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A Way of Escape 

Hundreds of geese flocked to Lake Elmo in 
early December.  I watched them through my 
wide warm window.  It was cold, and colder.  
Ice began to encroach on the otherwise free 
use of their liquid playground.  Each day more 
geese were on the ice and fewer were in the 
water.  Round and round they went, in vain 
attempt to keep the ice at bay.  The cold was 
relentless.  It seemed an epic annual battle 
played out before my eyes.  Then, one bright 
crystalline morning, the geese were gone, the 
lake was gone, replaced by an unbroken sheet 
of white, signifying the war was declared in 
favor of the ice, unless, perhaps we were to 
take the view that the geese had escaped, to 
fight the cold another day and wait for warmer 
climes.   

I wonder if you have ever felt like I imagine 
those last few geese felt as the ice closed in.  
Temptation to sin is like that sometimes, clos-
ing in on us, making us feel as if we are 
trapped.  Gripped by sin, it seems like our op-
tions become more and more limited as snare 
of the devil tightens.   Round and round we go, 
feeling like there is no way of escape.   

We are especially mindful of this epic battle 
between sin and the soul during the season of 
Lent.  We, believers, annually devote forty days 
to meditation on the pitiful human condition 
and its contribution to the sufferings of our 
Savior.  We know we will linger and succumb to 
temptation’s relentless encroach, yet, at the 
same time we hear the hopeful word of a 
warmer day.  Lent is a compression of time, all 
of human experience shrunk into forty days.  In 
the here and now we endure the ravages of 
sinful temptation but we know a day of resur-
rection comes.  God does provide a way of 
escape.   

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not 
common to man.  God is faithful, and He will 
not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but 
with the temptation He will also provide the 
way of escape, that you may be able to endure 
it.”  (I Co 10:13) 

It is this promise of escape that realizes the 
potential of repentance.  It is so simple and yet 
so complex.  Why do the geese keep swimming 
round in smaller circles when they can simply 
fly away to an open river just over the hill, or to 
perennially warm waters further south?  Why 
do I remain in the neighborhood of sin?  Who 
can answer these questions?  Better to hear 
the voice of repentance.  Jesus promises the 
way of escape through faith in Him.   

Repent oh sinner, repent.  Leave behind the icy 
grip of an ever tightening death.  Repent of 
your sin and believe the promise of new life in 
Him.  Do not tire of hearing this word.  Though 
you may have heard the call many times, 
though you have endured countless Lenten 
services before, the ashes on your forehead, 
the somber tones, the low lights, the darkness, 
the chanting, the taste of wine, the tears, this 
word, here, now, today, is the necessary way 
of escape.  On the wings of Jesus you fly away 
to life.  

This is the promise of Lent, yet forty days and 
sin will be overthrown!  We live in days of re-
pentance, but the day of the promise is close, 
so close we can almost touch it.  We see the 
bright rays of the Day of Resurrection on the 
horizon.  We feel the warm beams of for-
giveness and life even now.  It is too complex 
for my simple mind.  This much I know, Jesus 
has provided the way of escape, and in Him we 
live.   

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

ISRAEL & JORDAN TOUR - October 14-24, 2013 

God is good!  He is allowing us to lead another tour to the Mideast.  We have led many tours 
over the years -our latest being an Israel trip in October, 2012 and many before that and now we 
have put together another exciting Israel trip – probably the best one yet and we have had some 
amazing trips.   
 
Our itinerary is all set for October 14-24, 2013.  This 
one is really loaded! This fantastic tour will not only 
include Masada, Caesarea Philippi, Mt of Beatitudes, 
Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Nazareth,  
the Jesus Boat, Jordan River, Caesarea, Jezreel Valley, 
Mt of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Mt Zion, David’s 
Town, Jerusalem, Temple site, Temple tunnel, Israel 
Museum, the Empty Tomb, etc which are all Israel 
sites, but this tour will also include Petra, one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World.   

