Church Law & Tax Report
Your Charitable Contributions
The following questions were answered in Church Law & Tax Report—7 Things Every
Church Member Needs to Know, by Richard Hammar, J.D., LL.M., CPA.
1.

If I make a contribution in early January 2104, can I claim it on my 2013 taxes?
No, charitable contributions must be claimed in the year in which they are deliv
ered.

Example: Mary writes a check to her church on December 31, 2013, and deposits it in
the church offering on Sunday, January 5, 2014. Her check is not deductible on her
2013 taxes. She can claim it on her 2014 tax return.
2.

If I mail my contribution in December 2013, but it doesn’t reach my church until
January 2014, for which year should I claim it? On your 2013 tax return. A
check that is mailed to a charity is deductible in the year the check is mailed
(and postmarked), even if it is received the next year.

3.

Can I deduct the value of volunteer work that I did for the church? No, the value
of personal services is never deductible as a charitable contribution. However,
unreimbursed expenses you incur on behalf of a church or other charity may
be.

Example: John is an electrician and donates 10 hours of time to his church’s construction project. He cannot deduct the value of his labor, but he can deduct the value of
materials he purchased in performing the donated labor.
4.

I gave $135.00 to my church when I registered for a spring retreat. Can I de
duct that? No, assuming you received benefits (e.g., lodging, instruction, materials) worth $135 or more. Charitable contributions are generally only deductible to the extent that they exceed the value of any premium or benefit received
by the donor in return for the contribution.

I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States,
and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign
lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a
day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in
the Heavens.
Excerpt from the Oct. 3, 1863, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Proclamation of Thanksgiving
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“You Will Be With Me”
“You can’t take it with you.” At least that’s what they say. Although, plenty of us
have tried. From the ancient pharaohs, buried with money, possessions, family and livestock,
for use on the other side, to the 21st century working-class fellow buried in his classic shiny,
red, Ford Mustang, most of us are taken in by the dream that the end is not really the end.
Perhaps we can take it, at least some of it, with us.
Thoughts about endings are to be expected at this time of the year. The end is near!
November 24 is the Last Sunday of the Church Year. Unfortunately, I am convinced that most
of the time when the preacher preaches about the end times most of us start to think about a
time far off in the future, when we are long gone, and Jesus finally decides to return. That
kind of an end, far off in the future, not really affecting me, is not much of an end. To help put
a little skin in the game, the readings for the Last Sunday, (Series B) include the story of the
thief on the cross.
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And
we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.” And
he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:40-43)
This really is the end for this fellow. He is certainly dying. It is clear that he is dying
to everything in this world. He rejects his criminal compatriot. He confesses his life has been
evil and that he deserves the punishment being meted out. There is nothing left for him to
take with him, and he knows it. Although this dialogue reads like a coffee-house confrontation, remember, these men were all being suffocated to death. This truly is a gruesome end,
or is it?
While he is dying to this world, this criminal is coming alive to Jesus. He turns and
says, “Remember me…Your kingdom.” This simple, and exceedingly short confession, represents saving faith. And Jesus answers, “You will be with me.” Wait a minute! “You will be
with me?” Apparently there is someone who can take it with Him. Jesus does take His prized
possessions, His people, with Him to paradise.
The end is not far away. It is as close as our deaths. We will all die to the things of
this world, sooner than “far off in the future.” At that time the work of Jesus to prepare us for
the end-times will come to fruition. He will put away from us the ties that we have to the
things of this world, our obsession with possession, for which He has long called us to repentance. We will see, like the thief on the cross, that there is nothing left to take with us. In fact,
we will not want to take anything with us.
Our entire focus will be on being taken with Him. This Savior, who possessed all the
glory of the universe, and gave it all up to live in this sinful world, also gave up even that life,
so that life could be available to all. This Savior is your Savior. Which means, that the endtimes can be summed up with one glorious promise; “You will be with me.”
Rev. Terry Forke, District President

CALENDAR
November

December

28

Thanksgiving—office closed

29

Office closed

1

Official Visit—Our Savior, Billings

Ambassadors
of
Reconciliation
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

15

January

Official Visit—Hope/Our Redeemer, On Sunday, December 1 at 2:00 pm,
a benefit concert for Ambassadors of
Worden/Billings
Reconciliation will be held at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 537 Grand Avenue,
24 Christmas Eve—office closed
Billings. Organist Ted Kober will per25 Christmas — office closed
form Christmas music on pipe organ
accompanied by keyboard orchestra31
Office closed
tion. The Trinity Lutheran Quarter
Notes will also sing a few pieces.
1
New Years Day—office closed
Area choir members are invited to
5
Official Visit-Circle of Life,
join the choir for singing Handel's
Lame Deer
"Hallelujah Chorus." (Choir members
come at 1:10 before concert for short
14-16 Quad Circuit, Trinity, Kalispell
rehearsal. Call 698-6107 if you need
19 Official Visit—Peace, Great Falls
music). No admission charge. Taxdeductible donations will be received
20 Board of Directors, Billings
for supporting the ministry. Donations will be matched 50 cents on the
dollar by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation up to $40,000.

