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Every Good and Perfect Gift
The Little Lambs Christian Pre-school of St Paul Lutheran Church in Ronan, is happy to
share a photo of our students utilizing our new classroom furniture and library books
recently purchased with a generous grant from the District, through the Lutheran
Schools Fund. We are pleased to be one of many schools in the District to receive
grant money for the enrichment of our program for years to come.
Our new library books include Bible stories to share the love of Jesus. These stories are
a great asset to our preschool program as they coincide with the church calendar, and
help relate Jesus’ life events to the church services and seasons.
We wish to thank the Montana District and the congregation of the St. Paul Lutheran
Church for their continued support of our Christian outreach.

Summer Camp Dates
Red Lodge:

Trinity—Bigfork:

High School—6/16-6/20
Jr High—6/20-6/24
Grades 5/6—6/24-6/28

High School—7/28-8/2
Grades 7 & 8 —7/7-7/12
Grades 5 & 6—6/30-7/5
Grades 3 & 4—7/14-7/19
10th-12th grade Leadership Camp—6/30-7/5

ST.JOHN, Libby, Mt., will celebrate its 100th anniversary on June 22 and 23rd under
the theme: “A Century of Confession, Consolation and Celebration.” A banquet will be
held on Saturday, the 22nd, and a son of the congregation, the Rev. Ted Werfelmann,
will preach at the 10:30 a.m. worship service on the 23rd. A pipe organ concert will
follow at 2 p.m. To reserve a seat at the banquet call: 406-293-4024 or
email: stjohnlibby@frontiernet.net.

There will be a Lutheran Hour rally at Trinity Lutheran Church, Great Falls, on
Sunday, June 30th, 2013 starting at 4:00pm. The current Lutheran Hour
speaker, Greg Seltz, will be the guest speaker at the rally. There will be a reception with refreshments following the service.

“[Mom’s voice…] ‘Get up, we have to go to church today.’ [Announcer’s voice…] Easter is coming and we at Produce Community Church* want to turn ‘Have to go to church’ into
‘Get to go to church.’ Easter morning we will be offering a free brunch starting at 7:30. We will
also be giving away bikes and $500 gift baskets. Don’t miss our services at 8, 9:30 and 11:00.”
This is the text of an actual radio advertisement I heard two weeks prior to the Day of
Resurrection. Can it possibly be that the High Festival of the Resurrection has been reduced, in
the experience of the American Church, to an opportunity to bribe people into attending the
Divine Service? Where is Jesus? Is He hidden behind the baskets and bikes waiting to pop out,
like the time-share-condo spokesman, with a set of cheap knives; the consummate bait-andswitch trickster, who has irked consumers for ages? Does anyone actually expect this to work? It
may get a few more fannies in the pews, but at what cost? In this scenario Jesus becomes a
down-on-his-luck salesman, in a worn suit and scuffed shoes, hoping to peddle a deal that will
benefit both He and His customer. Easter has become the fire-sale day. Show up and you will
win a door prize and a chance at a shiny new bike. This is the American version of the Church.
The message, to anyone who is not a TiVo devotee is clear, “We need you to buy our product so
badly that we are willing to give stuff away just to get you to listen to our sales pitch.”
Do not fall for it! Everything is wrong with this picture. For the moment, I will ignore
the fact that the Church is not a salesman and should never be thought of in that way. I will
ignore the dishonor Jesus suffers when He is not the center of Easter. I will focus my words on
the problem of the gifts given, bikes and baskets.
Gifts are a good idea! They are God’s idea. He does not sell. He gives. “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there
is no variation or shadow due to change. Of His own will, He brought us forth by the word of
truth…” (James 1:17-18)
The reason you attend the Divine Service, whether on Easter, or on any other Lord’s
Day, is to receive the gifts of God. There, through the lips and the hands of your Pastor, God
gives you His Word and His Sacraments. By the Word and Sacraments God grants forgiveness of
sins in the name of Jesus. Where there is forgiveness of sin there is also life and salvation.
Even if you were a firm fan of bait-and-switch tactics you might be tempted to ponder
the advantage of offering baskets and bikes in place of forgiveness and life. The same can be
said for the many other selling points the Church is so fond of today. “If we just have the right
music, programs, Pastor, pews, or parking lot we could get people to come.” Each of these,
while important in its own right, is of passing significance compared to the gift of salvation.
“Of His own will, He brought us forth by the word of truth…” Here is the gift of God,
His Word of life, His Son. Jesus is the perfect gift your loving Father gives you.
Rev. Terry Forke, District President
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*Name changed to protect those who attend this church. It is not LCMS.
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26
26-30
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17-20
21-23
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2
14-16

Calendar
World Malaria Day
Council of Presidents—Ft Wayne
Board of Directors –Great Falls
Planning Meeting-Trinity, Gt Falls
Official Visit—St John, Libby
Synod Convention Floor Committee
St Louis
Dual Circuit—St John, Laurel
Memorial Day—Office closed
Official Visit—Sidney
Grace, Hamilton

Rev. Andrew Eckert was installed at
Our Savior in Stevensville on April
7th.

