The following letter was received at the District Office this past month.
Dear Board Members:
I’m writing on behalf of the First Lutheran Classical School Board (Missoula) to thank you most
sincerely for the wonderful grant money we were given. The $438.00 grant will be a huge help in
terms of purchasing books and supplies for the 15 great students we have enrolled in school this
year. You may already know that last year we served 9 students so we’ve seen a substantial
increase this year. We feel so blest. As the student body has increased, expenses for materials
has also increased. This grant came at just the right time.
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Do Not Be Conformed
I so wish that you could visit our classroom and see how these children are growing and learning
about their Lord and Savior. In addition to other regular types of elementary classes, they study
and learn Latin, participate in music classes, and the older students are learning to play recorders
and hand bells. They are also learning how to treat each other, their teacher, and classroom
helpers. They stand when addressing their teacher or even when addressing each other during
discussions. In Chapel, they respond readily to questions about Jesus and His love with heartwarming enthusiasm. It is absolutely wonderful to observe all that is happening in the Classical
School.
Again, on behalf of our Board, many many thanks for your generous grant. It will be a blessing
to us all. We thank and praise God for each one of you.
Love in Christ,
Jayne Hanich, Secretary
First Lutheran Classical School Board

First Lutheran Classical School (Missoula)
children and their teacher, Julie Wilson,
are bundled up against the chilly autumn
morning as they ride on their float in the
University of Montana Homecoming parade. Their float was awarded second
place in the judging for the K-12 category.
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My wife teaches 3rd and 4th grades at Mount
Olive Lutheran Classical School. She was discussing the antiseptic values of salt with her
students one day. Since salt can kill certain
germs it has been used as a food preservative
and as a treatment for wounds. On hearing
this, one of her third graders asked if salt
would work on a sore throat. She answered,
“Yes, some people will gargle with salt water
when they have a sore throat.” His response
was classic, “I’ll just eat French fries.”
How often don’t we conform ourselves to the
ways of the world that are not only a bit more
palatable than some truth we have heard, but
also have the added benefit of producing less
resistance from our friends and neighbors?
Gargling with salt water may strike some as
strange and may hurt. Eating French fries
sounds and tastes good.

Word. he turns up the heat from our peers
and begins to knead away at our soft spots. he
sucks us in with appeals to the pride of attention and wealth. he bruises us with rejection
and tragedies. Bit by bit he seeks to conform
us until we look and act like any other unbeliever on the block. In fact, study after study
has shown that with respect to behavior from
pornography to stealing there is very little
difference between believers and unbelievers.
It seems like we have all simply submitted to
just eating French fries.
Who can save us from this body of death?
Thanks be to God, in Christ Jesus. If there ever
were a non-conformist with respect to the
Word of God it was Jesus. Where we cave in,
He stands strong. Where we bend over, He is
ramrod straight. Jesus inhabited the Word of
God to such a degree that He did not sin. In
this holy non-conformist we have a Savior who
rescues us from following the ways of the
world straight into the jaws of death. His life
in the Word was so strong that it even overcame death.
Through faith in Jesus His
strength in the Word becomes yours and you
are also raised to new life in that Word.

Of course, whether you gargle with salt water
or eat French fries is not going to have an eternal impact. But sometimes the truth that we
compromise when we conform is the Word of
God. Some brands of conformity are sin. “Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, This life of the Word, that is Jesus, is the only
what is good and acceptable and per- transformative power in the universe. Perhaps
fect.” (Romans 12:2)
you have tried to transform your own life only
to fail miserably. You cannot do it. Jesus does
Sinister forces are at work when we allow our- it for you. He is the Word of God incarnate and
selves to be conformed to the world in a way He is in you. His Holy Spirit is constantly
that contradicts God’s Word. satan is not hap- battling the forces of this world by transformpy when we hold strictly to the teaching of the ing your mind in the Word of God. His Spirit
Word of God. But he is less likely to hit us and His Word never sleep. He has worked such
with a two by four than he is to use subtle but a transformation that, French fries or not, you
persistent pressure. he pries up the corners of are His beloved child.
our ignorance, where we don’t know the
Rev. Terry Forke, District President

