lessons we learned from the plenary session. We ended each morningôs 

activities by convening once more for questions and answers with the plenary speaker. After 

lunch, the group departed by bus to visit the various attractions scheduled for the day. Each 

day concluded with Vespers followed by lively conversation and evening fun.  

 

With one glaring exception, the whole plan went off without a hitch. All of us Montanansð

Sarah, Skylar, and Ethan Petrik; Curt and Sue Schelle; Parker and Page Renner; Aaron Going; 

and Pastor Preusðsailed smoothly into Hamburg and met each other upon arrival. However, 

the Indiana crew (the majority of the group) was delayed for two days due to weather issues in 

Indianapolis. Real bummer! But we made the best of it. Being such a small crowd consisting 

of our group from Montana, groups from Sweden and Norway, and Professor Ziegler, the few 

of us were able to sprawl in our spacious double-decker Swedish bus and concentrate on get-

ting to know each other. We spent the first day in L¿neburg, a beautiful old city of half-timber 

houses slanting upon the salty earth from which it had won its great fortune. In L¿neburg, we 

explored three churches and then settled in for the night. The next day, we visited the ornate 

palace of Ernest the Confessor in Celle and the ducal library and palace of the great dukes of 

Brunswick in Wolfenb¿ttel. Sunday afternoon, we arrived in Blankenburg and settled into the 

hostel at Michaelstein. 
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