Western Circuit Reformation Service
In attendance at the Western Circuit Reformation Service held October 27 (below l-r)
were Rev. Vern Sandersfeld, Rev. Ray Larson, Rev. Tim Gordish, Rev. Kevin Peterson
and Rev. Andrew Eckert. Pastor Gordish was the guest preacher. The service was followed by a fun and festive Oktoberfest celebration featuring an Oompah
band, homemade brats, sauerkraut, German potato salad and pie. To God be all the
Glory!

Did You Know….
...that the Montana District awarded
$33,018.46 in student loan repayments
for called church workers in 2013? The
monies came from LCEF operating profits
which are generated by Montana LCMS
members’ investments in LCEF products.

Zion in Chinook welcomed the Braatz
family during our October 20th worship
service. Pictured at left with Pastor
Schultz are Brian and Angela with their
children Calvin, Caroline and Zoe.

Bundle of Joy
DCE Amanda Adams of Grace, Hamilton and
her husband DCE Jason Adams welcomed
Benjamin Elijah. Benjamin was born
11/15/13 and weighed 6 lbs, 9 oz.
Every perfect gift is from above .
James 1:17
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Synod Disaster Relief Updates

A New Model for Deaf Ministry
Bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to deaf people in America is a challenge. There are the
problems of communication and distance. Deaf
people can’t hear English and many hearing
people do not know American Sign Language,
the primary language for deaf people in America. Deaf people are scattered across the state
and nation and with many not having access to
a church that speaks their language. As a result, it is claimed that over 90% of all deaf people do not attend church.

A team from The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) departed for the Philippines Friday, Nov. 15, 2013, to provide immediate relief
and begin planning for the long-term recovery
in the wake of Typhoon Haiyan.
The objectives of the trip are to begin working
in collaboration with members of the Lutheran
Church in the Philippines (LCP), an LCMS partner church, and LCMS staff located in the region, as well as to get a firsthand accounting
from the field of the needs.

Rev. Ross Johnson, Director of LCMS Disaster response.

During a Nov. 13 sending service at the LCMS International Center in St. Louis, Mo., LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison led a prayer for safe travels for the team.
“Through [the team] may the suffering ones experience Your tender love and see not only hope
for this present crisis but the joy of Your forgiveness in Christ Jesus,” Harrison said.
The team will operate out of the LCMS field office in Manila and make trips into the affected areas from there. Team members will take only basic essentials in their carry-on backpacks, including
anti-malarial medicines, mosquito nets, boots, durable clothing and some food.
To make a gift in support of LCMS Disaster Response, visit http://www.lcms.org/disaster.

Midwest Tornadoes
Savage tornadoes tore through the Midwest Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013, taking at
least five lives and demolishing hundreds
of homes, churches and businesses in
Peoria, Ill., and other cities in several Midwestern states. LCMS Disaster Response
is preparing to assist those affected by
the tornadoes. Visit http://
www.lcms.org/disaster to learn how you
can help.
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Shelly Goldammer smiles as Trudy Heren
hugs her while they stand on what remains of Goldammer’s house Nov. 18 in
Washington, Ill. Goldammer and her family
are members of Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Washington. (LCMS Communications/Dan Gill)

A new model of ministry employed by a few
other LCMS deaf congregations throughout the
country was live streaming worship services
and Bible Studies over the internet so that any
deaf person with a computer and an internet
connection could worship or study God’s Word
in his native language.
A grant from the Montana District Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League enabled Christ
Lutheran Church for the Deaf to purchase the
equipment to do this. Beginning on December
1st, the 8:30 AM worship service for Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf (meeting at Peace
Lutheran Church) will be broadcast every Sunday
over
the
internet
at
http://
deaf.peacelutherangreatfalls.org. At a future
date, the 11:00 AM Tuesday Bible Study for
Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf will also be
broadcast over the internet. The first topic will
be Luther’s Small Catechism. Both the worship
service and the Bible Class will be done completely in American Sign Language by Pastor
Schlund.

The deaf ministry began in 1894, when a layman by the name of Edward Pahl begged the
officials at the Lutheran School for the Deaf in
Detroit, MI for a Lutheran preacher who knew
sign language. The LCMS established deaf congregations (as opposed to incorporating deaf
people within hearing congregations) composed of deaf people ministered to by a pastor
who was proficient in sign language. The
churches were often located near state residential schools for the deaf where children were
taught about Jesus. The pastor would serve the
local deaf congregation, teach the children at
Lutheran deaf members from across Montana
the deaf school, and establish and serve
thank the women of the LWM for the grant.
preaching stations for the deaf people scattered
We pray that this new model for ministry will
throughout his area of responsibility.
not only serve our members with the Word of
Times have changed. Although this model for God, but will also reach out to the many deaf
deaf ministry was very effective, it was also people who do not know the Gospel. We also
quite expensive since deaf congregations were ask the members of the Montana District to
rarely self-supporting. As a result, deaf congre- pray for these two worthy goals.
gations closed, preaching stations dried up, and
there were fewer pastors who knew sign language. A new model to share the Gospel with
deaf people had to be developed.
Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf in Great
Falls is one of the few LCMS deaf congregations
left in the northwestern part of the United
States. The congregation has been served by
Pastor Steven Schlund since 2006. He previously served at Holy Cross Lutheran Church of the Pictured above is Pastor Schlund and his son,
Deaf in Delavan, Wisconsin for 14 years.
Matthew, who will serve as the cameraman on
this project.

