Campus Pastor Cycling Across the U.S. to Raise Awareness of Campus Ministry
St. Louis, MO, July 10, 2012—Sunday, July 7, Pastor Kent Pierce led worship at his
home congregation, St. Luke Lutheran Church in Lyndon Station, Wisc. While it’s not unusual for a pastor to serve as a guest preacher on a visit to the church where he was baptized and confirmed, not every pastor rides a bicycle 2,000 miles to do it.
An avid cyclist, Pastor Kent is using a sabbatical leave this summer to ride across the
United States. The coast-to-coast trip has long been a personal dream for him—but it has
become much more than that: it has also provided an opportunity for him to raise awareness and support for the vital ministry and Gospel outreach that take place on college and
university campuses. Along the way he has been able to visit congregations and campus
groups to build relationships and talk about the importance of Lutheran ministry and witness in campus communities.
“We’ve learned that the proportion of students involved in faith-related activities during
their college years is perhaps less than 2 in 10—including students who were active in
church during high school,” Pastor Kent says. “Many are living some of their most formative years without a connection to the body of Christ. The campus is a mission field, and I
can think of nothing more rewarding than sharing the redeeming love of Jesus Christ
there.”
Since hitting the road June 2, Pastor Kent has battled extreme weather, several mountain
passes, a blown tire, an Achilles injury flareup, and a gear shifter breakdown to make it
“home” to Lyndon Station—close to 2,100 miles! Sunday’s worship experience at St. Luke
held a special significance for Pastor Kent—another visitor at the service was Rev. Carl
Selle, who was Kent’s campus pastor during his time as a student at the University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point.
“The support has been really encouraging,” says Pastor Kent. “So many are praying for
us; the encouraging posts on my blog are great to read—and some of our family and
friends have even ridden along with me for awhile! People have also dedicated more than
$7,300 to campus ministry and outreach since my trip began. This is very exciting—
because the more our friends and supporters provide, the more campus ministries we’ll be
able to start or strengthen.
“There’s about half the ride still to go!” says Pastor Kent as he looks ahead to crossing
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts and Connecticut. “By
following my progress on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/pages/LCMSCampus-Ministry/234872823004) or my blog, praying for me, riding alongside
me, and donating to support campus ministry, people with a heart for sharing the
Gospel in campus communities can help me pedal the next 1,500-plus miles with
purpose!”

To learn more about Pastor Kent Pierce or to support Lutheran campus ministry
through his Bike Ride Across America event, visit his blog, http://
campusbikerideusa.org, or lcmscampusministry.org/Bike-Ride-AcrossAmerica.php.
The Lutheran Campus Mission Association (LCMA) , also
known as LCMS Campus Ministry, is a national agency whose
mission is to “equip leaders to make disciples who make disciples on campus.” LCMA is a Recognized Service Organization
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. To learn more, visit
http://lcmscampusministry.org.
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REFLECTIONS
HARRASSED and HELPLESS
Something happens in a man’s mind.
Who knows if it happens suddenly or slowly?
He loses grasp of reality, of himself and of others. For months he plans a murderous deed.
Then one night he musters what passes for the
courage to kill.
Why they were there varied. No
doubt many were there for the thrill of being
the first to see a highly touted movie. Perhaps
others were there to escape the trials of the
day, of life. Some were probably there just
because they thought it would be fun.
After midnight, in a random theater in
Aurora, Colorado, hell broke loose on those
present, on the nation, and on you. No one
should miss the significance of this horrific incident. Twelve people dead, fifty wounded. No
reason, no sense, no purpose, no sanity, chaos
revisited. Every time chaos visits this world, the
author of chaos intends it to disrupt or to prevent the faith of every human being.
You too are affected. You hear it on
the nightly news and you try to create some
semblance of order in the midst of the chaos.
You ask, “Why did this happen? Why didn’t
anyone see it coming? How could he do that?
Why didn’t anyone stop him? Why did they
take their six year old daughter? What does this
mean? Why some and not others? Where was
God?”
The people who survived the truncated showing of “Dark Knight Rises” came out of
that theater harassed and helpless like sheep
without a shepherd. The image is unmistakable,
and we all stand there together. For this reason
there is a possibility that such an event can assist an entire nation to recognize, if not confess,
that this is the consistent state of humans.There
are rare occasions when it is pitifully obvious.
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A tiny window, occasioned by sheer
terror, suffering and death, reminds us that we
are not in control. Where were you on that
night? Were you any safer from the assault of
satan than those in that theater?
We are not capable, by our wisdom or
strength to impose order on chaos. We cannot
craft satisfactory answers to the question of
cold, calculated, but unreasoned murder. There
is only one, who by the power of His Word, can
bring order out of chaos. Our God did that by
sending His Son. Upon seeing the harassed and
helpless human state He promised to send
someone to crush the head of chaos. Jesus
came to demonstrate the compassion of God.
“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” ( Mt 9:36)
The answer to the chaos of evil is the
compassion of Jesus. This is ultimately displayed on the cross. Every time James Holmes
pulled the trigger, the ringing blow of the hammer on the nails could be heard in the background. This in no way diminishes the real
suffering of the hundreds of people directly
impacted by death and injury. But we must be
reminded that the suffering for all sin was visited upon Jesus. On the cross He becomes our
Shepherd. He calls the harassed and helpless to
Him. He washes away our sin and the impact of
others’ sins. By His wounds we are healed.
The window will soon close. New
headlines will appear. The terror of sin will
fade. As a nation, we will regain our sense of
control and deny ever having been harassed and
helpless. But you, dear lambs of God, receive
His compassion in the love of Jesus. You live in
the order of His Word.
Rev. Terry Forke, District President

