The Garden Hits a Growth Spurt
Written by Rev. Daniel Jacobs, Crow Agency, MT
Submitted by Irene Nelson, Colstrip
Jesus uses a number of garden analogies in His parables on the Kingdom of God. These
can be rather helpful for us out here on the cross-cultural mission field. Of course, a gardener can
plant a large variety of crops. Some sprout and mature very quickly, like radishes. However,
some take many years, like fruit trees. So the results one sees in the field can vary a lot. All the
“crops” are good. They are fruit given by the Lord God, Maker of heaven and earth, and so we
rejoice in all of them.
Even so, it can be tempting, sometimes, to compare field results. ‘His field is growing in
great abundance very quickly. Mine still looks mostly like bare soil.’ Yet as Paul says, “I planted;
Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” For the past 28 years labor in the fields of the Crow
Indian Reservation has gone on. As with any new field, rocks of false teaching had to be removed. Stumps of deep-rooted sin had to be wrestled with. Then the ground needed to be tilled
and compost added in the form of God’s Word.
Small growth occurred, some of it slow and steady. Some showed promise, but was
eaten by the grasshoppers of trials and testings. Yet the field was not sterile. The life of the Lord
was present in it. That is becoming more obvious this year as Crow Lutheran Ministry hits a
growth spurt. (Whether it is a long spurt or a short one, only the Lord of the garden knows.) Like
seedling tomatoes, what could be seen in people’s lives, what was “above ground”, did not seem
to be changing for the past several years.
However, often it is what is not seen that matters. Roots were growing deeper. Quietly
the Spirit was awakening a hunger for the good food of the Lord’s Word.
As that Word nourished these individuals, growth started to show “above ground”.
A man brought his son to be baptized. A couple who had simply been living together
for years were convinced by their Bible reading that they needed to get married. Now a member
desires all his family and friends to know the love and peace of the Lord he now has. He invites
them to read Scripture together, and some of them join him. He invites them to come to church,
and some do.
And the growth is spreading beyond this reservation’s borders. Another member carries her love and dedication of the Lord in to a community 60 miles away where she works. Nearly every day she is able to share the love of Christ with someone. Some receive that and ask for
more of the Word. Others find comfort there in the midst of the disasters that are their life.
Of course, even during a growth spurt, no garden is without attackers, some big, some
small; all do some damage. There are people out there who have no use for God or Christ, and
they are not afraid to say so. They backbite His people. They challenge the Word. They try to
raise doubts. They try to get God’s people to be silent. These challenges still come. The enemy
is no quitter.
However, the Lord of the harvest is faithful and He will see His garden grow and mature
to the fullness He intends. And we laborers are blessed to watch Him work His miracle of salvation among His elect. From December 1, 2013 to January 5, 2014, six people have been baptized
at the Crow Agency Church, four of the six are adults. Also, a number of the members are finding the Book of Concord to be very interesting home reading.
Please continue to remember the work in this community and Indian
Ministry in Montana in your prayers and support.
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Keys I Have Used

Yesterday Marge Pullmann, (widow
of former District President, Pastor Al Pullmann), stopped by the office to drop off some
pictures for the archives. She also returned a
key to the office building, from a few years ago,
when she worked here. The locks have been
changed since then, so we joked about how
the keys could go into a box marked “keys I
have used.” I wonder how many of you have
such box sitting somewhere around your
house. Keys, as sterile as they may appear, can
become personal symbols of power. That is
why they end up in a box or drawer long after
we have use for them.
Keys come in many shapes and sizes,
and they are not all physical. There are keys
that help us understand maps, or finances, or
politics or people. “The key to understanding
women is…” (You didn’t think I was actually
going to tell you.) These kinds of keys, like
physical keys, can become sources of power.
They help us control others. “I have the keys
and you don’t.” We like keys because they can
help us unlock doors we think we should enter.
I suppose that a lot of the keys I have
used are like that. I want to begin a new relationship and I use the key of niceness. I want
to ease the tension in the room so I use the key
of humor. I want to get circumstances back
under my control so I resort to the key of my
authority. Sometimes keys work and sometimes they don’t. Take, for example, the many
keys that we sinners have tried to use to open
the doors to heaven.
Allow me to check off a few: Niceness- God should look kindly upon me because
I have been so kind to others. Money- I deserve a break because I am very generous in
my giving to church and charity. Attendance- I
haven’t missed a Sunday service since 1963.

