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This month's Reporter includes an official notice listing the floor committee members for this year's 
65th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. 

Much work has taken place to review and identify convention floor committee members, who are ap-
pointed by the Synod president, in consultation with the LCMS Council of Presidents and the praesidi-
um. 

District presidents submitted confidential recommendations of delegates and representatives to serve 
on floor committees. These recommendations -- along with a review of all voting and advisory dele-
gates and advisory representatives -- were used to determine the president's floor-committee appoint-
ments. Serving on floor committees are Synod vice-presidents; district presidents; ordained, commis-
sioned and lay-member delegates; and representatives. 

The responsibilities of floor committees are very important for conducting the business of a convention. 

The committees are responsible for reviewing reports and overtures assigned to them by the president 
and responding with drafts of resolutions that will be presented for consideration by the convention 
delegates. Floor committees also may combine the content of reports and overtures into a single reso-
lution for consideration, may make substantive changes to overtures, and/or may choose to decline 
overtures or place them in "omnibus" resolutions rather than present them for consideration by the 
delegates. Floor committees are then also responsible for presenting their resolutions to the convention 
and responding to discussion from the floor. 

The 2013 convention floor committee numbers, names and a sampling of areas of responsibility are: 

1. Witness -- international and national matters related to evangelism and proclamation of the Gospel. 

2. Mercy -- international and national mercy efforts to reach those in need. 

3. Life Together -- supporting, strengthening and addressing matters that engage and impact the Syn-
od and beyond. 

4. Theology and Church Relations -- theological, doctrinal and church-relations matters. 

5. Seminary and University Education -- colleges, universities and seminaries, their educational 
systems and the preparation of students in their vocations. 

6. Administration and Finance -- administration and financial matters of the LCMS. 

7. Structure and Ecclesiastical Matters -- the Synod's structure, governance, Synod harmony, super-
vision and ecclesiastical matters. 

8. Registration, Credentials and Elections -- oversees the registration process to ensure that all 
delegates are properly credentialed and the election process is properly conducted. 

9. Committee for Convention Nominations (elected by districts) -- responsible to nominate candi-
dates for certain elective offices, boards and commissions. 

Thank you very much to everyone who has already been involved in nominations, overtures, floor com-
mittees and other convention preparations. Thank you in advance to the floor committee members for 
their extended service and commitment to the convention. 

Much work has already been accomplished and much more work is to come. As we continue to move 
toward July, we do so with confidence that the Lord will bless our work. 

To learn more about the 2013 convention via social media, visit www.facebook.com/LCMSConvention 
and www.twitter.com/LCMSConvention. 

Barbara A. Below is an assistant to the Synod president. 

Posted March 5, 2013 / Updated March 6, 2013 on the Synod website. 

CONVENTION CORNER (March 2013) 

 There is a large slice of the prodigal son’s 
older brother in me.  Whenever I read in the 
newspaper about some hind-sighted hiker, 
wandering the wilderness in t-shirt and flip-
flops, falling off a cliff, risking rescuers lives and 
ultimately being helicoptered off a steep em-
bankment, stiffing the tax payer with a ridicu-
lous bill, I don’t feel much like joining the party.  
Instead, I would like to point out precisely how 
it was that he got lost in the first place.   I am 
not nearly as generous as the Father in the well
-known parable.  I am of the mind, “If you got 
yourself lost, you darn well better get yourself 
found.”  If I were God, no one would be found.  
Such a revelation makes the point of this para-
ble.  God is a generous Father.    
  Though often called the parable of the 
“Prodigal Son,” this story is really not about the 
son.  The son is selfish, desiring the property of 
his father that he perceived to be his, and disre-
spectful, demanding what would normally 
come to him only upon the death of his father.  
In so many words, he said to his father, “I can’t 
wait for you to die.”   
  Jesus told three parables in response to 
the charge that he received sinners and ate 
with them.  (Luke 15:2)  They are the parables 
of the lost sheep, (15:3-7), the lost coin, (15:8-
10), and the current parable which should be 
called the lost son.  Jesus is making the point 
that we are all lost, and, in the end, it doesn’t 
matter how we got there, (the sheep wan-
dered, the coin was misplaced, the son re-
belled).  The story is really about the generosity 
of the father.  The father’s love is so prodigious 
that it is always seeking the lost.  
 That is Good News.  The world is a corrupt, 
satan an incorrigible enemy; and I, I am, of 
myself, beyond hope.  Together, this evil trinity 
spawns lostness throughout humankind.  I 
have, at times wandered from my Father,  
perhaps thinking I was looking for something  
good, but getting further away from Him.   

