Meet Heidi Paul
Newest Member of the Education/Campus Ministry Committee
Hi! I’m a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls, MT, where
my husband, Gerald, has been pastor since 2011. We both were
born and raised in South Africa, are of German heritage and still
speak German in the home.
We moved to the USA in 2006 when my husband took a call to be
pastor/missionary at the mission start in Star Valley, WY.
We have three beautiful children: Angelika (17) and Matthias (15) go
to boarding school at St. Paul Lutheran High School, Concordia, MO, and Emma (12)
goes to North Middle School in Great Falls.
I attained my teaching degree at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal, Durban, South Africa
and currently work as a para-educator with special needs kids at a public preschool in
Great Falls.
I teach Sunday School at Trinity, prepare lessons for and help teach Midweek Catechism
Classes, serve on Trinity’s Board of Ed and Board of Early Childhood Ed and am involved in the Youth. This summer our family accompanied the youth to the Higher Things
Youth Conference in Tacoma, WA, which was a blessing to all.
We enjoy the outdoors: camping, hiking, four-wheeling, cycling, fishing… Photography is
a personal passion, much to our kids’ chagrin. “Really, Mom?! Another picture of us?
Weren’t the first three angles enough?” I also enjoy riding my bicycle, especially in the
summer. In the winter, riding it inside with its back wheel raised isn’t as much fun…
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GIANTS
The first day of school was a nightmare. Every
year the twin giants of insecurity and pride
slouched at the entrance of my school waiting
to brain me with the club of fear. Stomach tied
in knots and finger-nails chewed to the bone I
squeezed by them only because my Dad had
developed the theory that actual attendance at
school was a prerequisite to graduation.
I am guessing that some of you remember those
days, and that quite a few of your children are
going through them right now as another school
year begins. I have noticed, however, that the
nerve-jangling giants did not go away when I
forsook the halls of academia. They changed
names, and they hang out in different places,
and there seem to be more of them now, but
they are still threatening, and they are still way
bigger than I am.
I wonder which giants lurk in the hallways of
your life. For some, I imagine, it is the giant of
broken relationships. You can’t seem to get
along with spouse, or children, or parents, or
friends. For others it may be the giant of finances in general, and unemployment in specific.
You do not know how you are going to pay your
bills. Still others may be fending off the giant of
addiction. Whether it is drugs, pornography,
gambling or facebook you cannot seem to shake
an unhealthy dependence. May I say to you,
these giants are too big for you.
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Centuries ago a young man faced off with a real
giant, one who mocked and cursed believers in
Christ, one who challenged the people of God
to a duel. The young man who took up the task
was named David. David realized that the conventional ways of fighting a giant frequently
produced undesirable results. He abandoned
armor and weapons of war. He trusted his

Heavenly Father to care for him through the
means of his everyday life. He derided Goliath,
“You come to me with a sword and with a spear
and with a javelin, but I come to you in the
name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. (1 Sam.
17:45)
Granted, God does not see fit to slay every giant
with one smooth stone. I suspect you have
noticed how resilient the giants of your life have
been. The point is, that the giants in your life
are too big for you. You cannot kill them by the
force of your will. You need a giant-slayer, but
it’s not David. God called David “a man after
my own heart” not because David was morally
superior, or because his faith always overwhelmed his fear, but because David was a
foreshadowing of the true giant-slayer, Jesus.
When you read about David standing in front of
Goliath you should be seeing Jesus before the
giants of sin, death and satan. The world
mocked and cursed Jesus on the cross, satan
challenged Him to a duel, and it looked, as it did
for those watching David, like it was all over.
But somehow the scrappy little shepherd comes
out on top. Jesus dies, but He rises in victory
over sin, death and satan, and over all the giants that threaten to crush your faith and take
you away from Him.
David was not alone when Goliath towered over
him, and neither are you alone when the shadows of your giants loom dark and daunting.
Through faith in Jesus you are God’s beloved
and forgiven child. You come in the name of
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel. He will save you.
Rev. Terry Forke, District President

LWML Rally/Retreat Dates

Calendar
Sept.

2
6-7
12-18
21

Oct.

