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What Happens After Legalized 
Assisted Suicide 

Montana Lutherans For Life workshop 
September 21 – 22, 2012 

First Lutheran Church  2231 Broadway  Helena, MT. 
Contact information:  

Helen Lewis, 406-727-7672  or  Ruth Stelter, 406-443-6380 
Speakers 

Charles J. Bentz, MD, FACP is the President of Physicians for Compassion and Care Education     
Foundation. He is a general internist in private practice at the Fanno Creek Clinic in Portland, Ore-
gon and has a hospital practice at Providence | St. Vincent Hospital Medical Center, where he  
authored a "Palliative and End of Life Care" curriculum. Dr. Bentz also serves as the Medical Direc-
tor of the Pacific University School of Physician Assistant Studies. 

 
Rev. Terry Forke is President of the Montana District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  
He received a BA in 1979 from Concordia College, Ann Arbor, Michigan.  In 1983 he received a 
Masters of Divinity from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and in 1989 a Masters of Sacred Theology 
from the same institution.  Terry has served his entire pastoral career in Montana.  In 2006 he was 
elected President of the Montana District.  Terry has been active in Lutherans for Life, a pro-life 
organization, for 28 years, serving as president from 2001-2009.   

 
Bradley Williams is with Montanans Against Assisted Suicide 

 
    Workshop Schedule 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

6:00pm  Light dinner  -register/meet and greet 
7:00pm  Bradley Williams (MAAS) with 

  Montana legislators  

8:00pm  Devotion led by Rev. Terry Forke   
   (Montana District President) 

 

Saturday, September 22, 2012 

 

8:00am  Light breakfast  - register/ meet and greet 

9:00am  Bible study with Rev. Terry Forke 
10:00am  Break 

 

10:15am  Presentation by Dr. Charles Bentz (PCCEF) 
11:15am  Q and A with Dr. Bentz 

11:45am  Lunch 

12:30pm  Presentation by Dr. Charles Bentz 
1:30pm  Q and A with Dr. Bentz 

1:45pm  Break 

 

2:00pm  Bradley Williams with Montana legislators 

2:45pm  Biblical application Rev. Terry Forke 

3:15pm  Closing with Rev. Terry Forke 

 

Cost  -  Free will offering for meals 

RSVP  -   to help with meal planning 
If  registering online, please include  “LFL workshop registration” in the subject line 

 

Ruth Stelter  406 443 6380 
ruthquale@juno.com 

Helen Lewis  406 727 7672 

pahk725@yahoo.com 

During the recent Summer Olympics the head-
lines were replete with stories about heroes.  
One after another, gold medal winners were 
lauded as “heroes” of their nations and afforded 
a “heroes’ welcome” when they returned home.  
While it is true that those who compete on that 
level are astounding athletes and that their per-
formances were inspiring, the application of the 
word “hero” is revealing.  This is not the way we 
used to think of heroes.  The classical use of the 
term usually involves a number of characteris-
tics: 1. In the face of danger and adversity, 2. 
from a position of weakness, 3. the hero dis-
plays strength and courage, 4. and willingness 
for self-sacrifice, 5. to save someone else, 6. 
while living a life of moral excellence.  
 
It is almost as if the nations support the Olympic 
games every four, (now two) years as a world-
wide audition for heroes.  Never mind if the 
definition of hero has been reduced to someone 
with an inspiring back story.  We like gold med-
als.  We like our national anthem being played 
while others wait in the wings.  We like winners.  
We don’t care if these are the kind of heroes 
who cannot really save us.  We will take what 
we can get.  
 
Or perhaps it is simply that these athletes offer 
the only kind of salvation we are willing to sub-
mit to.  This kind of salvation does not involve 
repentance and absolution.  It does not require 
any introspection or sacrifice.  It is a win-win 
situation.  If my athlete hero is a winner then I 
am a winner.  I can be saved from my life of 
desperate immodesty simply by standing on the 
podium with my hero.  When someone declares 
an athlete to be his hero today he does not at all 
mean that he desires to sacrifice himself in or-
der to save someone else while displaying moral 
excellence.   
 
 
 
 

Instead, his fondest wish is that by donning the 
jersey of the legend, and striking the pose some-
one else might think that he is Usain Bolt.  
 