Pastor Schlund has been searching for ways to
bring the Gospel to deaf people in Montana
who lived outside of the Great Falls area.
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For more information regarding
the
LCMS deaf ministry go to
www.deafjesus.org. Thanks to
Pastor Schlund for submitting
this article.

INDIAN MINISTRY
Indian Ministry has been active on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation and the Crow Reservation
for many years. Please remember Rev. Dennis Bauer and Rev. Dan Jacobs and their families in
your prayers and financial giving. This month we feature a historical timeline of Crow Lutheran
Ministry and a biography of Pastor Jacobs. Next month we will feature a timeline of the Northern Cheyenne and a biography of Pastor Bauer.

2006

A discipleship school for adults was started by the Four Square Church in Crow Agency. They asked Rev. Jacobs to teach Justification, Law and Gospel and some books of
the Bible.

2008

The Crow nursing home asked Rev. Jacobs to teach a Bible study on Monday evening.

2013

Programs with children and youth in Crow Agency and Lodge Grass continue. Ser
vices and Bible study continue at the nursing homes in Hardin and in Crow. Sunday
morning service continues in Crow. CD recordings of the services go to 18 homes.
About 85 homes receive devotion books throughout the year. Home visits continue
in Hardin, Crow, Benteen, Lodge Grass, Wyola and Pryor. Some relationship building
and outreach has begun in Ashland/St.Labre. Powwow ministry continues.

Crow Lutheran Ministry Timeline
By 1600s

The Crow people had moved into the Great Plains after a generation long migration
from “The Forest”.

1825

The Crows signed a friendship treaty with the United States of America.

1858

Some Lutherans from Iowa lived with the Crows that summer. When they prepared to
return to Iowa for winter, the Crows invited them to return the next summer. When
these men came back, they did not find the Crows, but did meet with some of the
Northern Cheyenne.

1860s-70s

The Crows remained at peace with the United States, and even served as scouts for the
U.S. Military.

1979

Some Crows who were friends of LCMS pastors in Billings and Laurel asked if the
Church could send someone to live among them so the two parties could get
to know each other better. Some of those Crows had been involved with the
Center for Indian Ministries and Studies at Concordia, Seward.

1984

In response to the Crow invitation, Vicar Daniel Jacobs was assigned to the Crow Indian
Reservation to see what ministry needs and openings there were.

1986

Daniel Jacobs was called, ordained and installed as Missionary-at-Large to the Crow
Indian Reservation.

1988

An outreach and VBS booth was set up at Crow Fair. This has continued every year
since.

1990

A trailer was moved into Crow Agency where worship services began to be held. The
first service was on Christmas Eve by lantern light because no utilities were hooked up
yet.

1991

An after-school Bible class was started for children in Crow Agency.

1995

An evening Bible class was started for children in Lodge Grass. This was held in a host
family’s home.

1995

A youth program was begun in Crow Agency.

1996

Crow Lutheran Ministry became an incorporated congregation of the LCMS.

1997

A church building was dedicated in Lodge Grass. A youth program was begun in Lodge
Grass.

1998

Monthly visitation in Pryor began. Friday morning service began at the nursing home
that opened in Crow Agency that year.

Biography on Reverend Daniel Jacobs
Daniel Jacobs was born May 5, 1956, in Barberton, Ohio, to Ray and Dorothy Jacobs, the third
of three sons. He graduated from Barberton High School in 1974. He then studied wildlife science at Kent State University in Ohio and Utah State University in Utah. He graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in science in 1977. He served 1.5 years with VISTA in West Las Vegas, NV,
and then on the Papago (Tohanno Oodtham) Indian Reservation, AZ. He studied Greek at Concordia Theological Seminary, IN, the summer of 1982. That August he and Lonnie Haywood got
married. The summer of 1983, Daniel did a summer vicarage at La Push and Neah Bay, WA.
Regular vicarage was on the Crow Indian Reservation, MT. Their son Lucas was born in 1985
during vicarage.
Daniel graduated in 1986 and was called as Missionary-at-Large to the Crow Indian Reservation.
In 1991, Bobbi Schenderline became part of the family when Lucas took her as his sister. Crow
Lutheran Ministry became a congregation of the LCMS in 1996. In addition to working across
the Crow Reservation, Daniel also does some work on the Ft. Peck Reservation and the Flathead
Reservation. He also has some ministry contacts in Ashland, MT. He continues to labor day by
day in the grace and might of the Lord. There are gains and loses. Overall, this ministry is a war
of attrition: It requires as much patience as God and more patience than satan. It truly is a
situation of the last one standing wins. “Put on the heavy armor of God so that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the slanderer, for we wrestle, not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places. Therefore take unto you the heavy armor of God so that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore.” (Ephesians 6:11-14a)
Thanks to Irene Nelson for providing this information.
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