At other times my lostness, is a result of the 
deceptions of satan, his placing me in harm’s 
way and, in so doing, misplacing me from my 
Father’s love.  Sadly, it is also true that I often 
rebel against my Father’s love, believing that I 
know better, running off to spend His good gifts 
in reckless living.  I am no “prodigal” son, nor 
are you.   
 We are lost.  Let’s not waste time excusing or 
accusing, but rather let us repent of this 
lostness, a lostness, which, by the way, is not 
like spending a cold night in the forest because 
the snowmobile ran out of gas, nor like a few 
moments of panic when you cannot find your 
mom in the grocery store.  This lostness is al-
ways, and sooner than later, a path to death.   
 Let us now focus on the central point of the 
text, the “prodigious,” the generous nature of 
the Father.  Note how the Father in the parable 
waits for his son to return, as if waiting by the 
window, the Father sees the son while he is a 
long way off.  He does not wait.  He runs.  The 
Father finds the son.  The son may have re-
turned, but not to be a son, not to restore the 
relationship.  The son does not find himself.  
The Father’s love finds the son.  He throws 
Himself on the son’s neck in a smothering hug.  
He cuts the son’s inadequate repentance 
speech short, and initiates the celebration of 
heavenly joy over one lost sinner who is found.  
 I have been found, and so have you, by a love 
willing to spend the life of the Son of God.  This 
is how He found us.  Jesus became the “lost 
son” in our place.  When He bore our sin on the 
cross He was lost from His Father.  When He 
endured hell in our place He was as far away as 
He could get.  Yet, He too was found, for us.  
This is what the resurrection means.  The Son, 
Jesus, who was lost is found.  He was dead, but 
He is alive.  Through faith in Him, so are you!  
This is a generous Father.   

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

                  He Was Lost     --       Luke 15:11-32 

http://reporter.lcms.org/pages/rpage.asp?NavID=20928
http://www.facebook.com/LCMSConvention
http://www.twitter.com/LCMSConvention
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March    29        Good Friday, Office Closed 

                  31        Easter 

April          1         Office Closed 

 5-6        School Administrators Conference 

                             Great Falls 

    7        Official Visit-Belgrade/Three Forks 

   21       Official Visit—Christ the King, 

                             Billings 

   26       World Malaria Day 

 26-30    Council of Presidents—Ft Wayne 

May            3        Board of Directors –Great Falls 

                 3-4       Planning Meeting-Trinity, Gt Falls 

                  5        Official Visit—St John, Libby 

              17-20      Synod Convention Floor Committee 

              St Louis 

              21-23      Dual Circuit—St John, Laurel 

ST.JOHN, Libby, Mt., will celebrate its 100th anniversary on June 22 

and 23rd under the theme:  “A Century of Confession, Consolation 

and Celebration.”  A banquet will be held on Saturday, the 22nd, and 

a son of the congregation, the Rev. Ted Werfelmann, will preach at 

the 10:30 a.m. worship service on the 23rd.  A pipe organ concert 

will follow at 2 p.m.  To reserve a seat at the banquet call:  406-293-

4024 or email:  stjohnlibby@frontiernet.net. 

Called to Glory 

Rev. Jerome H. Meyer, who served Zion Lutheran, Power and St John, Fairfield , MT 
from 1968 to 1973, died Thursday, March 7, 2013, in O Neill, Nebraska.  

As of March 2013, Life News will only be made available as a free, down-

loadable/reproducible, PDF.  A link will be sent out with our weekly Life Notes 

email newsletter (sign up at www.lutheransforlife.org.) 

This new format will allow us to make Life News stories more current, elimi-

nate printing and shipping costs, and allow you to print exactly as many copies 

as you need for your congregation. You may also post a link to Life News on 

your church’s website. 

Thank you for sharing the For Life message each month in your congregation 

through Life News! We hope you will continue to do so. We would also en-

courage you to tell other churches and pastors about this free service. 

