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Have you read the December Lutheran Witness articles on the O Antiphons? 
Pastor Forke has written a piece for the series which explores the short prayers that 
are traditionally sung during the seven days preceding Christmas Eve.  They are the 
basis for the well-known Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”. 

65 women from Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church attended the tea and heard a presenta-
tion by Pastor Nelson on the Season of Advent.  
Above, the hostesses of the tea are l-r Diane 
Nelson; Joyce Baumgartner; Deb Sorenson; Peg 
Hoppe; Louise Delventhal; Lavern Kemp; Ginnie 
Bergeson; Barb Anderson, and Robin Erickson. 

2013 Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (Columbia Falls) Ladies’ Advent Tea 

Beginning 1/1/2014, Con-

cordia Health Plan (CHP) 
members and their spouses 
who retire prior to the Medi-
care-eligible age of 65 will 
be able to obtain health 
care coverage through a 
health insurance market-

place under the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) and have 
the option of reenrolling in 
the CHP once they reach 

age 65.  
 

For more details go to 
www.concordiaplans.org   

Healthcare Coverage  
Options Expand for Early  

Retirees  

 
 The snow is no longer beautiful.  When it fell, some time ago, it was soft, and fluffy 
and white.  It gently covered everything with a mantle of simple cleanness.  It came down from 
the sky apart from my request or control.  I awoke and felt renewed by a world dressed in  
purity.  
 Now we have made the snow our own.  We have pushed it back and forth across 
parking lots and heaped it into great heaps of icy hardness.  We have driven and walked 
through it until it became a dark gray mush.  We have salted and blown and thrown it, in order 
to bend it to our will.  As it wends its way in slushy mounds along the curb and down the storm 
drain, it is no longer beautiful.  
 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  (John 1:14)   Jesus came into this 
world entirely apart from our request or control.  He came in the absolute beauty of the glory 
of the Father.  He came to purify the whole world.    
 It is impossible for us to grasp the drama of what it means when the Scripture an-
nounces that Jesus came in the flesh.  Jesus became something he had not been, flesh.  He 
gave up life in the absolute presence of His Father.  He abandoned the incorporeal life He had 
from eternity.  The Scripture says He “emptied” Himself, but the depth of what that means is 
beyond our imagination.  This much we can know; He came to be like us so that He could save 
us.  
 Our response is predictable.  We have tried to make Him our own.  I mean to say that 
we have pushed Jesus back and forth, seeking to bend Him to our own will.  We plow Him into 
an icy heap of the law, as if Jesus is nothing more than the epitome in a long line of lawgivers.  
“What would Jesus do,” we ask, thinking that we have found a teacher who can teach us how 
to save ourselves if we only do the right thing.  We stomp the Good News of the Gospel under 
the sizable heel of our selfish boots until it more resembles the gray mush of self-justification 
than it does the white robe of righteousness it is designed to deliver.  “At least I am not as bad 
as some people.”  We refuse to attend to the hearing of the Gospel on Sunday mornings as if it 
were no more valuable than the icy slush coursing into the sewer.  
 Here is the miracle of the Word made flesh: all our sin cannot sully the purity of our 
Savior.  Unlike the snow, we cannot make Jesus to be of no effect.  He is like us, in the flesh, 
but not like us in sin.  He came down to save, not to commiserate.  He came to rescue, not 
wallow.  He knows our sin, your sin, and still He blankets you with His love, and covers you with 
the purity of forgiveness.  
 The forecasters say that it is supposed to start snowing again soon, and I, for one, am 
looking forward to it.  I like waking up to a white world.  I use it to remind myself of the work 
Jesus has done to cleanse me of my sin and make me His own.  At this time of the year Chris-
tians rejoice together that Jesus came in the flesh, and was born in a stable so that He could be 
like us, to save us.  

The Word Became Flesh 

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 
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It’s that time of year again: a time for 
gifts, a time for family gatherings, a time 
for Christmas cookies, a time for singing 
carols, a time for New Year’s parties, and 
a time for children, as they have “visions 
of sugar-plums” dancing in their 
heads...whatever that means. It’s the 
most wonderful time of the year, right? 
It’s so much fun to watch children’s eyes 
light up when they see the lighted Christ-
mas tree with gifts strewn beneath it, and 
welcome another New Year with hearts 
full of hopes and dreams.  