CALENDAR
August

13-15

Circuit Counselors Retreat

19

Official Visit Thompson Falls

28-30

Lutheran Preaching PracticumParadise

September 7-8

Mayo Clinic Lodging
Will you or someone in your congregation be receiving care at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota? Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester offers their TLCare ministry to out of
town medical guests. We strive to
serve people in many ways such as
prayer support, a homemade meal, a
visit from one of our caring members,
free parking in our lot, a comfortable
place to go between appointments,
and more. An apartment (no cost)
within walking distance of the Mayo
Clinic is also available on a firstcome, first-served basis for LCMS
congregation members. For further
information or to let us know how we
can serve you, please contact
tlcare@trinitylutheranchurch.org or
call (507) 218-1531. Please note the
change in contact information if you
have contacted Trinity previously.
Calls and emails will be answered
within a day or two.

Planning Meeting, Trinity, Gt Falls

21-22 LWML Fort Peck Retreat
28-29 Cane Ridge West in Lincoln
21-26 Council of Presidents, St. Louis

October

29

Early Childhood Conf., Trinity,
Great Falls

1-5

Mercy trip to Minot

8

Board of Directors, Billings

12-14 Pastors’ Wives Retreat, Billings
17-19 Pastors Conference—MT Olive

Express Scripts Update
Walgreens is now accepting Express
Scripts. As a result, all Concordia Health
Plan members, including those with
Medicare supplemental coverage, will
once again be able to use Walgreens as a
network retail pharmacy.

All in the Lutheran family: Pastors will baptize their twin grandsons
Reprinted in part with permission from the Billings Gazette, dated July 14, 2012

