January 19, 2014 twins Tyler and Brady Wolf
were brought into God's kingdom when
they were Baptized at Our Savior Lutheran
Church (LCMS) in Nashville, TN by grandpa Rev.
Bruce Linderman. They are pictured with their
parents Patrick and Naomi Wolf and Grandma
and Grandpa Linderman. They are wearing Baptismal gowns over 70 years old worn by Lois Linderman's relatives down through the
years. Grandpa has had the privilege of Baptizing all 10 of his grandchildren! Thanks be to God for His precious gift of faith in Jesus Christ their
Savior.

High School Summer Servant Event
Are your youth looking for a way to serve this summer? Join us at Grace in Hamilton for an LCMS
Servant Event. Check out our information at
servantevents.lcms.org. It will take place July 27August 2, open to High School students and sponsors. Contact Amanda Adams for more info at
amanda.adams.dce@gmail.com or 406-363-1924.

vocatio is a fun
opportunity for high
school students
entering grades 9,
10, 11, and 12. This
six day camp on
Concordia Seminary’s
campus
encourages
you to explore
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God’s calling for your
life through studying
theology, learning from
Seminary professors,
and having fun with
other Christian high
school students.
For more information
and a registration brochure, contact the District Office office@mtdistlcms.org
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My Thoughts Are Above Your Thoughts
People of the United States, please don’t abandon
science for faith in an ancient book. With such language, “Bill Nye-the-Science-Guy” concluded his
recent debate with Ken Ham of “Answers in Genesis.” This debate was widely promoted to be an
academic disputation on the relative merits of creationism over-against evolutionary theory. While
these learned men covered a lot of ground, let me
focus on one tactic, a recurring theme for Mr. Nye,
that is often employed to take Christians out of the
conversation.
By complaining that Christians want the
United States to abandon science, Mr. Nye, and
countless others of his ilk, imply that we Christians
are irrational and reject all science. A fundamental
truth is lost in this assertion. The truth is that both
evolutionary theory and creationism are faith systems. That is to say, both are built on the foundation of unwavering confidence in one thing that can
supply all the answers.
Evolutionary scientists think that they
score points by painting Christians as head-in-thesand, jump-off-the-cliff, Bible-thumpers.
Their
closely held secret is that they also believe in something they cannot prove. Christians do not reject
science. We are willing to accept the majority of
the observations that science has made. Creationists and evolutionists use much of the same data,
they just interpret it differently, based on their
separate faiths.
Evolutionists believe in man. Christians
believe in God, as made manifest in Jesus. Evolutionists contend that man is the center of all, that
he is capable of understanding and judging everything. Christians confess that there are some things
that man cannot accomplish or comprehend and
thus, they see Jesus as the center of all. Neither of
these two theses can be proven. They are a matter
of faith.
But is it irrational for the Christian to
believe that there are some things that are above
him? Surely not, in fact, it is a common experience.
Every day I climb in a car, but I’m not sure how it
works.

Every day I turn on my computer and use the internet, but I am confident I will never comprehend the
codes. I use a microwave, a television and a cell
phone without the slightest intent of ever understanding their intricacies. It is not irrational to confess that there are some things I cannot understand,
let alone control. It is eminently rational to believe
there are some things that are above me.
If this is so in daily life, how much more
is it so in the grand scale of eternity? It is not irrational to believe that God put into order a universe
that looks so ordered. It is not irrational to believe
that God left a testimony of His creative acts in His
Word and that it happened just the way He said it
happened. If science be understood as a process of
observations coupled with rational explanations
then Christians should not be silenced. But if science be understood as observations coupled with
explanations that must uphold man as the arbiter
and judge of all truth then Christians must object.
Oddly enough, Christians do confess that
truth is located in a person, albeit an absolutely
unique one. The God who became a man claims to
be truth. “I am the way, the truth…” “Your Word is
truth.” (John 14:6, 17:17) If God is the embodiment of truth then we might, rationally, expect to
find some of His thoughts beyond our ability to
comprehend. So He says, “For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9)
Who can comprehend a God who loves
His creation so much that He dies for it? How can
we explain a God who desires everyone, even those
who violently rebel against Him, to be saved? What
does it mean that God both created and redeemed
the world through the power of His Word, which is
Jesus His Son? These are the mysteries of our faith.
They are higher than our thoughts. Thank God that
our mysteries fill us with meaning and life and love.
Rev. Terry Forke,
District President
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Around the District