Also available from LFL are Life Quotes for bulletin inserts and Life Thoughts 

in the Church Year. Both are also available at www.lutheransforlifeorg. Our 

quarterly journal, LifeDate, is available in bulk quantities for the cost of ship-

ping only. Sharing LifeDate with everyone in your congregation is another 

great way to share the For Life message. 

Services for Rev. Meyer, 71, were held at Christ Lutheran Church with burial in the 
O’Neill Cemetery.  Rev. John Ryding and Nebraska District President Rev. Russell Som-
merfeld officiated.   

Jerome was born on Dec. 22, 1941, in Superior to Herman and Sophie (Beckman) Mey-
er. He graduated from Superior High School, attended nine years of college and semi-
nary and earned his masters of divinity. 

He married Jacquelyn Druckrey on June 10, 1967, in Pulcifer, Wis. Jerome was ordained 
at the Centennial Lutheran Church in Superior. He served as a pastor for 34 years. He 
was a member of Christ Lutheran Church. 

He is survived by his wife, Jackie; children Heidi Loop and husband Guy of Columbus, 
Krista Osmond and husband Dan of Broken Bow, Erika Peterson and husband Brent of 
Omaha and Jay Meyer and wife Julie of Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Red Lodge Youth Camp 

High School :  6/16 - 6/20 

Jr High:            6/20 - 6/24 

Grades 5/6:    6/24 - 6/28 

Around the District 

Rev. Erich Kaelbaerer of  Shepherd 

of the Hills, Rancho Cucqmonga, 

CA, has accepted the call to Shep-

herd of the Valley, Thompson Falls. 

Rev. Andrew Eckert of St Paul, Well-

ston, OK has accepted the call to 

Our Savior, Stevensville and will be 

installed April 7th at 4:30 p.m.  

St Peter, Whitefish, has issued a call 

to Rev. Michael Flannery of Our 

Savior in Laurel, MD. 

Chaplain Matthew Christensen, U.S. 

Army has transferred into the Mon-

tana District. 

Recent baptism at Zion, Chinook 

Pastor Mark Schultz holds Mariah 
Huravitch at her baptism on Jan. 13, 
2013.  Parents are Mike and 
Heather Huravitch and big sister, 
Kiley.  Also pictured on the right are 
sponsors Tara & Levi Hofeldt and 
Jacob Jesson. 

 Save the Date 
Trinity Lutheran, Great Falls will host a 
Lutheran Hour rally on Sun. June 30th, 
4:00 p.m.  Lutheran Hour speaker, 
Greg Seltz will be the guest speaker. 

stjohnlibby@frontiernet.net
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-quotes/
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-thoughts-in-the-church/
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-thoughts-in-the-church/
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/lifedate/
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/lifedate/
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Joint Spring Rally - Western & Flathead Zone  
Sat, Apr/13/2013—First Lutheran, Missoula 
* Central Zone Spring Rally 
Sat, Apr/20/2013 at Trinity, Great Falls 

* Southern Zone Spring Rally - Park City 
Sat, Apr/20/2013 
* Eastern Zone Rally 
Sat, Apr/27/2013 
* LWR Drive 
Sat, May/18/2013 

One child in sub-Saharan Africa dies every 60 seconds from malaria, a disease spread by a mos-
quito-borne parasite. In a single 24-hour period (one day), 1,440 people in Africa will succumb to 
this disease. Please join us in prayer on April 25, World Malaria Day, to lift up all those who are 
facing the devastating effects of malaria.   

 
Wherever you are on April 25, please observe one minute of silence at 2:40 p.m. local time 
(14:40 on a 24-hour clock) to remember all those suffering from malaria, and those who will lose 
a child or other family member to the disease.    

 
Here is a prayer you might pray during the moment of silence: 

 
Lord God, our most merciful Father, in this fallen and sinful world death is the constant and 
impartial enemy of all. We humbly ask you to show mercy on all those who are suffering from 
malaria today. If it be your will, restore the afflicted to full health.  Surround them in their time 
of illness with your love, especially the children who are weak and afraid, through the family 
and friends who minister to them.  Comfort those who have already lost a loved one to malar-
ia or will, especially the parents of young children, who in the minds of mothers and fathers 
are taken from this life too soon.  We plead you to perform the miracle of ending this disease, 
in part through the education and relief efforts of the Lutheran Malaria Initiative.  Grant that 
LMI’s educators, physicians, health care providers and missionaries are powerfully and fully 
equipped to bring an end to the human suffering and death in Africa caused by malaria.  And 
Lord, through the Gospel of your Son Jesus, proclaimed through Word and Sacrament, 
strengthen our faith and lead others to see that a life in His grace leads only to an eternal ex-
istence in your loving presence.  Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

The 1440 Prayer for World Malaria Day 

April 25 

I’ve Been PINGed!  