Expectant parents Jason and Amy Schleicher had a delicate dilemma on their hands.
When they found out last year that Amy was pregnant with their first child, they had to decide which of
their fathers — both Lutheran pastors — would perform the infant’s baptism. Then, miracle of miracles, the
problem was solved for them. They learned they were having twins.
The brothers, identical twins, were delivered a month early by caesarean section at 6:02 a.m. and 6:04 a.m.
on June 2. Jaden, born first, was 6 pounds, 5 ounces, while Cody was 6 pounds, 10 ounces.
Amy, who was a fourth-grade teacher at Trinity Lutheran School, made it through her last day of classes, on
June 1. She and Jason, who is director of Christian education at Trinity Lutheran Church, were headed to
the eighth-grade graduation when her water broke. “So instead of heading to graduation, we headed to the
hospital,” she said. “This was a double blessing from God,” Jason said. “We’ve been waiting a while for kids,
and it was just fun to see how God’s faithfulness shone through and he sent us two.”
Because their faith is so important in their life, the couple is also excited for their sons to be baptized on
Sunday. It will take place at the 10:30 a.m. service, so members of the congregation will join with their family in the ceremony.
Presiding over the sacrament will be the Rev. John Schleicher, who serves at Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Holland, Mich., and the Rev. Randy Walquist, pastor of Immanuel Lutheran in Albuquerque, N.M.
It’s not the first time the fathers have taken part in a ceremony with their children. Both also were part of a
double wedding in 2003, when Jason married Amy and Jason’s brother Matt married Amy’s sister Kim.
“It’s going to kind of come full circle this weekend that they’re going to both be involved in this service with
the baptism,” Jason said. Jason and Amy always knew they wanted the one father or the other to be involved in the baptism of their first child.
“We love our pastors, but it’s just really nice and personal when we can have our own dads do it,” she said.
“It’s nice we didn’t have to choose. We just have one for one boy and one for the other.”
Amy’s father will baptize Cody and Jason’s will baptize Jaden.
The ceremony itself has special meaning in the lives of the infants, Jason said. It’s the assurance of becoming part of God’s family. “And it’s
the promise of our forgiveness in
Christ,” he said. It’s something that
Amy is glad to share with her family, with the people at Trinity, and
especially with her sons.
“These are blessings that we want
them to have right away,” she said.

INSTALLATION of REV. CHARLES LEHMANN, July 8, 2012
Pictured above, L-R, Rev. Bill Bliese, Rev.Terry Forke,
Rev.Jason Menagh, Rev. Bob Mitchell, Rev. Charles Lehmann,
Rev. Steve Schlund, Rev. Gale Everson & Rev. Sam Grayl. Pictured at right is Rev. Lehmann with his wife, Jen, and daughter,
Elizabeth. Rev. Lehmann is the pastor of Holy Trinity, Belgrade
and Grace, Three Forks.
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Pictured Right—Jason
and Amy Schleicher
hold their twin sons,
Jaden and Cody, in
their nursery.

Read more: http://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/faith-and-values/religion/article_bb2653f5-dcf3-52ac-8343c560913480ff.html#ixzz21dlh4c2h

Crow Lutheran Ministry Update

Founder of Lutheran Heritage Foundation and Former Montana Pastor
Tells His Story

Bit by bit people continue to grow in the Christian faith. That growth seems most apparent
among the youth as a school year comes to an end and catechism class winds up for
another season. Among the members in Crow Agency, three youth finished their catechism studies for confirmation. All three are children of people who became involved in
Crow Lutheran Ministry when they were children. Raeann and Saphara were confirmed
Pentecost Sunday, May 27th. Robert was confirmed on June 10.

“Jesus never fails.” Anyone who’s ever met Rev. Robert Rahn knows that these words
from a wall plaque in his parents’ home are ones he’s lived by.

The Lodge Grass youth group is continuing an abbreviated schedule through the summer.
Past of our study time is reading the Small Catechism in unison. We began reading the
first commandment and have added one item each meeting. Now we read through the
Commandments and meanings, the conclusion of the Commandments and meaning, and
the first two articles of the Creed and meanings. Many times this is when the group is
most focused. Even new youths who are unchurched find the Catechism quite interesting.

“From the beginning, things weren’t exactly going according to my plans,” Rahn recalled. “But working on the Indian reservation off of Hwy 2 was a pleasant preparation for what
the Lord had in store.”

Submitted by Pastor Dan Jacobs

Hannah Linderman and Danny Lerud were united in Holy
Matrimony July 7th at Holy
Trinity Lutheran in Belgrade. The ceremony was
conducted by Hannah's father, Rev. Bruce Linderman.
May our Triune God bless
the bride and groom
with many happy years together in Christ's service
until death parts them. To
God be the glory in uniting
husband and wife in commitment to the Savior.

It was with this confidence in the power of God that Rev. Rahn first founded the Lutheran Heritage Foundation in 1992. Now, he’s written a book about the path God laid out for him,
from his childhood in rural Minnesota through 50 years of ministry in the LCMS, including his first
call in 1961 to Trinity Lutheran Church in Wolf Point, Montana.