But what about families struggling to 
make ends meet; what about families 
who can’t be together; what about fami-
lies who have lost someone this past 
year; what about the families in Illinois 
who lost everything in the tornadoes last 
month; what about the family in our com-
munity here who lost their newborn 
daughter last December and are dreading 
the anniversary date of their loss; what 
about my friend who awaits her next test 
just after Christmas to determine if her 
cancer has returned; what about 
me....entering my final child-bearing 
years and still without a child of my own 
to hold? These things hurt deeply and we 
ask, “why?” We might begin to look at 
the New Year with anxiety wondering 
what will happen next. Sometimes this 
time of year reminds us even more of the 
suffering we’ve endured instead of being 
the most wonderful time of the year.  

But Christmas is about Jesus. It’s not 
about sugar-plums. Jesus became flesh 
and dwelt among us. That’s Christmas. 
That’s what we celebrate.  

 

 

That little baby came to 
take on my burdens and 
to die on a cross. That 
little baby is my comfort 
in suffering.  

My suffering draws me back again and 
again to the foot of the cross, weary and 
weeping. Jesus lifts up my head and 
points me back to His manger, back to His 
cross, and says, “I did that for you.” He 
calls me to himself and says, “Come to 
me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28) I 
can rejoice in my suffering “knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endur-
ance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put us 
to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.” (Rom. 
5:3–5) It’s a perplexing phrase: “rejoice in 
my sufferings.” But I can, because in the 
end suffering gives me hope. Hope in 
Christ, the only Hope. Of course, I cry in 
my sufferings too, but I can still rejoice in 
knowing that God’s love has been poured 
into my heart. He has made promises that 
I can count on. He weeps with me, wipes 
away my tears, and says, “come to me so 
I can comfort you.” I receive Him in faith, 
I rest in Him, and I cling to the promises 
He gives me in His Word; promises of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Hope for a 
future with Him. Jesus came for me. Jesus 
came for you. That’s worth celebrating no 
matter what sufferings we endure. It’s 
worth celebrating at Christmas, and it’s 
worth celebrating all year round. My 
suffering is a blessing because it points 
me to Christ, and He is all I really need. 

                                 Written by Heidi Sias 

CALENDAR 

November       28      Thanksgiving—office closed 

                        29       Office closed 

December       24      Christmas Eve—office closed 

                        25      Christmas — office closed 

                        31       Office closed 

January           1       New Years Day—office closed 

          5       Official Visit-Circle of Life,  

     Lame Deer 

                      14-16   Quad Circuit, Trinity, Kalispell 

                         19      Official Visit—Peace, Great Falls 

                         20      Board of Directors, Billings 

Wearing a baptismal gown that was made by 
his great-great-great-grandmother in 1908, 
Benjamin Elijah Adams  was brought into 
God’s kingdom on December 8th at Grace, 
Hamilton.  Pictured at left is Pastor Vern  
Sandersfeld, Amanda and Jason Adams (both 
DCE’s), and Benjamin’s Aunt and Sponsor, 
Ashley Adams.  Sponsor Tyler Knox is not 
pictured.  The gown has been worn by many 
family members, including Benjamin’s moth-
er, Amanda.   

Around the District 

First Lutheran, Missoula:  

In the call process 

Concordia, Williston: 

In the call process 

Rev. Timothy Richholt:  

Accepted the call to Wetaskiwin, 

AB, Canada 

Rev. Erik Iverson: Declined a call 

to the Wyoming District 

My Suffering Is a Blessing 

Heidi is a Deaconess and married to 
Rev. John Sias, Mt Calvary, Colstrip. 

All is calm, all is bright, at least for 

this moment, in the Christmas 

program presented  by the pre-

school children of First Lutheran, 

Missoula. 

Behold a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son and they shall 
call his name Immanuel. 
                       Matthew 1:23 



3 6 

Christmas Angels from the 
First Lutheran (Missoula)  
Preschool program . 

Connecting orphans and disadvantaged children with Christian care is the goal of 
'1001 Orphans,' a program coordinated by LCMS Global Mission, supported by 
Concordia Lutheran Ministries, and managed by LCMS church partners overseas. 
When gifts exceed the total needed for this opportunity the gifts received will be 
used as determined by LCMS Global Mission. Your gift is tax deductible to the 
extent permitted by law. 

