TRINITY LUTHERAN CLASSICAL SCHOOL
Almost a century ago Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church was founded in Miles City,
Montana, providing the people of Custer County with a distinctively Lutheran Word and
Sacrament ministry. From its humble beginnings the congregation dreamed of one day
also being able to sponsor a Lutheran school. In 1988 that dream began to become a
reality when the congregation opened a preschool. The Lord blessed the preschool with
many dedicated teachers, aids, and volunteers. The preschool grew over the course of
the next 20 years, serving literally hundreds of children. Then in the fall of 2008, the
members of Trinity took another step in faith toward realizing their goal of establishing
an elementary school by beginning a combined K-6th grade classroom. Since that time,
Trinity Lutheran Classical School’s enrollment has increased to the present enrollment
of 65 children; 55 preschool, 8 kindergarten, 1 first grade and 1 fifth grade.
The mission of Trinity Lutheran Classical School is to provide Christ-centered
instruction through a classical curriculum that is challenging, academic, and Bible-based
in a caring and nurturing environment. Classical education builds on a pattern of
learning that is innate in every human being. The technical name for teaching according
to this pattern is called the Trivium, which consists of three phases called the Grammar
phase, the Logic or Dialectic phase, and the Rhetoric or Expressive phase. This
approach cultivates in the students the ability to think broadly, deeply and creatively.
The classical curriculum concentrates on the humanities, is
teacher-directed and is rich in content. Instruction in Latin and Language Arts is
essential to this curriculum. The students are also held to high educational and
behavioral standards.
TLCS’ staff consists of Mrs. Pam Henman, Preschool Teacher, Mrs. Teri Cox, K-6th
Teacher, Jessica Wahl, Preschool Aide, Pastor Howard Schreibeis, Headmaster, and a
whole host of wonderful and dedicated volunteers.
Over the course of school’s history, The Montana District has been a gracious supporter
and vital partner in its educational ministry awarding TLCS many grants. Most recently
the school received $586 for the 2011-2012 school year which was used to purchase
CPH Story Bibles for each of the classrooms as well as books of classical stories and
literature.

National Lutheran Schools Week
March 4 –March 10, 2012
More than 2,300 early childhood centers and preschools are operated by congregations
and Christian day schools within The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. More than
129,000 children, ranging in age from infant/toddler to five years of age, are involved in
these programs. Additionally, our congregations operate 945 elementary schools which
serve 107,000 students. Of these, 700 schools are accredited under the National Lutheran School Accreditation program.
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REFLECTIONS
Our Griefs
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30 Broadwater Avenue
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 259-2908
office@mtdistlcms.org
www.mtdistlcms.org/

If you walk slowly through the concourse of any major airport and listen carefully you
will hear an astounding cross-section of human life. As I walked recently through the St. Louis
airport I overheard snippets of conversation after conversation. Every few steps I would move
through a portal to another life.
“Mommy, Mommy can I have one of these…”
“It will just be you and Staff Sargent Miller…”
“They want to give us market value. That’s insane…”
“Mom will start chemo tomorrow…”
“Did he break the skin?..”
“You know what’s going to happen, don’t you?..”
“No, baby, no. You know I love you…”
“If you change the properties the filter…”
“I’ll send you that thing by Tuesday…”
“It gives Mary permission to show your house…”
“I wouldn’t give it to him if he were the last person…”
I was soon overwhelmed, not so much by the dizzying pace, as by the immensity of the
suffering represented in these stolen exchanges. Life after life weighed down by the cares, the
concerns, the griefs of this sinful world. How do we carry all this sorrow? How do we find the
strength to move on to the next day? I can hear the voices but I cannot see the heart. I do not
know the true condition of each soul but I imagine that many are seeking to bear the burden by
the strength of their own will.
Perhaps you have been there. Most of us sinners seek consolation in our own
strength. That is the predisposition of sin. You have suffered the anguish of wanting more than
you can afford and of not getting what you think you deserve. You have known the gnawing
fear of having a loved one in the military. You have knelt by the bedside of someone with
cancer. You have been confused by relationships that lack the love first promised. You have
wrestled with conflicts between you and co-worker, friend and relative. Like my airport friends,
all of this is in your life too. And all of it you have carried, sometimes without ever
acknowledging it, on your own shoulders.
Then along comes Lent. As if the burdens of carrying these griefs were not enough,
now your Pastor is calling you to repent. He wants to put ashes on your forehead to remind you
of your sin. You may feel like crying out, “Please don’t add one more burden. I’m carrying more
than I can handle. My sins are already on my shoulders, I don’t need them between my eyes.”
If I have just walked through a portal into your life, please, dear lamb of God, hear the
words your Savior speaks to you. This is why He came. “Surely he has borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.” Is 53:4-5
Jesus is adding no burden by calling you to repentance. Quite the opposite, this is a
season of unburdening. As you walk slowly through Lent, each conversation of confession with
your Savior is His lifting of the burden of sin and grief. Now your load is lightened until, on the
day of Easter, you are so free that you fairly fly out of the grave with Him. He has already born
your sin and griefs, defeated them and left them in the tomb. He carries you with Him in the
power of His resurrection. This is your new life. He does not take you out of the grief. He heals
you of its heft so you can live.
Terry Forke, District President
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
MONTANA DISTRICT CONVENTION