CALENDAR
November

December

January

3
17

Official Visit-Bridger/Belfry
Official Visit—Crow Lutheran
Ministry
19
Council of Presidents,
San Antonio
28 Thanksgiving—office closed
29
Office closed
1
Official Visit—Our Savior, Billings
15 Official Visit—Hope/Our Redeemer,
Worden/Billings
24 Christmas Eve—office closed
25 Christmas — office closed
31
Office closed
1
New Years Day—office closed
14-16 Quad Circuit, Trinity, Kalispell
19 Official Visit—Peace, Great Falls
20 Board of Directors, Billings

“Teaching Tour” of 7 Churches of Revelation
(Mar 24 – Apr 4, 2014)
In addition to visiting each of the sites of
the 7 Churches of Revelation (including a
full day in ancient Ephesus) the tour also
includes a short cruise to the Island of
Patmos, where God led John to write the
Book of Revelation, a tour of Western
Turkey, where we will see Turkey’s beautiful tulips in full bloom. Contact Pastor
Darold Reiner from Kalispell – 406-8901149 or reiner@centurytel.net for details
and a brochure. Pastor Reiner’s trip to
Israel for this fall is completely filled.
Deaf ministry in Montana is about to
change in order to reach more deaf people
with the Gospel through the live streaming
of worship and Bible Study in American
Sign Language over the internet. See the
December issue of the Montana Reflections for more details.

2013 Pastor’s Wives’ Retreat
Peace Lutheran Church Great Falls Montana

Guest Speaker: Maggie Karner,

Bible Study Leader: Nadine Grayl, Devotions Beth Schultz

Concordia Plan Services Named 2013 Healthiest Employer!
Concordia Plan Services has been recognized as the 2013 Healthiest Employer in its respective size
category by the St. Louis Business Journal! The Healthiest Employer Awards recognize companies
and nonprofit entities that commit to making wellness a priority and proactively shape the health
of their employees.

Support Your Mission
The Gospel is breaking new ground in Big Timber and Livingston as the Montana District seeks to open new congregations in both communities. Pastor Chad Schopp is
behind the plow, sowing the seed, and nurturing new Christians. Please keep Pastor
and the new congregations in your prayers. If you would like to support the mission
send a check to the Montana District and note: For Emmaus Lutheran Mission.

Online Care Anywhere Brings a Doctor to You!
Online Care Anywhere® is a convenient, confidential, online health care service brought to you by
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota, administrator of the PPO managed care program for Concordia
Health Plan members.
With Online Care Anywhere, you get access to U.S. board-certified doctors who are licensed to practice in states where Online Care Anywhere is available. To find out where Online Care Anywhere is
available, visit www.onlinecareanywheremn.com. The cost is $45 per visit, and no appointment is
needed!
Doctors are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, including holidays, to diagnose and treat:

Pictured above are Marge Pullmann
and Lorraine Ondov winning at Bunko.
Back Row l-r:Shelee Warner, Nadine Grayl, Beth Schultz, Tiffany Baike, Tami Schopp, Jen Kaelberer, Heidi
Paul, Nancy Eckert, Sheri Timber, Carol Bauer, Nanette Pullmann, Johanna Stinnett Front Row l-r: Lorraine
Ondov, Marjorie Pullmann, Lois Weishoff, Rosanne Larson, Becky Schlund, Maggie Karner (guest speaker), Cheryl Forke

2013 Pastor’s Conference
The annual Pastor’s Conference was held October 8-10 at First Lutheran in Missoula. The speaker
was Dr. Charles Lamb who presented on life issues. The Worship Service offering of $434.00 was
given to the Sunrise Women’s Clinic in Sidney. Pictured below (l-r) are Rev. Matt Nelson and Rev.
Ryan Wendt, (Program Committee), Dr. Charles Lamb, and Rev. Mark Cutler (Chairman of the
Conference).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acne
Allergies
Bladder infections
Colds
Depression or anxiety
Ear infections
Eye infections
Flu
Sinus infections
Skin conditions
Stomach ache
Urinary tract infections

You will have a live conversation with a doctor using video or secure text chat. Doctors can answer
your questions, diagnose your condition, prescribe medications and provide follow-up care. For
more information, visit www.onlinecareanywheremn.com.
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Jaxon Peter Roseleip was baptized at Zion in Chinook on
Sept. 22, 2013. Jaxon was born at 33 weeks in July 19,
2013 in Great Falls weighing 4 lbs, 6 oz. Pictured l-r:
Karensa Calvert holding Jaxon, Alisha & Derek Roseleip,
and siblings Reegan, Ian and Brennan along with Pastor
Mark Schultz.
Baptismal Sponsors were Karensa Calvert and Cort
Roseleip (not pictured)