Submitted by Sonja Reeves, First Lutheran, Missoula 

PING. Prepare. Inspire. Nourish. Go. This was the eventful agenda for the 2012 
LWML Leadership Conference in St. Louis, Missouri last fall. I had the honor of ac-
companying LWML Montana District President, Christine Wallace and LWML Mon-
tana District Vice President Gospel Outreach, Judy Blakesley to St. Louis and it was in 
this experience that I learned exactly what it means to a be Lutheran woman in mis-
sion. 

Attending such an influential event fueled me with the desire to Go and Inspire my 
sisters in Christ so that they too, can be amazed at the impact the LWML has at 
home and around the world. It is in the busy-ness of these times that we need to 
take our eyes off ourselves and focus on what can be done around us to spread the 
Gospel of Christ. We need to PING our friends, relatives, neighbors and yes, even our 
enemies! 

Chris, Judy and I will be traveling to the zone rallies around Montana this year to 
share our Nourishment that we received. I hope that as an existing LWML member 
or one of our sisters in Christ whom the Lord is calling, that you will join us and get 
“PINGed” at First Lutheran Church, Missoula, MT on April 13, Trinity Lutheran, Great 
Falls, MT on April 20, or Concordia Lutheran, Forsythe, MT on October 5.  

   Pictured  L-R : Judy Blakesley, LWML MT District Vice President 
Gospel Outreach, Christine Wallace, LWML MT District President 
and Sonja Reeves  at the LWML Leadership Conference  last fall in  
St. Louis. 

http://www.mtdistrictlwml.org/EventCalendar/Information.php?recid=62
http://www.mtdistrictlwml.org/EventCalendar/Information.php?recid=53
http://www.mtdistrictlwml.org/EventCalendar/Information.php?recid=65
http://www.mtdistrictlwml.org/EventCalendar/Information.php?recid=60
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Teachers In Lutheran Schools 

 6,674 LCMS Rostered 
 9,345 Non-rostered 

               Number of Students by Grade Level  

 Early Childhood (Full Day/PreK)  121,980 

 Kindergarten              12,584 

 1st               11,646 

 2nd               11,061 

 3rd                 9,906 

 4th                 9,509 

 5th                 9,320
 6th                 9,250  

 7th                 8,910  

 8th                 8,718 

 9th                 4,619  

 10th                 4,549  

 11th                 4,496 

 12th                 4,267 

          TOTAL                              230,815               

Number of Lutheran Schools  

Early Childhood Centers  1,376 

Elementary Schools    871 

High Schools (Includes PK-12 Programs) 88 

Some Lutheran School           
Statistics   2012-2013 

           2012-13 

     Funding Sources  

Early Childhood Centers  

  Congregation Budget     10% 

  Tuition & Fees      83% 

  Other         7% 

Elementary  

Congregation Budget     20% 

Tuition & Fees                   65% 

 Other        15% 

High School  

Congregation Budget       7% 

Tuition & Fees                    68% 

 Other             25% 

This report is a summary of data collected for the 2012-13 school year from early childhood cen-
ters (frequently referred to as “free standing early childhood centers” with children aged infant/
toddler through age 5 only), elementary schools (typically age 4 through grade 8), and high 
schools (typically grades 9 through 12) operated by congregations of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in the United States and listed on the Lutheran School Portal.   These statistics 
represent a 90 percent return response from the schools and  55 percent from Early Childhood 
Centers.  The high school statistics include those from the Association of Lutheran Secondary 
Schools (ALSS).        

At left is an essay written by Kaitlyn Hensel 
during National Lutheran Schools Week, about  
what Trinity Lutheran School (Billings) means to 
her. 

Above, Reagan Linde explains what is special about Trinity Lutheran School, Billings. 