March
4-10
5
15-16
18
April
1
6
8
15
27-29
27-5/3
May
6
8-10
11-12

National Lutheran Schools Week
Official Visit– St. John, Deer Lodge
Council Of Presidents—Regional
Meeting in Sioux Falls
Official Visit—Trinity, Great Falls

April 27-29, 2012
Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell

...stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together
as one for the faith of the gospel

Official Visit-Stanford, Denton,
Lewistown
Good Friday
Easter
Official Visit– Mt. Olive, Billings
LWML State ConventionTrinity,
Council of Presidents, St.Louis/FW
Official Visit—St. Mark, Butte
Dual Circuit, Miles City
Board of Directors/Planning Mtgs,
Great Falls

GOAL STATEMENT
On January 21, the congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church, Miles City, helped long-time member
Eva Parks celebrate her 95th birthday (Jan. 23).
Family and friends gathered in the fellowship hall
Excerpt from a Letter of Appreciation to the
congregations of MT. District from Andy &
Kelsey Schlund.
Thank you for your monetary support and
prayers. It is easier to focus on studies when
a financial burden is not hanging over our
heads, and it is wonderful to know that people are praying for us. Your generosity overwhelms us, and we thank God for you every
day. May God continue to bless us all as we
carry out our vocations in His service.

District Schools, Fellowship, & Fun
January 13-14 Trinity Lutheran in Billings and Kalispell met Helena Christian in Helena and competed in grades 7/8 boys and girls basketball. This is the second year in a row for some fun Christian
fellowship. Called teachers from both schools met and enjoyed their time together. Principals Topp
and Thomas even had some time to discuss educational items. This event has been in the works
for a long time. The parents and students want to say a big thank you to Mr. Topp and Mr. Loomans
for making this a reality.

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, I courageously and enthusiastically share the saving message of salvation in Jesus Christ found only in God’s Word.
Bible Study - Guest Speakers - Worship - Fellowship


Bible Studies will be based on Philippians 1:27, the convention theme.



Guest speakers will include Gary Thies, Mission Central - Mapleton, Iowa; Marilyn
McClure, Int’l LWML V.P. of Gospel Outreach; Jason Schleicher, DCE Trinity,
Billings…Manitoba VBS; Young Woman Representatives to the 2011 Peoria
Convention and more.



Banner processional and convention choir will be part of the worship services.



There will be time for visiting, walking, singing, and shopping for LWML & CPH
merchandise.

Registration Fees
Early Registration (includes Fri. supper, Sat. lunch and banquet) $65.00
Early Registration (includes Sat. lunch and banquet) $60.00
Registration, received after April 6, 2012 (includes Fri. & Sat. meals) $75.00
Registration, received after April 6, 2012 (includes Sat. meals) $70.00
Banquet only at the Red Lion Hotel (NONREFUNDABLE) $27.00
Saturday a.m. (includes lunch) $20.00
Saturday p.m. (includes lunch) $20.00

Special Convention Information available from your LWML Society.
Or request registration forms from Kim Just: justfam@gmail.com
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Editor’s note: Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison testified before the House Committee on Oversight and Government Relations on Thurs., Feb. 16th to discuss the recent U.S. Health & Human Services ruling regarding
contraceptives. This letter is Rev. Harrison’s response to President Obama’s subsequent health plan
“accommodation “ for religious groups.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Sunday February 5th Kristal Eblen was confirmed into
Communicant Membership at Holy Trinity Lutheran in Belgrade, MT. (above) The same day, Cooper Fallang was
brought into God's Kingdom through infant baptism and
her mom Kasey Fallang was confirmed at Grace Lutheran
in Three Forks, MT. (left)

Holy Trinity Lutheran Belgrade quilters making quilts
for Lutheran World Relief. They have 25 quilts
made so far in just two
weeks. Way to go ladies!
Thanks to Rev. Linderman for all the pictures
he has sent to the Reflections.