There is one true hero.  Beside Him all other 
heroes pale in significance.  “The Lord is exalted, 
for he dwells on high; he will fill Zion with justice 
and righteousness, and he will be the stability of 
your times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, 
and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is Zi-
on’s treasure.  Behold, their heroes cry in the 
streets; the envoys of peace weep bitter-
ly.”  (Isaiah 33:5-7)   It seems that the world has 
always tried to create its own heroes, while 
rejecting the One whom God sent to bring the 
kind of salvation that would last.   
 
Jesus is the one who faced the danger of sin by 
taking on the weakness of our mortal flesh.  He 
displayed strength and courage while sacrificing 
Himself to save the world and yet maintained a 
life without sin.  Jesus is our true hero.  He is the 
only true hero.  
 
Yet Jesus is not the kind of hero you can expect 
to see chatting up with Jay Leno.  We do not 
worship this hero by purchasing his T-shirt.  The 
benefits of Jesus’ heroic deeds do not come to 
us by our ability to mimic Him.  Rather, we re-
ceive them as gifts from His hand by faith in Him 
as Savior.  These gifts are not the gold medals of 
athletic heroes whose records are made to be 
broken by the next legend.  The gifts that Jesus 
gives last to eternity.  They are life and salva-
tion.  Let’s not begrudge the inspiring stories 
and the hard work of the Olympians.  But since 
they cannot save us let’s not try to turn them 
into heroes.  Instead, let us look to Jesus our 
true Savior. Through faith in Jesus we have sal-
vation and joy.  
 
 
 

In Search of a Hero 

Rev. Terry Forke, District President 

mailto:ruthquale@juno.com
mailto:pahk725@yahoo.com
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Rev. Noah Fremer was ordained and installed on  July 22, 2012 at Zion in 
Power, MT. He will also be serving St. John, Fairfield. Pictured left to right are  
Rev. Robert Weishoff, Rev. Arnold Fischer, Rev. Rev.  Terry Forke, Rev. Joseph 
Fremer (Noah’s father), Rev. Noah Fremer,  Rev.Gerald Paul, Rev. Eric Stinnett, 
Rev. Mark Schultz, and Rev. Wade Harr.   At right is Rev. Fremer and his wife, 
Mary. 

CALENDAR 

 September  7-8     Planning Meeting, Trinity, Gt Falls 

    21-22  LWML Fort Peck Retreat 

    21-22  LFL Workshop, First Lutheran, Helena 

    28-29  LWML Cane Ridge West in Lincoln 

    21-26  Council of Presidents, St. Louis 

    29      Early Childhood Conf., Trinity,  

              Great Falls 

 October     1-5     Mercy trip to Minot 

     8       Board of Directors, Billings 

   12-14  Pastor’s Wives  Retreat, Billings 

   17-19  Pastors Conference—MT Olive 

     28     Reformation Day (observed) 

     31    Reformation Day 

     

 

  LCMS launches ‘Free to Be Faithful’ awareness campaign 
 

In response to increasing intrusions by government into the realm of the church, this 
month the LCMS is launching “Religious Liberty: Free to Be Faithful,” an education and aware-
ness campaign aimed at inspiring LCMS rostered members and laity to take informed action to 
protect the freedom of religion. 

“We are committed to working to ensure that we remain free to practice the teachings of 
our faith and that we retain our rights of conscience,” said LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 
Harrison. “Freedom of religion extends beyond the practice of our faith in houses of worship. 
We must be free to put our faith into action in the public square and, in response to Christ’s call, 
demonstrate His mercy through our love and compassion for all people.” 

The goals of the campaign are to provide clarity about the church’s role in matters of Chris-
tian citizenship and impress upon elected representatives the vital nature of protecting First 
Amendment rights for all religious organizations — not just houses of worship — so that they 
are free to operate according to their religious beliefs. 

Harrison said that “the immediate focus of the campaign is to provide educational materials 
prepared from an LCMS perspective that our members can use and share so they are equipped 
to participate in the electoral process and make informed decisions at the polls in November.” 

Beginning later in September, educational resources available online will include a Bible 
study and bulletin insert, articles and commentaries, a sample advocacy letter and additional 
materials. 

