As Horn of Africa Crisis Deepens,
Lutheran World Relief Boosts Response
Baltimore, August 16, 2011 — As the number of people in danger of starvation
continues to increase in East Africa, Lutheran World Relief is working with partners on the ground to carry out an immediate and long-term crisis response.
“With more than 12 million people now at risk of starvation, LWR and partners
are acting now to reach people in need,” says LWR president John Nunes.
The worst drought in 60 years has taken hold in Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia and
Djibouti, sending millions of people to the brink of starvation. Last week, the
United Nations declared famine in two additional regions of Somalia, bringing
the number of regions experiencing famine,
In Kenya, more than 1,500 people a day are arriving at the refugee camps in
Dadaab in dire need of food, water and medical attention. Some have walked
upwards of 15 days to reach the camps.
“The stories we’ve heard from the ground are horrific,” reports Tim McCully,
LWR’s Vice President for International Programs. “We’ve heard that many parents are arriving having buried one or more of their children along the way. People have also had to leave weaker family members behind in order to reach
safety themselves.”
In response to the worsening crisis, LWR and LWF are working to provide water
to vulnerable families living in and around the Dadaab camps as well as distributing non-food items, like baby care items to new mothers.
LWR and LWF are also working in Ethiopia to reach out to drought-stricken
communities through food distributions, supplementary food for young children
and new mothers and tools, seeds and other supplies for farmers to recover
their agricultural livelihoods and food production.
To support a long-term, sustainable development response to the drought in
East Africa, aimed at rebuilding agricultural livelihoods and reducing communities’ vulnerability to future droughts, LWR must raise $3 million by the end of
2011.
“The emergency response to this crisis is so important,” says Nunes. “We are
working to save lives in the face of a dire situation. But that’s only the first step.
To truly end hunger in East Africa, we need to invest in long-term, sustainable
solutions.”
LWR is accepting donations to the East Africa Drought fund online at lwr.org/
donate, by phone at 800.597.5972 or by mail at P.O. Box 17061, Baltimore, MD
8
21298-9832.
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The Shadow of Death
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“Do you live in an igloo?”
“No, Dad. I’m Terry, your oldest son. We still live in our house in Billings.”
Dementia is one of satan’s cruelest schemes. satan seeks to hold us captive through
the fear of death, (Hebrews 2:15). Yet, this dire disease is something more than death…or
something less. It is like living in the shadow of death. Ralph is still with us, but he is sometimes,
inaccessible. My father, whose strong arms carried me to the waters of baptism, who taught me
to trust the Word of God, who for all his faults was a constant testimony of faith, my father
doesn’t always know who I am.
My mother, who has stood by this man through a lot of thick and a lot of thin, for
nearly 57 years is also sometimes a mystery to him. Her suffering is immeasurable. She cries
when she comes to see him in the morning, sitting in his wheelchair, seemingly lost in the bustle
of medicine carts, and nurses, and wheelchairs ferrying other wondering souls to therapies and
showers. She cries when she leaves him in the evening because, though he may not fully
understand why, he feels it as a loss. The shadow of death has engulfed her as well.
My father’s decline into dementia has been somewhat steep, so I have had to make
emergency trips home. We are still in the throes of trying to find a permanent place for him to
stay. I beg your patience as I bare this trouble. I do so because I am quite sure that many of you
have gone through, or will go through the same thing.
The purpose of this crafty and deceitful scheme is to make me fearful. On occasion it
achieves its goal. “Is my dad still in there somewhere?” “Is he suffering?” “Will my mom be able
to bear up under the stress?” “Why can’t we find the perfect place for him?” “Am I doing
enough to help?” And the most fearful of all, “Will I end up in the same condition?” The shadow
is wide, and deep, and dark.
The Psalmist has been here too. He writes about it in Psalm 23. He writes as one who
has experienced the incapacitating blow of the shadow. Yet, he writes in the confidence of faith.
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with
me. Your rod and Your staff they comfort me.”
We should be mindful that these words were also useful to our Savior. A shadow fell
across Golgotha on that fateful afternoon. The sun was darkened at the prospect of the death of
the Son of God. Even Jesus experienced the shadow of death. He came to defeat it. The glory of
His resurrection drives away the darkness and brings life and immortality to light.
If you are walking through this shadow for yourself or with someone you love, you are
not alone, and neither is the one you love. Your Savior is with you both as your Good Shepherd.
He has the tools to protect you from the fear of evil. Here alone is your comfort, your Savior is
walking with you and will, someday, drive away all the shadows and bring all things to His light.