In response to President Obama’s announcement Friday concerning an “accommodation” to a
previous mandate that health plans must cover all forms of birth control (even those that can kill
the unborn), The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) remains deeply concerned. We
strongly object to the use of drugs and procedures that are used to take the lives of unborn children, who are persons in the sight of God from the time of conception. Drugs such as “Plan B”
and “Ella,” which are still included in the mandate, can work post-conception to cause the death
of the developing child, so don’t be fooled by statements to the contrary.
We see President Obama’s action Friday as significant, in that it appears to have been prompted
by the many voices united in concern over an infringement of our religious liberties. But the
“accommodation” did not expand the exemption for religious employers, nor did it restrict the
mandate in any way. It simply described a temporary enforcement delay and a possible future
change—a change that, unfortunately, would not adequately protect religious freedom or unborn
lives.
We remain opposed to this mandate because it runs counter to the biblical truth of the sanctity of
human life. We are committed to working to ensure that we remain free to practice the teachings
of our faith, that our religious rights are not violated, and that our rights of conscience are retained. Freedom of religion extends beyond the practice of our faith in houses of worship. We
must be free to put our faith into action in the public square, and, in response to Christ’s call,
demonstrate His mercy through our love and compassion for all people according to the clear
mandate of Holy Scripture.

Israel – Jordan Tour October 15-25, 2012
Led by Rev. Darold Reiner, The Church at Creston-Lutheran
Well one more time! The Lord is giving us the health to do it once again. We have led many tours
over the years Our itinerary is all set for October 15-25, 2012. This fantastic tour will not only
include Masada, Caesarea Philippi, Mt of Beatitudes, Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum,
Nazareth, the Jesus Boat, Jordan River, Caesarea, Jezreel Valley, Mt of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Mt Zion, David’s Town, Jerusalem, Temple site, Temple tunnel, Israel Museum, the Empty
Tomb, etc which are all Israel sites, but this tour will also include the many sites in Jordan, such as
Jerash, Mt Nebo, where God showed Moses the promised land, Petra, one of the Seven Wonders
of the World, and driving in our AC Bus through the land (Jordan) the Israelites walked on their
way to the Promised Land.
Another extra for this trip is that we have planned this tour so that we can spend more time in
Bethlehem which includes a more complete tour of the Lutheran Church in Bethlehem. They are
doing amazing Gospel outreach among the many Muslims living there.
Each evening we will gather together for a Bible study where we will discuss what we saw that day
as well as prepare ourselves for what we will see on the morrow. So this is more than a sightseeing tour, it is a teaching tour. Contact me at reiner@centurytel.net or 752-1205 for a brochure
and details.
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The government has overstepped its bounds. This controversy is not merely about “birth control”
and the Catholic Church’s views about it. It’s about mandating that we provide medications which
kill life in the womb. And moreover, and perhaps even more ominous, it is about an overzealous
government forcing coercive provisions that violate the consciences and rights of its citizens. We
can no longer expect a favored position for Christianity in this country. But we can, as citizens of
this great nation, fight for constitutional sanity against secularizing forces. As we have vividly experienced in discriminatory state legislation with respect to homosexual adoption, we, and our
institutions (and those of other religious citizens of good will), are being robbed of the right to the
free exercise of religion absent government intrusion or threat. The next assault will come upon
church-related retirement facilities. How much longer will it be legal in this country to believe and
act according to the dictates of biblical and creedal Christianity?
Jesus bids us, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are
God's” (Mark 12:17). We will pray for and support our government where we can, but our consciences and lives belong to God.