Sacrifice- I gave up my life’s dream to preserve
my marriage. Knowledge- I know the difference
between Law and Gospel, between justification
and sanctification. Suffering- I have endured a
great deal of suffering in this world so that I
can enjoy peace in the next. There are, of
course, many other keys we seek to use to
open God’s heart to us.
None of them work. Each key I have
forced into the lock of the door to heaven deserves only a place in the forlorn box of uselessness labeled, “keys I have used.” There is
only one key to the door of heaven. His name
is Jesus. He says, “Fear not, I am the first and
the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I
am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of
Death and Hades. (Rev. 1:17-18) Jesus is the
key of life. He alone can release us from the
death that our sin demands. His resurrection
demonstrates that He opens the door to eternal life to all whose sins are forgiven through
faith in Him.
Forgiveness in the name of Jesus is
the key He has given to His Church on earth to
distribute according to His Word. In the Catechism we call it the Office of the Keys. The
Office of the Keys is the gift Christ has given to
the Church to forgive the sins of the penitent
and withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant. The Church asks her Pastors to exercise
this Office in a public way for the sake of order
in the Church. That means that when you receive absolution from your Pastor you can be
assured that by it your sins are forgiven before
God in heaven.
A lot of keys have come and gone in
our lives. One will never land in the useless
box. Jesus opens the door to life.
Rev. Terry Forke, District President
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Around the District

Official Visit
Holy Cross, Eureka
Official Visit
Our Savior, Stevensville
Office closed
Easter
Council of Presidents, St. Louis &
Placement, St. Louis & Ft. Wayne
MT LWML Convention, Miles City
Youth Worker Conference, Fairmont
Board of Directors, Great Falls &
Planning Committee Meeting
Dual Circuit, Forsyth
Official Visit—Emmaus Lutheran
Mission, Livingston/Big Timber

Rev. John Gierke of Conway, AR
has declined the call to First, Missoula.
Trinity, Billings, is in the process
of calling an Associate Pastor.
Concordia, Williston is in the call
process for a Sole Pastor.
First Lutheran, Helena, calling an
Associate Pastor from the seminary.
Church at Creston has requested a vicar.
Concordia, Forsyth and Trinity/
Hysham—vacancy.

A Biblical Tour of Israel & Jordan (November 18-28, 2014) This is a 1st Class Teaching Tour of
Israel (all the major sites) and Jordan (Mt Nebo and Petra) everything for $3975. Rev Darold
Reiner from Kalispell is leading his 12th tour since retiring from Trinity Lutheran Church. Contact him for a brochure at 406-752-1205 or reiner@centurytel.net