Official Visit
St Peter, Whitefish
Ash Wednesday
Official Visit
Concordia, Forsyth/Trinity, Hysham
Regional Council of Presidents
Official Visit
Holy Cross, Eureka

Pastor Marcus Baikie has accepted the call to Our Savior in Cheyenne, WY.
First Lutheran, Missoula has issued
a call to Rev. John Gierke of Conway, AR.
Trinity, Billings, has begun the call
process for an Associate Pastor.

Official Visit
Our Savior, Stevensville
Office closed
Easter
Council of Presidents, St. Louis

Concordia, Williston is in the call
process for a Sole Pastor.

MT LWML Convention, Miles City
Board of Directors, Great Falls &
Planning Committee Meeting
Dual Circuit, Forsyth
Official Visit—Emmaus Lutheran
Mission, Livingston/Big Timber

First Lutheran, Helena, calling an
Associate Pastor from the seminary.
Church at Creston has requested a
vicar.

River of Life Lutheran Fellowship Joins the LCMS and Montana District
On February 23, 2014, River of Life Lutheran Fellowship was welcomed into the Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod and became the 68th congregation in the Montana District. Pastor Blake Marshall was installed and the Synod’s Constitution was formally signed during the service. “How
good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity.” (Psalm 133) The unity that God
gives was recognized in the service of receiving River of Life Lutheran Fellowship and Pastor
Blake Marshall into membership in the LCMS. Neither River of Life, nor the LCMS changed theological positions. Instead, we realized we were both walking in the same confession. With great
joy we add these brothers and sisters to the Montana District .
Below Pastor Blake Marshall is pictured with his
family, l to r: Courtney, Seth, Erika, Pastor, and
Brenda Marshall.

