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The Free Gift 

“Are you a priest?”  I was standing in line at 
the Polson Town Pump after having visited Mt. Calva-
ry congregation.  I was wearing my clerical collar, so I 
looked official.  “Are you a priest,” asked a handsome 
twenty-something looking young man.  I explained 
that I was a Lutheran Pastor and that I had just come 
from the Lutheran Church in town.  Just then it was 
my turn in line, but he stepped in front of me and 
announced, “I want to buy the priest his lunch.”  I 
tried to dissuade him but he said, as much to the clerk 
as to me, “I need to buy your lunch because my sins 
are deep.”  The clerk’s face registered not just a finan-
cial, but a theological concern.  When I responded, 
loud enough for everyone in line to hear, “You can’t 
pay for your sins.  Jesus has already done that,” the 
clerk uttered a deeply satisfied, “Yah.”  

There is, in every sinner, an unrelenting urge 
to pay his own way.  It is part of the curse of sin itself.  
“The sweat of my brow,” we reason, “must be worth 
something.”  We are rarely as blunt as my lavish lunch
-line friend.  Our subtleties are no virtue.  If you can’t 
pay for sins by buying the priest lunch, neither can 
you get ahead by putting money in the collection 
plate, or by being a good parent, spouse, employee or 
neighbor.  We might think all the good things we do 
are worth something, but because we are tainted by 
sin God says that all of our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment.  (Isaiah 64:6) 

Sin is certainly to be paid for, but not with 
our pitiful attempts to appease God’s holy law, much 
less a couple of pieces of Town Pump fried chicken.  
Sin is far more costly.  God saw fit to ransom us from 
our futile ways not with perishable things but with the 
Holy, precious blood of His Son.  This is the price of 
sin.  This is the price that I could not imagine let alone 
muster.  Life for life, Jesus spent His life for ours.  He 
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did it for free.  That’s why Paul 
writes of the extravagance of 
God, “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 

The ability to receive 
the gift is, in itself, a gift.  That 
is to say, it is only through faith 
in Jesus that you can receive 
this free gift.  Being on the re-
ceiving end is precisely where 
God wants you to be.  His na-
ture is to be gracious, which 
simply means He wants to give 
His gifts to you.  Forgiveness of 
sin, life and salvation are yours 
because God freely gives them 
to you in Jesus.  In this case 
free really does mean free.  

I wanted to receive 
the young man’s gift, but I was 
loath to do it at the expense of 
salving his conscience.  I fol-
lowed him outside and spoke 
of the generosity of God.  I am 
not sure if the few words I 
spoke were able to crack what 
looked like a life-long habit.  I 
do know that I received a gift, 
but I spoke of an immeasurably 
greater gift, God’s gift of life. 

 
Terry Forke, Montana 

District President  
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Calendar of Events 

March 

6-12 National Lutheran Schools Week 

6 Official Visit : Mt Calvary/Zion, Polson/St. Ignatius 

20 Official Visit: St. Peter, Whitefish 

April 

1-2 School Administrator Conference, Great Falls 

3 Official Visit: St. Paul/Zion, Havre/Chinook 

17 Office Visit: Our Savior, Stevensville 

29-5/5 Council of Presidents 

May 

6  Planning Meeting 

6-7 Board of Directors 

7 Lutheran’s for Life, Helena 

10-12 East/South Conference 

13-14 LLL District Convention 

Calls 

Pastor Herb Mueller 
III has declined the 
call to Trinity, Great 
Falls and St. Johns, 
Libby has issued a 

call to Pastor Steve 
Thomas of Grace Lu-
theran Church in La-

mar, CO. 

 

A Christ-centered servant partner, the Lutheran Church Extension Fund has several outreaches for 

supporting the church, such as Laborers for Christ (LFC), which organizes volunteers for building 

and remodeling projects.  As stated on their website, laborers are “tools to accomplish God’s plan,” 

while the buildings themselves are simply “by-products to reaching more people with the Gospel.” 

Members have experience in construction, us-

ing their experience to cut project management 

costs while encouraging volunteer work in the 

congregation they are called to.  Since 1986, LFC 

has completed 13 projects in the Montana Dis-

trict.  The most recent building project was at 

the Church at Creston – Lutheran in Kalispell 

(pictured left).  Pastor Reiner describes the ex-

perience here: 

“Thirteen Laborers and their spouses spent the 

summer of 2010 camped out on the property 

where the church was built.  The Breaking of the Ground began on April 25th, and the 

Laborers stayed at the site until mid-October, when most of the work was completed. 

They came from Arkansas, Michigan, Nebraska, Oregon, Washington, South Dakota, Cali-

fornia, Kansas, and Montana, bringing with them the enthusiasm and skills that were 

needed for the almost 13,000 sq. ft. project.  Many of them will return for the dedication 

of the church in June or July of 2011.  We thank the Lord for them - for without them we 

could not have completed the project.” 

