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Faith Lutheran Church in Boulder, MT had her annual Church service and picnic at Elk 
Horn Park Sunday August 18th.  Received into Communicant membership by profession 
of faith was Kenneth Stringer (pictured above right) and his father attended from Hou-
ston, TX.  It was a wonderful time worshiping our Triune God in His creation and fun 
and fellowship was had by all. 

 “Man versus Nature” is an accurate subtext for understanding the 
late nineteenth and twentieth centuries of human history.  We believed, and 
trained ourselves to confess, that we could overcome anything that nature 
established as an impediment to our progress: Heat, check; Cold, check; Gravi-
ty, check; Space, check; Pressure, (ocean depths), check; Flood, check; 
Drought; check.  Note the novels of Jules Verne, for example, which read like a 
liturgy in praise of the indomitable spirit of man and his progress in conquer-
ing insurmountable odds.  (Read especially, Mysterious Island.)   There are countless self-produced monu-
ments to human progress, but one recently caught my eye, that was so flattering that it created some angst 
even in the normally resilient authors of a National Geographic article.  Affixed to the Eastern Scheldt Sea 
Barrier in Zeeland, Holland are the following words of dedication, "Heir gaan over het tij, de maan, de wind, 
in wij."  ("Here the tide is ruled by the moon, the wind… and us.")1 
 Recent natural events: Tsunami, Hurricane, Tornado, Earthquake, Flood, Forest Fire, have shaken 
the confidence of some, but the majority still seem convinced that given enough time and money we will be 
able to tame even the wildest storm.  We just have to keep on trying.  
 When God wanted to demonstrate, that He, not Job, was in control of life, our loving Father 
made reference to His actions in nature.  One of them reads like this, “Who shut in the sea with doors when 
it burst out from the womb,  when I made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band,  and 
prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here 
shall your proud waves be stayed’?  (Job 38:8-11) It is not the moon, the wind, or us that rule the tide.  It is 
God.   He uses nature to reveal that there are some things we cannot control.  
 Pride in our physical progress is only a symbol of pride in our spiritual progress.  We are con-
vinced, (in our “sinful nature”), that we can save ourselves.  The bookstores, Christian and otherwise are 
crammed full of self-help books purporting to teach us that if we just try a little harder, follow this program 
or that, invest a little more time, we can conquer even the most grievous of defects of our nature.   
 Self-help is no help because it leaves Jesus in the wake.  I do not advocate letting sin have its way 
with us.  I am simply arguing that we confess that there are some things we cannot control.  We cannot 
choose to stop sinning.  Here is where the proud waves of our human abilities are stayed; when they lap up 
against God’s demands for spiritual perfection.  We cannot do it.  We cannot save ourselves.  He must do it. 
 Jesus is the boundary of that perfection, because He Himself is perfect.  When He asks us to 
believe in Him, to trust in Him, to find salvation in none other, He is really saying, “Thus far and no farther.”  
Sinful man rebels against the notion that only Jesus can save.  That is why the proud waves of human anger 
rolled over Jesus.  That is why proud men crucified Him, never realizing that in the process they were living 
within His plan to create a way of salvation.    
 When Jesus rose from the dead He announced that the undoable had been done.  Not only had 
death been conquered and salvation secured, but Jesus has broken, for you, the chains of pride.  You no 
longer believe in yourself.  You confess there are some things you cannot control, no matter how hard you 
try.  You believe that Jesus saves.   
 
 

 

1National Geographic September 2013, page 55. 

Your Proud Waves 

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

Thank you to the Montana District 

Schools Grant Fund 

King’s Kids Preschool, Our Redeemer, 

Columbia Falls, received grant money to 

purchase a carpet for use in our opening 

area.  It is working out very well.  Pic-

tured above are some of our King’s kids 

relaxing on our new carpet. 

 

       Submitted by King’s Kids Preschool, 

            Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Calendar 

Sept.     29       Official Visit—Peace and Christ  

                             Lutheran for the Deaf, Gt Falls 

Oct.   4-5      Early Childhood Education Conf. 