Pastors pictured front row, l to r : Herb Schiefelbein,
Arlo Pullmann, Blake Marshall, Ryan Wendt, Terry
Forke. Back row, l to r: Mark Grunst, Dan Rinderknecht,
Bob Lane, Ken Zoeller, David Preus.
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the imperishable building blocks of God’s economy.
The Gospel is our currency. It represents all our
needs, and all of God’s desires for us. It lasts longer
“Technology Stocks Lead Wall Street Highthan any national economy could. Here is something
th
er.” “Stocks Run Out of Steam.” “45 Record Close
upon which to build your life.
of 2013.” “Stocks Fall on Lack-Luster Sales.” The
You may have already guessed that the
preceding headlines from four consecutive days in the
intersection of the world’s economy and God’s econofall of 2013 demonstrate the volatility of the market.
my takes place in you, the Christian. That intersection
It’s a wild ride that can leave us, (even the unis characterized by the very important Greek word
invested), feeling whiplashed, and wondering. Some
mentioned earlier. “Oiknomos” in Greek, is most
economists tell us that the stock-market is driving the
often translated as “steward.” Briefly, a first-century
recovery from the 2008 recession. But few people
steward was a slave that managed his master’s econenjoy the roller coaster of emotions involved, beomy for him. The application of this word puts the
cause it seems that the driver’s seat is empty.
twenty-first century Christian in the highly responsiNevertheless, compared to other nations,
ble position of managing God’s economy in the face
the economy of the United States is famously stable.
of a competing and inherently erratic worldly econoDespite a speed bump now and then, we do have a
my.
history of growth. However, when we scratch the
So, how do we manage God’s economy?
surface we find at least two disregarded realities that
Some say that we are stewards of “Time, Talents, and
do not bode well for the long term outlook. The first
Treasure.” This is a dangerous mixture of the two
reality is that our economy is actually built on emoeconomies. The notion that the currency of God’s
tions. Most of our consumption is driven by desires
economy is the perishable things of this world is diffiand informed by emotions. We could get by on far
cult to support with the Scripture. The word steward
less. Our emotions drive us to want more and more.
is not used in this connection. No, the foundation of
Much is written about “consumer confidence.” When
God’s economy, the precious gift He has given to His
consumers are not confident financially they tend to
people to manage and invest, is the Gospel of Jesus.
curb their desires and the economy slows. Since
You are stewards of the Gospel. When Jesus returns
emotions are famously unstable, the economy is
He will not ask to see your stock portfolio. He is intersecretly so.
ested in how His people have invested the Gospel.
The second reality is that the economy is
Stewards are careful managers, wary of
built with perishable goods. The paper currency that
being enticed into the pitfalls of the other economy.
we use to trade doesn’t last. Even the gold behind
However, since stewards know that Jesus has already
the paper is insufficient. All the gold in Fort Knox
made the investment of His life, death, resurrection
represents only a small percentage of the dollars in
and promised return for the sake of their salvation,
circulation. We have built our economic house in the
they are able to live in the grand and joyous confiair. The recent popularity of “Bitcoin” demonstrates
dence that God is at work in their stewardship. That is
our willingness to traffic in the unfounded. Built on
to say, God uses His people, in the vocations He has
emotions, and with perishable goods, this economy is
given, to invest the Gospel in the lives of believers
not a stable foundation upon which to build a life.
and unbelievers alike, so that faith can be initiated
Perhaps this is why “finances” consistently show up as
and nurtured. Day by day, where you work and play
a major stressor in the lives of Americans.
God is using the life you live and the words you speak
Oddly enough, we get our English word
to proclaim the Gospel; to invite your friends, neigh“economy” from a very important word in the Greek
bors, co-workers, and family into the stable economy
New Testament. God has created another economy
where Christ is Savior.
for His people to live in. It is built upon the Word of
You will never read the headline: “Gospel
God that remains forever. The Good News of Jesus
of Jesus Runs Out of Steam on Lack-Luster Sales.”
does not change as our emotional stability waxes and
Instead, as stewards of the Gospel, you can be confiwanes. We know that God has loved this unstable
dent that God’s economy never experiences recesworld so much that He sent His Son to redeem it.
sion. When God uses you to invest His Word in the
Similarly, it is possible to say that God’s
lives of its hearers, the Good News of Jesus will do its
economy is not built with perishable things such as
work.
gold or silver, but with the holy precious blood of
Jesus. The love of God, the blood of Jesus, the Good
Written by Pastor Terry Forke for the
News of sins forgiven through faith in Jesus; these are
February, 2014 Lutheran Witness.

Stewards of the Gospel
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Montana Petal Pushers
Submitted by Kathy Scott, Mt Calvary, Polson

Early on Sunday, December 29, 2013, our group entered
the Rose Palace in Pasadena to begin our first full day as
Petal Pushers (petalpushers.org). We were joined with
others as President Harrison led us in worship next to the
Lutheran Hour Ministries float that beautifully proclaimed,
JESUS WELCOMES ALL!
Three of us from Montana joined a group of 29 from Iowa. Freda Howard of Libby has a sister that organizes
groups each year for this servant event.
Kathy Scott and
Jane
Patterson,
members of Mt.
Calvary in Polson, also benefitted from the
leadership of Ellie Menz who has done this
the past 12 years!

Jane, Kathy and Freda are pictured below.

Petal Pushers is comprised of over 4,000
volunteers that come from all over the
country to work on floats. They will work
wherever needed; with their volunteer
hours helping pay for the Lutheran
float. Ellie's groups have a reputation for willing workers as demonstrated in an
urgent call for help that resulted in ten of us going back on Monday night and
working until 2:30 a.m.! Curbside seats were saved for us as we watched the
parade. We were thrilled that many floats we touched won prizes including 'ours'
with the Princess Award!
A day of sightseeing and recuperation before the second servant event took us
to downtown Los Angeles to the Urban Street Ministries, a 5 story homeless program. We prepared over 400 hygiene kits as well as huge Iowa donations of
Bibles and clothing for distribution. Four groups varying from rehab residents
and families to off-the-street men and women came in for lunch service. We visited and encouraged. Each of us left humbled and grateful for this experience.