Yellowstone Valley LFL Fundraiser/Banquet
Friday & Saturday, November 1 & 2, 2013
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 2336 St. Johns Ave., Billings MT

A Weekend with Dr. Peter Scaer
Associate Professor of Exegetical Theology/Supervisor of M.A. Program at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN
Dr. Peter Scaer did his undergraduate work in the Classics at Indiana University Bloomington, graduating in 1988. From there he went on to Concordia Theological Seminary
(M.Div., 1992), and to Notre Dame, where he earned his M.A. (1995), and completed his
doctoral dissertation on the Lukan Passion Narrative (Ph.D., 2001). From 1996 to 2000
Dr. Scaer served as the pastor of Emanuel Lutheran Church in Arcadia, Indiana. He
joined the Exegetical Department in 2000.

The LWML retreat in Cane Ridge was held in
late Sept. There was fellowship and meditation on God’s word. Rev. Kyle Whaley of Mt.
Calvary/Zion in Polson and St. Ignatius is
their pastoral sponsor.

"Love and Marriage: The Changing Landscape of American Culture"
- Legislative Update from Bradley Williams of
Montanans Against Assisted Suicide Friday, November 1 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM

In recognition of Pastor Appreciation month, the congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church in Miles City
honored their pastor, Rev. Howard Schreibeis during
fellowship hour on Sunday, October 20th. Bill Wolf
presented him with cards and gifts from congregation
members and cake and coffee was enjoyed by all.

Social Hour with Dr. Scaer and Life Video "Crescendo"
Saturday, November 2 from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM
Dr. Scaer
Session I:
Margaret Sanger and the Birth of Planned Parenthood
Session II:
Pro-Life Lutherans, Baby Steps
Bradley Williams
Legislative Update from Montanans Against Assisted Suicide
Saturday, November 2 beginning at 6:00 PM
Banquet (free-will offering)
Dr. Scaer
Session III: " Where Are We Now? Pro-Life, Pro-Marriage"
Please RSVP for the 6:00 PM Banquet to:
LaRae Talafuse: secretary@mountolive.com or 406-656-6687 OR
Cheryl Forke: tcforke@gmail.com or 406-245-0152

Members of Grace, Hamilton, joined the life chain on October 6th. It was a beautiful Sunday
and there were perhaps 300-400 community folks standing for life along the highway

through the center of Hamilton.
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You may join us for all or any of the sessions offered above.
Your generous donation will help to further the ministry of Yellowstone Valley
Lutherans For Life and Life Issues.
Be sure to RSVP for the Saturday Evening Banquet!
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Living Liturgy Conference
Grace Lutheran Church

Chaplain Christensen Newsletter
So a Jew, a Muslim, and an Atheist all go on a field training exercise (FTX) for three weeks at Fort Greely,
Alaska. They are part of the 3-21 Infantry Regiment out of Fort Wainwright and they are all given the opportunity to attend a Christian field service conducted by a Missouri Synod Lutheran chaplain. What happened?
The Holy Spirit was at work and all three attended the service and stayed for the entire message.
It sounds like the beginning of a bad joke, but the above scenario accurately describes what took place in
August as I went to the field with my unit. Prior to heading out on the FTX, I had my chaplain assistant pack
religious supplies in order to provide for our Soldiers, regardless of their faith convictions. We also packed
religious supplies in order to perform religious services for our Christian Soldiers.
As a military chaplain, I am called to “provide” for the religious needs of all Soldiers. It
is important, especially in our secular world, to protect religious freedom for all of our
citizens and this principal applies to our Soldiers as well. As a military chaplain, I am
also called to “perform” religious services in accordance with the tenets of my faith. For
this reason, I am allowed to conduct Lutheran field services for our Soldiers. Each Soldier decides if he wants to attend or not.
When Sunday came around I traveled through our training area, conducting services at each of our training
sites. My assistant would always open the religious supply box and allow Soldiers to grab various items. On
this particular day a Jewish Soldier came by, grabbed a Tanakh and stayed for the service. I found it a little
odd, but thanked the Holy Spirit for the opportunity to proclaim forgiveness through Jesus to this Soldier. At
the next location a Muslim Soldier came by and asked for a Qur’an. My assistant gave him one and then
amazingly, he stayed for the service. By now I was really confused, but thanked the Holy Spirit for yet another opportunity. At the final location, only three Soldiers came to the service. One of them stated that he
was an Atheist, but he had come to the service because he was bored. At this point, I gave up trying to figure
out what was going on and simply conducted the service. The Soldier stayed until everyone had left and
proceeded to talk and debate for two hours after the service.
In all 126 Soldiers attended the field services during our August FTX. Most of them are devout Christians,
but three in particular were not. Why they attended, only God knows. My prayer is that God’s Word will
sink deep into their conscience and that the Holy Spirit will complete His work of conversion.
As for the Christensen family, we are doing well and
we thank you all for your prayers and support.
In His Service,
Chaplain Matt Christensen