 
Besides Petra, there are two other places we have included in 
this tour that most tours do not include.  We have included a 
full day in the Negev Desert and will visit Beersheba where 
Abraham dug a well in addition to seeing a model of the Tab-
ernacle that God had the Israelites build. The second extra 
will be an overnight stay in Ariel, close to Shechem where 
Abraham pitched his tent and built his first altar in the Prom-
ised Land.  We had such a delightful time there between Mt 
Gerzim and Mt Ebal near the site of ancient Shiloh some 
years ago and I wanted to go back and experience this again.  
This is one of those places that most tours of Israel will not 
include. 
 
The price quoted ($3876) from JFK is inclusive with no hidden 
charges - includes all flights, all lodging, 2 meals a day, all 
entrance fees, and all tips in hotels and restaurants. The only 
additional cost will be your personal items that you choose to 

buy, a small amount for visa and entrance fees into Jordan, possibly an airport departure tax and 
a tip to guide and driver at end of tour.  
 
The time will come when we will not be able to tour the Holy Land because of the Middle East 
Conflict or because of the high cost as it gets more expensive each year.  The cost of our first trip 
to Israel in 1977 was $999.  The window is still open now – so if you ever thought of going on 
such a tour – this may be the last opportunity.   
 
Each evening we will gather together for a Bible study 
where we will discuss what we saw that day as well as 
prepare ourselves for what we will see on the mor-
row.  So this is more than a sightseeing tour, it is a 
teaching tour.  Contact me , Rev. Darold Reiner, at 
reiner@centurytel.net or 406-890-1149 for a bro-
chure and details.  

 

 

Nazareth today 

Olive tree in the Garden of Gethsemane 

Thanks to Ardith Johnson for providing pictures 

from the 2012 trip. 

Rev. Reiner talking to a Jewish scribe at Masada 
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Calendar 

March    3          Official Visit—Trinity, Billings 

   14         Regional Council of Presidents 

                Sioux Falls 

   17         Official Visit –Havre/Chinook 

   31         Easter 

April  5-6        School Administrators Conference 

                              Great Falls 

    7         Official Visit-Belgrade/Three Forks 

   21        Official Visit—Christ the King, 

                              Billings 

 26-30     Council of Presidents—Ft Wayne 

May            3         Board of Directors –Great Falls 

                 3-4        Planning Meeting-Trinity, Gt Falls 

Around the District 

Pastor James Maxwell, of St Pe-

ter, Whitefish, has taken a call to 

Rock of Ages Lutheran Church, 

Colorado Springs. 

 

Shepherd of the Valley, Thomp-

son Falls, has called Pastor Eric 

Kaelberer of  Shepherd of the 

Hills, Rancho Cucamonga, CA to 

be its pastor. 

Another Joyous Occasion 

Pastor Mark Schultz holds Jorie Renee Mil-
ler who was baptized on February 10th at 
Zion, Chinook.  Parents are John and Aman-
da Miller and her sponsors were Laura Nuss-
baum and Cody Brewer.  Also pictured is 
older brother Blake Daniel Miller. 

                       Why I am Thankful for Retired Pastors and Teachers 
There are 24 good men and women on my list of emeritus Pastors and non-candidate Teachers 
in the Montana District. Each one of them has served the Church in a faithful and fruitful career.  
Beginning with the end of full-time service these men and women  file an annual report with me 
so that I know where they are, how they are doing and what they have been up to.  Each year 
the reading of those reports brings me to tears.  Despite having retired, and in many cases, de-
spite having substantial health problems, these men and women continue to serve the Church.  
I am amazed at how much work they are still doing.  
 A number of our congregations benefit hugely by the presence of these workers.   It is 
largely behind the scenes, humble service.  For that reason I wanted to draw attention to the 
faithfulness of these servants.  If you know a retired Pastor or Teacher, please tell them “Thank 
You” from me…and you.  