                             Trinity, Great Falls 

     6       Official Visit—Bozeman 

   8-10     Pastors Conference 

                             First, Missoula 

                11-13    Pastor’s Wives’  Retreat,  

              Great Falls 

                   20      Official Visit—Trinity, Great Falls 

                   21      Board of Directors, Billings   

                   31      Reformation    

 Nov            3       Official Visit-Bridger/Belfry 

2013-2014 School Enrollment Around the District  

Trinity Kalispell—152 (K-8) 
Trinity Lutheran Classical  School, Miles City- 15 (K-6) 
Trinity  Billings –204 (K-8) 
Mt Olive Classical Academy, Billings - 28 (K-7) 
First Lutheran Classical School, Missoula - 15 (K-4) 
First Lutheran, Helena - 21 (K-5) 

In the Spring of 2013 our class studied 
germination of seeds.  We grew flowers 
and vegetables in the classroom, so it 
was fun this fall for the kids to see how 
big the plants could really get.  At our 
house they harvested some of the veg-
etables, peeled some, and of course 
ate some.                  
     Cheryl Forke, Teacher 
                     Mount Olive Classical Academy 

Upcoming  LWML  

Rally/Retreat 

Dates 

Sept. 27-28:  Cane Ridge  

         Retreat 

October 5:     Central Zone Rally,   

         Havre 

October 5:     Combined Eastern 

         & Southern Zone 

         Rally, Forsyth 

October 14:   Flathead  Zone 

         Rally,  Ronan 

November 9: Divide Zone Rally 

                      Belgrade 

ST. LOUIS, September 14, 2013—About 500 guests, including representatives 
from international Lutheran churches, attended today’s Service of Installa-
tionfor the Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, president of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS), the church’s six vice-presidents, secretary, and mem-
bers of the LCMS Board of Directors and nine other boards and commissions. 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee, president of Lutheran Church—Canada, an LCMS 
partner church, preached at the two-hour service held at the Chapel of Saint 
Timothy and Saint Titus at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

“It is a blessing that the installation service was on Holy Cross Day since Christ 
crucified is the heart of our life and our work, even though preaching about Je-
sus rubs an awful lot of people the wrong way in today’s society,” said Bugbee. 
“Never let up on preaching Christ crucified to long-time believers, unbelievers 
and to ourselves, so that we might be believable servant-leaders whose work 
has real significance and the help of God’s Holy Spirit.” 

Harrison, the 13th man to serve as president of the LCMS since its founding in 
1847, was elected earlier this summer to a second three-year term as Synod 
president. He was first elected in July 2010. 

“The greatest joy of serving as president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Syn-
od has been seeing the undeserved blessings Christ continues to bestow upon 
this worldwide fellowship,” Harrison said upon learning that he had been re-
elected. “Amidst the deepest struggles, our own many sins and failings, and in 
the face of a world gone mad, the Lord unfailingly answers our prayers for mer-
cy and abundantly so. ‘Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered’ (Ps. 32:1).” 

The six-vice presidents, secretary, LCMS Board of Directors members and other 
board and commission members installed today were elected at the LCMS con-
vention, which met July 20-25 in St. Louis. 

Following the service, guests mingled and enjoyed a barbecue lunch in the semi-
nary’s Quadrangle. 

To see photos and videos from the installation service and reception, visit 
www.lcms.org/installation. 

Missouri Synod President, Officers, Other Church Leaders Installed 

Mt Olive 3rd & 4th Graders Take a Field Trip to the Forke’s Garden 

http://blogs.lcms.org/2013/lcms-president-officers-and-board-commission-members-installed
http://blogs.lcms.org/2013/lcms-president-officers-and-board-commission-members-installed
http://lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=1372
http://www.csl.edu/
http://blogs.lcms.org/2013/harrison-elected-to-second-term
http://www.lcms.org/installation