Help broadcast Lutheran radio across the nation and around the world. Help us 
proclaim to all people the wonderful gift of salvation everyday of the year, the 
message of Christ crucified for us and Christ victorious over sin and death for us! 

In addition to Ministry-by-Mail, LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces provides 
'God's Word of Encouragement' to chaplains for distribution to those they serve. 
Congregations receive materials to use in a May remembrance of Armed Forces 
Day or Memorial Day. Another appropriate time for recognition and remem-
brance is Veterans' Day, Nov. 11. Your gift here provides materials for chaplains, 
service personnel and veterans and for everything Ministry to the Armed Forces 
does! 

A gift from you makes a critical difference to our seminaries each day. In turn, 
our seminaries work diligently in preparing pastors who are called to proclaim 
the Word that creates faith and changes lives forever! 

As a division of LCMS Global Mission, Life Ministries is devoted to upholding the 
sanctity of human life, both in our church body and the culture at large. Life Minis-
tries is actively involved in a variety of domestic and international programs to sup-
port and encourage life 'in the image of God.' By supporting women and children 
through crisis pregnancy centers, providing educational materials and opportuni-
ties, reaching out to youth through a Christian chastity program, and working close-
ly with allies such as National Lutherans For Life and the National Pro-life Religious 
Council, Life Ministries is carrying the banner that Life is sacred. 

Malaria kills nearly a million people a year. Help provide proper education, preven-
tion, and treatment in the global fight against malaria. Our goal is to help end ma-
laria deaths in Africa by 2015. Thanks to a grant from the UN Foundation, 100% of 
your gift goes to help eradicate Malaria in Africa. 

Out-of-the Box Gift Ideas 

Your gift of $200 to Ministry by Mail for the Armed Forces will combine with 100 
others to provide one year of devotional and encouragement mailings to those who 
serve in the Armed Forces. 

For more ideas,  check out this link to the LCMS website,  

http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1272  

Children from the Sunday School program in Forsyth, and the Thursday 
School program in Hysham, joyfully proclaimed the birth of Jesus . 

The congregation of First Lutheran, 

Bozeman, was blessed by their chil-

dren presenting the story of the birth 

of our Savior. 
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1860 A mission among the Cheyenne was established by Ch. Kessler.  It was located 100 

miles west of Fort Laramie, Wyoming.  In 1864, because of Indian uprising, the mis-

sion was abandoned never again to be under taken. 

1968 Rev. George Wollenburg, from Billings, MT met Ralph Redfox in Seward, Nebraska in 

1968.  Shortly after, Ralph Redfox began attending Concordia College in Seward. 

1969 Rev. Larry Eckelman and Rev. George Wollenburg become better acquainted with 

Ralph Redfox.  Ralph introduced Larry and George to a number of Cheyenne people 

living on the reservation.  Two of the people they met included Teddy RisingSun and 

Sylvester KnowsHisGun. 

1973 From the development of these relationships and Ralph’s involvement with Concor-

dia College in Seward, the center for Indian Ministries and Studies (CIMS) was 

formed with the purpose of recruiting and supporting Indian students enrolled at 

Concordia College.  CIMS was created by a joint effort of the Montana, Wyoming 

and Nebraska Districts and Concordia College. 

The CIMS program developed a close relationship with many of the people of the 

Northern Cheyenne tribe.  A number of LCMS school teachers were called by the 

Montana District to serve as school teachers at the Busby School which is on the 

Northern Cheyenne Reservation in Busby, MT.  Several of those teachers were Bill 

Heinicke, Ray Mueller, the Cornelius’ and Dorothy Wagner.  During this time Rev. Al 

Pullmann and Rev. Len Harms were also quite active in their involvement with the 

Cheyenne people. 

1982 In May of 1982, Rev. Dennis Bauer, a candidate from the St. Louis seminary, was 

called by the Montana District to work as a missionary among the Northern Chey-

enne people.  This came about at the request of a group of Cheyenne people living 

in the Muddy District of the reservation.  By this time the last called Lutheran school 

teacher  to teach at the Busby school, Ray Mueller,  had left.   

 Dennis and his family moved to Lame Deer because there was no housing available 

in the Muddy District.  He began working with the Alcoholism Program in Lame Deer 

as a volunteer. 

