CALENDAR
July 4—Independence Day
Office closed
8—Installation of Rev. Charles Lehmann
Grace, Three Forks, @ 4:00 p .m.

22– Ordination and Installation of
Noah Fremer, Zion Lutheran, Power
at 4:00 p.m.
23- - Board of Directors, Billings

Montana

June 2012

REFLECTIONS

Parish Nurse Report from the District Conference
Submitted by Dianne Thompson, Parish Nurse, MT District

I was privileged to attend the Parish Nurse Leadership Conference in Mequon, WI, on
May 29-30, 2012. The opening devotion, “By the Way”, opened the conference. It was
led by Rev. Richard Thompson, Pastoral Advisor to the Parish Nurse Council.
In the first session, President Marcy Schnoor shared how parish nursing is growing. In
addition to Bethlehem and Finland, the new focus for this year is India. Marcy will travel to India to offer the International Parish Nurse course, both online and in person.
She also reminded attendees that the new Standards of Parish Nursing Practice, 3 rd Edition, are now available.
There was also an excellent and comprehensive presentation on Servant Leadership led
by Karen Hardekopf. Her definition of servant leadership was based on the philosophy
and practice of leadership by Robert Greenleaf. The related power point program focused on following the example of Jesus and related it to current parish nurse practices.
After this, a panel of district representatives shared the joys and blessings of Parish
Nursing. In closing, President Marcy Schnoor encouraged attendees to work towards
growing Parish Nursing.

Pictured above are the Parish Nurse Representatives from the districts of the Synod. Dianne Thompson, Montana District Representative is in the last row, far right
and Dorene Johnson of Salmon, ID is in the back row, 5th from right.
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DRIVING WITH RAINBOWS

Montana District—LCMS
30 Broadwater Avenue
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 259-2908
office@mtdistlcms.org

“I have never seen a rainbow like this. It is a double rainbow long and low. Its
southern foot sets in the mouth of that Paradise valley and its northern foot on the bench
above Livingston. Its colors are brilliant, with a backdrop of dark purple clouds below
and gleaming white thunderheads above.” I was talking to my wife, on the phone, trying
to describe the scene as I drove home from a weekend visit to Butte. This rainbow continued to amaze me. From the moment I first saw it, near the top of the Bozeman pass,
until it faded from view just beyond Big Timber, (about 45 minutes), that rainbow constantly coasted the highway in front of me. For one brief moment the southern foot
stood on the hood of my car. (There was no pot of gold.) I enjoy the beauty of God’s
creation, but this was a spectacle I will never forget. Perhaps you have had a memorable drive with a rainbow.
As beautiful as that rainbow, (or those rainbows, as I am not quite sure how
one counts rainbows), may have been, something more significant than beauty was at
work. I wonder how many Christians have developed the habit to, upon seeing a rainbow, remind themselves of the promises of God. You will recall that God chose this
colorful spectacle to signify the end of a dark night of misery. God used a flood to destroy every living creature from the face of the earth. But, as Noah and his family exited
the ark, God promised that He would never again destroy the world by water. Then He
provided a sign. “When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of flesh.” (Genesis 9:16)
What should be noted in this promise is that the rainbow is a sign that God uses to jog our memory of His memory. God says that He will see the rainbow and remember His promise that “the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh.” (9:15) Since our sin makes us prone to forget, He does the remembering for us.
Of course, those words are spoken to Noah, so the rainbow reminds us that God never
forgets. By His promises the waters of a rainbow become a sign, not of death but of life.
Let’s drive a little further down the road with this rainbow. God’s promise to
Noah is wonderful and inspiring, but it is only the beginning. It is actually a sign of a far
greater promise. “For all the promises of God find their “yes” in Him. (Jesus) That is
why it is through Him that we utter our Amen to God for His glory.” (II Corinthians 1:20)
God’s promises are not isolated by time. They all move in one direction. They all point
to Jesus who fulfills each one as only He could. The promises of God are not only about
physical salvation but about the salvation that the Holy One of God created for us in His
life, death, resurrection, ascension and ultimate return.
Rainbows are not just about breath-taking beauty. They are not even, finally,
about the flood. They are about Jesus. When you see a rainbow you should be reminded that God remembers His promises. He has the power and authority to destroy the
world because of its sinful rebellion. But, He does not destroy because of His promises.
He promised to bring life and salvation through Jesus, the answer to all of His promises.
When I see a rainbow, I am reminded that God remembers to love and forgive us in Jesus.
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Terry Forke, District President

What I Saw at the District Convention
Written by President Terry Forke

What I saw at the Montana District Convention renewed my sense of the good things
that God is doing in and through His Church. We were called together to study His Word
and to work to develop plans for the Church in the Montana District for the next three
years. Under the theme verse, “Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to the
whole creation”, (Mark 16:15), we studied the
entire Gospel. Our intent was to allow God’s
Word to remind us of how He uses us to proclaim the Gospel in our area of influence.
(Above) Delegates & guests enjoy fellowship and the banquet
after finishing their work at the Convention. (Right) Everyone
enjoyed the presence of 2 well-loved sisters in Christ, Martha
Wollenburg and Marge Pullmann.

Above, President Terry Forke addresses the Convention
Delegates. Pictured left is Rev. Dennis Bauer wrapped in
the blanket presented to him by Rev. Dan Jacobs and Bobbi
Schenderline as a thank you and tribute to his many years
of serving the Lord at Circle of Life in Lame Deer and his
dedication to the Indian ministry.

Here are a few of the things I saw that reminded me of God’s goodness toward His people. During the opening service I saw a young father tracing the lines of the liturgy with
his finger so that his daughter could follow along. I saw an “old man” singing the hymns
with gusto. I saw two young Lutherans (4 years) meeting each other for the first time. I
saw two older Lutherans who had been friends in college but had not seen each other for
years renewing their friendship. I saw brothers and sisters in Christ from across the state
meeting new friends and strengthening old ones.

Pictured above are Pastor Raymond Wiegert and Edee Anderson. They were
honored and presented with the Amicus Christi (Friend of Christ) award at the
MT District Convention, held June 11-14,2012. (Above right) Pastor Wiegert and
his wife, Dolores. (Pictured at right) Jerry Rosaleip speaks about Edee Anderson’s faithful years of service at the Red Lodge Youth Camp.
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I saw a brother in Christ come many miles to proclaim the Word of God to us. (Reverend
Daniel Preus, 4th Vice-President) I saw Pastors and lay delegates hearing and discussing
God’s Word, (Gospel of Mark) with fervor and joy. I saw brothers and sisters in Christ
come to the microphones presenting their arguments for or against specific resolutions
articulately, and rationally, without rancor or bitterness.
I saw men and women installed into new offices with the confidence and promise of
God’s strength to accomplish the task. I saw representatives from agencies across the
Synod come to Montana to share with us what God is doing through their service. I
saw laughter and tears. I even saw some dancing. When all these things are put together I saw a picture of a healthy, vibrant Church where the Good News of the Gospel
creates love, joy and peace. I saw God’s people living the life of faith in the confidence
that God will continue to use them to proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation. I
want to say thanks to the people of the Montana District for a great convention.
(Below) President Forke and wife,
Cheryl.. At left is Rev. Ray Larson,
Rev. Bruce & Lois Linderman &
Johanna Stinnett.

(Below) Rev. Ryan Wendt & wife, Sara

Square dance caller Lynn Strobel and his
wife, from Miles City, taught a few basic
moves and soon everyone looked like
pros as they promenaded the night away.
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