The LCMS “Religious Liberty: Free to Be Faithful” campaign was conceived following the 
June 28 U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA), because the law includes a provision requiring certain religious employers to cover 
abortion-inducing contraceptives in their health plans. The so-called “birth-control mandate” 
became effective Aug. 1.  

“Although the LCMS has no official position on the PPACA in its entirety, we regard the 
requirement to comply with the birth-control mandate, a provision of the law, as an infringe-
ment on religious liberties,” Harrison said.  “The birth-control mandate runs counter to the bibli-
cal truth of the sanctity of human life and creates a conflict of conscience for religious employers 
and insurers, who face steep penalties for non-compliance based upon their religious convic-
tions.”   

Harrison spoke in defense of religious liberty and conscience before the House Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee in a Capitol Hill hearing in Washing-ton, D.C., Feb. 16. (See 
stories at reporter.lcms.org/?19664 and reporter.lcms.org/?19660.)  

On Feb. 21, the LCMS Council of Presidents adopted without dissenting voice a resolution 
asserting that it “stands with” and “commends” the LCMS president for his statements regarding 
the HHS mandate and his appearance before Congress.  

In a statement prepared with that resolution, the COP reiterated that it stands united “in 
full support” of Harrison’s testimony as well as with “all citizens of the United States – Catholic, 
Orthodox, Protestant, other Christians, as well as members of other faiths – in defense of reli-
gious liberty and freedom of conscience for individuals and institutions.” (For a full story about 
this, go to reporter.lcms.org/?19694.) 

Numerous LCMS district conventions this year adopted resolutions supporting Harrison’s 
and others’ (including the Roman Catholics’) stance on the issue. 

Also, Harrison authored “Free Exercise of Religion: Putting Beliefs into Practice,” an open 
letter issued June 21 to all Americans, voicing opposition to the birth-control mandate.  Twenty-
four religious leaders joined Harrison in signing the letter, which is on the LCMS president’s 
office Web page at lcms.org/president. 

To learn more about the “Religious Liberty: Free to Be Faithful” campaign and to download 
resources, call 888-843-5267 or visit lcms.org/freetobefaithful after Sept. 1. 
New LHM documentary  

In a related action, Lutheran Hour Ministries has produced “The Intersection of Church & 
State,” an hour-long documentary that explores the meaning and significance of “the separation 
of church and state.” (See ad on Page 6.) Hosted by “The Lutheran Hour” Speaker Rev. Gregory 
Seltz, the program features commentary from Harrison, LCMS Chief Mission Officer Rev. Gregory 
K. Williamson and other religious leaders, politicians and historians.  

Promotional materials state that the documentary “will show how a sound biblical under-
standing of Scripture underscores the powerful benefits available to church, state and citizenry 
when a healthy and cooperative relationship exists between church and state.” 

The program will debut Sept. 30 on Fox Business Network as paid programming at 5 p.m. 
Eastern Time. Check listings for local times. Also, information about future airings on other net-
works and local stations as it becomes available will be posted at intersection-
ofchurchandstate.com. 

 
Vicki J. Biggs is director, Integrated Communications, for the Synod. 
http://reporter.lcms.org 
  

       Lutheran Malaria Initiative 

 
The Lutheran Malaria Initiative is a 
program that The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod agreed to undertake in 
order to help those who suffer as a 
result of this devastating disease.  The 
Montana District launched its partici-
pation in the program in the spring of 
2012.  As of this date congregations 
and individuals of the Montana District 
have contributed $18,184.  That is 
wonderful.  However, only 15 of our 
67 congregations have participated.  I 
would like to again encourage all of 
our congregations to participate.  If 
the remaining 52 congregations each 
contributed only $200 we would have 
another $10,000 and would be very 
close to our $30,000 goal.  Please keep 
this important 
service of hu-

Rev. Kyle Castens, Admissions Officer for Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, will be in  Montana in September 
to discuss preparation for the pastoral ministry and deaconess studies.  Scheduled stops are: 
9/11—First Lutheran, Missoula, & First Lutheran, Bozeman 
9/12—Trinity, Billings, & First Lutheran, Helena 
9/13—Peace, Great Falls, & Trinity, Kalispell 
For more information and times, please contact the individual church offices listed above. 
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July 23, 2012 Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

The treasurer reported that congregational giving to the District is slightly up from last 
year on the same date.  The final report from the audit conducted in March will be ready 
next month.   Regarding the call to a Missionary-at-Large for Livingston/Big Timber, a 
Candidate was chosen. President Forke reviewed a summary of the resolutions passed at 
the 2012 MT. District Convention.  Church Worker Scholarship Grants (total amount $ 
45, 238.71) were awarded to 12 Montana District students according to District policy.  
$5833.26 was awarded in School grants. The next Board of Directors meeting will be Oct. 
8, 2012 in the District Office. 