Shepherd of the Valley, Thompson Falls, 
is in need of a few items for their church.  
These include:  

1.        Lutheran Service book hymnals  
 (LSB). 
2.       Baptismal Font 
3.       Propane dryer, propane stove,  
 refrigerator, etc. for parsonage 
4.       Vestments  - any linens or paraments,  
5.       Communion sets 
6.       Lectern 
7.       Altar 
8.       Office furniture 
 
If you have these items to donate, please con-
tact: 
           Pat & Mindi Wilson 
           33 Buttercup Lane 
           Trout Creek, MT 59874 

          (406) 531-4519 cell 

Back row pictured l-r: by stander, Roland & Susan Sweatman, Dr. James and Roxanne 
Lamb, Front row: Helen Lewis, Bernice Stoltz, Cheryl and Terry Forke, Bob Stoltz. 

Lots of green hats 
that identify the 
LCMS Lutherans at 
the March. The mile 
long “shuffle” took 
3 hours among 
550,000 people. 

MARCH for LIFE   January 25, 2013   Washington D.C. 

Church Items Needed 

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 
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March for Life 
 

 On January 25, 2013 over ½ million people gathered on the National Mall in 
Washington D.C. to demonstrate support for life as a precious gift of God.  Three Hundred 
Fifty of them were LCMS.  Ten of them were Montanans.  One of them was me.  
 It is impossible to put into words the emotions of gathering with that many like-
minded people.  It is impossible to describe pain of knowing that the like-mindedness is 
based on the loss of 54 million children during the previous 40 years through the sin of 
abortion.  Yet, there we were, the sights and sounds of a national March for Life embed-
ding in our minds.  Speeches and songs, banners and flags, jostling of bodies, chants and 
cries, snow and cold, smiles and tears, supporters and jeerers, for three hours we 
“marched,” shuffled really, and then the steps of the Supreme Court came into view.  This 
is where the march ended, fittingly, for here is where so much ended.   
 Forty years earlier the Supreme Court of the United States of America ended life 
as we had known it throughout the history of our nation.  Life, for believer and non, had 
been received as an inalienable right.  And the state had defended that right; through thick 
and thin, through war and peace, prosperity and want, this nation had said, “It is wrong to 
kill babies.”   Then nine black robes put their heads together and decided to bring all that 
work to an end, to give to the citizens of this nation the right to death, nay, the right to kill.   
 So we stood before the steps of the Supreme Court, cordoned off by a line of 
policeman, intent on preventing violence on our part, as if somehow the building itself 
might become the enemy.  We were not there to protest a building, nor even a law, so 
much as an attitude.  For the real enemy is not “out there” somewhere.  The real enemy is 
in me.  The real enemy facing this nation right now is the attitude of apathy.  The majority 
of Americans say they are pro-life, yet, seem to interpret that to mean, “Abortion is not ac-
ceptable to me, but I will not seek to bring your right to abortion to an end.” 
 We stood before the steps of the Supreme court to weep, and to pray for another 
end, the end of the reign of death, but first the end of an attitude that abortion may be 
wrong for me but a right for you.  The one cannot come without the other.   
 This blight, this “right” may very well prove to be the end of our nation.  No state 
can stand, in the eyes of God, let alone among the nations, no state can stand that rules in 
favor of the death of its most vulnerable citizens.  So the March for Life ended in a most 
appropriate place, a place of ending, calling for another end. 
 That day was, and this essay may have been, gloomy, but for we Lutherans, at 
least, it cannot end so.  For we know that Jesus Christ is life, and has already brought an 
end to the reign of death.  He is our final end, life.  In Him we march on, trusting in His mer-
cy.  So if you ever get the chance, I strongly encourage you to attend a March for Life.  
March in His name and pray for the same end for everyone, life. 

Greetings, dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 It is again time to start planning this year’s flood relief trips to Minot, ND. Yes, there is still much work to be 
done in Minot. To date, there are 139 homes waiting for volunteers. It seems that as homes get finished, 
more get added to the list. For up to date info, go to www.hopevillageND.org . Can you help with this cause 
again this year? 
  