The 330-page book also traces the development of LHF, from the exciting but uncertain
days in Russia following the fall of communism, to the present-day challenges and blessings in
Africa and Southeast Asia.
Rahn looks forward to seeing what the future holds for LHF. “As long as the Lord provides health, I will be spending my remaining years in serving the Lord,” he said. “God has opened
many doors, and even though there are those who attempt to shut those doors, God keeps them
open. While the doors are open, it is time to enter.”
Jesus Never Fails is available from LHF for a recommended donation of $10. (All proceeds benefit
the LHF mission.) To order your copy, call (800)554-0723 or send your request by e-mail to info@LHFmissions.org. Jesus Never Fails is also available for download in PDF and e-book formats
on the LHF website: www.LHFmissions.org
Submitted by Megan Bisson, Intern, LHF

&
Colin Wolf was brought into God's
Kingdom through Holy Baptism July
8th at First Lutheran in Bozeman. He
was baptized by his grandfather, Rev.
Bruce Linderman. May our Triune
God bless Colin and family with growing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as
His Savior throughout his life. To God
be the Glory for the gift of faith and
eternal life in Christ by the Grace of
God.

Rev. Rahn distributing materials to children.
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An Interview with Wayne Bousfield
Solo Hike at age 81 to
Benefit First Lutheran Classical School

Wayne Bousfield, age 81, is planning
across the Bob Marshall Wilderness
This 60-mile hike, lasting 7-8 days,
First Lutheran Classical School
through pledges and donations.

a solo hike
in August.
will benefit
(Missoula)

What supplies will you take with you?
A 25-pound pack. A one-man tent, a sleeping bag and pad, freeze-dried food that
I’ll cook in my pot, my camera to take pictures and video, a map, bear spray, a
knife, some first-aid supplies (Band-Aids!), and a fishing rod. I’ll tie my food up in
a tree with two ropes—one to sling over a branch fifteen feet high and one to pull
it out ten feet from the trunk.
Have you ever taken this hike before?
I’m very familiar with the first day and a half of the hike and the last day of the
hike. The rest I haven’t done except 37 years ago in 1975. I went with my two
sons, the youngest being nine, and a friend.
What will be a highlight of the hike for you?
After two days I’ll get to the Chinese Wall. On the third day I’ll cross the wall at
White River Pass on the southern end. It’s the Continental Divide and the elevation is 7580 feet.

Wayne plans to begin his hike on August 2, 2012. He may move up his hike to
the end of July if the fire season is early and there are fires in the region. His
starting point is the Benchmark Trailhead near Augusta. His ending point is Holland Lake.
The exciting part for all of us is that we can follow Wayne’s progress via GPS satellite uplink by SpotLive. Twice a day Wayne will document his position which
can be accessed on the FLCS website at www.flcschool.org. Supporters are urged
to check his progress daily, remembering our brother in prayer as he travels
alone through the magnificent wilderness created by our great God.

What do you consider the most dangerous part of this hike?
Fording the river. I have to cross the south fork of the Flathead River. There isn’t
a pack bridge where I’m crossing. I didn’t think there was, and I checked Google
Maps to make sure. I’ll look for a braided area to cross. If I can’t get across it I’ll
have to go five miles up or downstream to a pack bridge, and that would add a
day to my hike. When I did this in ’75 we carried our gear across first and then
went back for my son. We tied two ropes to my 9-year-old and then my friend
and I carried him across.
What will you do if you run into trouble?
I have a 911 button on my SpotLive that goes to the authorities. I also have a
help button, but you can’t say what kind of trouble you are having.
What was your wife Kathy’s response when you told her about your idea?
She didn’t take a lot of convincing, but I think she was a little surprised.
What are you doing to prepare for this endeavor?
I’m doing some conditioning. I take walks and some hikes.
How did you come up with this idea?
I wanted to do something for the school—it deserves something. We’ve always
supported the school, and this is something I can do. If I was 50 or 60-years-old
there would be no real challenge. This will be a real challenge for me and I’m
hoping people will support the school. And it will be a little personal challenge for
me, too, but that’s not the reason I’m doing it. And going with five or six people
wouldn’t be a challenge for a fundraiser. And I don’t mind being alone.
What role will God play in this endeavor?
God will carry me through. I think it will be hard for me but I don’t think it will
be too much for Him. But who knows? An old codger is going to go through the
Bob again!
Visit www.flcschool.org to view a map and see photographs of the Bob Marshall Wilderness.
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