More Christmas Memories
At Trinity Lutheran Classical School, Miles
City’s 3 day Preschool classes performed
“The Gift of Jesus,”(See pictures). 2 Corinthians 9:15 reminds us to, “Give thanks to
God for His indescribable gift!” That gift is
Jesus, wrapped up in Salvation, Forgiveness,
Love, Faith, Hope, Joy, Grace, Mercy, Peace,
Truth and so much more! Besides this program, the 2 day preschool students performed, “Jesus, Born for Us!,” “For to us a
Child is born, to us a Son is given.” Isaiah 9:6;
the Sunday School students performed,
“God’s Christmas Promise,” “For unto us is
born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.” Luke2:11 and the
TLCS K-6th students performed, “The Gift of
Love” “For God so loved the world that He
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.” John 3:16.

Grades K-7 of Mount Olive Lutheran
School sang at Highgate Assisted Living on
Friday, December 20. The students sang
to residents in both units.
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“Where Christ Has Not Been Named”
“Look, we have told you this before, ‘Do not speak If we focus the microscope even more finely, you
or teach at all in the name of Jesus.’” So the rulers
of Israel said to Peter and John after they had
healed a lame man in the temple. They were
trying to carve out a “Jesus-free-zone” where
Christ would not be named. Such a project sounds
impossible, even ridiculous to our ears. We have
been trained to sniff out any limitations to our
freedom of speech. But, the truth is, there are
more places where Christ has not been named
than we might imagine.
How ironic, that Paul says it is precisely those
kinds of places he is searching for. “Thus I am
making it a goal to proclaim the Gospel where
Christ has not been named.” Romans 15:20 Paul
notes that God has called him as an apostle to the
Gentiles. The letter to the Romans puts a premium on proclaiming the Gospel to those who have
not heard it. As he winds down this letter, making
plans to move on to Spain after having visited
Rome, he recounts all that Christ has accomplished through him to bring the Gentiles to the
obedience of faith. In fact, according to verse 23,
Paul feels that he has covered Asia Minor so well
there is no room for him to work there anymore,
and he is ready to move on to Spain.
We may have a similar assessment of our world.
Where, in the twenty-first century, has the Gospel
not been proclaimed? Where has Christ not been
named? Hasn’t the message of Christianity
reached every nation? Paul was obviously a big
picture guy. He initiated the proclamation and
was ready to leave the details of the finer work to
others. Our world is no different. There are places where the Gospel has touched only in a broad
way. There are places, as it was for Peter and
John, where it is dangerous to speak the name of
Christ. And there are certainly individuals who
have yet to hear of that glorious name.

and I become the target of Gospel proclamation. I
must confess that there are dark recesses of my
heart where I limit Jesus speech, territories I have
refused to cede to His rule, areas where I don’t
want Him to be named because I would have to
make major changes. That is what sinful hearts
are always saying, “We have told you this before,
do not teach or speak at all in the name of Jesus.”
Thank God that Jesus doesn’t listen to that prohibition. He comes into this world anyway. He
takes the sin of sinful hearts into His own until it
kills Him, then rises in a victory that frees sinful
hearts, your heart, through forgiveness. Yes, you
are forgiven, through faith in Jesus, for the Jesusfree-zones you have created, and for your reluctance to proclaim the name of Jesus to others.
His miracles continue. Once He has brought you
to faith in Jesus He begins to use you in the very
proclamation that you heard. That work of God is
also fine-tuned. Not all are called to travel the
world like Paul. Paul desired to proclaim where
Jesus had not been named. Others followed to
further the work. Paul to the Gentiles, John to the
Jews, I as a Pastor and you in the station in life
where God has placed you; each being used by
God to proclaim the Gospel; each proclaiming the
Gospel somehow, big picture or little picture,
where Jesus has not been named.
Did you notice in verse 15 how Paul says it is by
the grace of God that he is an apostle to the Gentiles? So too, you can rest assured that God’s
grace is using you, your words and actions to proclaim the Good News of Jesus, so that those who
have not been told will see, and those who have
not heard will understand.
Rev. Terry Forke, District President
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CONGRATULATIONS!

CALENDAR
Lutheran Schools Week
Official Visit
Church at Creston, Lutheran
Official Visit
River of Life, Laurel
Council of Presidents
Rev. Blake Marshall Installation
River of Life, Laurel
Official Visit
St Peter, Whitefish
Ash Wednesday
Official Visit
Concordia, Forsyth/Trinity, Hysham
Regional Council of Presidents
Official Visit
Holy Cross, Eureka
Official Visit
Our Savior, Stevensville
Easter
Council of Presidents, St. Louis
MT LWML Convention, Miles City
Board of Directors, Great Falls &
Planning Meeting

Lynne Erger, 1st
grade teacher at
Trinity, Billings, won
2nd place in the
Thanks
Montana
Teachers
Campaign.
With her
$2500.00 prize she
will be purchasing iPads for her
first grade classroom.