What’s Cooking Around the District

Rev. Erich Kaelberer will be installed
on June 2nd at Shepherd of the Valley, Thompson Falls, 4:00 p .m.

New Position Available
Trinity Lutheran Church and School in Billings seeks to employ a full-time Director of
Operations and Outreach. This is a newly created, non-rostered position designed to
help our congregation continue to move forward in mission and ministry. The areas of
ministry this person will directly work with are Strategic Planning, Operations, and Outreach. Trinity welcomes any spiritually mature, LCMS Christian to apply for this position
as long as they meet the qualifications found in the position description on our web site
(www.trinitybillings.org). Applications can also be found on our web site and are due
no later than June 1.
Please email or call the Trinity Church Office
(trinitylutheran4@qwestoffice.net, 406-245-3984) if you have any questions.

The youth group from First Lutheran, Missoula, prepare the annual Easter breakfast for the
congregation. Donations received help fund their trip to the National Youth Gathering in San
Antonio this summer. Pictured from left to right are Maggie Eberhard, Maddy Hanich, and
Bailey Renfro.

Lutheran School Teacher Receives Award
Laura McCoy, a second grade teacher at Trinity, Billings, was a recipient of this year’s
Golden Apple Award. Golden Apple awards are given each year to two elementary school
teachers, one middle and one high school teacher, a school specialist
and one support professional.
Community members, parents and students nominate teachers in the
greater Billings area, explaining why they think their particular educator exemplifies excellence in education. A committee of volunteers
then selects the winners, who were informed Wednesday morning of
their awards.
The program is run by the Billings Chamber of Commerce and the
Billings Education Association and is conducted by volunteers. Each
winner receives $500, money donated by the community.
“The Montana District is extremely proud of all of its teachers. Laura
is an example of the hard work and dedication that Lutheran teachers
offer not only to the teaching profession but to the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus to
their students. I am thrilled that Laura has gained this recognition in the eyes of the
world. Her self-sacrifice, given with joy, could not be hidden,” said President Terry Forke.
Congratulations Laura!
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(Excerpts and picture reprinted with
permission from the Billings Gazette)

A welcome tradition at Zion in Chinook is that the men cook Easter breakfast for
the congregation. Pictured left to right is Brett Zarn, John Miller, Russ Alisch, Harold Miller.
The Biblical Tour of Israel & Jordan on October 14-24 is nearly filled. There are a few
remaining spots available. Please contact Rev Darold Reiner in Kalispell 406-890-1149
or reiner@centurytel.net for details and a brochure!
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SEE YOU IN SAN ANTONIO!

Chaplain Matt Christensen transferred into the Montana District last month
and this update was received in the District Office .

Calling all Youth and Adults planning to attend the National Youth Gathering
this summer!
Join us on July 4th at the Hard Rock Café (111 W Crockett St, San Antonio) for a
Montana and Wyoming District Event. It will begin at 4:30pm on the Hard Rock
Rooftop.
That day you will have a choice of the Legendary Hamburger or Cheeseburger,
Mambo Chicken Combo, Veggie Leggie (vegetarian option), Tex Mex BBQ
Platter, or Classic Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad. Dessert will be a Hot Fudge
Sunday. Drinks and gratuity included.
Register your group today! Cost is $20 per person. Registration and Money is
due by May 31st.