The dates for this year’s trips are: June 23rd through June 29th; and Sept 29th through Oct 5th. 
  
We are asking for three things, as always: 
 1.         Your prayers.  Prayers are what make these trips successful, and bring Christ the glory! 
 2.         Volunteers.  There is a job for anyone who is willing to spend a week of their time for Christ’s glory! 
 3.         Donations.  Of course, these trips are not possible without financial help, Christ's people have blessed 
              these trips and I am sure they will again. 
  
We have a grant opportunity from Thrivent for Lutherans to receive up to $5,000.00 for this outreach. 
Thrivent will match all funds raised by March 31st at fifty cents on the dollar, up to $5,000.00. Any financial 
support you can give, no matter the size, will be greatly appreciated. 
  
 Thank you for your past support in all three areas, and thank you for any support you can give this year.  If 
you have any questions or need any further information, please contact Warren Ellis of St. Peter Lutheran 
Church at 406-212-0170 or 862-2303, or you may email him at wwarren@centurytel.net.  Donations can be 
sent to St. Peter Lutheran Church, PO Box 883, Whitefish, MT  59937. 

First Lutheran, Missoula, sponsored another mission trip to Casa de Elizabeth Orphanage in 
Imuris, Mexico. Members from First, Lindsey Williams from Grace, Hamilton and a former resi-
dent of the orphanage spent a week this past January serving the children at Casa. A special offer-
ing was taken at First, along with some special donations from various individuals, and because of 
the generosity of our members and donors, we were able to supply the orphanage with several 
months of laundry detergent and Pine-Sol cleaner,  a huge bag of both boys and girls socks and 
underwear and a bunch of blankets. A special thanks to the ladies at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Hamilton who sewed up dozens of dresses and shorts for the kids at the orphanage. 

We also were able to supply and cook-up a delicious "American" dinner of hamburgers, chips, 
peaches, carrots and pudding cups, we took 20 of the youngest children out for a pizza party and 
ice cream and delivered a weeks worth of groceries to 20 of the poorest families in Imuris. We 
were also blessed with the opportunity to do some maintenance repairs and painting at both Casa 
and Kid's Kingdom orphanages. We appreciated your prayers and the financial support that al-
lowed us to reach out to these children and families with the love of Christ. 

If you, or your church would be interested in mission work in Mexico, give Pastor Mark a call at 
406-549-3311. We are currently working on dates for May and September/October. We would be 
happy to either have you join us or to organize and escort a group down from your church. 

Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, whatever you do for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you do 
for me.”  (Matthew 25:40) 

Servant Opportunities 

Pastor Mark Christensen (pictured above) 
pastormarkchristensen@gmail.com   

               Bob and Bernice Stolz, Cheryl Forke, Pastor Steve, Caleb and Lisa Thomas 

Rev. Terry Forke 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017dWoL-04iKfmNvx_m0Vqm_HGOy7T1SloFqAUUXA-dIr7By6g2YOC-p6C4kAjv1ncXkP5g7ajBBg8WvQ7gjF_RbRuH_iZ6ALomIZnNwV9oMIdO-1jxW2PUtBDDR7xCmdo
mailto:wwarren@centurytel.net
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In 2010 my husband and I sat in the 
office of a real estate attorney in east 
Michigan. We had been trying to sell 
our house - an adorable white one-
story with a lush fenced yard and shel-
tering maple trees - for $40,000, a 
fraction of what we'd paid for it 8 years 
earlier. Not one person looked at it. 
Everywhere you went people were laid 
off. Even the firefighters and police 
officers were laid off. Every night we 

would stand on our back deck and smell the abandoned houses burning. I will 
never forget the day my husband drove us past a lot where a house had recently 
been burned down. Desperate people scrounged through the ashes looking for 
anything metal they could sell. Slowly, as if in a dream, we rolled by. I could not 
believe this was our country. 

  

The real estate attorney sat across from us and gave us this advice: "Stop mak-
ing your house payments. Save your money. And get out of Michigan." 

