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“That’s not right.”  On the road to preach at 

Trinity, Harlowton recently, I noticed something 
from the corner of my eye that didn’t make 
sense.  I saw a little goat, standing by itself 
about 300 yards from the rest of the herd.  
Three and half hours later, on the homebound 
trip, that poor goat caught my eye again.  “He is 
still in the same place.  Something must be 
wrong.”  So I turned the car around.  Sure 
enough, he had stuck his head through the hog-
wire, (life is always brighter on the other side of 
the fence), and his horns held him fast in the 
fence.  With a little creative persuasion we were 
able to get him to turn his head and back out.  
Away he scooted, to join the herd, which gave 
no evidence of having missed him.  
 
The season of Epiphany is one in which Chris-
tians rejoice at the appearance of Jesus.  During 
this season we rehearse the arrival of the wise 
men and the baptism of Jesus.  We remember 
that God used a miraculous star to announce 
the arrival of the light of the world.  It is easy to 
rejoice at living in the light.  It is not so easy to 
remember what it was like to live in darkness.  
 
Perhaps a little goat can help us.  There was no 
physical reason for that goat to stick his head 
through the fence.  The pasture was in fine 
shape.  Yet, something attracted him, some-
thing that was not given to him, something be-
yond the fence.  Similarly, we have no reason to 
transgress the fence that God has built around 
us with His law.  He is well able to care for us 
within that law.  Yet, something attracts us and 
we stick our heads through the fence into sin.   

I am sure that the goat’s owner would have 
found him, had we not intervened.  But that is 
just the point.  The goat was stuck.  How many 
hours he had been there, I don’t know.  His only 
plan to free himself had been to buck, jump and 
pull against the fence.  The ground was torn to 
pieces in evidence of his long fight.  Had some-
one not come to deliver him, the darkness of 
death would assuredly have come.  The same is 
true for us. This is living in darkness, to always 
think that we know best how to get what we 
want or think we need.   Even if we do recognize 
our sin, we are stuck.  We do not have the pow-
er, or the wisdom to extricate ourselves from its 
grip.   
 
That’s why Jesus came.  Of course, he didn’t just 
happen by.  And it didn’t take a couple of passes 
for Him to figure out what was wrong with us.  
He came into this world for the express purpose 
of delivering us from the domain of darkness.  
He knew that we were dead in the trespasses of 
our sin and that we could not deliver ourselves.  
In the case of Jesus, the deliverer actually be-
came the goat.  All the sins of the world were 
laid on Him, and He died setting us free.  The 
light of the world suffered the darkness of death 
for us.  Then He lit it up.  The darkness has not 
overcome Him.  His resurrection means that we 
are forever free from the darkness of death.  
 
Without a doubt, we will continue to stick our 
heads through the fence.  We are reminded that 
living in the darkness is no life at all.  So during 
Epiphany we rejoice in the light who came to 
deliver us from darkness.   

Delivered from the Domain of Darkness 

 Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

 
Three baptismal generations:  Dorathy Rose-
leip, longtime member at Zion having trans-
ferred from St. Paul, Pablo after her marriage 
in 1949.  Her son, Jerry, left, was baptized at 
Zion in 1952, his daughter, Heidi Roseleip 
Donnelly was baptized there in 1975; and her 
daughter Violet, baptized there in 2008.   

Pastors pose at the entrance to the sanctuary (l-r): 
Dist,Pres. Rev. Terry Forke; Rev. Darold Reiner, Church 
at Creston, Kalispell; Rev. Kyle Whaley, current pastor 
at  Zion, St. Ignatius and Mt. Calvary, Polson; Gordon 
Cummings, former pastor at Zion and St. Paul, Ronan; 
and Rev. Tim Gordish, St. Paul, Ronan. 

ISRAEL & JORDAN TOUR - October 14-24, 2013, led by Rev. Darold Reiner,  
More information  next month! 

Members, past members, and friends from neighboring congregations and the community gath-
ered at Zion Lutheran Church in St. Ignatius on November 18, 2012 to thank God for 65 years of 
preaching and teaching God's Word in the St. Ignatius community and for the dedication service of 
a new 2200 sq. ft.attached parish hall .      
 