Pastoral Call Updates
First Lutheran, Missoula—Rev.
Vollrath of Eyota, MN, declined the
call. Call process continues.
Concordia, Williston—In the call process for a sole pastor.
Trinity, Billings—In the call process for
an associate pastor.
Rev. Marcus Baikie, Concordia/Trinity
in Forsyth/Hysham has received a call
to Our Savior in Cheyenne, WY.
First Lutheran, Helena—calling an
associate pastor from the Seminary.
Church at Creston—requested a vicar.

A New Congregation
On February 23, 2014 the newest Montana District congregation and Pastor will be
received into membership. River of Life Fellowship Lutheran Church, formerly of another Lutheran confession, has voted to become a member congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Its Pastor, Pastor Blake Marshall has colloquized,
(that means his confession of faith has been accepted as congruent with that of the
LCMS by the leaders of the LCMS), and so is a Pastor of the LCMS. On February 23 we
will rejoice together in a 4 pm service to receive our brothers and sisters in the faith.
Please keep them in your prayers. River of Life will be the 68 th LCMS congregation in
the Montana District.

Greetings in Christ!
I want to thank you for your prayers and support for our military and their families.
There are a lot of challenges facing our Soldiers today and many of them are ill prepared
to face these challenges. They have been brought up in broken homes and have often
suffered greatly before they ever came in the military.
Some of our Soldiers have been on five or six combat tours without enough time to recover between deployments. They continue to serve, even though the cost for many of
them is very great. On the other hand, some of our Soldiers have been in the Army for
five or six months and they struggle to adapt to military life. Imagine a world where battle-hardened veterans with literally years of combat experience attempt to lead complaining Soldiers with less than six months of total service! The mix is often quite hostile.
As my son Caleb enlisted this past year, I started to think a lot about what it takes to be a
successful Soldier in our military today. As I see Soldier after Soldier being discharged
for a variety of mental health and personal issues, one theme comes up over and over
again – a dysfunctional family of origin. What makes a successful Soldier? Many times
the answer comes down to whether or not he grew up in a somewhat functional home.
The Army provides class after class, briefing after briefing, and training event after training event in an attempt to “fix” our broken Soldiers, but statistics show that we are not
winning this war. Soldiers are killing themselves, beating their spouses, and abusing
their children at alarming rates. They are defenders of the Constitution and protectors of
our freedoms, but in their own homes and with their own lives, they are often the worst
enemy.
Whatever you do, do not believe the culture of our day that is downplaying the role of the
traditional family in the success of our military and our nation. Husbands and wives raising children together make a huge difference. If you add into the formula faith in the
Triune God, you have a solid building block that cannot be destroyed.
Please continue to pray for our military and their families, but all the more pray for men
and women of faith to marry (for a lifetime) and to raise children who will succeed. The
battle to “fix” our broken Soldiers is best won, one family at a time. May the Holy Spirit
bless us as we live out our faith by teaching the next generation the value of functional
families – according to God’s original design!
In His Service,

Baptized at Zion in Chinook on Dec. 22, 2013, was
Quirt Evan Klingaman. Pictured are Pastor Mark
Schultz holding Quirt, parents Larry & Bobbie, siblings
Emma and Ethan, and sponsor Robert Klingaman.
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Chaplain Matt Christensen
3-21 IN Battalion Chaplain – “Gimlets!”
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From Montana to Ethiopia

Thank You!

Have you ever tried to draw with your crayon between your toes? My preschoolers found that
God created our hands and feet for specific purposes and drawing with your toes was maybe
not one of the purposes God had in mind for them. We are indeed wonderfully and fearfully
made!
That is one of the many wonderful new craft ideas we discovered in the One In Christ Curriculum we at Mt Calvary Lutheran Preschool in Polson were able to purchase with our grant money from the Mt District this year.
Another great idea was using dots to create beautiful fall trees. I’m still cleaning dots up off the
floor, but that just means it was an awesome project. Our motto is anything that creates a
mess must be fun!
We are a small preschool and the funds made available to us through this grant money to purchase this new curriculum are such a blessing. We thank you from the bottom of our toes!