Laborers for Christ also assisted in the expansion of 

Peace Lutheran Church and Christ Church for the 

Deaf in Great Falls in April of 2006 (pictured right).  

The 4400 sq. ft. renovations included four offices, 

new restrooms, and a larger kitchen area. 

“The Laborers have been a real blessing, not only 

because they are giving us more elbow room, but 

also because of their participation in the life of our 

church,” said Rev. Schlund, pastor of both Peace 

Lutheran and Christ Church. 

In 2012, LFC will return to Montana for a project at St. Peters in Whitefish.  Due to a significant 
increase in both inquiries and application for their services, Laborers for Christ are in the process of 
recruiting new people to serve as project managers.  If you or anyone you know of has experience 
in construction and an interest in working with LFC as a project manager, please contact Dan Baker 
via Dan.Baker@lcef.org or (517) 206-2088.  Applications for membership in the LFC are available at 
http://www.lcef.org. 

Project Managers Needed for Laborers for Christ 

Nominations 
Shari Miller, President of the Montana District 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League , has 
been nominated to serve the national LWML as 
president. She and Kay Kreklau from North Da-
kota will be up for election at the LWML nation-
al convention in Peoria, Illinois this summer. 
 
If elected, she would be the first national presi-
dent from Montana. 

See next issue for more information. 
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Threads of Gold 
Department of History and Archives 

Rev. J.C. Menagh, Archivist 
A continuation of the Lewistown Archives Translation 

The Year 1913. 

On 14 January 1913 one should have 
been able to find a worship service in 
the city of Fullerton, but there fell up-
on us a very large snowstorm.  Mr. 
C.W. Brinkman, who should have 
picked me up in Stanford, was travel-
ing back and forth for five days.  The 
storm was so bad, that he could not 
arrive in time in Stanford. 

On 7 January I had my first funeral in 
Lewistown in the new Presbyterian 
Church, and yes, this was also the 
first funeral in the new church.  It was 
the funeral of Mrs. John Camastral.  
Soon thereafter on 16 January I held 
my first wedding in the church be-
tween Mr. Edward Kinschy with 
Ms.Emma Jenni. 

On Maundy Thursday we had in the 
Hobson congregation the first infant 
baptism of the baby of Mr. L. Simantel 
and his wife Clara (born von der Au). 

On the first Easter morning, 23 March 
we had in Lewistown an English wor-
ship service with organ concert.  60 

DOWNTOWN CHURCHES TO GATHER!  The Association of Down-

town Lutheran Churches will hold its Fifth Gathering at Historic 

First Lutheran in Pasadena, California Friday 29 April -- Monday 2 

May 2011.  Presenters include Dr. Mark Lau Branson from Fuller 

Seminary, Rev. Doug Johnstone from First Lutheran, Long Beach, 

Bishop Dean Nelson, ELCA Southwest California Synod, Rev. Dr. 

John Arthur Nunes from Lutheran World Relief, Fuller Seminary 

Graduate Student Matthew Rosebrock, Rev. Greg Seltz and Rev. 

Dr. Lee Settgast.  Conference information and registration forms 

can be downloaded from www.downtownlutheranchurches.org 

listeners were gathered together and a 
really good some was collected for home 
missions. 

On 8 June in a schoolhouse that was 

almost 4 miles south of Elso, a station 

between Lavina and Roundup, and Eng-

lish worship service was held in which 21 

listeners were gathered together.  The 

collection brought $4.80.  On the evening 

before I baptized the three children of 

Mr. and Mrs.Hougardy in the English 

language for which I receive $15.00.  

Elso was then served now and then by 

me.  There were both Germans and Nor-

wegians there.  On 4 October I held the 

first wedding in the city of Harleston, 

namely Mr. F. Ranf and Marie Pollmann, 

and on 30 November I had the first bap-

tism and Roundup the child of Mr. and 

Mrs. Kall.  With both of the new preach-

ing stations of Elso and self Harlowton I 

served 13 places in the year 1913 and 

with all the stations there were far better 

results to show for it.  

SYNOD COMMITS $200,000 FOR 

TWO JAPAN CHURCHES 
The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod is making 

available an initial $200,000 to two Lutheran church 

bodies in Japan, to be used as they decide for disas-

ter relief after the historic March 11 magnitude-9.0 

earthquake and tsunami that is resulting in rising 

death tolls and billions of dollars in destruction. 

 

At present, Japanese officials estimate that the final 

death count will top 10,000. Many thousands have 

been injured and searches continue for survivors and 

those still missing. 

 

"It is our sacred duty" to strengthen the capacity of 

Lutheran partners to reach out at such times of need, 

said Synod President Harrison, who called on LCMS 

members to donate monetary gifts for Japan relief 

through WR-HC. 

 

"We know especially that these circumstances allow 

us to demonstrate love to our partners in another 

place in the world," he said. "And as we do so, we'll 

learn from them the challenges of being among the 1 

percent Christian minority in a non-Christian context." 