Zion Lutheran Church, St Ignatius was founded in 1947 as a mission church of St. Paul Lutheran in 
Pablo.   The church building was soon built by member labor using timbers cut at the Detert 
sawmill. The sanctuary was built over a full basement parish hall which doubled as Sunday school 
and VBS classrooms.  The sanctuary has remained unchanged from the original construction except 
for the addition of stained glass windows.  
 
Family names that come to mind in the early history of Zion are Detert, Lensman, Bristol, and Rose-
leip as well as many others.  Although all of the charter members have been called to glory, many 
descendants remain as faithful members.  Scores of children were baptized and confirmed during 
the baby boom era.  Zion lost two of her sons, Clarence Bristol and Gilbert Zerbst, in the Viet Nam 
War.   
 
A parsonage was built in the 1980's to replace the mobile home parsonage of the 70's.  This was 
converted into a preschool and daycare in the 90's which serves several families in the community.  
A new handicap accessible narthex was added in 2000 which served us well until the decision to 
build the new parish hall in 2012.   A huge thanks to the Laborer's For Christ couples who spent 
many months here constructing the new addition. May God bless them in their future labors and 
us to many more years of proclaiming the Word and receiving the gifts He provides for us in Word 
and Sacrament.  
 
We thank God for the many faithful pastors who have taught and preached the pure Word of God 
to us over the last 65 years.  Zion is now served by Pastor Kyle Whaley  who also serves Mt. Calvary 
in Polson.  Worship Services are held every Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and Bible studies are on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.   

SOME ZION HISTORY...submitted by Jerry Roseleip 
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January 24-26     Life Conf— WashingtonD.C. 

February      2        Bakken Oil Summit, Williston 

                N.D., & Official Visit   

    13        Ash Wednesday 

    15        Deer Lodge Prison Retreat 

 15-19     Council of Presidents, St. Louis 

March    3          Official Visit—Trinity, Billings 

   14         Regional Council of Presidents 

                Sioux Falls 

   17         Official Visit –Havre/Chinook 

   31         Easter 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson Falls, MT, is worshiping in their new build-
ing  at 1192 Mt. Silcox Road.   

Montana District President,  Rev.Terry Forke, officiated at the Dedication Service on January 6, 
2013.  He led church members through the process of dedicating the building and its fixtures to the 
worship and service of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Roland Sweatman, of Trout Creek, had the honor of opening the front door as church mem-
bers looked on in anticipation.  President Forke shared special words---"Let the doors of this church 
be opened for the preaching of the saving Word of God..." throughout the service,  which culminated 

with the installation of church council officers.  A celebration potluck followed the service. 

Out-of- town guests attending included Pastor Don Schneider of Lolo, MT, and President Forke and 
his wife Cheryl. of Billings. 

Sunday services are at 10am, followed by fellowship and Bible study.  If you are ever in Sanders 
County, we invite you to come and join us on Sunday as we continue to celebrate this wonderful gift 
from God to us of a new church building.  What a joy and privilege it is to worship and serve God 
here in this community.  A heartfelt thanks to all of you who helped and supported us  in our devel-
opment and start-up. 

SHEPHERD of the VALLEY DEDICATES THEIR NEW CHURCH BUILDING 

 Thanks to the Montana District Board for Stewardship and Human Care, Pastor Jay Reinke, serv-
ing Concordia, Williston, and Pastor Bob Mitchell, serving St. John, Deer Lodge, were able to participate in 
the Prison Ministry Conference held in St. Louis last September. After returning from this exciting confer-
ence, Pastor Mitchell shared his experience with the church council. He also shared some of the information 
that he had gathered and a few of the resources available in this vital ministry to those who are incarcer-
ated.  

Some of the information was: 

1) On any given day in the United States, there are more people in jails and prisons than there are in ALL of 
the hospitals and nursing homes. Yet those in care facilities receive the majority of our prayers and compas-
sion. 

2) The total number of those incarcerated exceeds 2.2 million. Yet these people receive a very small amount 
of Spiritual care. 

3) The families of those incarcerated face rejection, despair, and loss of income resulting in poverty. Yet 
these families, many with children, receive almost no help or concern from churches. They committed no 
crime but are punished never-the-less. 