 We sold everything we could and left our house. We tried western Montana but 
soon learned the lumber industry was suffering just like the auto industry. It 
seemed as if everyone in Montana was talking about Williston, North Dakota. 

  

We came here looking for work and immediately found it. We lived in our vehi-
cles, used public restrooms, got attacked by mosquitoes, shouted at by locals 
and kicked out of our campsite. This is how we came to Concordia Lutheran 
Church in Williston. 

  

My husband walked down the hall. He was dirty, disheveled, unshaven, bleary-
eyed and exhausted. A complete stranger. The pastor walked up to 
him, embraced my husband and said, "You don't have to say a word."  We were 
allowed to camp in the church parking lot. My husband worked 18-hour days and 
I worked nights. One day the pastor came out and invited me in to some kind of 
class. This... THIS... is when everything changed. This was the first time I 
heard anyone preach Christ crucified. 

  

Last summer, after months of intense instruction, I confirmed my faith at Concor-
dia Lutheran Church. I'm a member now and hundreds of people have come 
through our doors from all over the world. They come to Williston looking for 
work. They are from every kind of background. I've met Africans, Muslims, Rus-
sians, Mormons, combat veterans, atheists, Jehovah's Witnesses... and North 
Dakotans. Here we are. Under the same word. Hearing it. One Savior. Jesus 
Christ. 

 Thank God. 

How I Came to Live in the Bakken 

On February 2, 2013 representatives of 
the Montana and North Dakota Districts 
met at Concordia Lutheran Church in 
Williston, North Dakota to discuss plans 
for sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
the very volatile setting that is the 
Bakken Oil Strike. This part of the country 
has seen explosive growth of people 
streaming to work in the oil field.  Com-
munities and congregations in northwest 
North Dakota and northeast Montana are 
struggling to determine how best to han-
dle the influx of new people.   
 This is no easy task.  Our first 
reaction when that many new people 
enter our community is to feel as if we 
are being invaded.  Frustration ensues, 
and we forget to recognize that people, 
even new people invading our communi-
ties, need to know Jesus as their savior.  
The goals of the Bakken Oil Summit in-
cluded helping congregations within the 
Bakken Oil field think of ways to share 
the Gospel, as well as helping congrega-
tions outside of the Bakken Oil field to 
assist those congregations within.   
 On a chilly Saturday, 25 people 
gathered to wrestle with this difficulty.   
We listened to testimony from people of 
Concordia congregation talk about meth-
ods they have used to share the Gospel.   
 
 

We also listened to people who had 
come from various parts of the country 
to work in the oil field.  Then we talked ,  
and talked.  We brain-stormed ways to 
reach out with the Gospel.   Some of the 
solutions we discussed were: researching 
and meeting physical needs of people 
coming into the communities, opening 
new congregations, calling vicars to help 
Pastors, calling a chaplain to visit oil field 
communities.  
 Those attending the Bakken Oil 
Summit did not determine which of these 
paths to follow.  We did not feel we had 
enough information, or enough perspec-
tive gained in one day, that we could de-
cide which was the best path.  Instead, 
we appointed a smaller group of people 
to continue the work.   
 This article is intended to in-
form, but even more, to request your 
prayers.  Please pray for the members of 
congregations and communities that are 
being impacted by the oil strike.  Please 
pray for the people who come to the 
Bakken looking for work.  Please pray for 
the leadership of both the North Dakota 
and Montana Districts.  Please pray for 
the Bakken Area Lutheran Ministry task 
force which will be making decisions 
about where to go from here.  There are 
thousands of new people in these com-
munities who need to hear about Jesus.  
By God’s good grace we will be used by 
Him to proclaim the Gospel to them.  

BAKKEN OIL SUMMIT 
Concordia Lutheran Church, Williston 

Submitted by Jill Cole, member 
Concordia, Williston 

Rev. Terry Forke 

Pictured right: Pastor Reinke leads devotions 
with church members and overnighters at 
Concordia, Williston. 