4-5

Trinity, Great Falls

Sept. 14:

Labor Day—Office closed
LLL Gospel Event, Billings
Council of Presidents, St. Louis
Blessed are the Peacemakers
Bible Study/Seminar, First,
Bozeman
27-28 Mt Lutherans for Life Workshop
Trinity, Miles City
29
Official Visit—Peace and Christ
Lutheran for the Deaf, Gt Falls
Early Childhood Education Conf.
Trinity, Great Falls
6
Official Visit—Bozeman
8-10 Pastors Conference
First, Missoula
11-13 Pastor’s Wives’ Retreat,
Great Falls
20
Official Visit—Trinity, Great Falls
21 Board of Directors, Billings

Western Zone Rally
Superior
Sept. 20-21 : Ft Peck Retreat
Sept. 27-28: Cane Ridge Retreat
October 5: Central Zone Rally
Havre
October 5: Combined Eastern &
Southern Zone Rally
Forsyth
October 14: Flathead Zone Rally
Ronan
To be Determined: Divide Rally
Ennis

Thanks to everyone who responded
when I asked for VBS pictures. From
Libby to Crow Agency and Superior to
Glendive, this issue of the Reflections is
a little peek into the dedication of our
Montana District pastors and the many
volunteers who shared the love of Jesus
with all who came to VBS. Whether
there were 200 children in attendance
or 6, the message was the same.

Concordia,Forsyth

Betty Bagley, MT. District Office

2013 Synod Convention Delegates
Delegates take a break from Convention
business for their official picture. Back row
L-R: Frank Delgado, Rev. Kevin Peterson,
David Streufert, Rev. Charles Lehmann,
Gregg Hein, Rev. Steven Schlund, Rev. John
Sias, Rev. Ryan Wendt. Front row L-R: Rev.
Richard Thompson (Advisor), Brad Persinger, Rev. Terry Forke, Rev. Chris Tabbert,
Roland Sweatman, Roy Arvis.

Rev. Michael Flannery Installed
Rev. Michael Flannery was installed as Pastor
of St. Peter Lutheran Church, Whitefish, on
August 4, 2013. Pastors who participated are
pictured L-R back row: Rev. Mark Cutler, Rev.
Darold Reiner, Rev. Chris Tabbert, Rev. Tim
Gordish. Front row L-R: Rev. Terry Forke, Rev.
Matt Nelson, Rev. Ray Larson, Rev. Michael
Flannery, Rev. Les Beale, Rev. Kyle Whaley.
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Our Savior,
Glendive
7

The Church at Creston – Lutheran

“Speaking the Language of Life”
Montana Lutherans For Life Workshop
September 27-28, 2013
Trinity Lutheran Church
221 S. Center Ave
Miles City, MT.
Contact information:
Maureen Klapmeier (406) 852-0032
or Helen Lewis (406) 781-8059

Crow Lutheran Ministry

Speakers
Rev. Jay Reinke is Pastor at Concordia Lutheran Church, Williston, North Dakota, where he has
served for 20 years, and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Grassy Butte, North Dakota. A native of
southern Idaho, Pastor Reinke is married to Andrea, who originally hails from Wisconsin. They
are parents to Clara, Mary, Eric and Ann. Pastor Reinke is a graduate of Concordia College, St.
Paul, and of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. While at his first parish in South Dakota, Pastor Reinke helped charter the state SD LFL federation.
Rev. Terry Forke is president of the Montana District of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.
He received a BA in 1979 from Concordia College, Ann Arbor, Michigan. In 1983, he received a
Masters of Divinity from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and in 1989 a Masters of Sacred Theology
from the same institution. Rev. Forke has served his entire pastoral career in Montana. In 2006,
he was elected President of the Montana District. He has been active in Lutherans For Life, a pro
-life organization, serving as president from 2001 – 2009.
Sidney Sunrise Women’s Clinic - Sunrise Women’s Clinic provides free professional pregnancy
tests, limited obstetrical ultrasounds and abortion education in Sidney and the surrounding areas
of Montana and North Dakota. The clinic is located at 116 3rd Ave. NW, Sidney, MT. The clinic
Session # 1: The Language
of Scripture (Revealed
Knowledge)
How the Incarnation of God
gives us words to speak and
truth to share about those created to bear God's image.

Trinity, Billings

Session # 2 - The Language of
the Natural Law
Defining and defending "Human"
in a dehumanizing world, by using the language all humans are
given to speak: the language of
the Natural Law.

Cost - Free will offering for meals. Please RSVP to help with meal planning.
To RSVP and for questions call - Maureen Klapmeier (406) 852-0032 or Helen Lewis (406)
781-8050 Complete Workshop schedules may be available in your bulletins or contact the
District Office at office@mtdistlcms.org to have one emailed to you.
Email: pahk725@yahoo.com
If registering online, please include “LFL Workshop Registration” in the subject line.
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VBS 2013

Tell It On The Mountain

Trinity, Kalispell

Trinity, Superior
St John, Libby

Trinity, Miles City

Zion, St Ignatius

Our Redeemer, Columbia Falls
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