4) One of the most daunting problems for parolees and others released from incarceration is finding a Chris-
tian church that will accept them. In jail and prison they hear about the forgiveness purchased by the blood 
of Jesus but are unable to find Christians who demonstrate that forgiveness.  

 A large part of our apprehension regarding prisoners is our misunderstanding of why people are 
incarcerated. It is true that, behind the bars and fences, there are career criminals. There are those who 
have committed unspeakable crimes and are facing the punishment for those crimes. These men and wom-
en will never get out. They are serving a life sentence. But that does not mean Jesus did not die for their sins. 
Life in prison does not mean that they need face the never ending life sentence of eternal punishment. 

 We tend to forget that the vast majority of those behind bars are there because of a momentary 
lapse in judgment. Just like ours. These men and 
women are incarcerated for 5 or 10 years be-
cause they acted in desperation. Just like our sin 
when we act in desperation. These men and 
women need to hear the Good News of for-
giveness purchased by the sacrifice of Jesus. 

 Montana State Prison is located just a 
few miles outside of Deer Lodge city limits. Pas-
tor Mitchell conducts worship services inside the 
prison once a month and at the work dorm every 
fifth Sunday, as well as meeting with individual 
inmates as requested. For over 20 years another 
member of St. John conducts 2 Bible Studies a 
week at the prison. Two other men have filled in 
for him on occasion. While these men are active-
ly serving in prison ministry, the Church Council 
of St. John wanted to be more involved.  

 Realizing that not everyone wants to actually go into the prison, but also knowing that the men 
who are incarcerated at the prison still need to hear about the love of God shown through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the Church Council of St. John decided to take action. After receiving permission from 
prison officials at the Religious Activities center, the council ordered 100 copies of an issue of Good News 
Magazine to be sent directly to the prison for distribution to the inmates.  

 Religious Activities Center (RAC) at Montana State Prison.  

The next Deer Lodge Prison Retreat will be Feb. 15, 2013. 

3 IMPORTANT DEADLINES APPROACHING FOR THE SYNOD CONVENTION, JULY 20-25, 2013 
President and First Vice-President Nomination Ballots must be received by auditor Brown Smith and Wal-
lace by February 20, 2013.  
Regional Vice-President and Board of Director Nomination Ballots must be received by the Office of the 
Secretary of the Synod by February 20, 2013.  
Overtures (proposed convention actions) must be received by the Office of the President of the Synod by 
March 2, 2013 for inclusion in the Convention Workbook. 

          Farewell and Godspeed! 

Pastor Gale Everson has been a faithful 
and enthusiastic servant of the Mon-
tana District at the Montana Develop-
mental Center for 24 years.  On Decem-
ber 31, 2012 Pastor Everson retired.  
We thank him for his care for those he 
served.  We pray God’s peace and 
strength as he and his wife Suz begin a 

God has granted the gift of new life to Pastor Noah & Mary Fremer 
(Power/Fairfield).  Logan Joseph Matthew Fremer was born on 
Dec.29th.  Logan received God’s grace in Holy Baptism on Jan.6th, 2013. 

Members gather outside before the dedication. 

PRISON MINISTRY UPDATE 

 

Submitted by Rev. Bob Mitchell 
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Christmas Cookie Walk 

The LWML of Peace Lutheran Church in Great Falls sponsored a Christmas Cookie Walk to raise 
money to benefit victims of Superstorm Sandy through LCMS World Relief and Human Care on 
December 15, 2012.  Each woman was invited to bake 12 dozen of their specialty Christmas cook-
ies.  The cookies were arranged on tables in the fellowship hall so that participants could walk by 
and choose various cookies which appealed to them.  A dozen cookies went for $5.00.  In this 
way, people could stock up on homemade cookies without having to bake them and people in 
need were helped.  A good time was had by one and all and $1,009.00 was raised for LCMS World 

Relief and Human Care. 

Pictured (L-R) Elsie Huss, Nancy 
Wood, and Becky Schlund.  

On Saturday, Dec. 8th the Board of So-

cial Ministry at Mount Olive Lutheran 

Church, Billings, hosted a wonderful 

turkey Christmas dinner with all the 

trimmings for members who are shut-

ins, single, or anyone who would oth-

erwise spend Christmas alone or with-

out family.  The dinner was followed 

by the singing of Christmas carols and 

each guest received a door prize.   