Vacation Bible School 2012 
was a success at Holy Cross Lutheran in Seeley Lake.  Every Wednesday morning dur-
ing the summer neighborhood children learned of their Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  The weather was so nice that they had classes outside.  Many thanks to 
Shauna and all who made VBS a blessing to so many in the Seeley Lake area.  

                                      Fall Mission Trip 

Come and join us for an exciting week serving orphans in Mexico. Over the last 6 years, First Lu-
theran Church in Missoula has made 20 trips to Imuris, Sonora Mexico (about 50 miles south of 
Nogales, AZ) to do mission work at Casa de Elizabeth Orphanage. The next trip to Casa de Elizabeth 
is scheduled for September 14th-21st. We will be flying out of Missoula late Friday afternoon on 
the 14th and returning to Missoula around noon on the 21st. The cost is $595 per person and in-
cludes your airfare, food, lodging, transportation and trip insurance. 

On this trip we will be doing some maintenance items at Casa and Kid's Kingdom orphanages in 
Imuris. Included in our project list is to begin construction of a simple concrete block home for a 
family in Imuris that we met through our work at the orphanage. We also hope to be able to do 
some interior painting at a group home for abused children in Nogales. We will host a swim party 
and barbeque for the children, take the youngest kids to a nearby town for a pizza party as well as 
hang out and play with the kids during the week. We have daily devotions and prayer time as we 
grow in our faith walk sharing the love of Christ through our work projects and time spent with the 
children. 

In order to get the best prices on our airfare we need to order our tickets early. Please let us know 
if you'd like to join us (a $200 deposit reserves your spot)-space is limited to only 14 missionaries. 
For more information and a brochure, please call or email; Pastor Mark Christensen @ 239-7642 or 
pastormarkchristensen@gmail.com or Angela Johnson @ 244-2360. If you are unable to make this 
trip, we also have trips scheduled for January 11-18, 2013 and May 3-10, 2013-feel free to contact 
us about those trips as well. 

“Amazing Desert Journey: Where Jesus Leads Us Home” 

More than 18 children, teachers, and helpers attended Messiah Lutheran’s (Missoula) VBS in 
June. Pictured above are some of the VBS campers with pillows they made that are decorated with 
footprints forming a cross and the words: “Jesus Guide All My Journeys”.  Back row (l –r): Lucia 
Hasselbrook, Silas Hasselbrook, Athan Hasselbrook, Steve Wallace, Preus Hasselbrook; Second 
row down: Simeon Hasselbrook, Cyprian Hasselbrook, Sam Kirschenmann;  Third row down:  Joe 
Kirschenmann, Bella Murray, Adler, Taylor Wallace, Danika Rambur, Sarah Ratz; Center Bottom: 
Gracie Harvey. 

The newest congregation in the Montana District, Shepherd of The Valley Lutheran Church, in 
Thompson Falls, MT was received into the LCMS at the Montana District Convention. Pictured above is 
the congregation in Worship at the Senior Center.  Below left is David Burkhardt, Head Elder, in front 
of the Altar and Chancel area.  Shepherd of The Valley will receive her vacancy pastor, Rev. D. Simon-
son, August 26th.  We keep this new congregation in our prayers and pray they receive a permanent 
pastor in the near future.  God has truly blessed this congregation! Thanks be to Him! 
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New Faces, Helping Hands Serve Small 

Montana Congregation   

Written by Kim Plummer Krull 

 Many congregations see a dip in at-

tendance during the summer months, but Zion 

Lutheran Church in St. Ignatius, Mont., is enjoy-

ing new faces in the pews and much needed 

helping hands as the church builds an addition to 

improve accessibility. 