As of March 15, monetary gifts approaching $100,000 
have been given for the Synod's response to help 
those affected by the Japan earthquake and tsunami, 
according to Hans Springer, associate executive di-
rector for fund development with LCMS World Relief 
and Human Care. 
 
To contribute toward that response:  
 
~Mail checks (noting "Japan Disaster Relief" in the 

memo line) to LCMS World Relief and Human 
Care, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-
6861.  

~Call toll-free 888-930-4438.  

~Visit online at Disaster Relief Fund for Japan. 

 
For more information and resources, visit 

www.lcms.org/help. 

 
Posted to Reporter Online March 15, 2011 

A great Christian radio option 
is Lutheran Public Radio.  This 

is the new home of Issues, 
Etc., a former KFUO program.  
Touted as “Talk Radio for the 

Thinking Christian”, Issues, 
Etc. is hosted by Pastor Todd 

Wilkin and features inter-
views with many Lutheran 

pastors on an endless variety 
of topics which include politi-
cal and social issues as well as 
specifically Christian and Lu-

theran topics.  Deaconess 
Pam Nielsen of Concordia 
Publishing House does a 

weekly program with Pastor 
Wilkin to help Sunday School 
teachers present that weeks 

lesson more effectively.  
Many of the pastors and peo-
ple that Pastor Wilkin inter-

views are renowned theologi-
ans and authors.  Issues, Etc. 

is heard live from 2-4 p.m. 
every weekday at www. is-
suesetc.org.  Pastor Wilkin 

takes calls and e-mails 
throughout the program and 

also has a 24 hour call in 
number to take comments 
from on-demand listeners. 

http://www.downtownlutheranchurches.org/
https://catalog.lcms.org/GiveNow/Gift_Input.asp?ID=928
http://www.lcms.org/help
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Confirmed into Communicant Membership at Grace Lutheran Church is 
picture of Michelle Knutson on March 13, 2011 with husband Chad 

after worship service Sunday. 

 

Baptized 

into God’s 
Kingdom 

was Reier 

Michael 
Torgerson 

February 
20th at 

Holy Trini-

ty Luther-
an Bel-

grade, 
MT, with 

parents 

Jason and 
Amanda 

 We expected that quiet October 

morning to be full of joy. Instead it dawned 

with heart ache – full-term, perfectly-

formed Malachi was born dead.  His dad sat 

in stunned silence; his mom wailed as if she 

would never be comforted. 

 However, Christ stood with them 

in their dark grief and softly spoke His word 

of life. “Yes, Satan claims this day; yes, he 

has torn out your hearts and stomped on 

them; but I have the true victory.  This day 

is not the whole story. Malachi heard My 

word in the womb as Mom and Dad read it 

with their other children. My word is life; 

Malachi is safe, and one day I will call his 

body from the grave and you all will be to-

gether to hug and dance, and he will tell 

you of his adventures.” Christ dried their 

tears and gave words of praise to replace 

their wails of grief. 

 Caroline’s struggle with pancre-

atic cancer ended in mid-November. 

Hurting people gathered to hear what 

Christ had to say about it. He pointed 

them to His cross and to His saving mer-

cy, to assure them that because He had 

overcome death, this was not the end of 

Caroline’s story. He would come to raise 

her and all His people to the full splendor 

of eternal life. 

 The Lord had been pursuing 

LeRoy for about 38 years.  After various 

things kept holding off his baptism, 

LeRoy finally said, “I’m not waiting any 

longer; let’s do this.” Kneeling on his 

living room floor with his wife and pastor 

as witnesses, Christ baptized him into His 

death and resurrection in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.                 (Continued p.5) 

(cont p.4) In late January, the Crow 

youth group went swimming. As the kids 

loaded into the van, the old-timers began 

explaining to the new girl the rules of the 

van: use a seatbelt, don’t leave any trash. 

When asked why, they explained that it 

was the Church’s van.  She wanted to know 

who the church was. One child answered, 

“Dan’s the church.” Another corrected, 

“No, he’s the boss of the church.” To this 

another replied, “No, God is the boss. Dan 

is a worker, like an employee.” That settled 

the matter - they understood that I work 

for God to teach them His word. 

Daniel Jacobs, Crow Agency, MT 

Death, Life and Other Things 

“RIVER OF LIFE” IS A WEEK-LONG REPRODUCIBLE VBS CURRICULUM from the Lu-

theran Heritage Foundation that features five favorite Bible stories: creation, Noah and the 

ark, the crossing of the Red Sea, Jonah and the baptism of Jesus. Each lesson ties to a dif-

ferent oversea mission field and the culture of the people there. Total cost is a flat fee of 

$125. To order your free preview kit, e-mail info@LHFmissions.org, or call (800)554-0723.  

mailto:info@LHFmissions.org