LWML Christmas Tradition Continues 

Members of LWML, Zion, Chinook, uphold 
their yearly tradition of filling Christmas bags 
as their Sunday School children practice one 
more time before the program.  19 children 

took part in the Christmas Program titled 
“Light a Candle” 

Pictured l-r: Vickie Wilkins, Carolina Hofeldt, Diana 
Martin, Shelby Moxley (helper), Tina Mord, Shar-
mon Moxley, Paige Moxley (helper). 

MOUNT OLIVE CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Martha J. Mitkos, Director, 
Lutheran Malaria Initiative 
Martha.mitkos@lcms.org 
1-800-248-1930 ext 1322 

Participants in the Quad Conference, held at First Lutheran in Missoula,  listen 

to Dr. Gifford Grobien from Fort Wayne Seminary.   The theme for the week was 

Contemporary Issues in Marriage and Family. 
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Before I became the teacher at Mt Calvary Preschool, one 
of the best pieces of advice I was ever given by a previous 
teacher was “get a really good pair of scissors.” I didn’t 
truly appreciate her advice until I was sitting at my kitchen 
table at 2am for the too-numerous-to-count time, cutting 
out the next day’s art project for my class. I had a Bandaid 
on my thumb trying to keep a blister from forming from 
my not-so-great scissors. I went and bought a good pair of 
scissors! 

But now, thanks to a wonderful grant, those scissors aren’t exactly retired but they are getting 
a rest. Our classroom has a Cricut machine! If you are not familiar with a Cricut, it is a comput-
erized die-cut machine that you program to cut shapes and designs out of paper. So basically I 
can push a button and sit back and watch the projects cut themselves out. And the possibilities 
are endless! 

I’ve watched the Cricut cut out paper dolls that turned into Naaman – the children covered 
one side with “dots” of sickness, then dipped him in a circle of healing waters (again created 
by the Cricut) 7 times and when they turned him over, he was healed! They can tell the story 
again and again to all who will listen. 

We’ve created Nativity scenes on our door, invitations to our Christmas Pageant, Advent Cal-
endars, and numerous other projects. And we’ve only had the machine for a few months. I am 
still in the learning phase! 

One of the biggest blessings has been the bulletin boards. I change the bulletin boards both in 
the Fellowship Hall of the church and the bulletin boards for the children. The children love to 
share what they create. We are fortunate to have bulletin boards very close to our Pastor’s 
office so everyone who stops by sees our bulletin boards. What better witness than from the 
mouths of children! We display one of their projects each month on two different boards. 
That’s two chances to plant a mustard seed without saying a word! 

The Cricut created dozens of beautiful leaves that were used first as a bulletin board in Octo-
ber in the Fellowship Hall with the Bible verse from Ecclesiastes 3:1 - For everything there is a 
season…then the same leaves were used by the children to create wonderful turkeys to 
“Gobble up God’s Blessings.” 

Thanks to the generosity of your grant, I have no more blisters or Bandaids on my fingers. I’m 
not up all night cutting out projects. And my advice 
to the next new teacher will be – buy a Cricut! 

Joyce Shima 
Teacher 
Mt Calvary Preschool 
Polson 

Thanks to the generous grant we received from the Montana District School 
Fund, First Lutheran Preschool in Missoula was able to purchase six educational 
theme boxes to enrich our educational program.  Some of the theme boxes we 
received were about Farms, Seasons & Weather, Five Senses and Community 
& Careers.  The children really enjoy the hands on experience.  The boxes in-
clude many ideas for vocabulary enrichment, math, manipulatives and lots of 
wonderful ideas for teaching about each theme.  We are so thankful for this won-
derful gift. 

 

Pictured above is Leah Klemp, the 2-Day teacher.  She is teaching her children 
about our 5 senses and using one of the education theme boxes we received.   

Montana District School Fund Grant Thank-You’s 

 

Mt Calvary Preschool, Polson, MT 

 
First Lutheran Preschool, Missoula, MT 

                                                        Submitted by Linnea Stiff, Lead Teacher 

More examples of the 
artwork that Joyce 
Shima creates to en-
hance her preschool 
classroom at Mt. Cal-
vary. 

An enlarged example 
showing the detail that 
can be created with a 
Cricut machine. 