A wonderful and exciting adventure has come to Pastor Doug Thompson of St. Paul’s
congregation, Park City. He has been asked to teach, (short-term), in Nekemte, Ethiopia at Nekemte Christian Education College (NCEC). This college functions as a seminary. Pastor Thompson will be teaching on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit and the
Church. Angela, his wife, will be teaching English, composition and assisting in their
library.
This is an amazing opportunity for our Synod on many levels. The seminary where Pastor and Angie will be teaching is one of six seminaries of the Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus (EEYMC), a 6+ million member church body. In February of 2013
the EEYMC broke fellowship with the Swedish Lutheran Church and the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) over the acceptance in those church bodies of homosexual clergy. The desire of the EEYMC is to be faithful to Scripture. They want to be
Lutheran, and they want to seek faithful training for their pastors. Thanks be to God
they were led to the LC-MS as the source for that training. To be “in” on the beginnings
of faithful teaching with another church body, and the potential for future fellowship
relations, is truly exciting.
Pastor and Angela will be leaving January 25th and returning February 22nd, 2014. The
project is being sponsored by the Global Seminary Initiative (GSI) through the LC-MS
President’s Office. The GSI is an effort of the President of our Synod to improve theological education around the world by sending guest lecturers for short term teaching
at seminaries for the training of pastors. Please keep Pastor and Angela in your prayers.

Joyce Shima, Teacher
MT Calvary Lutheran Church & Preschool
Polson
On February 22nd, 2014 from 9 AM to 3 PM a workshop will be held at Peace Lutheran
Church in Great Falls, MT. The workshop will be given by Pastor Steven Schlund and
possibly other area pastors and its basis will be the book written by Pastor John Sias of
Colstrip, Montana and is titled "5 Things You Can Do To Witness Christ". Five short,
concise chapters titled: "Witness Christ Where He Speaks and Works"; "Witness Christ
as an Expert Witness:Law and Gospel, Justification by Faith & the Sacraments; "Witness
Christ in Life as Well as Words" and finally "Witness Christ on the Front Lines" will be the
topics studied and discussed.
To register or for more information contact Peace Lutheran Church (M-F 9 AM-1 PM) at
406-761-7343 or Arnie Gidlow at mobows@mcn.net. The cost is $5 per person and will
include all materials including a copy of the book and lunch. Discover and develop the
confidence of being a witness to the atonement paid by Christ in his death and resurrection for the forgiveness of our sins.
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A CELEBRATION OF LIFE
written by Kristi Hofferber

But who are you, O Man, to talk back to God? Shall what is
formed say to him who formed it “Why did you make me like
this?” Romans 9:20
In July of 2008, I asked my adoptive parents for the information about
my adoption that I had been denied several times in the past. I finally
gained the courage that I needed to ask the difficult questions I had been
avoiding. My hope was that the answers would help me search for my
biological mother. However, I never expected to hear what I did. After
knowing only that my biological mother was 16 when she gave birth to
me, I would find out that she was also a victim of an incestuous relationship and rape by her father, and I was likely the result of these actions. I
was honestly speechless!
After about a week of thinking and prayer, I felt God was leading me to
do what I had originally set out to do—search for my biological mother.
In a matter of 2 days, I found her via the internet. Three days after that,
I went on a 5 hour road trip to meet her. We were both happy to be
united after 30 years.
It was also this same weekend that she would explain to me just what
my adoptive parents had read; that I was, in fact, also her father’s child.
She explained that beginning at the age of 4, she was sexually abused by
her father. In her early teens, she became pregnant by him. He was
afraid this would cause his actions to be revealed, and forced her to miscarry through physical abuse. Over the next several years, there would
be five additional pregnancies between my biological mother and her
father, including me. Of the six children, I was the only survivor. The
four others were aborted. (Continued on next page)

Kristi again participated in the March for
Life which was held January 22, 2014, in
Washington D.C., marking the 41st anniversary of the 1973 Roe v Wade decision
legalizing abortion.
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In the early 90’s, my biological mother prosecuted her father for this
abuse, which is also how my adoptive parents found out about it. He
served a sentence of only months due to lack of evidence. He was able to
escape the punishment he deserves, largely due to the legalization of
abortion. The option of abortion allowed him to punish innocent children by way of death, due to his ill actions. This is wrong in so many
ways. God has a plan for each and every child, including those of us
conceived in incest or rape. To have abortion as a legal choice hurts everyone involved, and allows criminals to get away with murder!
As a teenager, I went through a struggle within my mind about being
adopted. I wondered if my birthmother had thought about aborting
me. I did not imagine that my very existence would be so controversial.
I also questioned why I was the only one spared, but deep down, I knew
the answer. My faith tells me that I was created intentionally by God for
His purpose. He chose me! I am here by no accident.
Through the pain, I have found many blessings, and have found a
purpose in life to reach out to others. My husband is also adopted
and together we adopted our son. We were brought together by
God’s grace to be a family. I am pro-life in any circumstance, and I
firmly believe that every child should be given the opportunity for
life.

Kristi Hofferber is currently studying to earn a degree in Social Work from Southern Illionois University and then plans to go to graduate school to become a Christian counselor and advocate. She has spoken at banquets, college campuses,
church groups and participated in the film “Except in Cases of Rape? 12 Stories of
Survival”.
Kristi is married to the Rev. Mark Hofferber, former pastor of St. Paul, Bridger and
St. John, Belfry, Montana and a son of the First Lutheran, Missoula, congregation.
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