1983 Sunday School and Bible Study began meeting at the Muddy Hall which is 1 mile 

west of Muddy Cluster.  Bill and Maryann Mason were the first couple to become 

involved in Bible Study.  Charles and Nancy Sleeper were soon to follow in joining 

the group for study.  Because of the lack of funding, the CIMS program was shut 

down. 

1984 During the spring of this year, Dennis and his family moved to a house in Muddy 

Cluster which is n the Muddy District of the reservation. Through the gift of $13,000 

given to this ministry by an offering collected at the International LWML convention 

a fifteen year lease was secured on this house.  Worship and Sunday school began 

meeting in the basement of the Bauer’s home. 

1987 The Worship group in Muddy Cluster had grown considerably in members and commit-

ment to Christ and the ministry.  The worship group recognized the need for land to 

develop into a worship area.  They leased 4 acres of land adjoining Muddy Cluster from 

the tribe. 

1988 The Worship group along with the Montana District and Mt. Calvary, Colstrip, Trinity, 

Miles City and Concordia, Forsyth congregations built a parsonage on the 4 acre site.  

The house the Bauers had been living in became the worship structure tor the worship 

group.  The activities which the worship group was involved in at this point were wor-

ship, Sunday school, VBS, youth group and the sponsoring of Lutheran groups working 

with the youth group doing various community projects. 

1989 The worship group chose a name for itself:  “Circle of Life Lutheran Church.”  It elected 

three officers:  The president-head elder, the vice president and the secretary-

treasurer. Catechism classes were added to its ministry and a second youth group was 

formed. 

1990 Circle of Life Lutheran Church took another step forward in the ministry of God among 

the Northern Cheyenne people.  In October, Rev. George Wollenburg and Ron Williams, 

a construction contractor from Billings met with the worship group and discussed plans 

for building a church structure.  A proposal was developed and submitted to the Inter-

national LWML which met in convention on June of 1991. The proposal passed and 

funding was granted. 

1994 On May 8, the new worship structure of the Circle of Life Lutheran Church was dedicat-

ed. It was built by Laborers for Christ and volunteers from the congregation, the com-

munity and from congregations in the area. 

1997 Pastor Dennis Bauer began serving the vacancy at Mt. Calvary in Colstrip and served 

them for 9 years.  Altogether, Pastor Bauer has served Mt. Calvary for 11 years. 

2000 Circle of Life Lutheran Church was organized as a congregation and is received as an 

LCMS congregation of the Montana District. 

2008 Park Timber, involved with the ministry since he was 6 years old, enters the EIIT and 

began his study to enter the ministry as a pastor.  He completed his studies and was 

ordained in August, 2011.   Circle of Life called him as an  associate pastor in a worker –

priest arrangement.  He is presently working full time and serving his congregation. 

     Biography of Reverend Dennis Bauer and Family 

Rev. Dennis and Carol (Kunz) were married on June 10, 1977 in New Salem, North Dakota.  Dennis attended 

St. Louis Seminary and received a call to Muddy Cluster, Montana on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation in 

1982.  There were blessed with four children. 

Mikayla is married to TJ Ramaeker.  They live and work in Billings.  TJ is employed by the Montana Depart-

ment of Transportation as a civil engineer. Mikayla is employed with Exxon Mobil Refinery as a mechanical 

engineer.  They have 3 boys, Hayden who is 6, Blake, 4 and Teague is 18 months. 

Jacob is married to Liz (Spencer).  They live in Hot Sulphur Springs, CO.  Jake is a Physical Therapist in 

Kremmling and Liz is a Junior High reading teacher.  They have a son, Braxton, age 7 months.  Josh lives in 

Bozeman, MT.  He is a civil engineer and works for Kadamas, Lee, and Jackson.  Jessica is in Speech Therapy 

Grad School finishing her last year in Minot, ND.  Carol is a kindergarten teacher at the Lame Deer Elemen-

tary School. 

Dennis continues to faithfully preach, teach, and live the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 History of The Northern Cheyenne Ministry and Circle of Life Lutheran Church 

This month we feature the second part of the history of Indian Ministry, focusing on the Northern Chey-

enne and Circle of Life Lutheran  Church.  A special thanks to Irene Nelson for providing this information. 