Update from Ethiopia
We made it! Luggage, books, everything! All Is well.
The Internet is intermittent. We will write as often as we can. Now I know
why the lack of communication. They primarily use phones!
Ethiopia is a wonderful place, and the people are fantastic - warm and friendly. The books were received with great joy and enthusiasm. They have so
few. They want and need more of the same. I hope to arrange more BOC and
Church and Ministry with LHF before we go.
Classes are great. I was asked to teach a second one on creation and redemption. It has been a great blessing. They understand us, language wise, more
than we them, but it is coming along. The people here are familiar with the
BOC, and, I found out today, they teach it to their congregations! This is
good.
We met with the governing board today, and they conveyed their greeting
and welcome and desire for this arrangement to continue with the LCMS.
In speaking with my students, they have an earnest desire for God's Word
and it's truth and purity. The need for teaching such as this is truly necessary.
They are sponges. I will continue meeting with Rev. Benti, the directed of this
seminary, about this and other needs. They are plentiful, but they desire
teaching and teaching materials more then anything. These are faithful people of God!
We already have many pictures and stories - some quite hilarious. We are
well cared for, and healthy. God's Word is being taught. The Lord is truly
good. He blesses and gives all things! Thanks be to God.
Blessings in Christ!
Pastor Doug Thompson

President Matthew and Kathy Harrison ride
on the LCMS float in the Rose parade.

Jane working on a giraffe’s mane on scaffolding 15 feet high.
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Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all who are destitute.
9
Speak up and judge fairly;
defend the rights of the poor and needy.
Proverbs 31: 8-9, NIV

To celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week, Mount Olive Lutheran School - A
Classical Academy and Trinity Lutheran School in Billings participated in
a "Speak Up" Tournament held January 29, 2014. With Proverbs 31:8-9 as
their encouragement to speak, 30 students from grades 3-7 gave memorized
recitations from poetry, scripture and public address. Teachers Ted Loomans
and Karla Berst organized the event. The students were coached by Katie
Berst. The students were judged by President Terry Forke, Dr. Vickie Christie
and Amanda O'Shea-Tiernan. The students had a great time and are looking
forward to another tournament. We hope other Lutheran schools will be able
to join us next January 2015.

Mr. Loomans and
Dwight Hein.

Mr. Loomans adjusts
the mic for Lucy Holberg

Total Number of Schools by District
Atlantic 54

New Jersey 28

California/Hawaii/Nevada 67

North Dakota 5

Central Illinois 54

North Wisconsin 63

Eastern 57

Northern Illinois 131

English 47

Northwest 130

Florida/Georgia 77

Ohio 64

Indiana 102

Oklahoma 27

Iowa East 37

Pacific Southwest 141

Iowa West 49

Rocky Mountain 68

Kansas 48

SELC 21

Michigan 164

South Dakota 22

Mid-South 29

South Wisconsin 102

Minnesota North 28

Southeastern 83

Minnesota South 97

Southern 29

Missouri 118

Southern Illinois 40

Montana 18

Texas 132

Nebraska 81

Wyoming 14

New England 28

Total number of schools — 2,255

Total number of teachers — 21,256

Early Childhood Centers — 1,285
Elementary Schools — 880
High Schools — 90

Rostered teachers — 10,658
Active — 6,494
Candidate — 489
Non-candidate — 1,165
Emeritus — 2,510
Non-rostered teachers — 10,598

Total number of students — 221,302
JohnMark Brown recites "Godfrey Gordon Gustavus Gore".
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Early Childhood — 87,728
Grades K-8 — 113,919
Grades 9-12 — 19,655
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