In His peace,

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison
President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Montana LCMS Prison Ministry 2012 Events

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Anaconda, Montana
LCEF Million Dollar Congregation Award Recipient
January 2012

Montana Prison Ministry Team leader, Rev. Jay Reinke, Trinity, Williston, travelled to
Montana State Prison in Deer Lodge February 3 & 4 for a Christ Crucified Christian Education
Retreat. He was joined at MSP by Rev. Robert Mitchell, St. John, Deer Lodge; Rev. Ray Larson,
Stevensville; and Rev. Mark Christensen, First, Missoula. Wade Murphy, Deer Lodge and Shari
Riggs, Superior also attended as Lay Support persons. Similar events took place on February 1011 at Crossroads Correctional Facility in Shelby and February 24-25 at Montana Women’s Prison
in Billings.
The 15 MSP retreat participants are residents of the MSP Work Release Center Unit.
They are men who have earned by their good behavior, the right to live and work outside the
fenced confines of the prison. These work programs include a cattle ranch, Crop farming, Dairy,
Prison Warehouse, Food Factory and Property and Road Maintenance. Jerry Roseleip, St. John,
Deer Lodge, a supervisor at the MCE Dairy, served as staff sponsor and lay participant for the
event.
Pastor Reinke led the inmates in Bible verse memory exercises, as well as singing of
both traditional hymns and other Bible teaching songs. His lesson was centered around how
Christ’s righteousness, death and resurrection work together for the salvation of the world; as
well as teaching a study on the Proper distinction of Law and Gospel.
Pastor Mitchell conducted a Bible Study on Romans Chapter 3. Pastor Larson’s topic
was a study on how our sins, as well as Sin in general, acts to separate us from God. Pastor
Christensen presented a study on the parables of the Lost Coin, the Lost Sheep and the Prodigal
Son.
A packet of materials which included hymns and songs, Bible reading guides, copies of
the 6 Chief Parts of the Small Catechism, as well as a service of responsive prayer, was left with
each inmate for their use. Pastor Reinke led all participants in a short service of Confession and
Absolution as a closing devotion of the event.
Rev. Reinke and Rev. Mark Schultz presented at the Shelby retreat, and Rick Shaw was
the Lay Participant. The Retreat went well, with 19-29 inmates participating over 2 days
Thanks to Rev. Reinke for leading the Retreats and to the Pastors and Lay Participants
for ministering to those in prison.
Submitted by Jerry Roseleip,
MSP Event Sponsor
St. John, Deer Lodge
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Redeemer Lutheran Church, Anaconda, Montana was formally recognized and presented
with an LCEF award plaque, and taken out for
breakfast by Jeff Snyder (Montana LCEF vice
president), and Steve Hildenburg (Montana
District Treasurer), in acknowledgment for their
outstanding investment achievements with the
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF). None
of the Redeemer members could make the trip
to Raleigh, NC to attend the November 2011
LCEF Leadership Conference where Redeemer
Anaconda along with several other LCMS congregations were recognized as LCEF Million
Dollar congregations. This means that Redeemer reached the $1 million dollar (or more) mark
in Church Extension Fund investments with at
least 10% of their membership invested as well.
What sets this congregation apart from the
others is the fact that a lot of ministry can come
from the smallest community of LCEF investors.

Redeemer Lutheran in Anaconda is truly
“Making a Difference” by placing their faith and
investments with LCEF to help build schools and
churches and support the ministry of the LCMS.
When asked how the members got started in
placing their investments with LCEF, President
of the congregation Gary Donahue replied “I got
started with LCEF years ago when I was informed by a fellow church member that the
church could get a reduced interest on their
LCEF building loan if a percentage of the congregation invested with LCEF. I invested and have
continued to support LCEF with my investments
over the years.” Gary and his wife Cathy, along
with his brother Pat and father Joe make up
almost half of the Redeemer Anaconda congregation. This small rural Montana congregation
has been blessed with faithful stewards that
understand and support the mission of the
LCMS and LCEF.
Submitted by Steve Hildenburg,
District Treasurer

Redeemer Lutheran Church members receiving LCEF Investment Recognition Plaque on January 22, 2012
Front Row (left to right): Caron Swendsen, Herb Hunze, Cathy Donahue, Joe Donahue, Pat Donahue
Back Row (left to right): Anna Doemel, Steve Hildenburg (Montana District Treasurer), Jeff Snyder (Montana
District LCEF Vice President), Gary Donahue
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