 “The Laborers have certainly added 

voices to our worship and fellowship,” said the 

Rev. Kyle Whaley, Zion’s pastor. “It has been 

good to have experience from other areas of the 

country which helps our congregation realize the 

importance of outreach.” 

Zion is participating in Laborers For 

Christ, a ministry of the Lutheran Church Exten-

sion Fund (LCEF) that helps LCMS ministries 

to remodel, build or update for optimal efficien-

cy.  More than 160 men and women serve as 

Laborers, sharing their faith while working 

alongside LCMS members.  

Four Laborers couples are serving 

Zion, located in a small town on the Flathead 

Indian reservation in northwestern Montana. 

The congregation is adding 2,200 square feet, 

including a new entry, fellowship hall, kitchen 

and restrooms on the sanctuary level.  

The expansion will be a blessing to a 

congregation with many aging members and 

those with special needs, the pastor said. He also 

expects the addition to enhance outreach.  

“Those who may have foregone com-

ing to church because of accessibility may now 

have more confidence in attending,” Whaley 

said. “I also believe people will just want to 

come to see the new addition whether they are 

members or not.” 

Doug Strohman says Laborers already 

are attracting attention to the church. “When 

we’re in town, we make a point of telling people 

who we are, what we’re doing and why we do 

it,” said Strohman, a retired industrial arts teach-

er from Santa Maria, Calif., who serves as Zi-

on’s project manager.  “Most people are real 

positive and happy we’re here.”  

 

Count David Decker, a member of 

Zion’s two-person building committee, as one 

such person. 

“We’re a small congregation, and a 

few people tend to do most of the work. Espe-

cially in the summer, everyone is stretched thin, 

and Laborers fit in really well,” Decker said of 

the congregation, which has about 40 members. 

The expansion is scheduled to be com-

plete in early October. This is Strohman’s 14th 

Laborers For Christ project and first on an Indi-

an reservation. 

He describes St. Ignatius as “just like 

most small towns.” “We’ve made friends with 

neighbors on both sides of the church,” he said. 

“We’re getting to know the congregation at 

Bible studies and on Saturday evening barbe-

cues. Everyone enjoys a good meal and time to 

socialize.”   

One challenge was building a multi-

leveled wheelchair ramp. Because of the 

church’s limited entry space and a 30-inch in-

cline height requirement to comply with codes, 

the ramp was designed by an architect and built 

in tiers with right angles. 

“Visualize an upside down letter ‘J,’” 

Strohman said. “It’s unique!” 

Along with Strohman’s wife, Barb, 

who is also a rostered Laborer, others serving on 

this Laborers team are: Ron and Marlys Dowell 

of Seeley Lake, Mont.; Joe and Connie Block of 

Hampton, Neb.; and Rollin “Ash”  and Diana 

Ashley, who live full-time in their RV.   

All the couples are based in their RVs 

while working for the congregation.  “We’re 

tucked in pretty tight,” Strohman says with a 

laugh about the vehicles that are parked like 

puzzle pieces next to the church.  

Along with participating in the Labor-

ers For Christ program, Zion also has an LCEF 

loan to help with construction costs.   

Zion also operates a faith-based child 

care center; learn more at lcmsmontana.org. To 

learn more about Laborers, call 800-843-5233 or 

visit lcef.org.  

Laborers work as a crane places laminated beams for the foundation of the 2,200 square foot expan-
sion at Zion Lutheran Church in St. Ignatius, Mont. The addition is expected to be complete in early 
October.  

Zion Lutheran Church in St. Ignatius, Mont., is participating in the Laborers For Christ ministry to 
add an expansion, including a more accessible entry, fellowship hall, kitchen and restrooms. Rais-
ing a wall section are, left to right, Joe Block, Connie Block, Ron Dowell, Doug Strohman, Barb 
Strohman, Dianna Ashley and Rollin "Ash" Ashley. 

Kim Plummer Krull is a freelance writer and 
a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 
Des Peres, Mo. 

Pictured at right is a note to 
Mrs. Clara Schmitt, first LWML 
president, requesting 500 addi-
tional mite boxes for the 
LWML in Power, MT, in 1943.   
The first mission project was to 
construct a chapel for the Deaf 
near Cleveland, OH.   

 

 

 Reprinted from Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Fall, 2012 