Above: Pastor Christensen conducts a service
for B CO.
Left: Pastor Christensen conducts
a service for the Mortar Platoon.
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Three Forks, Montana
The Rev. William Weedon, Director of Worship of the LCMS and Chaplain at the Synod Headquarters
(International Center) in St. Louis was the presenter at The Living Liturgy Conference, the first of what is
hoped to be an annual theological event hosted by Grace, Three Forks and Holy Trinity, Belgrade. Rev.
Weedon presented three sessions on how our historic Liturgy lives and grows and how the Holy Spirit
delights to deliver Christ to us through the gift of His orderly Divine Service.
The History of the traditional liturgy can be traced back to the apostolic era with the first descriptions of
orderly assembly of believers printed in the Didache writings in about 100 A.D.. The Didache is considered the teachings of the Twelve Apostles. In fact, the first line of this treatise is "Teaching of the Lord
to the Gentiles (or Nations) by the Twelve Apostles". The practice of the traditional worship Liturgy
much like we practice today was described many times in the writing of the Christian Church Fathers
through the centuries until the Reformation in 1517. During the Reformation years, the Lutheran
Church was accused of abolishing the Mass when in fact they strengthened it by allowing parts of it to
be celebrated in the language of the people rather than speaking everything in Latin which many people could not understand. The liturgy practiced by the reformers remained the same from about 1539
until the church arrived in America in 1805. From that time the basic format remained unchanged except that it was celebrated in the language of the congregation. During the early years of the Lutheran
Church in America, most congregations celebrated the Mass in German with all the parts of the early
church liturgy being preserved. The war with Germany (WW I) triggered a movement of these congregations to convert the Mass to the English language.
So, what is the purpose of the historic Liturgy and what does it accomplish in the Divine Service? The
liturgy is for the church, not the world. By definition, the church is the assembly of all believers, including those on earth and those who have gained their eternal reward. The liturgy brings God’s gift of
forgiveness to us in the company of all believers whenever we gather together to receive those gifts.
What an amazing picture comes to mind when we gather with “angels and archangels and all the company of heaven to laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying, Holy, Holy,
Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth adored; Heaven and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.”
This is what we are doing when we gather with like-minded Christians and receive the water of baptism, the confession and absolution, the Lord’s Supper, and the proper preaching of the Word. The
historic liturgy serves as a tool to bring this company of believers together in an orderly and scriptural
way which brings honor to God and delivers to us His gift of forgiveness provided by Christ’s death and
resurrection and faith through the Holy Spirit.
The Lutheran Service Book has over 600 hymns and canticles that tell us the truth of our salvation
through music. Many of the hymns were written for the church over the centuries and have stood the
test of time for their scriptural soundness. Others were written in more modern times and the composers are still alive. Some are even under a hundred years old. Many of these newer hymns will stand the
test of time for centuries to come. All of the hymns follow scripture and expose the theological truth of
our faith. The singing of the hymns in the Divine Service continues to add to the way we honor our
Savior and Lord and receive His great gifts in our worship.
Thank you to Grace and Holy Trinity for hosting this conference and we look forward to future offerings.
Thanks, also, to Pastor Weedon for his great presentations and we thank God for giving His church
Pastors and teachers such as Pastor Weedon.
Jerry Roseleip
St. John, Deer Lodge
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