Rev. Terry Forke, President
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Calendar of Events
August
27
28

Dr. Paul Maier Seminar, St. John, Laurel
Ordination and Installation: David Preus,
Mount Olive, Billings 4:00 p.m.

September
9-10

Committee Planning Meeting: Trinity, Great Falls

17-20

Council of Presidents: St. L0ouis

20-22

Conference for National Mission Planning

24

Lutheran Free Conference; Peace, Great Falls

30-10/1 Early Childhood Conference; Trinity, Great Falls
October
2

OV: Peace, Great Falls

7-9

Pastor’s Wives Retreat; Helena

11-13

District Pastors Conference; Peace, Great Falls

16

OV: Colstrip

17

Board of Directors, Billings

31

Reformation

American family photos typically feature a mother, father, and the children of their 
marriage. But today, instead of perfect family portraits like the Huxtables and Beavers,
many modern families resemble the Brady Bunch and the Kardashians.
Over 30 million children live with a stepparent in what many call blended families. Alt
hough each family has a unique set of circumstances, everyone faces similar challeng
es. Where should you live? Should you change your children’s last names? What about
in-laws? Should you have more babies? Who disciplines whom?
The new book, We’re Not Blended, We’re Pureed, asks if two families can ever learn to
cohabitate in peace. With the help of God, the answer is yes.

Lutheran Free Conference on Church-State Relations
September 24, 2011
Peace Lutheran Church, Great Falls
Citizens of the United States have the motto of
a “wall of separation between Church and
State” emblazoned in their consciousness.
Most people can quote it but very few people
actually understand what it means, let alone
have considered whether it is a legitimate way
to talk about Church-State relations. How does
God work in the Church? How does God work
in the State? Isn’t He omnipotent, sovereign,
omniscient?
The revolutions in the Arab parts of the world
this spring and summer create another set of
questions. Are there differences between the
way Christians understand Church-State rela
tions and the way other religions understand
them? What impact will a Muslim understand
ing of the State have on the government of the
United States?

Stepparent Survival Skills 101

What about the life of the individual Christian?
Is it acceptable for a Christian to serve in the
military, hold elected office, vote, lobby or
protest? Is being a citizen of a nation a Godpleasing vocation?
These and many others are questions
that will be discussed at the Lutheran Free
Conference to be held on September 24, 2011
at Peace Lutheran Church. This conference will
consist of Pastors of the Montana District LCMS
presenting papers on the topic and then lead
ing discussions with the audience. Lutherans
of all persuasions from across the state of
Montana have been invited to attend. The
conference will begin at 8 and end at 3. This is
a lively and relevant topic and will undoubtedly
benefit your life of faith. Please consider
attending.
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Visit cph.org to learn more or call 1.800.325.3040 to order your copy today.

Will you or someone in your congregation be receiving care at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota? Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester
offers their TLCare ministry to out of town medical guests. We strive to
serve people in many ways such as prayer support, a homemade meal,
a visit from one of our caring members, free parking in our lot, a comfortable place to go between appointments, and more. An apartment
(no cost) within walking distance of the Mayo Clinic is also available on
a first-come, first-served basis for LCMS congregation members. For
further information or to let us know how we can serve you, please contact Jennifer at jen@trinitylutheranchurch.org (507-292-0439) or Pastor
Otte at pastorotte@trinitylutheranchurch.org (507-289-1531).