Montana District Youth Trip
Dear Congregational Members,
I am pleased to inform you that six members from Mount Olive, Billings and
three from Trinity in Sidney (a total of five youth and four chaperones) will be embarking on a trip to Blankenberg, Germany for an International Youth Gathering this
summer from June 13th to June 22nd.
This is an exciting opportunity for these youth to meet other Lutheran youth
(ages 14 to 18) from Sweden, Norway, Germany, and other parts of the United States,
while enjoying the accommodations of a beautiful renovated "kloster" in the Harz
Mountains. A kloster is literally a monastery, but this one looks more like a castle
straight out of Grimms’ Fairy Tales. The theme of the conference is “The Confessional
Line”. The purpose is to encourage the next generation to “draw the line” on matters
of truth and conscience and thus to confess the faith in an increasingly hostile culture.
This conference will blend learning and biblical studies with visits to those German
communities where our Lutheran ancestors forged our religious heritage. It will teach
the Reformation from the perspective of the very real and personal stories of Lutheran
families as they transitioned from Roman Catholicism to Lutheranism.
If you are interested in more details regarding itinerary and
events, please go to http://adventlutheran.org/programs/confessionalline-conference. We believe that this conference will afford our youth a
rare opportunity to learn their Lutheran heritage, while at the same
time developing their own confessing-Lutheran character, expanding
their horizons, and extending their Christian relationships to the wide
world. If you would like to help reduce the cost for these youth, you
may send a donation to the Montana District Office.
Michaelstein

Kloster (convent)

The Lord bless you and keep you.
Pastor Preus

Marge Pullmann donated some history to the
District office this week. Shown at left (top
and bottom) is Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Eureka, under construction in 1959. Below
is Rev. Al Pullmann working the cement mixer. Pastor Pullmann and members of the
congregation did much of the work on the
church.