Yes! We want to join! We will have ____ (Number of participants) and we are
sending you a check for $_____. (Amount-$20 per person.)
Church Name, location:________________________________
Adult Contact Name:___________________________
Phone Number: ____________________
Mail Form and Payment to:
Grace Lutheran Church
Attn: Amanda Adams-District Coordinator
275 Hattie Lane
Hamilton, MT 59840
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Lutherans in Indian Communities
Spring, 2013
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
Here in Crow country, life has been rough for many. While the U.S. economy rebounds, ours continues to sink. Many struggle with basic living expenses so that their families can have food and shelter. The health situation
is also declining because chronic illnesses are increasing in the population.
In addition, the local Indian Health Services hospital and clinic are providing
less and less services. Therefore, people must travel to Hardin, Billings or
Sheridan for care. This, in turn, requires gasoline that many don’t have.
Deaths have been numerous since September. All of the old problems that
lead to death are still common. The economic and health care troubles only
compound things. It can be quite discouraging.
Weather (bad roads and cold) and sickness have impacted church attendance in a negative way. Some Sundays, only one person comes. Yet, as a
woman said on one such occasion, “You, me and Jesus make three.” And of
course, the Father and the Holy Spirit and the angels are always there. So is
the Word and Sacraments which carry on no matter how the enemy tries to
stop us.
And the Lord is faithful. He does provide. The Sunday Schoolers come steadily. The youth group finds the Bible interesting and exciting. So they invite
friends. The confirmands press on in their studies even when tired.
Also, the Lord is using the hardships to wake some people up. Some who
have gotten lost in very dark places are coming into the Light. A man in his
late 20’s is growing well. He is not only a spiritual head in his household, but
is seeking to lead his extended family into the Light as well. The enemy
fights him a lot, but he stands his ground in the strength of the Lord by the
sword of the Spirit, God’s Word.
The Lord also provides some surplus in material things like food, money,
blankets and warm clothes that we can share with one another. Thus, we
can help shoulder each other’s burdens. We pray for one another. We weep
with those who weep. And yes, there are still times when we all rejoice
together.
Is the glass half-full or half-empty? In reality it is neither; it is full—full of
water and air, which are the basics for life. So, too, it is here. It is simply
that, like air, it can be hard to see all that the Lord provides.

A Project at Muddy Cluster
A work party is scheduled for April 29th through May 5th at Muddy Cluster on the Northern
Cheyenne Reservation. The Circle of Life ministry of Pastors Park Timber and Dennis Bauer is
constructing a lodge for the youth camp being developed. Three cabins, previously made by
youth volunteers, are already in use. The ground for the lodge is cleared and a saw mill is in
place with trees from a burn area ready to be milled. No experience is needed, just a willing
spirit with the time and energy to help with the construction efforts. This 30' x 50' lodge when
completed will have a kitchen, mess hall, bathrooms and shower. The lodge will also serve as a
chapel. To be involved in this project, contact: Arnie Gidlow, mobows@mcn.net or
Rev. Bauer, circleoflife@rangeweb.net..
Everything Beautiful Thrift Store
E'mapeva'e Netaa'o Hovea'
200 E. Medicine Lodge Drive Lame Deer, Montana
(open T-W-Th--12 to 6 PM)
This store opened in May 2012 and is serving the needs of the people on the Cheyenne Reservation. The
thrift store is the beginning of community outreach projects that were the vision of the Northern
Cheyenne Ministerial Association (NCMA). This non-profit organization received a grant to upgrade the old
Baptist school where the store is temporarily located. For more information look for them on Face-book on
their website: everythingbeautifulthriftstore.com.
Suzette Cain, the business manager, is excited about the number of people visiting the store and the opportunities she has to touch the lives of those who have a specific need. Often, if a person has a concern, the Lord
provides a quiet time when there is no one in the store and she is able to listen and pray with them. To enhance her opportunity to witness there are free Bibles and pamphlets available.
Suzette has the help of three seventh grade girls who stop to volunteer after school which gives them something to do as well as experience in business skills and customer relations. There are two organizations who
send people to this thrift shop if they have a need for clothing following a health procedure. Clothing is given
to people sent by Healing Hearts or a Community Health Representative.
Many of the items in the store have been given by members of congregations across Montana. Suzette says
that small household items like towels, dishes, bedding, small appliances and anything educational
would be welcome additions to the inventory.
A fund has been started for a new building since this old one has major repair needs. Suzette is collecting
change from people who shop at the store to apply toward the new building. She is committed to this venture in Lame Deer.
Suzette is a member of Circle of Life Lutheran Church in Muddy Cluster where she works with the youth.
The LINC Newsletter is published biennially by the Montana District Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod (LCMS).
Indian Ministry Committee, (IMC) 30 Broadwater
Billings, MT 59101
For additional information contact:
Rev. Dan Jacobs IMC Chairman
Box 335
Crow Agency, MT 59022
crowlutheranministry@yahoo.com

Walk with Christ in beauty all around .
Rev. Dan Jacobs
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