Welcome Betty Bagley
The new Administrative Assistant in the District office is Betty Bagley. She and her
husband, Don, and son, Jeff, made a timely move to Billings from Missoula just as
Andrea Schultz was leaving. She is ready and willing to help with your questions.
Her hours will be from 10-3, Monday through Thursday.
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Brought into God’s Kingdom at Holy Trinity Lutheran in Belgrade through Holy Baptism is
Samuel Sessoms on July 10. He is pictured with his parents Dave and Holly and brother
Carter. Holly was confirmed earlier and Carter Baptized. All praise to our God of salvation
for His grace!

Rev. Arnold and Marjory Fischer are celebrating
th
their 50 wedding anniversary on September 11,
2011. They have served many congregations over
the years in MT, WY, SD, and NE. Anyone wishing
to share a card of congratulations or a fond
memory please do so to the following address:
Kristi Beam
th
27310 N. 65 Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85083
th

A 50 Anniversary party is being held at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Great Falls, MT on Sept. 11.

Pastor Tim Richholt, Trinity, Billings, has declined the call
to St. Paul, Medicine Hat, AB.
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Park Timber (front row, center) was ordained and installed on August 14, 2011 at Circle
of Life Lutheran Church in Lame Deer,, MT.
ST. LOUIS—Concordia Semi
nary, St. Louis alumni, spouses,
and widows are cordially invit
ed to attend the annual alumni
reunion, which will be held
June 5-7, 2012, on the Semi
nary campus. The event is
open to graduating classes
from years ending in a “2” or
“7.”
Invitations to the 2012 alumni
reunion will be sent in Febru
ary, which will include a regis
tration form and information
concerning area accommoda
tions. Registration forms will
also be available for download
from the Seminary’s website at
www.csl.edu.
For more information about
the reunion, contact alumni
relations at 314-505‑7370 or
alumni@csl.edu.

On Sunday, September 11, 2011, Dr. Law
rence R. Rast Jr., will be installed as the 16th
president of Concordia Theological Seminary
during the Opening Service for the 166th
academic year.
The service will take place in Kramer Chapel
at 4:00 p.m. and Rev. Matthew C. Harrison,
President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod will serve as preacher.
Dr. Rast follows in a long line of great
churchmen and theologians such
as Wilhelm Sihler, August Cramer, C.F.W.
Walther, Robert Preus and most recently,
Dean Wenthe.

Bridger/Belfry Has New Pastor
Paul Shupe, a candidate from Fort Wayne Theologi
cal Seminary, has accepted a call to serve as Pastor
of dual parish St. Paul, Bridger, and St. John, Belfry.
Installation is tentatively set for September 25th.
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Vacation Bible School Around Montana

First Lutheran, Missoula, Vacation Bible School children with large fish used
during teaching of lesson about Jonah.

July 11-15 there was water, water everywhere at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Ronan,
Montana, where 34 children took part in Lutheran Heritage Foundation's first VBS pro
gram entitled River of Life. While learning about water and God’s plan for salvation, this
VBS also took us around the world to witness how Christ the Living Water is being pro
claimed to people in lands thirsty for the Gospel. Members of St. Paul Lutheran and the
children collected over $400 for LHF's "One Hundred Bible Stories" for the Children of
the Ukraine project. This offering will provide 40 copies of One Hundred Bible Stories
translated in the Ukrainian language.

VBS at Holy
Cross Lutheran
Church in See
ley Lake was
held in August.
Pastor Iverson
led the children
with singing and
stories about
praising our
Lord.
Raindrops to Rainbows was the theme of Vacation Bible School at Peace Lutheran Church in Great Falls this
year from July 18th to 21st. Thirteen children learned Bible Stories in which weather played a part and showed
God’s love and mercy in Jesus Christ. about God’s mercy. Children and staff all received tshirts and enjoyed a
closing picnic together.
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