Download Online Care Anywhere Mobile App
Not only can Concordia Health Plan members* see a doctor right in their own homes, but now
from wherever they are using their smartphones!
The Online Care Anywhere® Mobile App for your smartphone is now available free through the
iTunes App Store or the Android App on Google Play. The Online Care Anywhere app is compatible
with iOS 5.0 or later for iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch, as well as the Android Gingerbread v2.3.3
or above.
With the app, you can:
• Visit a doctor from wherever you are.
• Get diagnosis and treatment for cold and flu symptoms, aches and pains, allergies, and more
24/7!
• Sync with your current Online Care Anywhere account.
The app provides the same convenient, confidential, online healthcare service that you get with
your current online account. You can have a live conversation with a doctor using video or secure
text chat. Doctors can answer your questions, diagnose your condition, prescribe medications**,
and provide follow-up care.
For more information, visit www.onlinecareanywheremn.com/mobile.php.
*Not available to members in CHP HMO Options.
**At this time some states will not allow doctors to prescribe medications via this service.
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Dear and Blessed Saints of the Montana District:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We are looking for help from Lutherans who are for Life – throughout the State of Montana—to
help support and man the LUTHERANS FOR LIFE State Fair Booth. As you can see from the following link, the spaces (for the fair booth) are going fast and we need to get a space soon.
http://www.montanastatefair.com/commercial/#maps
THE MONTANA STATE FAIR: The fair is July 25th through August 2nd. The Trade and Industries
Building and the Mercantile Building (one of which, we will set up in) open at 11 am and close at
11 pm. This gives us three 4-hour shifts: 11-3, 3-7, and 7-11. Cascade County & Surrounding
Area Lutherans For Life will provide tickets for entrance to the fairgrounds, for those working the
shifts. If you stay overnight and need a place to stay, please let us know.
THE BOOTH: The booth’s design is yet to be finalized. The plan, at the moment, is to have the
back wall dedicated to the Word of God. The sides will contain information on Abortion, Euthanasia and Homosexuality. We also need a resource section where those lost to homosexuality,
traumatized by abortion or tempted by the deception of euthanasia can find help and support.
In addition, we want to have a resource section where fairgoers can go to have an opportunity to
support and join life groups, how to stay updated on life issues, and how to help those who are
hurting.
RESOURCES: We have quite a few pamphlets and brochures available. We will need to pick out
the ones that are relevant to the times and then order what we need to complete the information for the booth. We have video and music options that can be looked at. We can, also,
order some free giveaways, such as the fetal babies and bumper stickers. All suggestions and
help is welcomed!
If you can help, please contact us at lflcascade@yahoo.com or call any of the numbers below,
and the information will be passed along. Please leave your name and number, if you call and
there is no answer.
Randi Meehan 406-403-5459
Helen Lewis 406-781-8059
Peter Klevberg 406-771-1653
Our prayers are that you will stand watch with us. This battle is not ours, but the Lord’s. We are
merely soldiers in His Army, waiting for His call. May we all be ready to answer, “Here am I,
Lord. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8). Pray, and if you feel that you have been called to help with the
booth, please call us.
In prayer and love from your brothers and sisters in Christ,
Randi Meehan, member
Cascade County & Surrounding Area Lutherans For Life
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As many of you know, Angie and I spent the past month in Ethiopia teaching at a satellite seminary (Nekemte Christian Education College – NCEC) for the EECMY (Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus). Angie taught English grammar and composition. I taught two classes:
Creation and Redemption, and the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit and Church.
Since the summer of 2012, and upon their breaking fellowship with Swedish Lutherans, the
ELCA, and the Lutheran World Federation of Churches in February of 2013 over the ordination
of homosexuals, the EECMY has not only sought closer ties with the LCMS, but they have
sought our assistance in strengthening the education of their pastors. The LCMS is well known
in the world for her strong stand on the Word of God, and her strength in teaching this Word of
God.
At the request of the EECMY, and by the arrangement of our Synod, Angie and I were blessed to
be asked to go and teach in this way, and provide a report for our Synod of the circumstances and
situation in that place. We were the first in from our Synod. The purpose of our report is to help
create a better understanding of the Ethiopian Lutherans, so that we can better assist them with
the training of their pastors, and, God willing, to further open the door toward the establishment
of fellowship between our two church bodies [As of January 2014, we (the LCMS) have engaged
with the EECMY in “official” talks toward a possible fellowship in the future].
What we found in Ethiopia was beyond anything we could have anticipated. We found warm,
loving, faithful and pious Christians, who love and cling to God’s Word for their faith and life.
They sincerely want to learn God’s Word, and are very open to being led by that Word into greater understanding and faith. They have a tremendous love for the Bible, but need faithful instruction. They sorely lack teaching in Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, and the Book of Concord. The remarkable thing in all of this is their willingness and enthusiasm to hear God’s Word,
learn from it, and put it into practice. The lack of faithful books and learning materials, and teachers to teach makes this difficult, and what teachers they do have need to be taught as well as the
students! As I looked over the vast field of humanity that lay before us in Ethiopia, I could not
help but think of Jesus’ words: “the fields are ripe, but the workers are few; pray the Lord of
harvest to send workers into the harvest.”
And so we pray the Lord’s blessing with this continuing endeavor. We pray that workers continue being sent. We pray for Missionaries Rev. Carl & Deaconess. Dr. Deborah Rockrohr; they are
currently placed at the main EECMY seminary in Ethiopia’s capital city, Addis Ababa. We also
pray for the success of EECMY and LCMS fellowship discussions. And we pray that as God
continues to send workers there, that He send workers here, into the harvest field that is America,
calling all people to repentance for the forgiveness of their sins for Christ’s sake.
I wish again to thank all of you who supported us so generously for this endeavor, which was
duly noted in my report to Synod, and was received with great thankfulness by the Ethiopians.
They send greetings to you with great thankfulness in Jesus’ name.
We would love to tell you of our time. If you would like Angie and I to come to your congregation or circuit, please contact me at 633-2356 or 672-6392 for arrangements.
God’s blessing be yours in Christ,
Pastor Thompson
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The Mystery of Classical Lutheran Education
If there's anything we learned since First Lutheran Classical School was founded six
years ago, it's that classical Christian education needs to be demystified. That reality
is what led a couple of Lutherans on a recent trek to three of our Concordia universities.
Anecdotal evidence led us to understand it isn't just the average Joe who lacks
knowledge about classical education. Many LCMS professional educators also lack
exposure to the classical model. If you ask a recent Concordia University System
grad what they learned about classical Lutheran education during their teacher
training, you will likely get a blank stare.
So what, you may ask, exactly is classical Christian education? Education took a decidedly different approach starting in the early to mid-twentieth century. Classical
education returns to what worked well before that change took place, using a threestage process called the trivium. There is an emphasis on mastering fundamentals in
the early elementary years with a strong focus on language arts, but also thoroughly
teaching the foundation of every subject. Methods of teaching at this developmental stage, grammar, employ ways young children learn best; for instance using
chants, jingles, and movement to aid in all the memorization important when setting
a strong foundation of knowledge. As students move into the next stage, logic, use
of their natural tendency to examine and argue is capitalized upon. Knowledge is
integrated, and truth and fallacy are examined. Finally, in the high school rhetoric
stage students are taught to eloquently and persuasively communicate using the
knowledge and skills gained previously. The classical model also uses particular curricular content, including classical literature, primary source historical documents,
Latin, and logic. The ultimate goal is providing students with tools of learning for use
their entire lives, all things pointing to God's wisdom and the truth, beauty, and
goodness revealed in Him.
What does this mean when a classical Lutheran school needs a new teacher? It
means you are searching for someone you hope will recognize and embrace the
value of an educational philosophy they may not have heard of. It means that classical schools must go to extraordinary measures to obtain additional training so teachers can be effective in a classical setting. This provides a challenge for three of our
six Montana District elementary schools, Mt. Olive Lutheran School—A Classical
Academy in Billings, Trinity Lutheran Classical School in Miles City, and First Lutheran
Classical School in Missoula. There are approximately thirty LCMS schools that use
the classical Lutheran education model, and about 350 classical Christian schools
nationwide. There are well over 40,000 students studying at classical Christian
schools, and those students need classically trained teachers. That's not happening—yet.
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It appears that there are currently no Concordia University
System undergraduate or post-graduate teacher education
programs that include classical education in their foundations, philosophy, history of education, or other courses in
which models are described and examined.
That led two Lutheran laypeople who are passionate about
the Gospel of Christ, the heart of classical Lutheran education, to seek meetings with Concordia University administration and faculty to deliver a grassroots message. In
March we met with presidents, deans of the schools of
education, a provost, and faculty at Concordia University Wisconsin (Mequon), Concordia University Chicago (River Forest), and Concordia University Nebraska (Seward).
Our presentations included these elements: 1) Sharing our story (the story of First
Lutheran Classical School); 2) Discerning familiarity with classical education and explaining it (using a clip of our K-1 students diagramming a sentence so they could see
classical ed in action); 3) Providing statistical information about classical schools and
the need for informed and prepared teachers; 4) Presenting specific elements of
training that would equip classical teachers; 5) Brainstorming with administrators and
faculty regarding ways their school can respond at the baccalaureate and postgraduate levels; 6) Providing materials (information about our school, a classical ed
article, A Handbook on Classical Lutheran Education; 7) Praying for universities, students, and spread of Gospel.
The result of our visits? The leaders we met were receptive and expressed their commitment to exploring possibilities in specific, actionable ways. Challenges include
working within state regulations. All had ideas about incorporating an overview of
classical Lutheran education for undergraduate students. Specific ways to offer postgraduate courses of study with a classical emphasis were discussed. Interest was expressed in offering classical education seminars for faculty and students, and in
hosting the annual conference of "The Consortium for Classical and Lutheran Education" on their campuses.
Where do we go from here? Because classical Christian education rediscovers the
roots of Lutheran education, it just makes sense that education students throughout
the Concordia University System have the opportunity to learn the value and methods of this model. We will be following up on opportunities at our Concordia Universities, and we hope that other voices in the LCMS join the effort to raise awareness
about the treasure that is classical Lutheran education.
Written by Art Pencek and Jo Anne Renfro (pictured above on the steps of the Teachers College at Concordia University Nebraska in Seward).
If you would like more information about classical Christian education visit our school
website at www.flcschool.org.
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